
A Farewell to Kings (Part 2)
The hypocrites are slandering the sacred halls of truth

Ancient nobles showering their bitterness on youth
Can't we find the minds that made us strong?

Can't we learn to feel what's right and what's wrong

Cities full of hatred, fear and lies
Withered hearts and cruel tormented eyes
Scheming demons dressed in kingly guise

Beating down the multitude and scoffing at the wise
Can't we raise our eyes and make a start

Can't we find the minds to lead us closer to the heart

(Lyrics from the Song “A Farewell to Kings” by the Band, RUSH)

I recently heard a story told by Nathan Jones, Internet Evangelist of Lamb and Lion Ministries that sounded like the beginning of a
Twilight Zone episode.  Picture a large family gathering around a table at a local restaurant.  You can recognize the grandparents,
parents, kids, and aunts and uncles.  Instead of fellowshipping and catching up with life’s events, everyone at the table is on their
smartphone.  No talking, or interaction except with the waitress who is patiently trying to take their orders and serve them.  This
story is not surprising and you have probably witnessed similar events as well.  Today’s technology which does have its benefits
also has a dark side that has taken over society and is a major component in the convergence of end time events.  We are definitely
living in Biblical times.

“See to it that there is no one who takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception in accordance with human
tradition, in accordance with the elementary principles of the world, rather than in accordance with Christ.”    Colossians 2:8

Nathan Jones stated that “Technology has become a mind-altering device, especially through digital media, reprograming
humanity to new culture or new world order.” Our youth today has grown up never knowing life without technology.  Look at
these alarming effects on this generation:

● This generation spends an average of 6.5 hours (or longer) a day to stay connected
● Most have become isolated, depressed, and the suicide rate has risen over 40% with teens under 17
● 44% of HS Seniors have never gone on a date.
● Today’s youth struggle with interaction with others because they prefer to converse on their smartphone

Facebook and other social media giants have admitted that they use algorithms to grab as much of your attention in order to lure
you in to watching, buying, or reading the things you are most interested in.  People are berated, beaten, killed, or dying and most
of society just wants to watch, take video, or pictures to post online and upgrade their status.  Recently a woman was raped on a
subway train by a homeless man and instead of helping most bystanders just took video and pictures with their smartphones.
TikTok, a popular social media app that allows users to create, watch, and share 15-second videos shot on cell phones often posts
challenges to its users and this past month they challenged students in school to slap a teacher.  One of our own PCMS teachers
was affected by this challenge.  There is no doubt that our society has been “reprogrammed.”

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will
of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”  Romans 12:2

According to Nathan Jones this is all part of Satan’s 5-step Strategy that started back in Genesis 3 in the Garden of Eden where the
serpent enticed Eve to rebel against God and thus began the fall of mankind.  Here are the five steps:
Step 1: Divide, Step 2: Focus on self, Step 3: Break apart, Step 4: Divide Humanity, and finally Step 5: Globalize.
Just by looking at these steps you can see that Satan’s plan is already in full force.  As followers of Christ let us pursue God’s will
at all cost, fight against the steps of the coming Anti-christ, prepare for His return, and share the Gospel at every opportunity.  Let
us journey on the path that leads closer to His heart!

“When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.” (Luke 21:28)
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