September 30, 2016

Employees and Volunteers Recognized with Awards
LE Member of the Month, DFC James Mills
On August 14th at approximately 6:45 PM, DFC. James Mills and trainee Dep. Seth Pelfrey
responded to a boating incident with injury. Deputies were advised a subject had been on his
jet ski when a strong storm with heavy lightning came through the area. The caller advised 911
that the victim was possibly struck by lightning. William Steffanni was found floating in Ski Ally
waterway, near a jet ski. DFC Mills and Dep. Pelfrey were the first to arrive. DFC Mills stripped
off his duty gear and dove into the water during the lightning storm, swimming some 60 to 80
yards to William's location. DFC Mills then rescue-swam William to a dock where Dep. Pelfrey
assisted in getting William out of the water. DFC James Mills and Dep. Seth Pelfrey performed
CPR until EMS Rescue 13 arrived and took over lifesaving efforts. William was transported to
Englewood ER, and then transported to Blake Medical Center, Bradenton. The leadership,
initiative, resourcefulness and swift action of DFC James Mills and Dep. Seth Pelfrey were
instrumental in saving William Steffanni’s life on this day.

Detentions Member of the Month, CPL Michael Kern
Cpl Michael Kern has been with the Charlotte County Sheriff's Office for approximately 7 years.
He is currently assigned as the Administrative Corporal in the Bureau of Detention. His job tasks
include running disciplinary hearings, completing PREA investigations, supervising Classification,
Inmate Accounts, and Property members. Cpl Kern is a team player and is often called upon to
work various post to help cover staff shortages. Cpl. Kern has also completed the Florida Model
Jail Standards Inspector course and has already been called upon to utilize his knowledge not
only within the CCSO jail facility, but in many other capacities. During this period, Cpl. Kern
acted as an inspector for the Collier County Sheriff's Office jail facility, earning him a letter of
commendation for his professionalism and assistance from the Collier County Jail Commander.
Cpl. Kern is actively working toward becoming a PREA auditor in the Southern Florida area. He
continues to be a dedicated employee that consistently demonstrates the core values of the
Charlotte County Sheriff's Office.

Support Services Member of the Month, Terri Harris
Terri Harris began her career at the Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office in 2007. She has worked in
Communications, Risk Management and her current assignment, Professional Compliance. Since
transferring to Professional Compliance in September 2014, Terri has helped this area grow and
achieve several successful accreditation awards. Although her main focus is CALEA
Communications, she is committed to the success of all aspects of the Charlotte County Sheriff’s
Office. This commitment was evident earlier this year, when Terri did not hesitate to step up
and assist Risk Management when training and staffing changes left them shorthanded. During
this time, Terri maintained her positive, can-do attitude while balancing her Professional
Compliance responsibilities and the additional Risk Management tasks. In addition, Terri is also
an active member of the Wellness Committee, dedicated to helping agency members achieve
healthier lifestyles. Terri’s work ethic, dedication and willingness to help epitomizes her belief
in the core values.
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CIU Detective of the
Month
Cpl. Kristopher McRae

Cpl. Kristopher McRae was called out
recently to investigate a report of a
stolen vessel valued at approximately
$450,000. The theft occurred between
May 10th and 11th , 2016 on Palm
Island. The vessel is described as a blue
36' 11" 2013 Pursuit 385 Cabin Cruiser,
named "The Dance". The victim did not
have insurance coverage for the total
value. Cpl. McRae worked diligently on
this investigation and coordinated with,
local marinas, USCG, Lee County Marine
Patrol, CCSO Marine Patrol, Customs
and Border Patrol to solve this crime. A
suspect was named and Cpl. McRae was
able to develop probable cause. Cpl.
McRae wrote a detailed multi-page
arrest affidavit. The suspect had been
in custody and a hold has been placed
on him for the above grand theft of the
vessel. Cpl. McRae is an outstanding
detective and deserves congratulations
on a job well done.

Ken Hill, It’s never Goodbye

By Daniel Gregory
“The Sheriff of Charlotte County showed up to Ken's service today to present the flag
to my mum Winnie. It was a beautiful conclusion to a beautiful ceremony. I'm proud
to be a part of this man's legacy. I'm proud to raise boys that carry his blood. I'm
proud to take care of one of the precious girls that called him daddy. Thank you
Charlotte County Sheriff's Department for the great honor and dignity you showed
Ken today. Thank you to all his fellow officers and all who wear a badge and make our
communities a better place. Thank you for going above and beyond, not just in the
line of duty, but in caring for the family of one of your own. I have nothing but
admiration for you all. Also, thank you Life Church. I've never felt so at home and
cared for outside of my own church before. Thank you for the dozens of volunteers
that served selflessly and humbly. Never once appearing like they were working out
of obligation, but preaching silent sermons of compassion and affirmation through
their service. Thank you Pastor Ryan for your sincere words and purposeful
interactions. I just met you today, but I'll never forget you. Finally thank you Ken.
Thank you for your legacy. Thank you for protecting and serving, from behind a
badge, a pulpit, and a dinner table. Thank you for getting up every morning, putting
on a uniform and coming home every night and picking up a bible. Thank you for
raising children; biological and spiritual. Thank you. We honor you dad. You too, are
blessed and highly favored.
It's never goodbye.”

Above and Beyond
Special acknowledgement to Trainee
Deputy Seth Pelfrey, who was
instrumental in assisting DFC James
Mills in the rescue of William
Steffanni. Here is an example of teamwork at its finest.

Did you notice the new look to the
CCSO Star? Thank you to Jeremy
Campbell, MIS for your vision and
creativity. While we are thanking
people, thank you to our Volunteer
David Trautman for his excellent
proof-reading skills.

Look to the front page for the details
of their amazing rescue efforts.
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CCSO Star News
us– people of faith, family members
and citizens-need to step forward and
extend a hand of support and kindness.
We need to show the way by our actions of service and assistance. “what
you do to the least of these, you have
done unto Christ”.
Chaplains’ Pulpit is open to opinions
submitted by all faiths.

Volunteers’ Corner
Gene Rhoad
Volunteer of the Month

Retirement

GOD HELP THE CHURCH, FAMILY AND
NEIGHBORHOODS TO STEP FORWARD
AND SHOW THE WAY, Opined by
Pastor Daniel E. Dagan, Jail Chaplain
Chief Justice Warren Burger led the Supreme court from 1969-1986, He
offered his Annual Report on the state
of the Judiciary in the American Bar
Association Journal (March 1982, pg 7).
In it he said, “One reason our courts
have become overburdened is that
Americans are increasingly turning to
the courts for relief from a range of personal distresses and anxieties. Remedies for personal wrongs that once were
considered the responsibility of institutions other than the court are now boldly asserted as legal entitlements. The
courts have been expected to fill the
void created by the decline of the
CHURCH, FAMILY AND NEIGHBORHOOD
unity.” Over the last several decades,
the most basic of institutions within
America-the Church, the family and the
Community have lost the fervent voice
of morality and goodness. With that
moral decay, we have seen a rise in the
attitude of the most abased emotions
and actions of mankind. Greek theologian Irenaeus in “Against Heresies” said
Nicolas and the Nicolaitans taught that
it was okay to “live life without restraint.” (Revelation 2:6, 15) That mindset has always been the death of kings
and kingdoms. Psalm 11:3 declares: “If
the foundations be destroyed, what
shall the righteous do?” The wise one,
Solomon, declared in Proverbs 22:28:
“Remove not the ancient landmark,
which thy fathers have set.” Each one of

Corrections Deputy Dennis Morida
retired from CCSO on Sept. 1, 2016.
After serving his country with several
tours of duty, he is looking forward to
hiking the Appalachian Mountains and
adding a service dog to his family.
Thank you for your service to CCSO and
your country.

Good News

DFC Shaun Baras is seen here with Sgt.
Jason Doherty and DFC Robert Lister.
They are presenting him an award on
behalf of himself and his partner K-9
Wiley from the United States Police
Canine Association for a particularly
successful track leading to the
apprehension of two suspected burglars
hiding in the flower bed of a local
resident. Good teamwork guys.
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Like many retirees, Gene decided early
on that the sedentary life wasn’t for
him. He volunteered at the Collier
County School System and the Hernando County Sheriff’s Office before moving to Charlotte County about a year
and a half ago. “We’re C.O.P. drivers
first,” Gene said of his Parking Enforcement designation. “I help out with
traffic control at accident scenes, assist
stranded motorists and various other
things that can free the deputies up for
their duties. Another volunteer and I do
the mail runs between agency offices. I
also pick up abandoned bicycles and
take them out to the impound yard behind the jail. Enforcing parking laws
throughout the county is one more duty. I find all of this work interesting and
rewarding,” he explained. When he
was living n Hernando County, Gene
took an intensive 12-week training session to become a Community Service
Aide. It gave him a comprehensive
background for his duties, along with
insight on how volunteer work fits in to
the big picture of law enforcement. If
all this isn’t enough, Gene joined his
wife when she attended the most recent Citizens’ Police Academy. Pitching
in as well as learning. Gene said he
enjoys working around people, keeping
busy and making a difference. This he
surely does.
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Grant Award Winners

Kevin Lafley and Jay McNeill received a
$500 grant from the Property and
Evidence Association of Florida. Kevin
and Jay were attending the PEAF
conference and training classes in
Orlando. Awarding the check is the
Florida PEAF President Kenneth Lininger and next to him is Beverly Hunt of
Lake Placid PD, our Chapter 5 leader.
SAVE THE DATE:
10/20/16 Treasure your Heath,
Benefits Fair, HQ 11 am—5 pm
10/22/16 Marine Patrol’s Safe
Boating Course. 575-5228 8am-1pm
10/22/16 EAF Glow Ball Golf Outing,
The Cove Golf Course
10/29/16 5K Run for the Animals,
Charlotte Sports Park
10/29/15 CCSO Job Fair 9am—12:00
HQ
11/11/16 Veteran’s Day Holiday
11/12/16 Employee Fall Fun Fest,
Training

Sgt. Craig Brandon presents Sheriff Bill
Prummell a plaque of thanks from the
Peace River Baptist Church. This was
given to the Sheriff’s Office during a
ceremony of the 15-year anniversary of
9/11.

Sgt. Christopher Maler presented
a CCSO Community Partner Challenge
Coin to Bo Maness, Assistant Manager
of Home Depot on Cochran Blvd. in
Port Charlotte for his generous
donation of two cases of mosquito
spray. Home Depot participated in the
“Bug Off” initiative to provide mosquito spray to our area homeless camps.

CCSO October Birthdays
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Sheriff Bill Prummell presents a Sheriff
Community Partner Challenge Coin and
Certificate of Thanks to Punta Gorda
Marina owner, Craig Massey. Punta
Gorda Marina donated and installed a
Bimini boat top for our Marine Patrol

Allen, Martin

17

Gunnard, Patricia

Brooks, David

18

Orneas, Geraldine

Healey, Dawn

Rhoad, Gene

Kirkland, Gregory

Sledzinski, Robert

McRae, Kristopher
Suarez, Nicolas

White, Donald
19

Williams, Kanada

3

Glazier, Jessica

Wood, James
20

Nasby, Kyle

Want to receive the CCSO Star News by
email? Send your request with your email
address to: CommunityAffairs@ccso.org
We will add you to the distribution list!
Send your good news to us at
CommunityAffairs@ccso.org as well.

Thomson, David

4

Brussard, Neil
McDonald, Richard

5

Cecchini, Justin

Misc. Pet Contestants

8
9

Daisy aka
Piggylicious
Dehart

Zazu
Henshaw
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Lupinetti, David
23

Russell, Richard

Fraioli, Beth
24

Winner

Hamlin, Mary
25

Monaghan, Nicholas
Reardon, George

12
13
14

Pineapple
Ganzia
Dehart

Khalessi
Scott

15

Havel, Shelley

16

Garlick, William

Libby, Jerome

Doyle, Aron
Conant, Robert

Alexander, Deryk
Gallego, Sam

Simpson, James

Chicola, Gustavo

Fisher, Scott
Sciandra, John

27

Stewart, Catherine

Pelfrey, Seth

Basler, Brittany
Dunbar, Katherine

Dupra, Allen
Lore, Robert

Perkins, Steven
Russell, Jason

Kalmar, Charles

11

Haszinger, Stephen
Kelly, Austin

Gaudette, Joseph
Piloto, Larry

Campbell, Joseph
Mackall, Franklin

22

Poole, Judith
Yerger, Lawrence

Stang, Sheila
Tuck, Jeanette

21

Rominger, Elizabeth

6

Mitchell, John

Laymon, Steven
28

Moore, Joella

31

Bordner, Kevin
McGlashan, Kristy
Scott, Amanda

Next edition:
October 28th, 2016
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