“Understanding Women in Ministry”
At the birth of the New Testament Church & Church age God declares as part of the spirit being poured out “your daughters shall prophesy…” (Acts 2:17 see also I Cor. 14:31)

Prophesy (def) -from NT: 4396; to foretell events, divine, speak under inspiration, exercise the prophetic office. Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright (c) 1994)
Even at the Old Testament Tabernacle there were woman present at the door “assisting the Levites in the preparations for the service. (Exodus 38:8) This is one of the earliest examples of women’s ministry in the house of God.” Quoted from All the Woman of the Bible page 357 by Edith Deen © 1955
God is no respecter of persons. Acts 10:34
General Thoughts about Woman Ministry
· “In the earliest Oneness Pentecostal ministerial directory that we have (from the year 1919), 203 of 704 ministers, or twenty-nine percent, were women.” Quoted from David K. Bernard’s article “Women in Ministry” from January-February 2012 UPC Forward magazine
· “In the early Church much was made of service, little of office, and it was more of an honor to be referred to as a servant than as a deaconess.” Quoted from All the Woman of the Bible page 231 by Edith Deen © 1955

· We are all called to be a witness. Acts 1:8

· In Galatians 3:28 God declares a universal love for men and woman. 

· Women were active in singing, dancing and worship. (I Sam. 18:6-7)
· In Romans 16:6 & 12 we see woman recognized as bestowing much labor upon the Apostles.  

· Peter’s mother in law “ministered or served” Christ. Matt. 8:14

· In Luke 7:37-38 we see Mary laboring and blessing Christ out of her sacrifice.

· In Acts 9:36-43 (V. 36) Dorcas (i.e. Tabitha) was full of good works and alms deeds which she did. A husband is not mentioned. She established a witness of being a great disciple and church age worker. 

· In Romans 16:7 you read about a husband and wife team, Andronicus and Junia. Paul identified them as “kinsman, and my fellow prisoners, who were note among the apostles, who were in Christ before me.” Some believe that this couple was at the upper room and worked from that day forward as significant soul winners and evangelist in the New Testament. Thus, the notable reputation among the Apostles. 
As an Evangelist (Missionary) and Co-Pastor
· Priscilla (also called Prisca) Acts 18:26 - Along with her husband Aqulia, helped to reach Apollos. (Romans 16:3-4; I Cor. 16:19) They had church in their house. She is mentioned each time her husband is mentioned and honored in ministry. “Scholars tell us that it is significant that Priscilla is greeted before Aquila; this indicates she was the more prominent teacher among this ministry couple.” (SEE Robinson’s Word Studies on these verses Acts 18:18 & Romans 16:3)
David Norris, professor of biblical theology at Urshan Graduate School, wrote in the November–December 2009 UPC Forward magazine page 8-9 that Priscilla and Aquila together pastored their house church. 
As a Prophetess

· Miriam (Exodus 15:20-21) - A daughter of Amram and Jochebed and a sister to Moses. As a prophetess she leads the women in worship with a timbrel and sings unto the Lord.  

· Deborah (Judges 4:4) - A prophetess who judged Israel, along with Barak, about 1120 BC. 

· Huldah (II Kings 22:14) - She prophesies to King Josiah concerning God’s judgment against idolatry.  
· An unnamed prophetess (Isaiah 8:3) – Another example of God using a woman to declare his word.
· Anna (Luke 2:36-39) - Anna was an 84 year old widow lady that lived at the Temple. Her life consisted of prayer, fasting and daily reading of the scrolls that spoke of the coming Messiah. She was probably in the “Court of the Gentiles” within the Temple walls when she uttered that this was the “redemption to ALL in Jerusalem.” She not only spoke in the Temple setting but she declared Christ was the Messiah when he was only 40 days old. 

· Four virgin daughters of Phillip (Acts 21:8-9) - In the New Testament church it declares “they prophesy” as Paul and his company comes into Phillip’s house.

As a Teacher
· Aged Woman (Titus 2:3-4) – V. 3 teachers of good things. V. 4 teach the young woman.

· God’s Gifted Woman – Should also teach in the church in classes, to the ladies and to the entire congregation.

· Lois and Eunice (II Timothy 1:3, 3:15) – Taught the word of God to Timothy, the future Bishop to the Ephesians, as a child. 
As a Deaconess

· Phebe (Romans 16:1-2) – She carries and delivers the written epistle from “the hand of Paul to the Roman Christians. This was a great honor because up to this time Paul had not yet been to Rome. Phebe was a saint of God and a ‘sister’ of respect at the church of Cenchrea. Paul calls her servant which comes from the Greek word diaconos from which our word deacon is derived. 
“She was a Deaconess of the Church at Cenchrea which was a wicked port city.” Quoted from All the Woman of the Bible page 231 by Edith Deen © 1955

“She was a Deaconess of the church in the wicked port city of Cenchrea. There were deaconesses in the primitive church, whose business it was to attend the female converts at baptism; to instruct persons who were candidates for baptism; to visit the sick, and those who were in prison, and, in short, to perform those religious functions for the female part of the church which could not be performed by men with propriety. They were chosen in general out of the most experienced of the church.” From Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft

Paul tells the Romans Christians to assist her in “whatsoever business she hath need of you…” Romans 16:2
Dr. Lee Anna Starr in The Bible Status of Woman has conjectured that Phebe was a minister, even as were Paul, Timothy, and others. 
Paul calls Phebe “a succourer of many and of myself also.” This polite phrase means a great deal. It seems to suggest one who has been the patroness of the unprotected and despised, one who has come to the aid of converts in need, one who has fought the battles of those who were oppressed.” Quoted from All the Woman of the Bible page 231 by Edith Deen © 1955
Phebe was a key thinking leader of the New Testament Church!!!
Some of Paul’s Female Coworkers
· Tryphena, Tryphosa, Persis, Euodia, and Syntyche. (Romans 16:12; Philippians 4:2-3)
· Lydia a seller of purple which worshipped God. She was the first convert in Europe. Paul’s first sermon in Europe was to Lydia and a group of woman (Acts 16:13) on a bank of the river. From there woman begin to help spread the Gospel all over Europe. She and her household cared for, comforted and hosted Paul and others. (Acts 16:14-15, 40) She was a vital leader of the church at Philippi that Paul called “my joy and my crown.” (Phil. 4:1) Paul goes on to say “help those women which laboured with me in the gospel.” (Phil. 4:3)  

Laboured (def) - to wrestle in company with, i.e. (figuratively) to seek jointly.
What about women being silent in the church? I Cor. 14:34-35

“Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.”

To conclude that this scripture means that a woman SHOULD NOT speak in a ministerial, pulpit or leadership role in the church IS ABSOLUTELY WRONG!!! If that was the intended interpretation then the New Testament is full of contradictions. But we know it is perfect line upon line.
“In this particular admonition, Paul was speaking to the church at Corinth, a Greek city where, for many generations, high born women had lived in seclusion. Chloe (I Cor. 1:11) was such a woman and may very well have been shocked by the loud-voiced railings of women of a lower station in life. Since all women were welcome in the new church, among these may have been many who had worshipped in pagan temples and had not yet had sufficient experience to assume leadership in the church. Rejoicing in their new faith, but undisciplined in it, these women probably required some silencing in Paul’s time. In like fashion, Paul had to speak to the dissension that had arose between two woman (Euodias and Syntyche) in Philippi. (Phil. 4:2) Quoted from All the Woman of the Bible page 375 by Edith Deen © 1955
“Additionally, Paul was dealing with the Corinthians female saints and the fact that they all wished to speak when they came to church. (I Cor. 14:26) The Apostle seeks to quell this disturbance; he commands silence. The custom of interrupting the speaker prevailed throughout the Orient, but the practice was confined to men.” Quoted from All the Woman of the Bible page 376 by Edith Deen © 1955
In verse 35 he specifically addresses the married woman. That is because it was NOT a command to all woman ONLY to the married woman that were out of order. The whole chapter is about setting this church in order. 

Paul had just said to the same church how a woman should handle their hair when she “prophesieth.” Why would he tell woman how to prophesieth in chapter 11:5-6 and then tell woman to be silent in chapter 14? We know that he would not contradict himself. 

Also, in I Cor. 14:31 he declares “all prophesy one by one…” That statement was to men and women.
What about I Timothy 2:11-15
“Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence. For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression. Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety” 

Silence (def) – stillness, calm, free from bustle and peaceful. (Their was a problem with ‘busy body’ women. I Tim. 5:13-15)

Usurp (def) – acting of oneself, to dominate.

“Here Paul was dealing with a situation in Ephesus, Paul explained that women were not to usurp authority over men but to fulfill leadership and teaching roles under proper spiritual authority. Apparently some women there had begun teaching contrary to the established doctrine of the church. According to Acts 20:29 wolves had entered into this church to hurt and hinder. Thus, he instructed Timothy, the overseer of the Church of Ephesus, that they had no authority to teach but needed to be silent.” Quoted from David K. Bernard’s article “Women in Ministry” from January-February 2012 UPC Forward magazine
“In both passages (I Cor. 14:34-35 & I Tim. 2:11-15) the instruction was NOT absolute (TO ALL WOMAN EVERYWHERE) but specific to the conditions in these unique church situations.” Quoted from David K. Bernard’s article “Women in Ministry” from January-February 2012 UPC Forward magazine 
In I Cor. 14:35 he was speaking to woman who had “husbands.” In I Tim. 2:15 he was speaking to woman who were saved in “childbearing.” He was clearly speaking to married woman in both passages. He was NOT making a broad doctrinal stance against ALL women. He never addressed the virgin woman, the never married woman, the widow woman or the divorced woman. Why, because he was speaking to a specific problem with married woman in both the church at Corinth and Ephesus. 
It is honorable and holy for men and women to be under subjection to authority. Likewise, it is a great thing for a mother to take the position of guiding and training her children. That is the first role of a mother. 
In Summary
“We should recognize the ministry of women as long as they follow biblical authority in the church and in the homes. The same is true of men. Women are not to imitate men but are to exercise their ministry in distinctively feminine fashion, for God has called them as women. There are many reasons why women in ministry should received ministerial license: accountability to spiritual authority, validation of ministry, credibility inside and outside the church, participation in ministerial fellowship and decision making, and establishing of role models for young women who are seeking God’s will. Our world desperately needs more apostolic ministers, both male and female.” Quoted from David K. Bernard’s article “Women in Ministry” from January-February 2012 UPC Forward magazine
Closing Thoughts
It is important that we are practical in our approach to the word of God. I don’t know of any married man that could “keep his wife silent in church.” (LOL) Why is that? Because it is not what God expects. How do you explain the likes of great woman of God like Vesta Mangum of Alexandria, Louisiana and Nona Freeman and others that God has mightily used in the pulpit? 
God has made woman “fearfully and wonderfully”, he has called and anointed some of them to public ministry and the church should release them to be used for the glory of God.

NOTE: Women are NOT secondary or inferior to men. The statements below speak to the order of creation and the role of a husband and wife in marriage.
1. Adam was created first and Eve came from Adam’s rib. (Genesis 2:21; I Tim. 2:13)

2. The woman was deceived. (Genesis 3:1-6; I Tim. 2:14)

3. The husband rules over his wife. (Genesis 3:16)

4. The head of the woman is the man. (I Cor. 11:3)

5. The woman is the weaker vessel. (I Peter 3:7)

6. The woman is the glory of the man. (I Cor. 11:7)

7. The woman is of the man. (I Cor. 11:8)

8. The woman was created for the man. (I Cor. 11:9)
9. Wives are subject to their husbands. (Eph. 5:24)

In the biblical record of the New Testament church age it is clear that men represented the majority of ministerial leadership (baptized the people, laid hands on the people, led the churches and done a lot of the public ministry) though several scriptural examples give credence to women in lead ministerial roles. It is also not worthy that women at this time in history largely occupied a different role than they do now. Additionally, some writers declare that even when woman were in lead positions it was not written about because that was uncustomary for the first century.

After extensively studing the scriptures and reference books on the subject of women in ministry I conclude:
Those women who have been born of the water and spirit (John 3:5; Acts 2:38) and are walking faithfully in the bible teachings of this assembly can minister in a lead position. A woman can fill the office of a teacher (among children, teens and adults), the office of a prophetess, the office of an evangelist and/or missionary, a deaconess and pastor. A woman in ministry should always be mindful to portray godliness and modesty. As with men, women aspiring for ministry will be held to a higher standard by God, the Pastor and the organization (UPCI). 

From the most common biblical examples those pastoring churches were men or couples. Practically, it would be very difficult for a single woman or man to lead a church. Certainly, it is possible but difficult. 

I don’t see biblically that a woman should hold the office of a Bishop or an Apostle. Some have suggested that Junia of Romans 16:7, along with her husband, were apostles. I have looked at that in light of several reference works and there is not an agreement that she was. We must look at each scripture in lieu of other scriptures line upon line.
MAY GOD BLESS OUR CHURCH AND HIS KINGDOM TO HAVE WOMEN AND MEN (young and old) STEP FORWARD AND ACCEPT THE CALL TO A SOUL WINNING, TEACHING AND PREACHING PULPIT MINISTRY---IN JESUS NAME!!!
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