
Greece	United	Methodist	Church	

THE ENLIGHTENER 

Message from our Pastor: 

In the beginning was the Word, 

 and the Word was with God, and the Word was God… 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory… 

                                                             full of grace and truth.                    (John 1: 1,14) 

 

 I heard this story several years ago from the Rev. Dr. Leonard Sweet.  It came to him from Janet 

Huffing.  She heard it from the man involved.  I hope that it is true. 

 Several years ago, a group of salesmen from Milwaukee went to a regional sales conven�on in         

Chicago.  They had promised to be home in �me for the family holiday fes�vi�es.  But one thing led to         

another and the mee�ng ran over�me, so the men had to race to the train sta�on, �ckets in hand.  As they 

hurried through the terminal, one man (the man telling the story) inadvertently knocked into a table           

suppor�ng a basket of apples, sending it sprawling.  Without stopping, they all reached the train and boarded 

it with a sigh of relief.  All but one.  He paused, reached down into his heart, and felt a lump of compassion for 

the boy whose apple stand had been overturned.  He waved goodbye to his companions and returned to the 

terminal.  He was glad he did.  The 10-year-old boy was blind. 

 The salesman gathered up the apples and no�ced that several of them were bruised.  He reached into 

his wallet and said to the boy, "Here, please take this ten dollars for the damage we did.  I hope it didn't spoil 

your day."  As he started to walk away, the bewildered boy called a+er him, "Hey mister!  Are you Jesus?" 

 The man stopped in his tracks and wondered… 

 

 The child Jesus was born into this world over 2000 years ago.  The man Jesus walked the earth, lived 

and died and rose from the dead a long %me ago.   

 But this Christmas, and every Christmas, we celebrate the birth of Jesus as a current event.  This is  

because Jesus is not a long-ago person.  He lives today in our hearts and in our every kind deed.  And Jesus is 

con%nually being born into the hearts and lives of individual human beings.  Just as the birth of Jesus      

transformed a stable into a holy place, so his coming into a person's heart and life transforms that place.  An 

ordinary deed of kindness becomes a holy act.  The blind boy's heart perceived what his eyes could not - he 

knew the one who had ini%ated the act.   

 "Are you Jesus?" 

 Let Jesus be born in your heart, this Christmas and throughout the year.  Let him work through your 

hands, and feet, and mouth.  Open your heart to see him in yourself and others. 

 May you have a blessed Christmas. 

         In Christ's love, 

         Pastor Ma/ Stengel 

 
 December 2013 
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Worship Schedule for December: 
Worship Service - 8:15 & 10:45 a.m. 

What follows are the Lectionary Readings for each 
Sunday.  Each week, the theme of the service will 
usually emerge from one of the prescribed readings 
(often the Gospel).  
 
We invite you to read through the lessons prior to Sunday morning. 
It can be a healthy discipline and enhance the experience of  
worship. 
 
12/1: Isaiah 2:1-5 Psalms 122 
  Romans 13:11-14 Matthew 24:36-44 
12/8: Isaiah 11:1-10 Psalms 72:1-7,18-19 
  Romans 15:4-13 Matthew 3:1-12 
12/15:  Isaiah 35:1-10 Luke 1:47-55 
  James 5:7-10 Matthew 11:2-11 
12/22: Isaiah 7:10-16 Psalm 80:1-7 
  Romans 1:1-7 Matthew 1:18-25 
12/29: Isaiah 63:7-9 Psalm 148 
  Hebrews 2:10-18 Matthew 2:13-23 
  

A PRAYER CHAIN REMINDER: We have an ac-ve prayer chain, both 

through e-mails and phone. You’re invited to be part of 

that; just call Bill and Gail Mason at 453-9038.  Also, if 

you have a prayer concern of any kind that you want 

to share,  contact Bill and Gail at the  number above or by e-mail 

at wmason@rochester.rr.com. We only send out prayer concerns 

when we receive direct requests.  

Altar Flowers: If you like a formal arrangement 

placed in honor/memory of a loved one, call  

Be>y LaMonica .  Arrangements are $25.   

 

Anniversary Ministry:  Please contact me of your 

special day at 621-4034 or 

dham1@rochester.rr.com  Thank you, Dick Hamblin 

 

Birthday Ministry: We would love to recognize your 

special day.  Please e-mail Mandy in the office to let 

us know if your birthday is not on our calendar.  

greeceumc@fron-ernet.net 

Deadline for all newsle>er ar-cles is the 15th of each 

month by 5:00pm.  Please e-mail to Deb Babbage at 

dbabbage@rochester.rr.com.   Thank you. 

Save the Date:  

Inform to Transform 5 

Saturday, February 1, 2014 

8:30—3:00pm 

Canandaigua UMC 



Thoughts	from	Dee:	
Christmas is coming!!!! Christmas is coming!!!!  

I have heard it said more than once this week and there is a note of panic and terror in the voices 

saying it. My reaction…Wow, really? I ask myself are they really that upset that Jesus’ Birthday is 

coming? We all like to celebrate and recognize our birthdays with parties and receive gifts. 

Hummm… I wonder how they will spend Jesus’ Birthday?  

When asked about the true meaning of Christmas, 70% of children said it’s about celebrating the birth of 
Christ, 39% said it’s about being thankful, 37% said it’s about spending time with family, and 13% 
said it’s about receiving gifts. 

 

Only 37% of the more than 2,000 adults surveyed claimed Jesus and God to be the reason they celebrate 
Christmas, according to a report from USA Today. Yet, further reports show that 80% to 90% of 
Americans observe Christmas. Other reasons people say they celebrate: 

Being with family and friends           
Celebration and joy 
Giving, sharing, and helping 
Being thankful                                    (Source: usatoday30.usatoday.com) 

 

Ask yourself, what kind of birthday present would Jesus want on his birthday? I think you know 

the answer without a lot of deep thought. My prayer thought this Advent is: what do I need to say 

NO! to, so I can say YES to God and the ways I should spend time in preparation of Jesus’      

Birthday. 

Imagine if as a family or individual you came up with 12 acts of service you can perform        

together or as individual during December. For example, shovel snow for a neighbor, donate 

extra blankets to a homeless shelter, and deliver cookies and cocoa to homebound seniors, 

buy a gift for the Villa of Hope family Christmas giving or bought extra food for the food 

shelf as families will need help during this time. Lots of ideas come to mind. 
 

Pay for the person’s order in line behind you. Ask the cashier to tell the person it’s a gift from 

God. 
 

Lines, lines, lines. People are in such a hurry with Christmas shopping. Encourage your children 

or yourself to help spot someone you’ll let go in front of you in line. Smile… 
  

Volunteer to help an elderly neighbor or friend gift-wrap presents. Then deliver the wrapped 

packages to the person with a plate of baked goodies. 

 

“‘I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the 
Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David!’” 

—Luke 2:10-11 

What is the Good News YOU are going to share with others this Advent/Christmas 

Season? Are there things you can do differently this year? Try it…God will like it. 

                                                            Blessings to you,   Deacon Dee 



Nursery Schedule:  
12/1:Melissa Dunn &Kali Iache/a 

12/8: Carole & Ellegra Nier 

12/15: Barb Miroff & Chelsea Whi/emore 

12/ 22: Debbie & Missy Symonds 

12/29: Sally Lepi & Ashley Sheldon 

Widows and Widowers Group: 

Next Meeting: 

Sunday, December 15th@ 2:00pm 

Christmas Gathering at  
Linda Hoffman’s home   

 722 Flower City Park  

Youth/Children’s Rehearsals  

for Christmas Eve Service  
Saturday, Dec 14  11:00-1:00  

Sunday, Dec 15 9:30 – 10:30 

Saturday, Dec 21  11:30 – 1:00 

Sunday, Dec 22 9:30 – 10:30 

Tuesday Dec 24 2:30 set up and final run through 

 4:00 service for church family and friends  

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES! 

Candlelight at both services 

4:00 pm Children/Youth presenta%on of 

the Story (no childcare, all are welcome)  

7:00 pm Family worship (child care) 

Sunday, Dec 29   Worship 8:15 & 10:45 

NEW PASTOR ADVENT STUDY 

Pastor Matt Stengel  is offering a 4-week Bible study of the lectionary scriptures for 
Advent.   Advent is a season which prepares us for both the birth of Jesus at    
Christmas, and the coming of the fullness of the Kingdom of God, now and in the  
future.   The Advent scriptures come from the Prophets, the Psalms, the Gospels 
and the New Testament outside the Gospels.  We will look into the background and 
meaning of the various lectionary passages. 

The study is offered at 2 times (identical lessons) : Mondays at noon (bring your lunch), 
and at 7:00 p.m.  You may come to one session or al l, and switch between noon and evening if 
your schedule requires it.  The dates are November 25th, December 2nd, 9th, and 16 th. 

Sunday Morning (9:30AM) Gatherings  

 

Children's Sunday School Class: Exploring the  
story of Christmas and our lives. 

 

Youth Sunday Gathering:  “Finding Bethlehem 
in the Midst of Bedlam” 
 
Adult Forum Class:  “The Thrill of Hope” DVD 
and discussion featuring artwork of John August 
Swanson this 6 week study of Matthew and Luke 
scriptures of Christmas will be interesting for all 
to participate. 

 

Special	Holiday	Scripture	

12/24:	Isaiah	9:2-7	 	 Psalms	96	

	 	Titus	2:11-14	 Luke	2:1-20	

12/25:	Isaiah	52:7-10	 	Psalm	98	

	 	Hebrews	1:1-4	 	John	1:1-14	

12/31:		Eccl	3:1-13	 	 	Psalm	96		

	 	Revelations	21:1-6a		Matthew	25:31-46	
   



Christmas Mi4en Tree  

Mi/en tree will be in the Commons 

November 24 for gathering of giJs 

and mi/ens hats and scarves for all 

ages.  

The items from the tree will go to the Villa of 

Hope (formally St Josephs) to assist in their 

dream to bring Christmas to the 85 families they 

currently work with. New toys, games, sweat-

shirts, sweatpants, ball, etc. would be basic items 

needed. Think about what children and youth 

would love to get and that is what you can pro-

vide. 

If you would like to bring Christmas to a child or 

youth or a parent please bring your items to the 

tree before 12/9. Pick up will be the aJernoon of 

the 9
th

. 

Thanks for anyway you can help others in the 

name of Greece UMC this Christmas. 

Top 10 giJ ideas                                              

Board games    

Warm blankets 

Food or GiJ cer%ficates    

Balls- basket, foot or soccer 

Sweatshirt/ Hoodies for all ages    

Arts and craJs projects 

Backpacks/sports & duffel bags                      

New books for all ages 

 

 

 
	

                            Saturday, December 7 
 

4:00 Greening the Sanctuary/Crafts for all ages 

5:30 Worship in the Sanctuary 

6:00 Bring a Dish to Share Dinner 

 

Fun & Crafts for all ages             

(Crafts are easy to difficult-Something for everyone!) 

Come sing Christmas Carols over Dessert 

           

 

Adopt	a	Family	For	Christmas	

For	Villa	of	Hope	

Villa	of	Hope	Social	Worker’s	are	out	in	the												

community	everyday	doing	their	best	to	meet	the	

varying	and	changing	needs	of	the	youth	they	serve.	

It’s	often	a	dif3icult	and	heart	wrenching	experience.			

During	the	holidays	they	try	especially	hard	to	make	

things	special	not	only	for	the	youth,	but	for	the	

families	they	serve.	They	need	the	help	of	the	com-

munity	in	order	to	do	this.		

Villa	of	Hope	is	currently	looking	for	area	parishes	

to	adopt	a	total	of	85	families	to	make	the	holidays	a	

special	time	for	everyone	involved.			

If	you	are	interested,	please	contact	Dee	for	more	

information.			

HOLIDAY BREAKFAST 

SUNDAY, December 29th 

9:30—10:30 am in Fellowship Hall 

All are invited to join for a breakfast buffet 
of food and fellowship.  

Donations appreciated to cover cost. 



 

STEWARDSHIP 

 

By the time you read this newsletter, you should have submitted your commitment card for 

2014 and the Church Council should be well along in dealing with the church budget for next 

year. Over the years, I’ve acquired a Bible with Max Lucado as the General Editor. In the    

Bible, there are inserted pages on various topics; I thought I’d share this page on Tithing with 

you.  I hope you enjoy it and that it gives you a little different perspective on your Sunday  

donations.  

 Bill 

 
Tithing 

 “ You don’t give for God’s sake. You give for your sake. “The purpose of tithing is to 
teach you to always put God first in your lives.” (Deuteronomy 14:23). How does tithing teach 
you? Consider the simple act of writing a check for the offering. First you enter the date. Already 
you are reminded that you are a time-bound creature and every possession you have will rust or 
burn. Best to give while you can. 

 Then you enter the name of the one to whom you are giving the money. If the bank would 
cash it, you’d write God. But they won’t so you write the name of the church or group that has 
earned your trust.  

 Next comes the amount. Ahh, the moment of truth. You’re more than a person with a 
checkbook. You’re David, placing a stone in the sling. You’re Peter, one foot on the boat, one foot 
on the lake. You’re a little boy in a big crowd. A picnic lunch is all the Teacher needs, but it’s all 
you have.  

 What will you do? Sling the Stone? Take the Step? Give the Meal? 

 Careful now, don’t move too quickly. You aren’t just entering an amount….you are     
making a confession. A confession that God owns it all anyway.  

 And then the line in the lower left-hand corner on which you write what the check is for. 
Hard to know what to put. It’s for the light bills and literature. A little bit of outreach. A little bit 
of salary. 

 Better yet, it’s partial payment for what the church has done to help you raise your       
family….keep your own priorities sorted out…tune you in to his ever-nearness. 

 Or, perhaps, best yet, it’s for you. It’s a moment for you to clip yet another 
strand from the rope of earth so that when he returns you won’t be tied up.” 



Page Turners Monthly Book Club: 

December Selection: Book to Movie 

 
The Hours  

by Michael Cunningham 
 

In The Hours, Michael Cunningham, widely praised 
as one of the most gifted writers of his generation, 
draws inventively on the life and work of Virginia 
Woolf to tell the story of a group of contemporary 
characters struggling with the conflicting claims of 
love and inheritance, hope and despair. 
 
Everyone is invited to discuss this wonderful 
novel on Thursday, December 19th at 10:00 in 
the Kerrison Room.  
 
 January’s selection:  Visiting Downton Abby Month 

Circles of Times by Philip Rock 

Bagel and Book Study:    New Book!!!! 

Finding Bethlehem in the Bedlam 

By James Moore 

Christmas or confusion, Bethlehem or     

bedlam . . .Which will you choose this year? 

The truth is, we don’t have to choose,       

because Christmas always happens right in 

the midst of our confusion. God breaks into 

our confusion and is made known in Jesus 

Christ. Christmas and confusion--weren’t 

they in%mately related at the first Christmas 

when Jesus was born? Some%mes we forget 

that. But, that’s what this study is about--

how Christ breaks into our chaos and confu-

sion and brings Christmas--how Bethlehem 

always happens in the midst of bedlam.  

Group meets  

Wednesday @ 9:30-11:30am 

Soho’s Bagel Café,  

Stone Ridge Plaza 
 

Tuesday Book Group:                            

…When All Else Fails 

Read the Instruc?ons 
By James W. Moore 

James Moore takes a close look at three  

sec%ons of the Bible which drama%cally   

underscore key "instruc%ons" for living:  

1.Instruc%ons for Meaningful Living - 

The Bea%tudes  

2. Instruc%ons for Moral Living - The Ten 

Commandments  

3. The Bo/om 

Line Instruc%on - The New Commandment 

of Jesus, "Love One Another"  

All are welcome to this group which meets 

on Tuesday mornings  

at 10:00am in Room 9 

Books now available at Barnes & Noble, 

parking lot entrance 
Ques%ons, contact: 

Linda Hoffman, facilitator 

lmhoffman@rochester.rr.com 

Dinner and Devotion  

with Dee and Debbie 

Let’s come together to break bread and reflect on God’s 

presence in our lives.  Dee and Debbie will provide a 

soup and salad dinner, along with some treats.       

Participants can, if they want, bring a 

dish to share.  Next Meeting:  

Love Is Born at Christmas 

December 11th, 5:30—6:30pm 

Fellowship Hall 

The Grand Sweep: 365 Days from  

Genesis Through Revelation 

By J. Ellsworth Kalas  

This is a wonderful opportunity to join others as you read 

the Bible in 365 days.  We will gather once a 

month to discuss and reflect what we have 

read daily.  Please sign up if you are I            

interested in taking this wonderful journey 

through God’s Word.  Manuals and response 

books are available through Dee.   

We will meet the fourth Thursday of every 

month, from 6:30—8:00pm.  

Next meeting: December 19th. 



Finance Report: 

At the end of October our spending plan was $272,967.  We have spent $270,015 and have a checkbook balance 

of $2,854.70 to bring this total to $272,870.  A pre/y close balance.  We do have outstanding bills though.  Our 

usable income at the end of October was $256,746.  We have received $4,000 from Missions for shared giving 

and we started the year with a known shorQall of $13,615.  We have been mee%ng expenses. 

All of this sounds good and in balance, however our church  is deeply in need of repairs and we have no           

provision in the budget for this.  Please consider this when making our your pledges for 2014. A reminder that 

envelopes from 250 to 300 will be changing.  Envelopes will be available aJer the pie pickup for Habitat.   Please 

remember to take yours and maybe another to help save with delivery costs. 

Its is an eye opener that only 7 weeks remain in 2013.  I pray that everyone has a healthy and joyous holiday  

season. 

Bill 

Greece United Methodist Women: 

Executive Meeting – January 25th , 2013 @7:00pm in Room 9 
Chris Collins, president 

 
 

CIRCLE MEETINGS: 
Deborah – December 7th: Set-up for Christmas breakfast after “The Greening of the  
                   Church”. 
Miriam – December 9th:Baby Shower & Christmas Cards 
Ruth – December 10th:Christmas lunch at Patti’s Pantry at 12:00 pm 
 
CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST is December 8th at 8:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
This UMW’s annual Christmas Breakfast prepared and served by the men of our congregation.  The     
program is “One World Goods”, a store located in Pittsford Plaza.  They sell crafts from Third World 
Countries.  Learn more about the store & see the display of some items from the store.   
Tickets are $ 6.00.  There will be a sign-up following each service on November 17th, November 24th and  
December 1st.   New members are recognized and the Special Member Award is given.  Plan to attend this 
festive occasion.  All women in the congregation are invited to attend & enjoy in the fellowship of the      
season.     
 
The Fall Bazaar held on November 1st was a day filled with fellowship, a great lunch, lots of bargains and 
greeting people from our community.  The proceeds from this event were approximately $ 2500.  These 
monies are used to support UMW Missions, local and global.  Thanks to Karen Klingerberger and Sharon 
Neary who chaired this event.  But the “thank you’s” go to all the people who donated items, made craft 
items, helped with set-up and clean-up and worked tirelessly at the booths to make this a big success.   
 
CHURCH WOMEN UNITED:  Friday, December 6 th 

Advent Celebration & Annual Meeting on December 6th from 9:15 am – 1:10 pm 
Place:  St. John’s Meadows, Chestnut Court, 2nd Building 
            1 Johnsarbor Drive West, 14620   $ 3.00 registration at the door. 
Bring your Bible & a brown bag lunch.  Dessert & beverages will be provided. 
  

 
DATES TO PUT ON YOUR CALENDAR: 
January 19, 2014 is UMW Sunday.  Installation of Officers takes place at the 2nd service.   



Outreach 

“We are all like one-winged angels. It’s only when we help each other that we can fly.”  -- Luciano  De Crescenzo 

(Italian writer, actor, director, and engineer) 

Food, glorious food! 

Hot turkey and stuffing! 

While we're in the mood --  

Warm gravy: that’s something! 

Mashed potatoes and savory peas, 

Cranberry sauce on the side-- 

Hearts and stomachs, both sa%sfied. 

Food, wonderful food! 

Marvelous food! Magical food! 

Glorious food! 

 

Thanksgiving baskets so boun%fully packed,  

Served hope to many, made an impact. 

Recipients happy and full of good cheer, 

Sang GUMC’s praises for another great year! 

 

On November 24, our tradi%onal “bucket brigade” yielded enough food to pack at least ten Thanksgiving boxes! 

(Watch for an update in January’s newsle/er.) Thanks to all who helped sort, pack, and deliver! 

On December 22, we will once again have the opportunity to help distribute food to needy families.  This %me, 
there are two op%ons: take one of the pre-labeled paper bags (located on a table in the commons area), and fill it 
with the list of food items stapled to the bag (see below), OR simply make a dona%on to the Food Shelf.   

      1 box of instant mashed potatoes - 13.3 oz.   Op%onals 

        2 boxes of stuffing (6 oz. ea.)     1 box hot chocolate mix 

        1 two-pound can of yams     2 cans tuna fish - (5 oz. ea.) 

        1 jar turkey gravy - 12 oz.     1 box macaroni and cheese 

        1 can cranberries - 14 oz.      2 six-pack pudding - vanilla and strawberry 

        1 can green beans - 14.5 oz. 

        1 can corn - 15 oz. 

        1 jar applesauce - 24 oz.            

 

At the beginning of November, we delivered the undies donated in September to six elementary schools:  West 
Ridge, Holmes Road, Autumn Lane, Longridge, English Village, and Brookside.  As usual, the nurses were so grate-
ful for your generosity!  Don’t forget, December is another Undie Sunday month, so please add “kids’ undies” to 
your shopping list. 
 
The warmth and generosity of this congrega%on know no bounds; Outreach and the many recipients of your 
magnanimity thank you with glad hearts.  
 

 “We are all God’s extension cords, taking His light and song. . . ” to those in need. -- 

       Roberta L. Messner  (author) 



Congrega?onal Updates  
Words of Gra�tude: 

Many, many thanks to  my friends at Greece United 

Methodist Church for the beau�ful cards and notes I 

received on my special birthday.  May God’s Blessings 

be with each and all of you for bringing so much joy 

and happiness to me at this �me in my life. 

    Fran Jus�ce 

New Address: 

Cherie Pfeil   Donna Coppernall 

230 Chesterton Rd.  238 Milford St., Apt B-8 

Rochester, NY 14626  Rochester, NY 14615 

Phone: No Change 

 

Christopher & Sandra Foote Helen Shadders 

2416 North Rd.  2 Tynedale Way 

Sco/sville, NY 14546  North Chili, NY 14514 

 

Amber Menzies has moved—no forwarding address 

December Birthdays: 
 

 

NOT AVAILABLE 

FOR WEB EDITION 

December Anniversaries:  

 

NOT AVAILABLE FOR WEB EDITION 

NEW!!!!! Congrega?onal Want-Ads 
The Communica%ons team have approved an area for 

members of the congrega%on to adver%se their     

services, products, and business.  All adver%sements 

need to be 20 words of less.   

 
Need help with raking, shoveling, etc?  Our 
exchange student Daniel is looking for work. 
Call Jim & Kim Whittemore 392-0256 

Words of Gra?tude from the Trustees: 

You may have no%ced changes in the Memorial      

Garden to the west of the sanctuary.   

The first change was four gardens and a wooden 

cross created by Rhyse Nier this spring as an  Eagle 

Boy Scout project, helped by his family and troop. The 

cedar bench on display in the King Commons was 

built by Rhyse and his father Mike, and will also be 

placed in the Memorial Garden. The flower beds were 

planted with some tender bulbs this first growing  

season, and we would like to have people donate 

rose bushes in memory of loved ones.  Contact Karen     

Klingenberger if this interests you. 

The second change is a brick-lined labyrinth made this 

fall by Ellegra Nier as a Girl Scout   project in the area 

under the library windows.  Take a look out of the 

library windows some%me to see it best.  This was 

made with 590 bricks (donated by the Miller Brick 

Company) and completed by Ellegra and her          

family.  Take some %me out from the hec%c pace of 

life and make a contempla%ve walk around the laby-

rinth. 

Many thanks to the Nier Family for all their work in 

making our grounds look wonderful! 

Thanks also to all who gave up a Saturday morning to 

help get the church and grounds ready for winter on 

in on October 26th. 

And special thanks go out to John Guild, who has 

been cleaning the pews in the sanctuary! 

A Big Bazaar Thank You! 

We would like to extend our THANKS to all the 
men AND women who helped with set up and 
clean up for our Fall Bazaar.  It was another huge 
success!!  So far our profit is over $2500!  It is a 
well oiled machine now but it takes many, many 
people to help it keep it that way.  We appreciate 
it so very much!  We truly could not do it without 
everyone's help.  Blessings to all! 

  &haron and Karen 



Attention Library Committee -  

Please join us for a meeting in the library on Sunday Dec 1 

at 9:30 in the library. Time to talk about next steps. The 

catalogers have done a great job entering books into our 

Resource Mate system! Any questions, give me a call.    

Kim Whittemore  

 

 HABITAT FOR HUMANITY         

 Hard to believe, it’s December already. Our coalition committee continues 

to meet monthly and working towards sponsoring our 6th house in the City of 

Rochester. As of this  writing, our Thanksgiving Pie Sale isn’t complete, but it 

looks to be a promising success. In addition, as a coalition, we’ve agreed to 

sponsor a family for Christmas (probably our last homeowner, Sylvia Pardner at 

83 Eddy St). This is will be funded from our bank balance and probably will be 

somewhere in the amount of $150 with the intent of taking some of the holiday 

cost burden off the homeowner.  

 We expect to commit to a home sponsorship shortly after the first of the 

year. That means raising $65,000 and providing volunteers to help with the 

building of the home. This has to be organized with Flower City Habitat for   

Humanity so we can be assigned a lot and a family. Most of the homes being 

built by them have been in this same area, just off Brown St.  

 We should be proud of our ongoing commitment to this effort. Habitat 

homeownership has a very high success rate , both as to meeting their monthly 

mortgage payments (0% interest, 30 years) as well as a very high success rate for 

the children of these families completing high school and seeking advanced   

education. Our church took the initial lead almost 13 years ago and has     

continued to be a very important part of the coalition.    

 If you have an interest in helping to represent our church in the coalition, 

I’d be pleased to have you join with me. It would be great to have a co-worker so 

that we can always be represented at meetings and events. E-mail at 

wmason@rochester.rr.com if you are interested.  

Bill 

Mission Of Peace  

Pasta Dinner 

Saturday, December 15th 

12:00—2:00pm 

Proceeds to help Vicki 

Standhart’s mission trip to 

South Africa 



Thoughts from Co-Lay Leader Lisa Kostyshak…  

Ted Anderson, our District Superintendent, visited our church on October 20, for our church’s Annual Charge 
Conference. During that time, he posed several questions. 

For each question, he gave us some time to discuss with a few people around us, and then we had a few 
minutes to share some of the thoughts we had.  These were some great questions…  like what we believe, how 
do we create/make connections, are we making disciples, are we learning anything by building new               
relationships…  And the list goes on… 

It occurred to me that people who were not there might be interested in pondering these questions.  

It also occurred to me that perhaps some people might like to ponder each question for longer than a couple 
minutes. 

So, for the next few newsletters, I’ll be sharing some thoughts of my own around each of these questions.    
Perhaps you will ponder as well. 

Question #1 à In my own words, what is the Good News? 

My answer:  The Good News is that when we trust God’s grace, our sins are forgiven, we get a purpose 
for living, and we’re promised a future home in Heaven.  It doesn’t matter what we’ve done, where 
we’ve been, who we have wronged, how bad we have been. If we believe that God forgives, and we in-
vite God in, a new, changed life begins within us. 

Don’t you need to understand what this means so that you can share it with others? 

If someone asked you today, could you answer the question, in your own words, without looking at what I 
wrote above? 

Perhaps you might spend some time thinking about what you might say to someone if you were asked this 
question. 

Perhaps you might spend some time sharing this with someone who doesn’t understand the peace that comes 
from knowing, living, and accepting God’s grace. 

Question #2 à How does our church connect people to Jesus? 

The ways that our church makes connections is vast. Here are just a few…   

What others can you think of?   

Which ones are you involved in? 

Are there other ways to make connections that you would like to see 

happening in our church? 
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Heart to Heart is a new ministry at GUMC to care and 

take a pulse of aging people in our congrega?on. 

Would you be interested in serving others in the name of Greece United        

Methodist Church? 

We have a list of people who are homebound, shut-in, in the hospital, in nursing or residen%al. You may 

choose someone you know and already help or visit on a regular basis. But will do so officially now in the 

name of the church. Please designate who you would like. 

Please mark the circle to show where you could share God’s love and yours to others: 

O Pray for others 

O Make a phone call or two on a regular basis (weekly or monthly ok)  

O Give someone a ride to an appointment  

O Provide transporta%on for someone who would like to a/end worship (it might involve a 

wheelchair or not) 

O Adopt a homebound church member 

O Visit someone in their home 

O Visit someone in the hospital 

O Visit someone in residen%al areas 

O Visit someone in nursing home 

O Visit someone and serve communion 

O Visit someone and do some errands needed 

O Visit/contact more than one person 

   This is a wonderful way you can represent the church and care for someone else.          

Please sign up today and put this paper in Deacon Dee’s mailbox. 

 

 

Name_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Email_______________________________ Phone__________________________  
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December  2013—As of 11/15th 
Please see Website for updates 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 

Worship Services  
8:15 & 10:45 

Sunday School 
9:30 AM 

2 

Applebee's Fundraiser 
11A-11P 

AA 12PM 

Advent Bible Study 
12:00 PM to 1:30 PM 

Silver Sq Dancers 
12:30 PM 

Guitar Music Lessons 
2:30 PM to 7:00 PM 

Boy Scouts 6:30 PM 

Advent Bible Study 
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM 

3 

Staff Meeting 
9:30 AM 

Tuesday Book Study 
10:00 AM 

Guitar Music Lessons 
2:30 PM to 7:00 PM 

Weight Watchers 
5:30 PM 

Treble Clefs 
7:00 PM 

4 

Bagel and Book Study 
9:30A-11AM 

AA 12PM 

Bell Choir 6:15 PM 

Chancel Choir 7PM 

5 

Atria Sr Bible Study 
10:30 AM to 
11:00 AM 

Women's AA 
11:00 AM 

Girl Scouts #872 
6:30 PM 

6 

AA 12PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM to 
4:15 PM 

AA 
7:30 PM to 
9:00 PM 

7 

UMW Breakfast 
prep 
12:00 PM 

Hanging of the 
Greens 
4:00 PM to 
5:30 PM 

Hanging of the 
Greens Service 
5:30 PM to 
6:00 PM 

Hanging of the 
Greens Dinner 
6:00 PM 

8 

UMW Christmas 
Breakfast 
8:00 AM 

Worship Services  
8:15 & 10:45 
Trustee Committee 
meeting 
9:30 AM 

Sunday School 
9:30 AM 

Deborah Circle 
2:00 PM 

9 

AA 12PM 

Advent Bible Study 
12:00 PM to 1:30 PM 

Silver Sq Dancers 
12:30 PM 

Guitar Music Lessons 
2:30 PM to 7:00 PM 

Boy Scouts 6:30 PM 

Miriam Circle 7PM 

Advent Bible Study 
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM 

10 

Staff Meeting 
9:30 AM 

Tuesday Book Study 
10:00 AM 

Ruth Circle 
12:30 PM 

Guitar Music Lessons 
2:30 PM to 7:00 PM 

Weight Watchers 
5:30 PM 

SPRC 7PM 

11 

Bagel and Book Study 
9:30 AM to 11:00 AM 

AA 12PM 

Dinner & Devotions 
5:30 PM to 6:30 PM 

Bell Choir 6:15 PM 

Chancel Choir 7PM 

12 

Atria Sr Bible Study 
10:30 AM to 
11:00 AM 

Women's AA 
11:00 AM 

Fin Workshop #4 
6:30 PM 

Girl Scouts #872 
6:30 PM 

Liza's Child Care 
Training 
6:30 PM- 9 PM 

13 

AA 12PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM to 
4:15 PM 

AA 7:30-9PM 

14 

Emmaus Gathering 
8:00 AM 

Retrovaille 
1:30 PM to 
7:00 PM 

4:00 Christmas 
Eve Service Re-
hearsal 
11:00 PM to 
1:00 PM 



December  2013— As Of 11/15th 

Please See Website for Updates 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

15 

Newsletter Deadline 

Worship Services  
8:15 & 10:45 

Sunday School 
9:30 AM 

Mission of Peace Pasta 
Dinner Benefit 
12:00 PM to 2:00 PM 

Widow/Widower Group 
2:00 PM 

Retrovaille 5P-10P 

16 

Ruby Tuesday Church 
Fundraiser 11A-11P 

AA 12PM 

Advent Bible Study 
12:00 PM to 1:30 PM 

Silver Sq Dancers 
12:30 PM 

Guitar Music Lessons 
2:30 PM to 7:00 PM 

Boy Scouts 6:30 PM 

Advent Bible Study 
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM 

17 

Staff Meeting 
9:30 AM 

Tuesday Book Study 
10:00 AM 

Guitar Music Lessons 
2:30 PM to 7:00 PM 

Weight Watchers 
5:30 PM 

Finance Committee 
7:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

Treble Clefs 7P 

18 

Bagel and Book 
Study 
9:30 AM to 
11:00 AM 

AA 12PM 

Bell Choir 
6:15 PM 

Chancel Choir 
7:00 PM 

19 

Page Turners 10AM 

Atria Sr Bible Study 
10:30 AM to 11:00 AM 

Women's AA 
11:00 AM 

Storybook Christmas  
5:30 PM to 7:30 PM 

Grand Sweep  
6:30 PM 

20 

AA 12PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM to 4:15 PM 

AA 
7:30 PM to 9:00 PM 

21 

Dress Rehearsal 
Cantata 
9:00 AM to 
11:00 AM 

  

Children's Ser-
vice Practice 
11:00 AM 

22 

Choir Cantata 

Christmas Bag Collection 

Worship Services  
8:15 & 10:45 

Sunday School 9:30A 

23 

AA 12PM 

Silver Sq Dancers 
12:30 PM 

Guitar Music Lessons 
2:30 PM to 7:00 PM 

W-Watchers 5:30 PM 

24 

Children’s Christmas Eve 
Rehearsal 
2:30 PM to 4:00 PM 

Children's Christmas Eve 
Service 4PM 

Family Christmas Eve 
Service 7:00 PM 

25 

Christmas Day 

AA 12PM 

26 

Women's AA 
11:00 AM 

27 

AA 12PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM to 4:15 PM 

AA 7:30 PM-9 PM 

28 

29 

Undie Sunday 

Worship Services  
8:15 & 10:45 

After Christmas Breakfast 
9:30-10:30 

Sunday School 9:30A 

30 

AA 12PM 

Silver Sq Dancers 
12:30 PM 

Guitar Music Lessons 
2:30 PM to 7:00 PM 

UMW Exec Mtg 7P 

W-Watchers 5:30 PM 

31 

    


