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March 4, 1933. Franklin D. Roosevelt, Inaugural address. 

“So, first of all, let me assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear 
is...fear itself — nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror which paralyzes needed 
efforts to convert retreat into advance.” 

In the context in which those words were spoken, they were a rallying cry for a 
nation to stand tall and face both the economic and soon to come geopolitical 
challenges ahead. 

So, my question this morning is quite simple: in our current state of affairs, is it true 
that we have nothing to fear but fear itself? 

Prayer 

Hebrews 9:27 - It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment. 

People fear what a virus might do to their bodies while ignoring what sin has done 
to their souls. 

Mankind’s hubris has risen to absurd heights.  

We disrespect the awesome creation of God, at times being so lazy that we can’t 
even be bothered to throw our trash away in the proper manner. At other times, 
destroying great swaths of the earth for the sake of another dollar of profit. 

Yet, we think we deserve better from God. 

We harbor hatred toward men because of the color of their skin or the differences 
in their culture. 

Yet, we think we deserve better from God. 

We have empowered the destruction of God’s design for the family by embracing 
immorality and abandoning responsibilities. 

Yet, we think we deserve better from God. 

At best we have made children just an option and at our worst we have normalized 
the destruction of babies in the womb; treating as a curse what God declares a 
blessing. 



Yet, we think we deserve better from God. 

So, when something like the Coronavirus appears, people panic. Suddenly, the 
world is a more dangerous place. Now, people are ready to pause and consider the 
uncertainty of life. 

“Life's ultimate statistic is the same for all people. One out of one dies.” George 
Bernard Shaw 

Here is a fact that the world should be focused on today: 

Hebrews 9:27 - It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment. 

People fear what a virus might do to their bodies while ignoring what sin has done 
to their souls. 

Believers should not be afraid of the coronavirus because believers should not be 
afraid of death. 

Philippians 1:21 - For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

1 Corinthians 15:55-57 - 55 O death, where is your sting? O grave, where is your 
victory? 56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks 
be to God, Who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The reasons believers should not fear: 

#1 - Christ was victorious on the Cross and Resurrection 

Philippians 2:9-11 - 9 Wherefore God has also highly exalted him, and given him a 
name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11 And 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

Colossians 2:13-15 - 13 You, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, he has quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 
14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was 
contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 15 And having 
spoiled principalities and powers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing over 
them. 



1 John 5:4-5 - 4 For whatsoever is born of God overcomes the world: and this is the 
victory that overcomes the world, even our faith. 5 Who is he that overcomes the 
world, but he that believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

The name of Jesus spoken in faith by a child of God is the most awesome phrase in 
human language. 

#2 - God is always with us! 

Deuteronomy 31:6 - Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of 
them: for the Lord thy God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor 
forsake thee.  

Joshua 1:9 - Have not I commanded you? Be strong and of a good courage; be not 
afraid, neither be dismayed: for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.  

Isaiah 41:10 - Fear not; for I am with you: be not dismayed; for I am your God: 
I will strengthen you; yea, I will help you; yea, I will uphold you with the right hand 
of my righteousness. 

Matthew 28:20 - Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. 
Amen. 

Hebrews 13:5 - Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content 
with the things that you have: for he has said, “I will never leave you, nor forsake 
you.” 

Is God with you? 

Does He know what is happening? 

Is He able to handle whatever you might face? 

Trust Him! 

#3 - The Holy Spirit is our comforter and strength. 

John 14:26-27 - 26 But the Comforter, Who is the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 27 Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you: not as the world gives, rather, I give peace unto you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 



Zechariah 4:6 - Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of 
the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
says the Lord of hosts.” 

#4 - The Word of God is TRUE! 

Hebrews 4:12 - For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of 
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

Proverbs 18:10 - The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into 
it, and is safe. 

Nehemiah 8:10 - Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the 
sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is 
holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the Lord is your strength. 

#5 - Whole Armor of God  

Ephesians 6:10-17 

Now, one additional word to those who are not believers.  

You have much to fear. I will not offer you the false hope of positive thinking, 
prosperity, or humanism. Without Christ you are in real trouble. 

Hebrews 9:27 - It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment. 

People fear what a virus might do to their bodies while ignoring what sin has done 
to their souls. 

Your biggest concern should not be the coronavirus, the stock market, or even your 
own pleasure and comfort. 

Your biggest concern should be, “Am I ready to stand before God at the judgment?” 

You must repent and believe!


