Greece United Methodist Church

THE ENLIGHTENER
October 2016

Message from the Pastor:

The Bible has a lot to say about how to address disagreements, and how to forgive, ask forgiveness,
and accept forgiveness – from God and from other persons. Jesus warned his disciples that the world would
not always agree with them, or accept them (John 15:18 – 16:33). He gave them the assurance that the Holy
Spirit would be with them in their !mes of trial (Ma hew 10:17-20). He also told them to love their enemies,
and to pray for those that would persecute them (Ma hew 5:44).
Jesus knew, even before the church got started, that there would also be diﬀerences among the
people who would be his disciples (Ma hew 5: 22-24). So, he gave instruc!ons about how to handle a
dispute or a disagreement with another person in the church (Ma hew 18: 15-17). Those instruc!ons involve
talking to one another, which hopefully will lead to the giving and accep!ng of forgiveness.
This is a season of the year when disagreement is in the air. I refer not to Autumn, but to Elec!on
Season. We are called upon to make decisions about who will lead us at various levels of government, and
therefore, what direc!on our community, our state, and our country will take into the future. In this year of
presiden!al elec!on, the decisions to be made take on a great importance. There is not much in this world
that generates more disagreement than elec!ons, and the poli!cs around them.
It is my hope that your faith will inform the way you vote. Your understanding of who God is, and who
we are in rela!on to God (theology) should be the most important factor in all the decisions of your life. Our
theology informs much of how we view ourselves and other people, human rela!onships, and how our
communi!es, large and small, should be organized – whether we are conscious of it or not. I hope that you
will pray and seek God’s guidance as you make a decision about the candidates for various oﬃces. I hope that
you will open your eyes and ears, your heart and mind to receive the answers to your prayers.
Here’s the hard part: some!mes people of sincere and deep faith will pray and perceive diﬀerent
answers to their prayers. You, a/er praying, may feel led to vote for one candidate, while your faithful
neighbor, a/er praying, may feel led to vote for the opponent. Undoubtedly, there will be people from our
congrega!on vo!ng on opposite sides in every race on the ballot.
Let us not be afraid to try to convince one another of our poli!cal view, but let us also remember that
we are bound together in the Body of Christ. Whatever we may think of another’s opinion, let us recognize
them as a sister or brother – all of us children of God. Their drawing a diﬀerent conclusion than you should
not mean that their faith is suspect. Let us be willing to talk about our diﬀerences, as Jesus instructed. And
let us be willing to forgive others when they are (in our view) so obviously wrong (!).
May God bless you with wisdom, insight, and love for your neighbor as you prepare to vote.

In Christ’s love,
Pastor Ma6 Stengel

A PRAYER CHAIN REMINDER: We have an ac ve prayer
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chain, both through e-mails and phone. You’re invited
to be part of that; just call Bill and Gail Mason at
453-9038. Also, if you have a prayer concern of any kind that
you want to share, contact Bill and Gail at the number above or
by e-mail at wmason@rochester.rr.com. We only send out
prayer concerns when we receive direct requests.

Altar Flowers: If you would like a formal arrangement
placed in honor/memory of a loved one, contact
Be8y LaMonica. Arrangements are $25.
Anniversary Ministry: Please contact me of your
special day at dham1@rochester.rr.com
Thank you, Dick Hamblin
Birthday Ministry: We would love to recognize your
special day. Please e-mail the oﬃce to let us know if
your birthday is not on our calendar.
greeceumc@fron ernet.net

Deadline for all newsle8er ar cles is the 15th of each
month by 12:00pm. Please e-mail to Deb Babbage at
dbabbage@rochester.rr.com. Thank you.

BBQ Pulled Pork Drive Thru!
Thursday, October 20th
4:00—until sold-out
Pulled Pork sandwich, Choice of 2 out of 4 sides,
(Beans, Coleslaw, Potatoes, Macaroni Salad)
Roll, and Brownie for $12.00
All proceeds to benefit the ministries at GUMC
Invite your friends, family, and neighbors!

Thoughts from Deacon Dee
Can you remember when you learned to drive a vehicle?
Where were your eyes focused as you drove down the road?
Did you look through the windshield?
Did you look thru your side mirrors?
Did you look thru the rear view mirror?
My dad taught me to scan the road ahead and sides with my eyes but
also use my side mirrors and rear view mirror too.
He said always be aware of what’s going on around you. But most
important… don't take your eyes oﬀ the road but for a second.
The future of Church ministry is kind of like moving forward down the
road in a vehicle.
We just celebrated 175 years of being Greece UMC. That's looking in
the rear view mirror.
How can we focus on the windshield and see the road ahead for Greece UMC? Would you take a road trip
without a map or GPS?
Time for talk is done…what can you do to con!nue crea!ng a place for sharing God’s love to others in and out
of our door.
Our challenge will con!nue to be how to get people in the cars on the journey of growing spiritually and how
to be the church we need to be today.
Thank you to those who con!nue to serve in leadership and involved more than Sunday worship a6endance.
We need to con!nue seeking others to look out the windshield and Be the Church in the world..
Many of you have asked me about my ministry at Seneca Street in Buﬀalo. My schedule there will be Sunday
a/ernoon and Monday all day and Thursday a/ernoons.
I will be serving at Greece UMC on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday morning.
I will be at Soho on Wednesday mornings.
Please call or email me if you need to communicate about anything.
May you con!nue to seek to look out the windshield, eyes forward and not in the rear view mirror, as we
move forward in ministry.
Dee

9:00am—Traditional
10:00am—Discipleship Hour
11:00am—Praise & Worship

SUNDAY
Please Come and

WORSHIP

Worship With Us!
Worship Schedule for October 2016:

What follows are the Lectionary Readings for each
Sunday. Each week, the theme of the services will
usually emerge from one of the prescribed readings
(often the Gospel). We invite you to read through the
lessons prior to Sunday. It can be a healthy discipline and enhance
the experience of worship.
10/2:

Lamentation 1:1-6
2 Timothy 1:1-14

Psalm 137
Luke 17:5-10

10/9:

Jeremiah 29:1,4-7
2 Timothy 2:8-15

Psalm 6:1-12
Luke 17:11-19

Jeremiah 31:27-34
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5

Psalm 119:97-104/Psalm 19
Luke 18:1-8

10/23:

Joel 2:23-32
2 Timothy 4:6-8

Psalm 65
Luke 18:9-14

10/30:

Habakkuk 1:1-4,2:1-2
Psalm 119:137-144
2 Thessalonians1:1-4,11-12 Luke 19:1-10

10/16:

Sundays,
10:00—11:00am
Join us Sunday mornings for
Bible study and fellowship.
Pre-K—1st grade:
Grades 2-5:
Tweens:
Adults:

Room 7
Room 8
Room 10
Kerrison Room

“War Room”
Undie Sunday : Sunday, October 30th
Please bring in new packaged children’s
underwear to give to our local schools for
children in need. Thank you

New Member/Info Gatherings:
If you want to know more about United
Methodist Church, becoming a member
and other ques!ons, please join Pastor
Ma and Deacon Dee @10 am Saturday,
October 29 and Sunday, October 30. Even
if you are not interested in joining at this
!me, but have ques!ons come join us.

Can you help??
Projec!onist are needed for both Sunday
services—9:00 am & 11:00am. If you are interes!ng in helping with this very meaningful ministry, please
e-mail Lisa Kostyshak at lkostyshak@gmail.com

Widows and Widowers
Group will meet Sunday,
October 16th at 2:00pm
in Fellowship Hall.
Church Collection Counters:
Donna Lashbrook has joined Team 6
with Mary Van de Logt and Kim
Whittemore. Barbara Mertz will be
joining the team with Earle Ridley and
Sue Hogeman. These
volunteers serve an
important ministry of our
church.

Weekday
Bagel and Book Study:
Half Truths: God Helps Those Who Help Themselves
and Other Things the Bible Doesn’t Say
By Adam Hamilton
They are simple phrases. They sound Christian—like
something you might find in the Bible. We’ve all heard these
words. Maybe we’ve said them. They capture some
element of truth, yet they miss the point in important ways.
Join Adam Hamilton in searching for the
whole truth by comparing common
Christian clichés to the message and
ministry of Jesus.

Dinner and Devotion
with Dee and Deb
Let’s come together to break
bread and reflect on God’s presence in our
lives. Dee and Deb will provide a soup
and salad dinner, along with some treats.
October Meetings: 10/12 & 10/26

Group meets Wednesday
@ 9:30-11:00am
Soho’s Bagel Café, Stone Ridge Plaza
Contact Deacon Dee for books.

Page Turners Monthly Book Club:
October Selection:
All the Stars in the Heavens

By Adriana Trigliani
Tuesday Book Group:
A8tude is Your Paintbrush,
It colors Every Situa;on
by James W Moore
“Let serving God and trus!ng God be the
aBtude of your life.” Romans 12:1
(paraphrasing Paul’s words.)
.
All are welcome to this group which meets
on Tuesday mornings at
10:00am in Room 9.
If you have ques!ons, contact:
Linda Hoﬀman, facilitator
lmhoﬀman@rochester.rr.com or 458-2248

Pastor Ma ’s Bible Study
Immersion Study: Gala;ans
12 noon in Kerrison Room at the church
or
7pm at The Village at Unity
(Anyone may a6end either session, and you
may switch between them. )

We hope to see you there.

The movie business is booming in 1935
when twenty-one-year-old Loretta Young
meets thirty-four-year-old Clark Gable on
the set of The Call of the Wild. Though he's
already married, Gable falls for the stunning
and vivacious young actress instantly.
Anchored by Trigiani's masterful storytelling
that takes you on a worldwide ride of
adventure from Hollywood to the shores of
southern Italy, this mesmerizing epic is, at
its heart, a luminous tale of the most
cherished ties that bind. Brimming with
larger-than-life characters both real and
fictional—including stars Spencer Tracy,
Myrna Loy, David Niven, Hattie McDaniel
and more—it is the unforgettable story of
one of cinema's greatest love affairs during
the golden age of American movie making.
Everyone is welcomed to join us
Thursday, October 27th at 10:00am
in the Kerrison Room for discussion.
November Selection: Miss Buncle’s
Book by D. E. Stevenson

Message from Outreach:

Our school supply boxes runneth over! Thanks for the abundance of “school tools” spilling
over the collection boxes. We sorted, boxed, and delivered everything from glue sticks to
composition books to pencils and folders to six elementary schools (West Ridge, Holmes
Road, Autumn Lane, Longridge, English Village, and Brookside), as well as providing extra
boxes of binders to the Villa of Hope. In addition, all the undies we collected in May and July
were distributed to the school nurses. Thank you!
Thinking back to our last Mission Sunday (March): We have received numerous thank-you
notes from the recipients of your pledges, including Project Chacocente, Villa of Hope,
Journey Home, RAIHN, and FISH. Check bulletin boards for samples. (See Below.)
Looking ahead, we have two projects in the works: collecting food for the Thanksgiving
baskets in November as usual and helping the Red Bird Mission, a new-to-us project
sponsored by the Upper New York Conference.
The Red Bird Mission and Clinic in Beverly, Ky., has provided ministries in the
Appalachian Mountains region since 1921. Today, the need remains critical in
this isolated, rural, distressed area. Chronic poverty, lack of jobs, poor
housing, and rugged mountainous terrain provide obstacles to a fuller life for
the residents of this area. Red Bird Mission strives to meet these needs in various ways. Our
contribution will be filling plastic shoe boxes (provided for you) with a variety of personal items
geared for adults as well as children. GUMC has been designated as a drop-off station and
boxes can be dropped off on Tuesday & Thursday mornings from October 18 to November
11. (Church members can leave their boxes in the commons on Sundays.) See the FLYER
in this newsletter for details and a list of items we can contribute for adults or children.
If you have any questions about this mission, please contact Deacon Dee.
Thank you for all you are willing to share and do!

Salem Nutritional Center
Tuesday, October 11th
9:00am—2:00pm
Please join us for a morning of serving. Meet/leave
Church at 9:00. At 9:30, lunch prep begins. Serve
100—150 hungry people at noon. Return to the
church at 2:00pm. We need 10 people there each
time. It is a very satisfying ministry. See Deacon
Dee for details.
HEART TO HEART......A new updated sign-up
sheet has now been posted in King
Commons. Please take a look at it to make
sure it is correct as it applies to you. We have
had some changes going forward and updates
are s!ll occurring. Also, beneath the top sheet is addi!onal
informa!on helpful when planning a visit. We're s!ll looking for
volunteers as well as members you may know who are not on the
list but you know would appreciate a church one-on-one contact,
either through a personal visit (depending on circumstances), a
phone call and/or a "Thinking of You" card. This might be more
meaningful to you if you take a second and think about what your
life might be like if you were bound at home or a care
facility. Let's add some comfort where we can. Call Gale Huber if
you have ques!ons at 247-3464.

Fall Church Cleanup
Saturday,
October 8th
9:00am—12pm
All are invited to
help.
Excellent
opportunity for
community hours
for youth.

October Food of the Month:
Peanut Bu er and Jelly
Please join us each month as
we help to stock the shelves at the Greece
Ecumenical Food Shelf. Your dona2ons of
food or monetary dona2ons (Funds for
Food buckets) help to feed our neighbors
in the Greece and Charlo e areas.

Safe Sanctuary Training
GUMC has a Safe Sanctuary Policy that we work to enforce so all ages are safe at church on many levels of
community life.
This fall, all persons who are volunteering with GUMC children and youth and vulnerable adults (Heart to Heart
or hospital visita!ons, even Ushers) will be required to have an updated basic background check along with
a6ending a training session. Training is part of the process.
If you wish to con!nue volunteering you must plan to a6end one of the events listed or contact Deacon Dee
about when you would be available for training.
♦

Monday, October 3 7-8:30pm

♦

Saturday, October 15 10-11:30am

Having our policy in ac!on and keeping people safe is important.

GREECE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Executive Committee Meeting:
DATE CHANGE!

Monday, Oct. 3rd , 6:30 p.m. Room 9.
Linda Hoffman, President.

Circle Meetings:

Miriam:

Monday, Oct. 10th, 6:30 p.m., Room 9.
Harvest Pot Luck Supper.
Please bring a dish to pass and your own place setting.

Ruth:

Tuesday, Oct. 11th, 12:30 p.m., Room 9.
Program to be announced.

Men’s Breakfast:
DATE CHANGE!

The breakfast will be held on Saturday, Oct. 1st, at 8:30 a.m. in Fellowship
Hall. All men who are members of the church are welcome. Please contact Karen Ingle at
621-1766 if you are interested in attending.

General Meeting:
DATE CHANGE!

Tuesday, Oct. 18th, 7:00 p.m. Room 9. Miriam hosting.
Neva Benson will present a Trip To Russia travelogue and we will have our Pledge Service..

Genesee Valley District Annual Meeting: Saturday, Oct. 22nd.
Geneseo UMC, 4520 Genesee St., Geneseo, NY 14454
Registration; 9:00 a.m. Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. Lunch following the program.
Valerie Clark, Conference Mission Project Chair, will speak about Conference Projects.
Cost is $10/person. Please make check payable to “Geneseo UMW” and mail to:
Lucille Kane, 4520 Genesee St., Geneseo, NY 14454. Deadline is Oct. 19th.
Church Women United:
Day of Reflection … A Time of Blessing. Friday, Oct. 7th, 2016.
First Baptist Church, 175 Allens Creek Rd., Rochester 14618
Speaker: Dr. Deni Mack, Pastoral Associate, Church of the Assumption, Fairport.
9:30 a.m. to noon. Call 342-2790 to reserve a complimentary lunch.
Happening Next Month:
Annual Fall Bazaar: Saturday, Nov. 5th, 9:00-2:00. Fellowship Hall. Sharon Neary, Chairman. Thanks to those
who have been busy making items for the various booths. It’s not too early to get things ready to donate to
Attic Treasurers. More details next month!
Election Day Baked Food Sale: Tuesday, Nov. 8th, 7:30 am-4:00 pm, Room 11.
Shirley Haefele and Gale Huber, Co-chairmen.
No;ce: The Live Auc;on will not be taking place this fall as hoped. There
simply were not enough large ;cket items to give it a go. We will, however, be
looking for smaller household items for our A8c Treasures booth
at the annual UMW Fall Bazaar. Please do consider saving some
items and bring them in the ﬁrst week of November.
Thank you, Karen Klingenberger
UMW ELECTION DAY BAKE SALE.....
On Elec!on Day, November 8th,our Third Presiden!al
Elec!on Day Bake Sale will take place from 7:30 to 4:00
p.m. (or un!l sold out) in Room 11. All baked food items
are appreciated, especially pies and cakes, of which we were asked many !mes
in 2012 if we had any. We understand this comes only days following the Fall
Bazaar, but bake only as your !me and circumstances allow. Call Shirley Haefele
at 225-5472 if you have ques!ons.

Fall Family Movie

Messiah Men’s Breakfast

Popcorn, drinks, and
candy available.

The second Saturday of the month, some of
our men join the Messiah Men for a $5.00
breakfast. It is held in their fellowship hall
at the corner of Mt. Read and English Rd.
Speakers have included Greece Police Chief
Patrick Phelan, WROC Chief Meteorlogist
Stacy Pensgen, Kip Palmer of Palmer Food
Services and “American St. Nick”, Richard
Brookins, an Army Veteran from Rochester,
who brought Christmas cheer to war torn
Luxenbourg in December 1944 and
continuing today.

Invite your family, friends, and neighbors
to this FREE fun event.

Join our men—Dennis Wake, Gary Benson,
Bill Brado, Don LaMonca, and Dick
Hamblin in October and the coming months.

Night
The Jungle Book
Saturday, October 15th
6:30-8:00pm
In Fellowship Hall

175 Review—Dick Hamblin, Committee Member
When it was decided that we would celebrate our 175 anniversary, all committee members
began contacting former members and friends.
Bill Brado started to research our history and ask people for any documents and pictures of our past. He
created three volumes of our church life from 1841! These volumes will be stored in our church library for all
to view. Stop in our library to see if you are included.
Barb Brado gets involved too. She found a caterer for our picnic celebration. She also found a gentleman
who had tents, chairs, and tables to supplement the church’s supply. She also organized our table
arrangements to be “1st class” for our picnic. With help from Judy Rushforth, Barb sent invitations to former
laity and clergy.
Tom Klingenberger, chair of the event, invited the Bishop, District Superintendent, Senator Robach, and
Town Supervisor. Tom arranged the program for the day.
Tom Hinterman organized the brick fundraiser “Share of the Celebration”. Sue Hogeman helped Tom to keep
track of the donations with a thermometer in the commons area. Bricks were purchased and on display.
I handled the sale of t-shirts that were designed by my son Kevin. It was featured on WHAM, channel 13,
“T-shirts of the Week”! Sue Hogeman’s daughter purchased two shirts—one for our time capsule and the other for her.
Bricks, cups, and t-shirts are still available thru the office.

STEWARDSHIP

From a devotional Bible by Max Lucado: “God’s foremost rule of finance is this: We are managers, not
owners. Stewards, not landlords. Maintenance people, not proprietors. Our money is not ours; it is his.”
He also quotes 2 Corinthians 9:7 – “ Each one should give as you have decided in your heart to give.
You should not be sad when you give, and you should not give because you feel forced to give. God
loves the person who gives happily.”
2016 has been a very special year in our church and we look forward to years of growth as we enter
2017. In November, we’ll be doing the annual Stewardship drive asking for your commitment for next
year. Your response gives our Finance Committee and Staff a perspective on several things: a) what
programs can we take on, b) what maintenance can be done around our facility, c) how we can handle
day to day expenses, i.e. heat and light, snow plowing (dread the thought), office supplies, - you get the
picture. As we look forward to next year, we should continue to enjoy the excitement of celebrating 175
years, but we need to be considering “All That We Can Be.”
Bill Mason
Finance Monthly Report:
Budgeted Income as of Week #37 – 09/11/16
Budget Total
Needed YTD
$218,837.24

Received
$223,644.01

Pledges
Non-Pledges
Needed YTD
Received
Needed YTD
Received
$138,195.74
$139,079.51
$32,375.00
$29,068.79

Current Income (Usable) vs Expenses as of the end of August 08/31/16
Usable
$206,946.16

Spent
+/$198,332.19 +$8,613.97

Contribu;on Statements - Third Quarter of 2016
Member Contribu!on Statements will be available for pick up in the King Commons area in early October.
Included in the statement will be details of contribu!ons received from January 1 – September 30, 2016.
Also, Pledges for Current Expenses and Missions are noted on the statement.
Note – These statements will have correc!ons for issues noted with the Second Quarter Statements.
Please pick up and review your statement for accuracy.
If any further correc!ons or modiﬁca!ons are needed, please let me know.
You can leave me a note in my Church Mailbox or by contac!ng me on my cell phone (737-6440).

Best regards,
Bill Kostyshak, Financial Secretary

CHURCH PROFILE: How Would You Describe Our Church?
The Staﬀ Parish Rela!ons Commi6ee (SPRC) is charged to build rela!onships among members of the congrega!on and the staﬀ that are eﬀec!ve for accomplishing the mission and purpose of the church.
This past fall the commi6ee worked with the Pastor to update the Church Proﬁle which is used by the District
and Conference leadership to get an understanding of our church and the community it serves. The Proﬁle is
used during the annual delibera!ons that determine clergy assignments and will be one way that the new
District Superintendent learns who we are.
The Proﬁle consists of narra!ve answers to 45 ques!ons that seek our views of our community, our congrega!on, our church’s spiritual focus, our mission and ministry, our pastoral leadership expecta!ons, and our
facili!es. The commi6ee found working on this document to be interes!ng and s!mula!ng. Each month for
the next several months, a couple of the ques!ons and our answers will be presented in the Enlightener for
everyone to read and comment on. My hope is that you will ﬁnd this sharing and crowd-sourcing interes!ng
and s!mula!ng too.
Submi6ed by Tom Hinterman, Chair
_________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Describe your congrega;on:
7. How does your congrega;on respond to conﬂict? (When your church has a disagreement, what happens?)
As was indicated in the preceding three answers, we have had some success at avoiding conﬂicts by geBng
everyone into the room and onto the same page.
That did not happen as the problem with the previous pastor unfolded. The result was that a few members
who saw themselves on one side or the other le/ the congrega!on. Many more who were similarly disposed
elected to remain and make the best of the changed situa!on. Many others accepted the events without a
judgmental reac!on.
8. Describe your membership re: mix of age, ethnicity, aﬄuence or poverty. How does your membership
reﬂect the make-up of the community?
The membership is comprised of a majority of members 50 years of age and above. There are few people of
color and the congrega!on pre6y much consists of a middle class background. It certainly isn't aﬄuent but
also cannot be considered a church in poverty. This reﬂects the historic make-up of the community. We are
seeing some signs that as the community is changing, our membership may follow.
9. What is your worship a endance? What has been the trend in a endance over the last 10 years? Over
the last 3 years, how many persons have been received into membership by transfer or profession of faith?
Who are the new faces among you?
Our worship a6endance has declined during the past ten years for the community reasons cited in Sec!on A
above. More recently, we have lost a6endance as a result of the pastor transi!on problem and, to some
extent, due to impact the changes in the service !mes has on the habits and abili!es of some of our members.
Average Worship A6endance: 125
Church Membership: 618
Bap!sm (Last Year): 4
Confessions of Faith (Last Year): 0
New faces have included a new family associated with the Boy Scout Troop, some older folks who are
returning to the area, and a few younger singles.
SPRC cont. next

SPRC CONT….

10. What is the most important thing you have learned in the last several years? What is your greatest worry?
What do you most celebrate? As you look to the future, what ques;ons are you asking?
We have learned that growing the church is extremely diﬃcult. The churches a6rac!ng new members locally are
rela!vely new churches with an emphasis on sports programs for youth. We lack the resources to embark on
those types of programs and at the same !me minister to our members who are advancing in age.
Our greatest worry is our ﬁnancial obliga!ons while at the same !me taking care of the capital improvements necessary.
We celebrate our heritage and our faith that the changes we are making will lead to be6er days.
The ques!ons we ask relate to how we can be more successful as a spiritual force within the community.
_______________________________________________________________________________
These are the last 4 of the second group of ques!ons.
What do you think so far?
Is there something here you would change?
Something you would add?
•

Speak to a member of the SPRC.

•

Write note and put it in the SPRC box in the Commons.

Email Tom Hinterman Hinterman.tom7@gmail.com .

Habitat for Humanity

Our committee resumed meeting in early September and began plans for our upcoming Thanksgiving Kelly’s
Pie Sale (watch for it in November), our current status and shared our ideas for the future. It’s a committee
that has been in place now for almost 16 years and, while members can change, the commitment and the
main goal remain the same – sponsoring and providing volunteers to help build a home for a family in the
City of Rochester.
For now, the local af*iliate continues to build in the Josana district (Joseph, Otis, Ames, etc. and have built
over 200 homes in that area already. They continue to develop new partnerships with church groups, groups
such as Women’s Build and others. As a reminder, that means each group raises $65,000 to help fund the
home and provide volunteers to work with others and the homeowners. The homeowners aren’t given the
homes, they buy them through a no interest mortgage and provide 300+ hours of their own time working on
the home and getting some much needed education in routine maintenance and *inancial practices.
Hopefully, shortly after the *irst of the year our group will commit to a seventh home and begin the necessary work to meet the goals needed. We hope you’ll support us with your donations, pie purchases, etc to
enable that to happen. Thanks for your help in the past.

Thoughts from Co-Lay Leader Lisa Kostyshak:

Here Comes the Fall Change!
How can we enjoy the annual fall festival without giving thanks to Him who made it all?
For everything there is a season, a time for every activity under heaven.
Ecclesiastes 3:1 (NLT)
It’s coming…. Several weeks of beautiful fall foliage….
Beautiful colors! So many beautiful colors!
How spectacular those weeks can be…
After they fall, it seems that many things pale in comparison.
But, have you walked through the woods in the fall after the leaves have all dropped? When the
trees are bare you can see into places and spaces not possible when the trees are covered with
leaves. A walk in the woods takes on a whole new look and feeling in late autumn. The incredible patterns of tree branches hidden when covered with leaves in and of themselves become a
wonder to behold. In some ways, there is more to see in late fall than at other times of the year.
There is certainly far more to fall than just beautiful foliage. Perhaps if we could remember this
we would enjoy the season more.
Everything has beauty, but not everyone sees it.
~Confucius
God writes the gospel not in the Bible alone, but on trees and flowers and clouds and stars.
~Martin Luther
We need to find God, and he cannot be found in noise and restlessness. God is the friend of silence. See how nature – trees, flowers, grass — grows in silence; see the stars, the moon and the
sun, how they move in silence . . . We need silence to be able to touch souls.
~Mother Teresa
Reading about nature is fine, but if a person walks in the woods and listens carefully, he can
learn more than what is in books, for they speak with the voice of God.
~George Washington Carver

October Birthdays

Congrega;on Updates
Passing:
Catherine Marshall
Martha (Marty) Kester
(sister of Al Kester)
Floyd King
(father of Bob King)
Larry Parkins
Dick Finucane

8/18
8/19

NOT AVAILABLE FOR WEB
EDITION. PLEASE CONTACT
CHURCH OFFICE.

8/29
8/29
9/9

New Address:
Pa6y D’Agos!no
NOT AVAILABLE FOR WEB EDITION.
PLEASE CONTACT CHURCH OFFICE.

New E-mail Address:
Gene Sutliﬀ NOT AVAILABLE FOR WEB EDITION.
PLEASE CONTACT CHURCH OFFICE.

October Anniversaries
NOT AVAILABLE FOR WEB
EDITION. PLEASE CONTACT
CHURCH OFFICE.

Le8er of Gra tude:
Thank you to all who contributed medicine
bo6les for the Sunday School Mission
Project. We collected over 1,200 bo6les.

Results from The blood drive in August:

We are currently stopping the collec!on for now.
Thank you again for helping doctors get medicines
safely to those in need.
Jean Lee

We collected 11 units on a goal of 15. As a
result, 33 lives will be helped.
We had 16 people present with 5
deferrals.

Fundraiser Updates
Thank you to all who have helped in some way to make our fundraising successful. These fundraisers help support our church and the
many ministries we have to oﬀer our community.
SAVE THE DATES:
Thur, Oct 20
Pulled Pork BBQ
4:30pm– 6:30pm
Sat. Nov 5
UMW Fall Bazaar
9:00am-2:00pm
Tues. Nov 8
Elec!on Day Lunch
11:30am-1:30pm
Tues. Nov 8
Elec!on Day Dinner (Chicken/Biscuits)
4:30pm—6:30pm
Proﬁts from 2016 Fundraisers:
January
SpagheB Dinner
February
Souper Bowl Sub Sale
March
Chicken & Biscuit Dinner
March 17
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
April 14
Chicken BBQ
May 19
Chicken BBQ
June 9-11
Book/Bake Sale
June 11
Summerfest (Vendors)
June 16
Chicken BBQ
July 14
Chicken BBQ
Aug 18
Chicken BBQ
Sept 15
Chicken BBQ

$161.50 (Beneﬁts the youth Spring Gathering)
$467.55 (Beneﬁts the youth Spring Gathering)
$240.41
$271.60
$825.00
$890.00
$628.50
$450.00
$945.27
$1,225.00
$869.04
$1,046.00

Opportunity to make a difference
Shoebox CHRISTMAS GIFTS
Red Bird Mission in Beverly, Ky., has provided ministries in the Appalachian
Mountains region since 1921. This isolated, rural, distressed area has
chronic poverty, lack of jobs, poor housing, and rugged mountainous terrain
provide obstacles to a fuller life for the residents of this area. It is supported
by the United Methodist Church.

Shoe box Christmas gifts are needed and GUMC is offering this
opportunity to you to begin shopping now until November 6th.
Get a box and drop off at church in the Commons Area.
Outreach Team is providing plastic shoeboxes for you to use.
There are two different styles of shoe boxes: Adult and Children.
Please do not wrap the boxes.

Items for the Adult's shoe boxes
(Please mark for a man or woman)
Include: comb/brush, shampoo, hand lotion, deodorant, toothbrush and paste, chap stick,
full size bath soap, wash cloth, mittens, disposable razors, shaving cream, scarves and
hats, nail care supplies, socks, and work gloves. Christian bookmarks and other spiritual
items are also appreciated.

Items for the children's shoe boxes
(Please mark for a boy or girl, and the age category: 2-4, 5-9, and 10-14)
Include two or three toy items, two or three school items, bar soap, children's toothbrush,
children's toothpaste, shampoo, lotion, wash cloth, comb/brush, chapstick, mittens, hats,
socks, and small *lashlights. Christian bookmarks, wrist bands, and other spiritual items
are also appreciated.
In 2015, more than 1500 shoe boxes were driven down.

All boxes must be dropped off by November 6th.

Nursery:
10/2: Kim Whittemore, Kali Iachetta
10/9: Gale Huber, Cameron Theile
10/16: Barb Miroff, Phyl-Ann Helmes
10/23: Debbie Symonds, Kali Iachetta
10/30: Karen Ingle, Melissa Dunn
Projectionists:
9:00am
10/2: Neva Benson
10/9: Norma Rapini
10/16: Earle Rdiley
10/23: Neva Benson
10/30: Norma Rapini

11:00am
Earle Ridley
Earle Ridley
Sarah Babbage
Earle Ridley
Earle Ridley

Ushers:
9:00am
Melissa Dunn
Karen Ingle
Kara Down
Tom Hinterman

11:00am
Erich Ruppert Sr.

Liturgists:
10/2: No Liturgist
10/9: Sally Lepi
10/16: Dennis Wake
10/23: Holly King
10/30: Sharon Neary
Counters:
10/2:
Cindy Lane, Keineth Stone, Sally Lepi
10/9:
Mary Vandelogt, Kim Whittemore, Donna Lashbrook
10/16: Mary Vandelogt, Kim Whittemore, Donna Lashbrook
10/23: Bill & Barb Brado, Dick Hamblin
10/30: Bill & Barb Brado, Dick Hamblin
Greeters:

Not available at the newsle er deadline.

The Worship Commi ee is looking for
people who want to aid their fellow
worshipers each Sunday. See below how
you may help enrich our worship ;me:
Altar Guild: Members serve for a month to
care for the chancel; ﬁlling the candles,
hanging the paraments as required, and
preparing for bap!sms. This work can be done
any !me during the week, with the candles
being checked between services. If you are
interested, contact Phyl Ann Helmes.
Communion Stewards: This is a once a month
obliga!on (and most likely only a few !mes a
year). If interested, contact Mary VandeLogt.
Greeters: We are looking for people who
would like to greet people 15 minutes before
9:00 and 11:00 Worship. Anyone can be a
greeter, individuals, family groups, youth. If
interested, contact Deacon Dee.
Ushers: Interested in serving your
congrega!on in a small but signiﬁcant way?
Why not become part of one of the ushering
teams? Groups of four members serve for a
month once or twice during the year. Contact
Tom Hinterman in person, or
Hinterman.Tom7@Gmail.com
Nursery: Sally Lepi, Nursery Coordinator, is
looking for people to help serve a week in the
nursery during worship. Could you sign up?
We need to be able to give people with young
children the op!on during both 9 and 11am
for childcare.
Projec;onists: Lisa Kostyshak , coordinator, is
looking for projec!onists for both the 9 and 11
am services. Please contact her if interested.

October 2016—As of 9/15th
Please see Website for updates

Sun

2
Trad Worship 9AM

Mon

3
AA 12PM

Discipleship Hour & Silver Squares
Education for all
Square Dancers
ages 10AM
12:30 PM
Praise & Worship
11AM

Tue

Wed

Thu

4
Tuesday Book
Study 10AM

5
Bagel and Book
Study 9:30 AM

6
Atria Sr Bible Study
10:30 AM

Education Team
7PM

AA 12PM

Women's AA 11AM

Bell Choir 6:15 PM

Pastor Matt Book Study
12PM

UMW Executive
Praise Band
Committee 6:30 PM practice 7PM

Fri

7
AA 12PM

Sat
1
UMW Men's Breakfast 8AM
8
Emmaus Gathering
8:30 AM

Creative
Hands 1:15 PM
AA 7:30 PM

Chancel Choir 7PM
Boy Scout Troop #195 7PM

Safe Sanctuary
Training Event
7PM to 8:30 PM
9
Trad Worship 9AM

10
AA 12PM

Trustee Committee Silver Squares
meeting 10AM
Square Dancers
12:30 PM
Discipleship Hour &
Education for all
Miriam Circle
ages 10AM
6:30 PM
Praise & Worship
11AM

11
Tuesday Book
Study 10AM

12
Bagel and Book
Study 9:30 AM

Pastor Matt Bible Study
@ Villages 7PM
13
Atria Sr Bible Study
10:30 AM

Ruth Circle
12:30 PM

AA 12PM

Women's AA 11AM

Dinner & Devotions
5:30 PM to 6:30 PM

Pastor Matt Book Study
12PM

SPRC 7PM
Praise Band
practice 7PM

Bell Choir 6:15 PM

Boy Scout Troop #195 7PM

Chancel Choir 7PM

Pastor Matt Bible Study
@ Villages 7PM

14
AA 12PM

15
Newsletter Deadline
Today

Creative
Hands 1:15 PM Safe Sanctuary
Training Event
10AM to 11:30 AM
AA 7:30 PM
Family Movie Night
6:30—8:00pm

October 2016—As of 9/15th
Please see Website for updates
Sun
16
Trad Worship 9AM

Mon
17
AA 12PM

Tue
18
Salem Nutrition 9AM

Discipleship Hour & Silver Squares Tuesday Book Study
Square Dancers 10AM
Education for all
12:30 PM
ages 10AM
Newsletter Crew
12:30 PM
Praise & Worship
11AM
Finance Committee
7PM
Widow/Widower
Group 2PM

23

24

Trad Worship 9AM

Girl Scout Service
Unit 6PM

Silver Squares
Square Dancers
12:30 PM

Bagel and Book
Study 9:30 AM
AA 12PM
Pulled Pork
Preparation 1PM
Bell Choir 6:15 PM
Chancel Choir 7PM

Thu
20
Women's AA 11AM
Pastor Matt Book Study
12PM

Pastor Matt Bible Study @
Villages 7PM
Bagel and Book
Study 9:30 AM

Undie Sunday
Trad Worship 9AM

31
AA 12PM

Silver Squares
Square Dancers
Discipleship Hour & 12:30 PM
Education for all
ages 10AM
Praise & Worship

AA 7:30 PM

27

28

Page Turners 10AM

AA 12PM

Atria Bible Study 10:30 AM Creative
Hands 1:15 PM
Women's AA 11AM
Dinner and Devotions
Phillips Wedding
5:30 PM to 6:30 PM Pastor Matt Book Study
3PM
12PM
Bell Choir 6:15 PM
Boy Scout Pack 173
Philips Wedding Rehearsal 6PM
Chancel Choir 7PM 5PM
AA 7:30 PM
Boy Scout #195 7PM
AA 12PM

Pastor Matt Bible Study @
30

Creative
Hands 1:15 PM

Drive Thru 4PM

Praise Band practice
26

Sat
22

Pulled Pork PREP 3PM
Boy Scout #195 7PM

25

Fri
21

Atria Bible Study 10:30 AM AA 12PM

UMW Gen Mtg 7PM

MS Society Sup- Tuesday Book Study
port Group
10AM
Discipleship Hour & 10:30 AM
Education for all
Praise Band practice
ages 10AM
AA 12PM
7PM
Praise & Worship
11AM

Wed
19

29
New Member &
Church Info
Gathering
10AM

