
A Farewell to Kings (Part 1)
When they turn the pages of history

When these days have passed long ago
Will they read of us with sadness

For the seeds that we let grow
We turned our gaze from the castles in the distance

Eyes cast down on the path of least resistance

Cities full of hatred, fear and lies
Withered hearts and cruel tormented eyes
Scheming demons dressed in kingly guise

Beating down the multitude and scoffing at the wise

(Lyrics from the Song “A Farewell to Kings” by the Band, RUSH)

If  you have read through the books of Kings and Chronicles in the Old Testament of the Bible I am sure you have picked up
on the common statement about the rulers of Israel and Judah, “...and they did evil in the eyes of the Lord.” Many of these
Kings did not honor God and led God’s people astray with legalism, worshipping idols, and worldly pleasures.  Throughout
the New Testament this trend continued with the rulers of Israel and the chief priests.  Jesus rebuked the priests on many
occasions about their glaring inconsistencies concerning their traditions and practices within God’s law, and referenced the
prophets of old to prove His point.  Paul continued this direction through his ministry and with letters to churches he started
through his missionary journeys.  In Revelation 1:3, we get a full picture of Jesus and a remarkable statement from Him
before He gives a clear message to all the churches in chapters 2-3.

“Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what
is written in it, for the time is near.”  (Rev 1:3) ESV

Why is it important to have a complete picture of Jesus Christ?  As we struggle to understand why evil is allowed to flourish
(and a thousand other questions), we see that God is still in complete control.  Jesus is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords,
and there is an appointed time set for Him to settle all accounts and make everything right. There are at least 3 levels of
application to Jesus’ words to the churches in Revelation chapters 2-3 that apply to our world today:

Corporate Application:  The repeated phrase “...hear what the spirit says to the churches.” serves as a standard or
baseline by which all churches can evaluate their effectiveness throughout the church age.

Personal Application: The repeated statement “...whoever has ears, let them hear... '' serves to help every believer
evaluate their own personal effectiveness in witnessing. Matt 5:13-16 says that we should be salt and light. Salt preserves,
flavors, heals, and melts ice.  Light shines in the darkness.  The letters to the churches help us evaluate how salty and shiney
we are as believers in Christ.  Do we preserve, flavor, or heal in our witness to others?  Do our actions and words melt the
ice cold responses from those who don’t believe in God?  Does the light of Christ shine from within us?

Prophetic Application: Many who study the book of Revelation noticed a deeper level of relevance and realized that the
descriptions of the seven churches also line up with seven distinct periods of church history.  Of it’s 22 chapters, chapters 2-3
have the most application for us today.  Many of us miss this and gloss over these letters to get where the end-time action
begins starting in chapter 4.  Many Bible scholars also agree that we are “Living in Laodicea” (the lukewarm church age) as
our churches today have become materialistic, apathetic, spiritually lukewarm, and blinded.

Remember, this does not apply to all churches or believers.  In each church of Revelation 2-3, there is always a remnant of
passionate devoted followers.  Sadly, many once-great denominations, Christian colleges, and seminaries are now largely
devoid of biblical truth and core Christian beliefs are explained away.  The reliability of scripture, the reality of hell, God’s
coming judgement, and many other key doctrines are under attack.  While all this may sound depressing, we can see it as a
clear sign that the most amazing church event is just around the corner! “Here I stand at the door and knock…” Jesus said
in Rev 3:20 and He is coming soon for His bride (the church)! Are you ready?



“When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.” (Luke 21:28)
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