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The Wisdom of Wizards 
Wisdom is a central virtue in the biblical tradition; both Proverbs and Ecclesiastes speak of the wise as 

being receptive to instruction, as heeding the counsel of others, as possessing self-control, honesty, 

diligence.  The restraint and integrity of the wise enable them to act in a timely way, so that wisdom 

becomes a practical as well as an intellectual virtue.  The wise are also teachers and scholars and 

writers, and they are oftentimes old, their wisdom having been gained from long experience.  The 

Wisdom Teacher of Ecclesiastes says, “For everything there is a season.” (3:1) 

 

We are in an unexpected season these days.  Winter has given way to Spring, that was expected, 

eagerly anticipated even.  But shortly after we passed the vernal equinox, and each day held more light 

than darkness, we also entered into a season of social distancing, and self-quarantining; a season where 

gatherings of more than three are to be dispersed, every public dining room is closed, and going to the 

grocery store feels like an act of bravery. It feels a bit like a late March snowstorm has blanketed the 

earth with a foot of snow (an apocalyptic event in the South) and we were all caught leaning into 

Spring. This unexpected season calls for wisdom.  I hope this is wisdom.  Seasons change, they are not 

forever, so it will be with this season.  Nevertheless, this is a difficult season, no sense pretending it is 

otherwise.  And yet, the only seasons we are ever called to be in is the one we’re living in right now. 

The only question is, will we be faithful in this season? 

 

The term “wizard” derives from the Middle English wys, which means wise.  I share with you the 

counsel of two wizards from fiction in this season.  The first wizard, Gandalf, was introduced to the 

world in 1954 by J. R. 

R. Tolkien in the first 

novel of his trilogy, 

The Fellowship of the 

Ring.  The young 

hobbit Frodo has been 

pulled into an epic 

battle between forces 

of good and evil, a 

season where the fate 

of entire peoples is at 

stake, and in an early 

moment of honesty he 

says to the wizard 

Gandalf, “I wish 

[these things] need not 
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have happened in my time.”  To which Gandalf replies with tender wisdom, “So do I, and do all who 

live to see such times.  But that is not for them to decide.  All we have to decide is what to do with the 

time that is given us.” 

 

“This is the day which the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it” says the 118th Psalm.  It is an 

invitation to live each day as a gift whatever the season may be.  It suggests that if you lean into your 

faith, even in this season, you will find God’s presence with you too, offering hope and joy, comfort 

and courage for this struggle, for however long this seasons lasts. 

 

Which brings me to the second fictional wizard, Albus Dumbledore, from the wizarding world of 

Harry Potter created by J. K. Rowling.  Harry Potter, much like Frodo Baggins, finds himself drawn 

into an epic battle between the forces of good and evil, and he too in a dark and dreary time seeks the 

counsel of his Headmaster, Albus Dumbledore, who tells him, “Happiness can be found, even in the 

darkest of times, if one only remembers to turn on the light.” 

 

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have 

the light of life” (John 8:12).  Jesus also said to his disciples, “You are the light of the world…let your 

light shine before others” (Matthew 5:14-16).   

 

One of the traits of Albus Dumbledore that I appreciated is that while he is firmly on the side of good, 

and tremendously powerful, Dumbledore often stands back to let those on the good side take up the 

struggle.  Instead of simply waving his wand and providing all the solutions, Dumbledore lights the 

way for others to join in bringing about justice and righteousness.  Similarly, I think in these days, 

Christ is calling his disciples, his Church, to turn towards the light, to shine that light to others, and to 

trust that no matter what his Light shines in the darkness (and no matter how hard it tries) that darkness 

did not (and shall not) overcome it (John 1:5). 

 

May we seek wisdom in these days.  The wisdom to know that even in this season we are called to be 

fully present, to bear witness to our faith.  To know that within this season we are being asked to draw 

from the wells of wonder and joy and engage the possibilities of new and creative responses to 

changed and challenging circumstances.  To trust that whatever happens in this season, ultimately all 

of time, even time itself is being made new, that finally what we are awaiting is the joyful redemption 

and recreation of time itself.  Isaiah glimpsed it.  Mary sang of it.  John longed for it. The one seated on 

the throne declares, “Behold, I am making all things news!” (Revelation 21:5). 

 

Friends, what are you doing 

with this time that has been 

given to you?  Are you 

remembering to turn towards 

the Light? Are you sharing 

the Light with others?  This is 

holy work, it will take 

wisdom and courage, but I 

believe it is how we are 

called to live in this and every 

season. 

 

Peace, 

--Pastor Tony 
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Special Offering for April 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF 

SHARING (OGHS) 

Around the world millions of people 

lack access to sustainable food 

sources, clean water, sanitation, and 

education. This offering is received 

during the season of Lent (February 

26—April 12). One Great Hour of 

Sharing provides assistance through 

the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

(PDA) (32%) which works alongside 

communities as they recover and 

find hope after the devastation of 

natural or human-caused disasters. Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP) (36%) helps to take action to 

lessen hunger and universal causes of poverty in order to feed the poor. Self-Development of People 

(SDOP) (32%) invests in communities that respond to their experiences of racism, oppression, poverty, 

and injustice as well as educating Presbyterians about the impact of these social problems. Please give 

generously to this worthy cause and help millions of people around the world gain access to 

sustainable resources. (Presbyterian Church U.S.A, 2020) 

Note from Mustard Seed Editor: Normally Special Offerings Envelopes are fastened to the mailed 

copies of the Mustard Seed. However, since this edition is primarily being distributed electronically, 

we suggest one of four options for your offerings.  You can pick up a One Great Hour of Sharing 

envelope in the Church lobby, put in your contribution, and leave it in the office. You can mail your 

check to the church.  If you use your online banking option, you can send a contribution electronically. 

You can donate online directly with PayPal here:  https://trinitypresbychurch.com/donate   

 

Certain expenses of the church continue whether or not the building 

is open.  Please consider continuing to make your pledge 

contributions to the church by mail, by dropping by the office and 

leaving a check, or send your check electronically.

 

April’s Deacon of the Month 

Larry Humason 

843 231 0195 

https://trinitypresbychurch.com/donate


Mustard Seed April 2020 page 4 

Worship @ Trinity Presbyterian Church 
April 2020 

 

The Session has determined that Trinity will continue to provide for the worship of the congregation 

using a live broadcast on Facebook Live, a video of the worship on the website, and a transcript of the 

service delivered by email through the month of April.  This determination was based upon guidance 

from government at all levels and leadership of our Presbytery.  The Session will enthusiastically 

return to in person worship in the sanctuary as soon as social distancing guidelines are lifted. 
 

Given that determination, Dr. Diana Scroggins and I have been working diligently to imagine a series 

Holy Week worship services for the month of April.  We are looking for ways to make these services 

more interactive. Here is what we have planned so far: 
 

Diana and I will continue to select music and invite musicians to help lead our on-line/video worship 

in ways that observe social distancing and copyright laws.  
 

Sunday, April 5 – Palm Sunday  

• We are asking you to try and find a palm frond (leaf) on your 

own.  Cut one from your palm tree?  Ask a neighbor for a frond 

from their palm? Ask for one from your grocery store florist?  

Once you’ve obtained a palm, take a selfie (or have someone take a photo) of you waving your 

palm branch.  Pastor Tony will invite you to post those photos to Facebook during the prelude. 

• The service will explore the meaning of the word “Hosanna” (God save us!) and the humility 

and determination of Jesus as he rode into Jerusalem. 
 

Sunday, April 12 – Maundy Thursday (observed) 

• The service will place on emphases on the new commandment 

to loving service, exemplified by the foot washing and self-sacrifice at 

the meal. 

• You are invited to prepare for worship by making a loaf of 

bread.  This is a way of creating a common loaf, by having as many 

who are willing bake bread using the same recipe. The recipe is 

provided below and will also be posted on Facebook and emailed to the 

congregation. It is for unleavened bread (Jesus and the disciple were eating the Passover meal). 

You will also need to acquire your own “fruit of the vine”, whether that is Welch’s grape juice 

or your favorite red wine. 

• You will be invited to share a photo of your “communion table” at home as we gather in the 

service for the sacrament. 

• If baking unleavened bread isn't for you, not to worry.  Any bread you buy or have in your 

cupboard will do. 
 

Simple Unleavened Bread Recipe 

Ingredients:  

• 4 cups whole wheat flour 

• 1 cup white flour 

• 2 cups water 

• ¼ cup honey 

• 1 ½  teaspoons salt 

• ¼ cup oil 
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Directions: 

1. Mix all ingredients together 

2. Roll out until dough is 1/8” thick. 

3. Cut into 4” x 5” rectangles 

4. Place on a greased cookie sheet 

5. Bake at 400 degrees for about 15 minutes 

 

 

Sunday, April 19 – Good Friday (observed) 

• Worshippers will be invited to engage with the mystery of the cross 

by sharing images of a cross from their homes, and offering a brief reflection 

on what it means to them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, April 26 – Holy Saturday / Great Vigil of 

Easter (observed) 

• The emphasis in this service is on healing and 

wholeness as well as keeping vigil 

• Worshippers will be invited – in real time – to submit intercessory prayer requests for healing 

and wholeness. 

 

 

Finally, we will recognize the traditional date of Easter on April 12, but the Session has designated that 

the next time we are able to gather in our sanctuary as the People of God we will observe and celebrate 

Easter Sunday.  We will do this with choral anthems, special instrumentalists, the celebration of the 

Lord’s Supper, and the baptism of Henry Johnson.  We hope that this will be early in May, but we will 

follow guidance from public health officials in making this determination. 

 

 

 
 

         ~ Peace , 

  Pastor Tony  

Check on your bread in the first 

few minutes of baking. Pop any 

bubbles that may form 
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Hello, I’m a Member 

Here and  

My Name is… 

 

We ring the buzzer, the door 

opens and we’re off to our 

meeting, the sewing room, the 

choir room or wherever our visit to 

Trinity takes us. We’ve all become used 

to our faces being recognized by the 

church secretary and our friends 

working as office volunteers, and many 

of us don’t stop and say hello to the 

office. As you read this Mustard Seed, 

we’re training our new secretary—

Katie Spatuzza. You all will be a sea of 

new faces and new friends coming in 

the door to meet her. 

 

Please come into the office, introduce 

yourselves, and welcome Katie before 

you disappear down a hallway. Keep 

your welcomes brief at first as there is a 

lot to learn and we need to have our bulletins each Sunday. And based on the 

number of folks who come to Trinity that will be a lot of introductions in the beginning. 

Plus lots of re-introductions too. 

 

If there are items that you regularly ask of the office, please be patient with Katie and 

explain your request clearly. The Administration team will be right beside her doing 

the training for the first few weeks, so if you have any different or urgent needs, let us 

know so we can assist.  

 

We’re sure that Katie will receive a traditional warm Trinity welcome. 

 

Admin Team, 

Phyllis Wicker 

Debbie Humason 

Lynn Edwards 

 

Attention 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 

has a new fax number. 

843-353-1883 

(Record the change on the front of your church directory) 
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New Harmony Annual Meeting for Women 

The annual Presbyterian Women Meeting was scheduled to be held at First 

Presbyterian Church in Myrtle Beach on Saturday, April 25 at 9 a.m.  It would 

be a meeting close enough for everyone to attend.  At this point it seems 

unlikely that it will happen.  If it does, we will let you know. 

New Harmony Help Shops 

Looking ahead, we have a date for the annual workshop.  These will be held nearby, too.  

Kingston Presbyterian Church in Conway will host the breakout workshops on Saturday, August 

1.  More information will follow. 

Yard Sale  

We requested newspapers, and you came through.  We have enough for now. Thank you.  

Donations of yard sale items has been slow but steady, but now would be a good time to be 

gathering those items for donations.   

Remember the dates: Set-up-September 23 and 24.  Yard Sale- September 25 and 26. 

 
MOBILE MEALS 
 
Mobile Meals in an effort to keep contact with patrons to a minimum is 
delivering two meals on Monday and three meals on Wednesday.  Meals 
are left in coolers by the front door for the patron to retrieve.  Thanks 
to Karen Watts, Sharon Rousseau, Jerry & JoAnn Kuhn, Harry Walker 
and Jim Montgomery for delivering Mobile Meals March.    If you would 
like to help deliver meals, please let me know.  Next meal delivery will be 
the week of May 4, 2020—May 8, 2020.  
Jim Montgomery, Coordinator 
724-989-5580 
  

Card Studio Update 

As with all the meetings at Trinity, the Card Studio Hours have been suspended.  However, I 

want to take this time to give an update on the donations we have contributed to the Debt 

Reduction Program.  The Card Making Group has contributed $595 since its beginning in April 

2019.  This is not an insignificant number, and I want to thank all those ladies who helped make 

cards for our sales.  We will be restarting our Open Studio Hours when this virus allows groups 

to meet again.  Until then, please continue to save card fronts for us to use.  In this time, we 

may receive more cards as people utilize other means of communication.  Please stay safe and 

practice measures advised by the CDC and WHO. 

---Bonnie 
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Pancake Dinner 2020 Update & Thank You 

 
Trinity Presbyterian Church’s fifth annual Mardi Gras/ Fat 
Tuesday Pancake Supper sponsored by the Presbyterian 
Men’s Group was held on Tuesday, February 25, 2020 
between 5:00 PM & 6:30 PM.  The event was very 
successful with 133 dinners served.  I would like to thank 
all who attended the Pancake Supper and hope you all 
enjoyed the food and the warm fellowship.   
 
An event of this type can only be possible and successful 
with the help of many volunteers working together.  I 
would like to thank all those who volunteered for their 

valued service in making the pancake supper a success: Brian Flint, Steve & Chris Nisbet, Harry & 
Debbie Walker, Bob Jones, John Bacot, Bill Bentley, Ray Spitz, Marge Hawkins, Bill & Janette 
Forman, Richard Phenegar, Ben & Alice Hartman, Judy Oskandy, Bonnie Griffith, Stan Bittner, Joel 
Long, Shelly Johnson, John & Phyllis Collins, Faye Parker, Jim & Liz Montgomery, Debbie & Larry 
Humason, Al Sweigert, Ben & Alice Hartman, and Brad Thompson. Finally I would like to thank 
Sandy Eaton and the Y2K program for allowing us early access to the gym area for set up and 
dinner preparation, and Lynn & Phyllis for all the church bulletin notices, and Kathleen Fair for 
Mustard Seed notices for this event. Thank you all again and hope to see you all at our next event.  
 
Ed Oskandy 
 

Trinity Book Club for March—rescheduled to April 9
th

 at 11 AM 

The selection for March was The Winter Soldier by Daniel Mason.  

The rescheduled discussion will take place on April 9, 2020 at 11 

AM. Everyone is invited to discuss the book using Zoom.   

The Winter Soldier is the story of war and medicine, of family, of 

finding love in the sweeping tides of history, and finally, of the 

mistakes we make, and the precious opportunities to atone. One 

reviewer commented, “Part mystery, part war story, part romance, 

The Winter Soldier is a dream of a novel—impeccably researched 

and totally immersive.” 

 

Thursday, April 9 at 11.  Book is March's selection- The Winter 

Soldier. 

 
The link for the ZOOM meeting is:   https://zoom.us/j/991249130   

 

https://zoom.us/j/991249130
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April Birthdays 

 
Brian Flint   04/02 
Mary Colton   04/03 
Carolyn Bentley  04/05 
Dean Beck   04/06 
John Howard   04/07 
Bob Jones   04/07 
H. D. Davis   04/08 
Margaret Jennings  04/10 
Carol Kraner   04/10 
Jessica Aigotti   04/11 
Bob Cribbs   04/11 
Mary Lou Nichols  04/11 
Greg Eaton   04/12 
Lynnette Thompson  04/12 
Pat Carter   04/13 
Mark Vogel   04/15 
Mark Allen   04/16 
Sharon Rousseau              04/17  
Bill Rosenberger  04/19 
Julie O’Connell  04/22 
Mary Ann McCoy  04/24 
Dianne Vogel   04/26 
 

April Calendar 

As this shortened Mustard Seed is being put together, we have no idea about the schedule for 

April.  We hope that our lives have gotten back to “normal” and that the “new normal” of social 

distancing has passed.  Therefore we are not including a calendar since we have no idea when we 

will be able to come back together.  Fellowship had hoped to hold Bingo on April 24th, but that 

looks unlikely.  Check your email and Facebook for what is happening. 

Consider downloading the free ZOOM app on your computer or smartphone. (It 

even works on my Kindle Fire.) Using Zoom you can attend meetings, join the 

book club discussion, and even take part in online fellowship activities. 

Scavenger hunts, trivia, and laughing with friends while seeing them is an 

enjoyable part of any day. 

 

Bored?  There are books in the lobby you are welcome to borrow and some copies of the New Yorker 

Magazine.  Help yourself—and pick up a special offering envelope at the same time.  

April Anniversaries 

Sally Arnett and Jim Vitale   04/10 

Jodi and Bernie Worley   04/15 

Phyllis and John Collins   04/19 

Helen and Bob Marshall     04/20 

 

 

Email change:  Barbie Hein’s email is 

now  ladyhein@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:ladyhein@yahoo.com
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TRINITY RECEIVES BEQUEST 
 
Trinity recently learned of the passing of Anne Evelyn Cooke on January 21, 2020, in Seaside 
Park, New Jersey, at the age of 85.  Anne’s husband, Donald R. Cooke, passed away while a 
member of Trinity in 1997, and Anne remained a member until 2006 when she moved to New 
Jersey.  I am sure some of you remember the Cookes.   

 
Don Cooke established a Trust for his wife, Anne, and when Anne passed the provisions 
contained in the Trust were enacted.  In February, Trinity Presbyterian Church of Surfside Beach 
was notified that they were named as a beneficiary in the amount of $50,000.  God sure does 
work in mysterious ways when you are least expecting Him to favor us.  As you will recall, the 
Session reactivated Trinity’s Endowment Fund approved new Fund Regulations and elected an 
Endowment Committee to oversee the Fund in October 2016.  Establishment of the Endowment 
acknowledged the responsibility to prudently manage assets under its stewardship by policies 
established to provide a maximum return without assuming undue risk, to preserve the value for 
the future and to promote perpetual life of the Fund and the Church.  The Regulations state: “The 
Fund shall be permitted to receive, accept and hold all long-term major and memorial gifts made 
to the Church, from sources such as but not limited to bequests in wills, charitable remainder and 
other trusts ...” Trinity’s Finance Committee was informed of the bequest and recommended to 
Session barring any designated stipulations that the $50,000 be deposited in the Church’s 
Endowment Fund.  The Session approved Finance’s recommendation. The check was received on 
February 24 with no stipulations and deposited in the Endowment Fund for investment.   
 
Anne Cooke’s obituary requested in lieu of flowers donations be made to Union Church of 
Lavallette.  The Endowment Committee sent $500 from the Fund to Union Church, New Jersey, in 
memory of Donald and Anne Cooke.  A memorial letter was sent to Union Church and a thank-
you letter to the Cooke family for the bequest.  If you would like to make a personal memorial 
donation, the address is Union Church of Lafallette, 25 Philadelphia Avenue, Lavallette, NJ  
08735.   
 
Additionally, the Regulations stipulate at the end of each fiscal year, the Endowment Committee 
will allocate up to five (5%) percent of the Fund’s ending year’s investment value to the Church.  
2019 showed a good return on investment, and the Fund transferred $3,795 to Trinity to be used 
for Stewardship, Capital Projects/Debt Reduction, Mission and Ministry. 
 
Gifts to the Endowment fund may be made through outright cash donations will bequests, 
naming the church as a life insurance beneficiary, charitable trust, transfer of stocks and/or 
bonds and other ways as described in the Regulations.  If continuing Trinity’s legacy and mission 
work into the future is important to you, please remember the Church in your Will or Trust.  If 
you would like to review the Endowment Regulations, Investment Policy or talk to someone 
about a legacy gift to Trinity, please contact either Ray Spitz or Liz Montgomery. 

 
 



Mustard Seed April 2020 page 11 

Session Digest for January 

• Over the next three years, $103,310 has been committed by church members.  As of January 
14th, $79,021 has been received from church members, organization fund raisers, and other 
donations. 

• Session approved to distribute the 2019 annual Endowment fund 5% allocation based on 
average quarterly value to Trinity Presbyterian Church in the amount of $3,795.  Following 
Session approval, the distribution to Trinity Church will be deposited in the Endowment 
liability account and distributed among the four categories contained in the Regulations 
Stewardship-25% ($950), Capital Projects/Debt Reduction-25% ($950), Mission-15% ($570), 
and Ministry-35% ($1,325).  The Session will decide which Committee within a category shall 
receive the funds for a use to be determined by the respective Committee.  Building & 
Grounds will receive the Stewardship portion of $950. 

• Stan Bittner was elected as the Commissioner and Liz Montgomery as the Alternate to the 
Presbytery meeting at Pawleys Island Presbyterian Church on February 22nd. 

• The Yearly Statistical Report was accepted as presented.  Many thanks to Brad Thompson, 
Jerry Kuhn, Marian Shelton, and Rev. Larson for their assistance in gathering data for the 
report. 

• Session approved the baptism of Henry Johnson, son of Courtney and Benny Johnson and 
grandson of Gregg and Sandy Eaton, to be held on April 12, 2020. 
 

Session Digest for February 

• Ann Pratt Long was accepted as an Affiliate Member. 

• Stan Bittner reported on the Presbytery meeting at Pawleys Island Presbyterian Church. 

• Session approved having an Arts & Crafts Festival on November 14th with proceeds going 

towards Debt Reduction Campaign. 

• The Session approved the release of Barbara Gutekunst to Faith Presbyterian Church in North 

Myrtle Beach. 

Acknowledgment of Gratitude 
 

Thanks to the Building & Grounds work crew for burying the cable to the new sign.   

We greatly appreciate the work that Diana 

Scroggins did in preparing the January 

concert.  The concert was fantastic. 

Many thanks to the all the office 

volunteers who kept the office up 

and running.   

 


