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January 15, 2020 

 

 

Dear Asbury, 

 

In the past few weeks, you may have seen news articles reporting that The United 

Methodist Church is going to split. Because many news agencies do not understand the 

complex way our denomination is governed, these have not been entirely accurate 

reports.  

 

At this point, NO decision has been made to split the denomination. Here’s what did 

happen: A diverse group of leaders from the largest caucus groups in the church, as well 

as a few bishops from across the theological spectrum, spent significant time working 

together on a negotiation. They have reached an agreement amongst themselves over how 

to end the denomination’s debate about how to include LGBTQ+ persons in the life of 

the church. Their proposal is to split the denomination into at least two separate 

denominations. If you want to read all the details of this proposal, you can read it at 

https://www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/mediation-team-offers-new-proposal-to-

separate-umc/ 

 

This agreement is one of many proposals to split The United Methodist Church that is 

being submitted to the General Conference, the governing body of our denomination. As 

of right now, no change has occurred. The only body, which can approve such a change, 

is the General Conference, which next convenes May 5, 2020-May 15, 2020. All 

submitted proposals regarding the split of the United Methodist Church will be sent to a 

specific sub-committee of the General Conference which will work to “perfect” (meaning 

change and amend as they see fit) the proposals. The proposals will be ranked by the sub-

committee and those deemed the highest priority will be brought to the main body of the 

General Conference. At that point, the main body of the General Conference will have an 

opportunity to make any changes they see fit before voting to approve or reject the 

proposals. It is likely that any proposal submitted to the General Conference will undergo 

significant changes prior to being voted upon. 

 

Some folks have asked me whether or not each individual church will have to vote on 

which denomination it will be a part of if The United Methodist Church does split. We 

simply do not know the answer to that yet. There are a lot of different possibilities and it 

will depend on what, if anything, passes at General Conference.  

 

It’s likely that those of us who are a part of Asbury will have mixed reactions to the 

possibility of the United Methodist Church splitting. Some may feel as though this is long 

overdue. For others, the idea is not a welcome thought. As we move through this 

uncertain time in the life of the church, it’s important for us to remember that the 

denomination has divided and merged many times in our history. While it is sad to 
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consider being parted from our brothers and sisters in the denomination, it is important to 

remember they will always be our brothers and sisters in Christ. The work of the church 

is to share Christ with the world, making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 

of the world.  

 

During this season, it will be even more important for us to be Christlike. Christ’s 

command to us to “love your neighbor,” does not have any exceptions. Disagreeing with 

one another does not free us from our responsibility to love one another. Now is when we 

lean into the Holy Spirit, asking God to help us not to harm one another.  We are called 

upon to work for the good of one another, building each other up in love. This is not 

always easy to do when conflict arises. It requires us to rely on God to work in and 

through us.  

 

One of the best things you can do for the future of the United Methodist Church is pray. 

Pray for us to reflect Christ to the world, pray for us to be kind to one another. Pray for 

God to continue to work in you, that you may be an embodiment of Christ’s love for the 

world, and pray that Asbury will continue to focus on the important work of sharing 

God’s love unconditionally. 

 

No matter what, God will not leave us nor forsake us. As long as we cling to Christ we 

can weather whatever the future holds.  

 

 

 

Blessings, 

 

 

 
 

Rev. Jen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


