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| saw some puzzled faces recently when in a sermon | made the statement, ! intend to put you in harms
way.” Countless honest military leaders have said this statement. Those laying down their lives deserve nothing
less than to be told in honest terms what is expected of them and what to expect. | went on to say that as your
Pastor | intend fo complicate your spiritual lifel | intend to lead you to a point that you lay it all on the line oc-
casionally in order to see your own security in Christ Jesus, if He is indeed your Lord. | have failed as Pastor if |
do not lead you into complicating your life with details, and entangling your life with relationships. Proof of
your salvation is found in whether or not you are implicated in the character and work of lesus.

Have you ever wondered what was the significance of the persecution that came on the early church?
The persecution of the early church seems to have been vital 1o the message being spread throughout the utter-
most parts of the earth. Persecution never stopped the Gospel; it made it spurt to new places. The main thing
that was evident 1o me while studying church history was that persecution is like sunshine and water fo the
branches of the “Vine”. Obviously, God knows human nature better than we do ourselves. Author and theologi-
an, John B. Polhill wrote that “The marfyrdom of James is told with the utmost brevity”, yet, it stands in stark con-
trast to Peter’s deliverance.

James, this first of the Twelve Aposties to be martyred, was a dissimilar instrument in the hands of God.
God saved Peter; He could have saved Jomes. However, since we as Christians serve ot the discretion of the
King of kings, we are then subject to do what He asks of us, even unto death, So, the significance is found in all
of us doing what we are led to do.

So then, is God involved in the suffering of a Christian, both regular suffering and persecution? | don’t
believe that God is the inflictor of pain and | hope you don't believe that either. However, | do believe that He
may not prevent it from time fo time as He works His perfect plan. He is most certainly involved in our persecu-
tion. He blesses those who are persecuted for the sake of rightecusness, (Matt. 5:10). He promises them the
heavenly Kingdom, (Matt. 5:10-12}. He is involved in great reward for the honor of being martyred for His
sak.e, (Mark 10:29-30). Even the persecution of insults has its rewards, (Matt. 5:11). Nothing shows more vivid-
ly, the contrast between Christians and the lost than does martyrdom and persecution. The world, like Herod,
seeks political favor. Think of this; Herod sought popularity and did this awful thing. James sought humility
and accepted this awful thing. This kind of humility can only be found in a complicated life when one is involved
with God and God is involved with them.,

So | think 'll let the question stand; Is my heart’s great ambition to be like him and with him forever?

Pastor Mike




About: Snowbird Wilderness Qutfitters is a gospel
centered discipleship camp. The theme for 2018 is
“Jesus, Hope of the World.”

Activities: Worship services 2 times per day, smaill
group time, white water rafting, horseback riding, zip-

line, waterslide, 3 meals per day, and more!

Cost per student: $429 includes everything above,

except for snacks at snack shack.
Where: Andrews, North Carolina
When: Monday, August 6 - Saturday, August 11

What: Youth camp for 7th - 12th grade, non - high

school students would be counselors.

Who: Mature students who obediently follow instruc-
tions, effectively lead others, and serve. See Bruce
Gilde for information on availability of remaining

spots.

We extend our gratitude for your generosity of finan-
cial support and prayer for the youth group. We will
need to add that all sponsorship donation need to be
made prior to April 1, 2018. If you have any ques-
tions please contact Bruce or Naomi at 616-843-
6420.
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XTRA YEARS O ZEST

PINE RIDGE INDIAN RESERVATION
MISSION TRIP
APRIL 20 - APRIL 26

We are going to do a mission trip to the poorest place in America, Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation in South Dakota. Contact Pastor Mike for more details. :




