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The Framework of the Cross (A Lenten Devotional) by Rev. Joel Long 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:18  

At the time for writing this devotional, I was in North Carolina helping my eldest son replace 

water damaged subflooring due to a leak from a dishwasher. 

Upon removing the wood parquet tile, the water damage to the subfloor was extensive.  We 

cut away the compromised wood to expose the floor beams underneath the top flooring.  

Unfortunately, the framework was compromised, too.  It had to be repaired. 

From wood floors to human lives, when and if a framework of a floor or a life is weakened or 

compromised, the demise of the outer surface will ultimately be exposed. 

During this Lenten season, those of us who are disciples of Christ are making our annual 

journey from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday.  Our steps will again take us through 

Jerusalem where the framework of the cross will support our pilgrimage along with those of 

our fellow travelers. 

As we worked to remove the deteriorated wood and installed the new laminate vinyl flooring, 

I spent time thinking about our Lenten journeys. Particularly, I focused on the cross as the 

underlying framework necessary to complete our Lenten travels.  

Where would be without the framework Christ’s cross provides?  We know the answer…right?   

Certainly, you and I know this message of the cross “seems foolish to those who are perishing, 

but to those of us who are being saved we know it to be the very power of God.”  (1 

Corinthians 1:18)                                                          

We thank God that nothing, absolutely nothing, will damage or compromise Christ’s Cross.  It 

has and will continue to withstand all seasons of potentially destructive conditions.  Unlike the 

framework of a kitchen floor, the message of the cross was not made with human hands 

rather it was made of heaven’s eternal materials. 

On this day of Lent, may we never forget this great truth--with the cross as our framework for 

living, Christ’s death on that cross has provided the framework for us to complete our walk 

from this life to the next.  Thanks be to God! 

Prayer:  Holy God, thank you for the cross--the framework of grace and mercy.  Thank you for 

a son’s water damaged floor that provided the structure for today’s devotional thought.  

Remind us to build upon Christ’s eternal cross as we carry our personal crosses of discipleship 

on our journey from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday.  In the name of Christ, the framework 

of life, we pray…Amen! 
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