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THE GATHERING OF GOD'S PEOPLE 
 

Special Announcement 

The Session of Trinity Presbyterian Church of Surfside Beach, SC will be meeting this Thursday, again using 

the ZOOM platform, to do the work of governing this congregation and overseeing it’s ministry and mission in 

the name of  Jesus Christ.  Friends, this church is not closed, is has not been closed, and as long as Jesus Christ 

has ministry and mission for us to do it will never be closed. 
 

Yes, this is the 11th Sunday when the pews in this sanctuary have been deprived of your presence.  Yes, it has 

been over two months since we suspended gathering people together within the walls and under the roof of our 

church building to meet, plan, learn, discuss, pray, and fellowship.   But let’s be clear, this congregation of 

disciples has worshipped each of those 11 weeks, some on Facebook Live, some on Facebook later, some using 

our website, others in their email inbox, and others using a transcript mailed to them and delivered the United 

States Postal Service.  During these 11 weeks we’ve had the Air Conditioners inspected, the roof repaired, 

we’ve painted our sanctuary, our Y2K staff led by Sandy Eaton have waxes the floors in the gym, kitchen, 

fellowship hall, classrooms, and community center bathrooms, they’ve painted walls, installed chair rails, and 

they’ve helped remove items we use in common from the sanctuary to be stored until it’s safe to use them in 

common again.  During these 11 weeks musicians of this congregation have played instruments, tuned their 

voices, and rang bells to the glory of God for worship and to bring joy.  Our worship services and Tuesday 

concerts have been shared by dozens of you and viewed 1,000’s of times through Social Media introducing new 

people to our vibrant mission and ministry.  One the first weekday we stopped gathering we hired a new Church 

Secretary, and Katie has already transformed our church email system to keep us informed about the ways God 

is working through this faith community. Committees that have needed to meet have done so on ZOOM or in 

the parking lot, the Disciple Bible study has continued its weekly session online, we’ve fellowshipped with 

virtual coffee hours and BINGO.  We are exploring news ideas and new ways of having safe, socially distant 

fellowship in the weeks to come.  Trinity Presbyterian Church has not been / is not / and will not be closed. 
 

We are however carrying out our mission in ministry in a manner that we believe fulfills the twofold 

commandment which Jesus said contained ‘all the law and the prophets’ that we love God with all our heart, all 

our soul, and all our mind, and that we shall love our neighbors as ourselves.”  The best way that we can love 

both ourselves and our neighbors as we love God is by being the church dispatched in the world, denying 

ourselves the joy of gathering together for this extended period of time, to protect ourselves, one another, and 

all of our neighbors.  I have been saddened by story after story of churches that thought they knew how to 

resume gathering for worship in ways that would be socially distanced and safe only to have their members and 

clergy alike infected with the novel coronavirus, as a result of their unwillingness to practice restraint and self-

denial, members and clergy have been infected with COVID-19, some have died, and those exposed and 

infected passed the virus on to others, who similarly became sick and some died.  Christ’s commandment to 

love our neighbors is requiring the church be open, to be essential, but to do so in new ways. In a 

commencement address to graduates of John Hopkins University and College of the Holy Cross this weekend 

Dr. Anthony Fauci said, “Now is the time for us to care selflessly about one another.” 
 

Some in high offices in our country are declaring that churches are essential and that we must resume in person 

worship at once.  Let me be clear, it is the Session of this congregation, and only the Session that will determine 

when gatherings of any sort – worship, meetings, fellowship, resume in this building.  It is the Session, and only 

the Session who will determine the safety measures and protocols we will all be asked to follow when those 

gathering resume. The politicization of public health measures and decisions – from whether to wear a mask in 

public or when churches should resume meeting is shameful and not helpful in the least.  Politicizing such 

matters runs the risk that whatever decision this Session or other Sessions or other church boards make about 

when and how to reopen some members will view those decisions with skepticism through a political lens.  I 

need you to know that I trust the faithfulness, wisdom, and ability for spiritual discernment of the men and 

women God has called and you have elected to serve as Elders for this congregation.  I will work with them and 



I will respect them and the decision they make, and I ask you to do the same, trusting that faithfulness to Jesus 

Christ as his church and love of God and neighbor will be their guiding principles. 
 

In a statement yesterday the J. Herbert Nelson, South Carolina native and Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian 

Church U.S.A. said, “The work of Jesus never required a temple.  Jesus’ ministry was adaptive.  We need to 

look closely at the way Jesus did ministry.  He lived, he preached, and he have his life to serve the Kingdom 

wherever God called him.  We do not need to rush people back into the pews while this virus is still claiming 

victims.  When people can go to church without fear of infection, we will be ready.  In the meantime – 

Demonstrate the Love of God in Christ; Be the Church – wherever you are.” 
 

Friends – this church is essential, you are essential, you are not expendable, and neither are our neighbors.  

Demonstrate love – wear a mask, wash your hands, stay home as much as possible, order takeout and tip the 

waitstaff, give to South Strand Helping Hand, make sandwiches for Help-4-Kids, pray for one another, pray for 

the sick, pray for healthcare and other essential workers; demonstrate love, as St. Paul might put it if he were 

writing us an Epistle today, now these three are essential – faith, hope, and love, and the greatest of these is 

love. 
 

Prelude Thine Is the Glory  JUDAS MACCABEUS 
 

Call to Worship & Prayer of the Day 

We gather to worship, some feeling empty, other feeling full to overflowing with blessings, some of us are 

whole, while others are broken; yet we are all yearning for the Holy Spirit to fill us.  We gather to worship, 

surrounding the table of grace, so we may be fed by the Bread of Life; that graced, we may serve others; that 

healed, we may bring hope to the world.  Let us worship God. Let us pray: 
 

Exalted God, you are the constant lover who never forsakes us; you are the mother who cradles her children, 

you are the teacher  patiently repeating your words for us.  We worship you. 
 

Jesus Christ, you in you we are convinced God loves us; through you we are formed into your people; with you 

we serve those the world has forgotten.  We follow you. 
 

Holy Spirit, you are the power that gives us peace; you are the wisdom that reveals the broken in our midst; you 

are the Comforter and Advocate we need.  We welcome you. 
 

O God of glory, sovereign of all nations, the risen and ascended Christ calls us to carry your message of life to 

all people.  Led by the power of your Holy Spirit, may we witness always to the hope to which we are called as 

we share Christ’s love to the ends of the earth.  Amen. 
 

Hymn  From All That Dwell Below the Skies     LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

Call to Confession 

Jesus tells us that repentance and forgiveness is to be offered in his name.  Therefore, let us confess our sins 

to God, who assures us of new life through the power of Christ’s redeeming love.  Let us pray: 
 

Corporate Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Living God, we confess that our faith is sometimes weak, our love for others can be faint, our prayers are 

often timid, and our gratitude is frequently unconvincing.  When we stand looking toward heaven, yet 

feel far from you, you drawn near in mercy to forgive us, and fill us with your power, through the grace 

of Jesus, our resurrected Savior.  Amen. 
 

(Moment for Silent Reflection) 
 

Declaration of Forgiveness & The Peace of Christ 

Friends in Christ, as Christ is our witness, God’s power to pardon is immeasurable. Therefore, proclaim this 

good news to the ends of the earth: through the mercy of Christ, our sins are forgiven!  Alleluia!  Amen.  And 

Friends, may the peace of Christ be with you. 
 



THE WORD OF GOD READ AND PROCLAIMED 
 

New Testament Lesson Acts 1: 1 – 11 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day when 

he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 

chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 

during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to 

leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from 

me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 

Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 

authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were 

watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up 

toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 

looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way 

as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 

Special Music  Jesus Shall Reign Were’er the Sun  DUKE STREET 
 

New Testament Lesson Ephesians 1: 15 – 23 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease 

to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 

of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of 

your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 

glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, 

according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the 

dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And God has 

put all things under Christ’s feet and has made Christ the head over all things for the church, which is Christ’s 

body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

Sermon Grace-full to Overflowing  Rev. Anthony L. Larson 

Between the shores of the Black Sea and the Kachkar mountains, at the crossroad of Western Asia and Eastern 

Europe is the country of Georgia, where Christianity has been well established since at least the 4th century.   

The Byzantine Empire, which encompassed the land now known as Georgia, lasted just over a millennium and 

the kings and queens of that empire exercised benevolent patronage towards the church.  They dispatched artists 

from Constantinople to Georgia to build huge churches out of local rock in alpine meadows carpeted by wild 

geraniums where the sound of waterfalls is all around you. 
 

These artists were clearly inspired by God’s natural cathedral because there is nothing modest about the 

churches they built.  These Byzantine church were monument, full of exquisite arches, frescoes, and stone 

work.  Some of the churches still exist today, but they survive not as congregations, but as buildings – better 

classified as ruins, unless they’ve been preserved as museums. 
 

The last baptism in the Kachkar mountains took place in the 1800’s, people still seek God in the towns and 

villages there, but they seek God, worship God, and serve God predominately by adhering to the Five Pillars of 

Islam.  The ancestors of those ancient artists have becomes farmer, who still pluck old roof tiles and gargoyle 

parts out of their fields as they plow. 
 

I’m assured that if you travel there today, you can find the wrecks of the great Byzantine churches deep in the 

countryside, with what is left of their high walls poking up through the canopy of trees like the masts of ships 

wrecked so long ago the ocean has vanished.  All the good carvings have been carried away, some preserved in 

museums.  Also quite a few of the stones used to construct these churches have been carried off, re-quarried 

from the church walls for their own homes. 



 

The ruins of these churches still serve the surrounding communities in other ways.  They serve as soccer fields 

and sheep pens.  The roofs are gone, so are the doors, and the floors, and the altars.  What remains are the walls, 

those graceful arches, and here and there, remain traces of an old fresco that has somehow survived more than a 

millennium.  Barbara Brown Taylor says you’re standing amidst the ruins, marveling at the architecture, and 

then you see it – “half a face, with one eye looking right at you – one raised arm –the fingers curled in that 

distinct constellation: it is Christ the Lord, still giving his blessing to a ruined church.”i Your worship bulletin 

contains a photograph of one of those frescoes. 
 

I think those ancient churches, walls still standing, roof an open sky, a carpet of grass where sheep may safely 

graze, and the perpetual presence of Christ extending his blessing of peace are a fitting image to pair with the 

words that Paul penned in his letter to the church at Ephesus.  It is a triumphant letter in which Paul proclaims 

Christ as the Ascended and divinely crowned Ruler of all Creation and then identifies the church as Christ’s 

body and God’s chosen instrument for the reconciliation of the world.  The church is commissioned as an 

outpost of the Kingdom of God, a colony of heaven on earth.  The church is to be the place where the 

redemption, reconciliation, and re-creation of all things that will fully be accomplished on the Last Day is 

already to have begun and to be visible and tangible to a sinful and broken world that hungers for the Kingdom 

of God. 
 

From the heart of Christ’s body, the church, shall flow all the transforming love of God – bestowing hope, Paul 

says, bestowing immeasurable greatness.  As God is to Christ, so shall the church be to the world – the mean of 

filling the whole Creation with the glory of God. 
 

Barbara Brown Taylor says of this image, “Imagine a four-tiered fountain, in which God’s glory – spills over 

into Christ, and Christ’s glory pours into the church, and the church’s glory drenches the whole universe.”ii 
 

Paul sees this glory drenching and transforming the universe as clearly as I observed the transformation of the 

beach yesterday as the tide rolled in, smoothing away footprints, filling holes and eroding to nothing castles in 

the sand – it was like watching Isaiah’s come to life, “Every valley shall be raised up, every mountains and hill 

made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.” 
 

Paul sees this clearly. And as careful students of the text have pointed out, Paul sees this cascade of glory and 

this flood of transformation so clearly that he writes about it in the past and present tense: “And God has put all 

thing under his feet and has made Christ the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness 

of him who fills all in all.” 
 

Paul sees this all clearly, although, as scholars of Paul familiar with his biography will tell you, it’s pretty 

certain he wrote this letter from a jail cell.  We may have an easier time imagining this – a cramped space, dark, 

damp, perhaps a sliver of light coming from a small window placed too high to provide a view – we can 

probably see that more clearly that we can see what Paul so clearly saw. 
 

Paul’s life was soon to come to a violent end, I suspect he could see that coming when he wrote this letter to the 

church in Ephesus, but none of that diminished in any way Paul’s sense of God’s providence or of God’s 

mission for the Church of Jesus Christ. 
 

Paul may have seen other things coming as well.  From the content and tone of Ephesians the church in Ephesus 

was not ailing, it was not full of conflict the way the church in Corinth and Galatia were.  But I suspect Paul 

also knew that the Christians in Ephesus had some real fears about the future.  These Christians knew Paul was 

writing to them from prison, they knew the Roman government was fast running out of patience with zealots 

from Palestine.  Aquila and Priscilla, leaders of the Christian communities in Rome are now living in Ephesus 

because the Emperor Claudius had kicked all the Jews out of Rome.  Five years or so earlier when Paul was in 

Ephesus he had started a riot, his evangelical efforts had been so successful that Demetrius, a silversmith who 

crafted little silver shrines of Artemis had felt his pockets being pinched as the Christian church grew and fewer 

people purchased his Artemis trinkets.  Not everyone saw the transformation being wrought by the church as a 

sign of grace and glory. 



 

Historically, we know that in less than 40 years from when Paul penned this letter there was pretty serious 

trouble in Ephesus.  In the little letters of 1st, 2nd, and 3rd John we hear an accusation that the Ephesian 

congregation has forsaken its first love.  And in St. John the Divine’s Revelation, in the midst of present or 

pending violence persecution the prophet speaks these words, “To the church at Ephesus – you have forsaken 

the love you had at first.  Consider how far you have fallen!  Repent and do the things you did at first.”  Perhaps 

Paul could see all this coming too. 
 

I sometimes wonder whether these 1st century churches had more to worry about that we do.  The Colossians 

were battling pop psychology masquerading as theology – we’re still doing that.  The Thessalonians were 

confused about the Second Coming – that too has not changed.  The Corinthians were bickering over worship – 

oh, the stories from colleagues I could tell, the Christian in Pergamum were dealing with immorality and the 

Laodiceans were lethargic – the similarity of it all two thousand years later is disturbing.  As so we who believe 

in, worship, and seek to follow Jesus Christ may find ourselves asking what is clearly an ages-old question: Out 

of this mess, can Christ really preserve the church?  Or are all Christians, all churches, like those in the Kachkar 

mountains on their way out? 
 

Paul may have seen his own violent end on the horizon, and he may have seen the persecution and struggles of 

the church on their way, but with the eyes of his heart enlightened Paul clearly saw that ultimately, those things 

did not matter – Paul could, and it seems often did keep count of the insults and harassments, the beatings and 

the arrest he experienced as a result of his evangelism – he kept count of them, but he knew they didn’t 

ultimately matter.   
 

What mattered was the power he felt billowing through his body when he spoke of Christ.  What mattered was 

the words he was given, whether preaching in public or penning in private, words that surprised even Paul as 

the flowed from his lips or his quill; what mattered where the transformations that happened to those who heard 

the Gospel and believed.  In the grip of the Spirit’s power, which transformed Paul into a conduit for the 

Gospel, with the Holy Spirit using his voice Paul had no doubt about God’s ultimate victory.  God would 

succeed.  God has already succeeded.  The world was simply slow to catch on. 
 

There are a lot of people in this present moment who are worried that the sabbath from in person worship will 

hasten the end of many churches, speed the decline of Christianity in our land.  To this I think Paul would say 

that we need to stop trying to count up the cost of this crises and start counting upon what really matters.  

Friends, do we think there’s not enough power at the right hand of God to save the Church?  Are we afraid that 

because for now we are worshipping on-line, on the phone, over the radio, by the mail that when we baptize a 

baby he won’t be clothed in Christ and belong to him forever, or that when we confess our sins to the Lord of 

Love he won’t keep his promise of forgiveness?  Are we afraid that faithful preaching of the Gospel won’t work 

over the internet? 
 

Friends, can we not see what Paul so clearly saw from his prison cell?  That the fulness of God’s power and 

glory has been to poured into Christ, who showered this power and glory into his Church, as Christ’s body – we 

are empowered to do Christ’s work of redemption, reconciliation, and re-creation through the power of the 

Gospel at work in our lives wherever we may be!  The fullness of Christ who fills all in all is ours, yesterday, 

today, tomorrow, forever – wherever the church may be - gathered or scattered - the fullness of God is pleased 

to dwell. 
 

And if you’re hearing this and saying, Yeah right! I don’t blame you.  Our churches are not perfect, and being a 

part of often means finding yourself in the midst of fights about what kind of music to sing, or who can use 

which rooms in the building; and those outside the church often perceive us as hypocritical and judgmental and 

quite often they are being served enough hypocrisy and judgment elsewhere and don’t need any more from the 

church, so they drive past our doors without giving us a second glance.   
 



I think there are a lot of people searching, but they suspect they are searching for more than we are offering 

them.  These seekers, like us, live and move and have their being in God, and their hearts are restless, and will 

remains so until they rest in God, and so they are seeking for a place where they may sense the presence of God. 
 

One certain indicator of God’s presence in a community is the witness and testimony of people who display 

sure signs of having been changed by that presence.  When people come into our presence they should sense 

that they have crossed a border, that they have entered into an outpost of the Kingdom of God.  That boundary 

can be the threshold off our building, and if often has been, people cross into this space and among you and they 

know they are home; but as disciples are charged with creating outposts of God’s kingdom in our homes, our 

cars, any place we are, in every interaction and encounter we have, we should strive to bring the Kingdom with 

us and to share it with others. 
 

The Church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, the church is a people, and within the people ought to 

be the place where God lives. 
 

And according to Paul, it is!  We may be worshiping on the Internet and Fellowship and Meeting on ZOOM; 

The roof may be gone, and there may be sheep grazing in the nave, but Christ is still there – half a face, one 

wide eye looking right at us, one hand raised in endless benediction – still giving his blessing; if he can 

perpetually bless a ruined church, he can absolutely bless a virtual church.  Christ cannot, or least will not, be 

separated from his body. 
 

Paul declares that we, the people, are Christ’s body, we are the consummation, the fullness of Christ who fills 

all in all.  Without us, Christ’s fullness is not full.  Without Christ, we are as good as dead.  Christ may not need 

us, but we have been clothed in Christ, sealed in his love, and we belong to him forever.  We are his elect, says 

Paul (long before Calvin), the agents of God’s will for the redemption of the Creation. 
 

Paul sees this so clearly, and he prays that we will see it too, that the eyes of our hearts will be opened and we 

see the great power of God at work all around us. 

Here in our congregation, Cindy Kidd has organized a way to ensure that our sandwich making ministry with 

Help-4-Kids will continue, volunteers will be making sandwiches at home, and dropping them off here at the 

church where they will be distributed to feed hungry kids in our community.  Meanwhile, our Christian 

Education committee is pulling together a VBS-2-GO program which will be able to offer to the kids of Trinity 

Y2K, but also to other kids who we can reach out to through social media. 
 

At the other end of our Presbytery, the town of Summerton, SC is about 30 miles South of Sumter, and the 

poverty rate in Summerton before this pandemic was 26%, twice the national average.  The town does not have 

a grocery store – no Food Lion or Kroger or Piggly Wiggly, residents have to drive some distance toward 

Sumter for groceries.  As the economic hardship of the pandemic became apparent, the Summerton Presbyterian 

Church began converting space in their manse for the Summerton Food Pantry, they are purchasing refrigerators 

and freezers, installing a sink to try and provide neighbors in need with fresh produce and other food. 
 

From our larger Presbyterian family this week, I saw a great story of the Christian witness of a faithful woman 

who had taken on the responsibility of doing the time for children in her congregation’s worship service for 

over 30 years, a few years ago she moved into an Assisted Living Center and had to “retire” from that ministry 

as she was rarely able to attend worship.  But over these last few weeks she has come out of retirement, from 

her room in the Nursing Home, with a cell phone, she is recording the ‘time for the children’ which is then put 

into the congregation’s on-line worship service.  I only had to watch one, to see the joy in her eyes and hear the 

warmth in her voice, to know that she had found her calling 30 years ago.. 
 

I could go on, but I think you get the idea.  Christ’s has empowered, is empowering, and will always empower 

the church for ministry in his name, where Christian are willing to open themselves to service and bring God’s 

Kingdom near. 
 

No matter how hard we try in the church, we will always mess some things up.  I’m sure someone is curating a 

blooper reel of mishaps and mistakes as church that never dreamed of livestreaming their worship learned the 



ropes in real-time.  Back in March, a priest in England was wrapping up his live daily prayer service when he 

got too close to candles he had lit, catching himself on fire, he noticed quickly and exclaimed, “Oh dear, I’ve 

just caught fire, Oh word” as he blew himself out, unhurt but in need of a new vestment.iii  Last month a Rector 

in Virginia inadvertently turned a filter on for his livestream that gave him great-big googly-eyes, it was a hit.iv 
 

And yet, no matter how badly we miss some things up in the church, other things will keep turning out right, 

because we are not, thanks be to God, in charge.   
 

With the eyes of our heart enlightened, you can usually spot the one who is. 
 

All we have to do is search for any remnant, any rubble even of the church that is stall standing – any place 

where God is still worshipped, any bunch of faces that are still turned toward the light – and you will see him 

there bending over them, his hand upraised in endless blessing.  Pouring his love, grace, and power into the 

Church, into you and me…It is Christ who fills all in all, whose fullness has spilled over into us. It is Christ the 

Lord. 
 

Hymn     In the Midst of New Dimensions NEW DIMENSIONS 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD'S WORD  
 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

O God of Life and of History, we make our prayers on this day for sacred remembrance and a renewal of the 

Spirit. We remember with a sense of gratitude and humility the thousands upon thousands who have died in this 

nation’s wars and conflicts. We come to renew our resolution to make of their deaths a meaning that shall be for 

peace and justice and the birth of a new hope in the earth. As we remember the thousands of men and women 

who have given their lives in the line of duty, we honor their memories and remember them, their families and 

friends in prayer. May these honored dead now rejoice eternally in the presence of the Risen Lord. 
 

The national flag of our country flies at half-staff today as this nation mourns the nearly 100,000 who have died 

in our current war, not against a human enemy, but against a virus.  Tomorrow our country will fly its flag at 

half-staff as we mourn and remember those who have died in service to our nation in its other wars and 

conflicts. May You, O Compassionate and Loving God, be with the families and friends of those who have 

died. Lord of Promise, give them consolation and hope, strength and comfort. 
 

We pray for all the peoples of our country that we may come to appreciate the dedication and service provided 

to and for us by those in the military, the police and the fire departments. In this most recent war, we also 

express our appreciation for health care workers on the front lines of the battlefield, and those other essential 

workers who are keeping the nation fed, some of them too have giving the last full measure of devotion for their 

fellow citizens. Loving Lord, reward them for their labors and their sacrifice on our behalf.  

 

May we remember this day the dead not only of our nation’s wars, but also of all wars in all lands where men, 

women and children have lost their lives to the harsh and bitter cruelty of human combat. In our remembrance 

may we not be puffed up with the overbearing pride of a false and narrow patriotism, but rather may we be 

endowed with a generous patriotism that reaches out to the human family on every continent and shore. May we 

come to love the earth and your universal kingdom of love and justice with a zeal equal to and surpassing our 

love of country. Make us more compassionate, loving and forgiving as we call to mind the tragic deaths 

wrought by so many wars in so many lands that our hearts cannot contain them for fear of breaking. 
 

God of power, may our gratitude for those who have given their life in service to their country guide the way we 

use our freedoms to shape our national life.  God of power, strengthen us to help shape a country where our 

children will be free of the burdens of racism and sexism, fear and exploitation, violence and indifference, greed 

and pollution; where all people work with dignity, are rewarded fairly, and respected fully; where labor, rest, 

play, and worship are in blessed, graceful balance.  God of glory, strengthen us to shape a nation where the 

value of families is reflected in decent homes, good schools, safe neighborhoods, mutually earned trust, 

respected differences; where older person are not forgotten, trivialized, marginalized, brutalized, or God help 

us, sacrificed for the economy – but rather honored for their experience and service, cherished for the gifts, and 



sought for the wisdom. God of mercy, strengthen us to help shape a nation where diversity is a source of 

enrichment, compassion is common, suffering lightened through sharing, justice attended, joy pervasive, hope 

lived, the hum of the universe heard, and together with you and with each other, we build what is beautiful, true, 

and worthy of your generosity to us, an echo, an outpost, a colony of your kingdom. 
 

Lord, we did not anticipate remembering those killed in war while grieving so many lost to a pandemic. We did 

not imagine we would visit the graves of our veterans even when we cannot hold funerals for loved ones who 

died while we practice social distancing. We did not think we would still be wearing masks, limiting our 

gatherings and foregoing in-person worship for the sake of everyone’s safety and health. This Memorial Day, as 

we give thanks for those who made the ultimate sacrifice in service to our country, we do so soberly and with a 

deep appreciation for all who choose to limit their personal freedom in order to further the common good. We 

give thanks for those who exercised duty and courage despite the great cost to themselves and their loved ones. 

We pray that we who enjoy the benefits of their sacrifice will honor their memory by doing our part to work for 

a country where God’s abundant life for all is self-evident and sacrosanct.  
 

O Lord our God, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! And so we pray as Christ taught us to pray… 
 

SENT BY GOD'S WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

Hymn  Joy to the World RICHMOND 
 

Charge & Benediction 
 

Postlude  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
 

i Taylor, Barbara Brown, Sermon: He Who Fills All in All 
ii Ibid, Taylor 
iii https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LIVQOKZz-W4 
iv https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=10157289351263379&id=695668378 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LIVQOKZz-W4
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=10157289351263379&id=695668378

