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Message from the Pastor:  

 Most of you will have heard by now that 2016 is our 175
th

 year.  It was on July 

25,
, 
1841 that seven  persons officially became the “Methodist Protestant Church, Class 

No. 1 in the Town of Greece, NY.”  This year we will celebrate the 175
th

 anniversary of 

that event on Sunday, July 24, 2016.  We will begin the day with worship at 10:00, and 

share in a catered picnic celebra0on at 12 noon.  We hope that folks who have been a part of the life of 

Greece United Methodist Church, past and present, will want to be a part of the celebra0on. 

 In order to get us in the mood for the celebra0on, Bill Brado has been collec0ng photos and ar0facts 

from the past into a set of scrapbooks.  He is also preparing poster boards that are on display each week    

outside the sanctuary, each on a theme (e.g. the Choir, confirma0on classes, the building, etc.). If you have 

photos of church events that you can copy (or let Bill copy), please  bring them to the church, or let Bill know.   

As part of past anniversary celebra0ons, a special project was adopted.  For the centennial in 1941, an 

organ was installed in the church.  For the 150
th

, a quilt with a square for each family was created, which is 

displayed in the King Commons of the church.  They also buried a 0me capsule (to be opened in 2041) in the 

Memorial Garden. 

 This year, we hope to erect the “175
th

 Anniversary Picnic Pavilion”, behind the parking lot, and next to 

the playground and volleyball court.  A 40 foot by 30 foot pavilion is being designed which will provide space 

for outdoor fellowship ac0vi0es for our church family and the community.  We may not be able to finish it  

before the July 24
th

 celebra0on, but we hope to finish it before this fall. 

 In order to pay for the pavilion, and the other events of the Anniversary Celebra0on, we are selling 

“shares” in the event.  Each share will be $175.  We are hoping to sell 100 shares, which will finance the    

building of the pavilion, but will also help provide for the food and tents for the picnic.  If enough shares are 

sold, there will be no cost for individuals.   You can join up with friends to purchase a share, or you may wish 

to purchase more than one share.  As a thank-you for each share sold, an engraved brick will be placed in the 

walk leading to the pavilion with a three-line message of your choice.  Contribu0ons toward the celebra0on in 

smaller amounts are, of course, gratefully received. 

 Just for fun, there will be other souvenirs of the event.  A new Church Pictorial Directory will be       

produced, with a historical theme to its ac0vity pages.  Each family or individual is encouraged to have their 

photo taken (at no charge) for inclusion in the Directory on May 5, 6, 7, and 18th.  Each family or individual 

photographed will receive a copy of the Directory and free 8x10 print of the directory photo.  They may also 

purchase as many addi0onal prints as they desire.  You may sign up on Sundays in the Commons, or online, by 

going to our church website: www.greeceumc.org.  The link to sign up is on the opening page. 

 Commemora0ve coffee mugs will be ordered for sale to whoever wants one, with the unsold cups to 

be used during Coffee Hour between services.  Tee shirts with an anniversary message will also be available 

soon.   

Please save the date: July 24, 2016, and stay alert for more details.  We hope to have a lot of fun      

celebra0ng our church birthday together! 

          In Christ’s love,  Pastor MaG Stengel 
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A PRAYER CHAIN REMINDER: We have an ac�ve prayer 

chain, both through e-mails and phone. You’re invited 

to be part of that; just call Bill and Gail Mason at       

453-9038.  Also, if you have a prayer concern of any kind that 

you want to share,  contact Bill and Gail at the  number above or 

by e-mail at wmason@rochester.rr.com. We only send out     

prayer concerns when we receive direct requests.  

 

Altar Flowers: If you would like a formal arrangement 

placed in honor/memory of a loved one, contact  

Be8y LaMonica.  Arrangements are $25.   

 

Anniversary Ministry:  Please contact me of your 

special day at dham1@rochester.rr.com             

Thank you, Dick Hamblin 

 

Birthday Ministry: We would love to recognize your 

special day.  Please e-mail the office to let us know if 

your birthday is not on our calendar.                     

greeceumc@fron�ernet.net 

Deadline for all newsle8er ar�cles is the 15th of each 

month by 12:00pm.  Please e-mail to Deb Babbage at                                         

dbabbage@rochester.rr.com.   Thank you. 

Salem Nutritional Center 
Tuesday, May 17th 
9:00am—2:00pm 

 
Please join us for a morning of serving. Meet/leave  
Church at 9:00.  At 9:30, lunch prep begins.  Serve  
100—150 people at noon. Return to the church at 
2:00pm.  

Donations Needed: 
 40 cans of Tuna   
 5 Jars of Mayo 
 5 Pies     
 Plastic Shopping Bags 
 Empty Coffee Cans 
See Deacon Dee for details.  



Thoughts from Deacon Dee: 
 
The people of The United Methodist Church are part of the second largest Protestant denomination in the United 
States. Our worldwide connection includes approximately 12.8 million members.  
 
The United Methodist Church was formed when the Methodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church merged in 1968. But we trace our heritage back to the movement begun in 1729 in England by John and 
Charles Wesley. Find out more about our history. 
 
Below, you will find a brief list of some of the distinctive characteristics of our denomination.  
 
The United Methodist Church is: 
• Global: Today we speak many languages and live in many countries—with different cultures, ethnic           

traditions, national histories and understandings of Christian faith and practice. 
• Connectional: Every United Methodist congregation is interconnected throughout the denomination via a 

unique, interlocking chain of conferences. The United Methodist Church practices representative democracy 
in its governance.  Conferences elect delegates who are authorized to act and vote. Learn more about our 
structure. 

• Inclusive: All persons are welcome to attend our churches and receive Holy Communion, and are eligible to 
be baptized and become members. 

• Grounded in Scripture: United Methodist trust free inquiry in matters of Christian doctrine. Our faith is   
guided by Scripture, tradition, experience and reason. Of paramount importance, however, is Scripture as the 
witness of God’s creating, redeeming and sustaining relationship with God’s people. Learn more about our 
basic beliefs. 

• Wesleyan: The United Methodist Church has a Wesleyan heritage, and as such, places an emphasis on mind 
and heart (knowledge and vital piety) and putting faith and love into practice (life). Find out more about our 
Wesleyan heritage. 

• Concerned about social justice: For more than 200 years, The United Methodist Church and its predecessor 
bodies have expressed concern for God’s children everywhere — the poor, the orphaned, the aging, the sick, 
the oppressed and the imprisoned. Learn more about our mission and ministry. 

• Mission-oriented: Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. In  
uncomplicated terms, this means we strive to nurture followers of Christ who then reach out and teach others 
about the love of Jesus. Find out about our mission around the world. 

• Ecumenical: United Methodists consider dialogue and missional cooperation between United Methodists and 
other Christians as a valid witness to the unity of the body of Christ. 



Worship Schedule for May 2016:  
What follows are the Lectionary Readings for each 
Sunday.  Each week, the theme of the services will 
usually emerge from one of the prescribed readings 
(often the  Gospel). We invite you to read through the 
lessons prior to Sunday morning. It can be a healthy discipline and 
enhance the experience of worship. 
5/1: Acts 16:9-15   Psalm 67 
  Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5   John 14:23-29 
5/8: Acts 16:16-34   Psalm 97 
  Revelation 22:12-14,16-17,20-21 John 17:20-26 
5/15: Acts 2:2-21   Psalm 104:24-34 
  Romans 8:14-17   John 14:8-17, 25-27 
5/22: Proverbs 8:1-4,22-31   Psalm 8 
  Romans 5:1-5   John 16:12-15 
5/29: 1 Kings 18:20-39   Psalm 96 
  Galatians 1:1-12   Luke 7:1-10 

Widows and Widowers 
Group: Will meet on       
Sunday, May 15 at 2pm 
in Fellowship Hall 

Sundays, 10:00—
11:00am 

Children (Room 9):  

Ministry of Jesus and Us 

Youth (Room 10):  

Nooma Videos 

Adult (Kerrison Room):  

Soul Keeping: Caring for the Most    

Important Part of You  by John Ortberg  

9:00am—Traditional  
10:00am—Discipleship Hour      
11:00am—Praise & Worship 

Please Come and  
Worship With Us! 

SUNDAY 

 
Classes: 
  

May 1 & 15 at 12:00am 
 Fellowship Hall 

Sunday School Mission Projects 

The Sunday School is currently          

collec0ng clean, empty pill boGles and 

used stamps.  

They can be leO in the Kings Commons 

in their designated boxes.       

   

Thank you,   

Jean Lee 

This spring and summer we are celebra�ng 

the 175
th

 anniversary of the founding of our 

church! 

Ac0vi0es include: 

• Collec0ng memories and photographs into 

posters and a scrapbook. 

• A new picture directory showing our current members and 

highligh0ng past ac0vi0es. 

• Souvenir coffee mugs and tee shirts 

• A catered picnic luncheon on Sunday July 24
th

.  (The actual 

founda0on date was July 25 1841.) 

We are also taking on a major growth project to mark the        

anniversary:  We plan to install a covered picnic pavilion in the 

grassy area just north of the parking lot.  The pavilion will       

enhance our ministries by providing a pleasant loca0on for 

church and community events.  Details, including the exact      

loca0on, the design and the construc0on schedule will become 

available as the plans advance. 



Page Turners Monthly Book Club: 
May Selection: 
 

The Story of Beautiful Girl 
By Rachel Simon 

 
It is 1968. Lynnie, a young white woman with a developmental 
disability, and Homan, an African American deaf man, are locked 
away in an ins0tu0on, the School for the Incurable and             
Feebleminded, and have been leO to languish, forgoGen. Deeply 
in love, they escape, and find refuge in the farmhouse of Martha, 
a re0red schoolteacher and widow. But the couple is not       
alone-Lynnie has just given birth to a baby girl. When the         
authori0es catch up to them that same night, Homan escapes 
into the darkness, and Lynnie is caught. But before she is forced 
back into the ins0tu0on, she whispers two words to Martha: 
"Hide her." And so begins the 40-year epic journey of Lynnie, 
Homan, Martha, and baby Julia-lives divided by seemingly        
insurmountable obstacles, yet drawn together by a secret pact 
and extraordinary love. 
 
Everyone is welcomed to join us Thursday,        
May 26th at 10:00am in the Kerrison Rm.    
discussion.  
 
June Selection: Wonder/Auggie & Me by RJ Palacio 

Bagel and Book Study:    

The Great Emergence: How Chris�anity is 

Changing and Why 

by Phyllis Tickle 

Every five hundred years, the church cleans out 

its aQc and has a giant rummage sale. Well, not    

exactly. But according to Phyllis Tickle, this is an 

accurate summary of the church's massive transi0ons over 0me. 

According to the paGern, we are living in such a 0me of change 

right now. Tickle calls it "the Great Emergence"--a 0me of         

dizzying upheaval and hopeful promise during which various   

sectors of today's church swirl into a great confluence at the   

center.  

Group meets Wednesday  

@ 9:30-11:00am 

Soho’s Bagel Café,  Stone Ridge Plaza 

Contact Deacon Dee for books. 

Tuesday Book Group:  

New Book 5/24 

Before Amen: The Power of a Simple Prayer  

by Max Lucado 

 

Join us and Max on a journey to 

the very heart of biblical prayer 

and the power unleashed with six 

simple statements.  Father, you 

are good.  I need help. They need 

help.  Thank you.  In Jesus’ name, 

amen. 

 

All are welcome to this group which meets 

on Tuesday mornings at  

10:00am in Room 9.  

 

 If you have ques0ons, contact: 

Linda Hoffman, facilitator 

lmhoffman@rochester.rr.com 

Dinner and Devotion  

with Dee and Deb 

 

Let’s come together to break bread and 

reflect on God’s presence in our lives.  

Dee and Deb will provide a soup and 

salad dinner, along with some treats.  

May Meetings:  11th & 25th 

5:30-6:30pm 

 

 

Pastor Ma3’s Bible Study 

Immersion Study:  Isaiah 

12 noon in Kerrison Room at the church 

or 

 7pm at The Village at Unity 

(Anyone may aGend either session,             

and you may switch between them. ) 

We hope to see you there. 



GUMC  

Family Movie Night 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 14th at 6:30pm 

Fellowship hall 

Wonderful movie for all ages! 

Bring your family, friends, & neighbors! 

Popcorn, Candy, Drinks will be available! 

BBQ Chicken Drive Thru! 

Thursday, May 19th 

4:30—6:30pm (or until sold-out) 

Chicken, Choice of 2 out of 4 sides, 

(Beans, Coleslaw, Potatoes, Macaroni Salad) 

Roll, and Brownie for $10.00 

All proceeds to benefit the ministries at GUMC 



SUMMERFEST 2016 
Saturday, June 11th 

9:00 a.m.-3:00p.m. 

 

Once again we are looking for people to rent a spot in our 

parking lot or indoors (limited space) for our annual       

Summerfest.  We are looking for anyone who has crafts or 

household goods or plants or garage sale items etc. to sign 

up for this fun filled event!   

 

$15 for an outside spot or $30 for indoors  

will get you plenty of space to display your items.   

Come join in the fun!  

There will be a sign up sheet in the commons area or you can call me at 797-3777.  

Thanks!          &haron Neary 

Next Church  

Spring Cleanup Day 

 

Saturday,  May 14th 

9:00am—12:00pm 

 

Join us as we spruce up our church and 

grounds. 

Annual Book Sale is Coming!! 

We Need Your Books!! 

Do you have books laying around that you read 
this cold and snowy winter that you’re looking to 
get rid of?  Look no further.   

We’re looking for new or gently used books, 
CDs, DVDs, Blue Rays, and puzzles to sell at 
our annual book sale*.  

We are hoping to collect enough to have another 
three day sale.  Tell your friends. We need lots 
of books! Proceeds to benefit the church       
ministries.      

*(Please no VHS tapes, cassette tapes,  
magazines, encyclopedias, or textbooks.)  

Your donations can be left 
in the coat room in Kings 
Common.  Thank you for 
your support!  

 
SAVE THE DATES:  
THURSDAY-FRIDAY, JUNE 9&10, 10AM-6PM 
SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 9AM-3PM 

Daughters All Banquet   

Friday, May 6
th

, 

6:30 pm                

Fellowship Hall.  

 

Cost is $10.00 for adults and 

$5.00 for children 12 and under. Contact Karen Ingle 

at 621-1766 for reserva0ons by May 1
st

 . All women 

are welcome! 





                

 

 

 

 

To schedule your portrait session: 

Sign up on Sunday morning or on line follow these three steps. 

Log on to the website below: 

hGps://www.securedata-trans14.com/ap/greeceunitedmethodistchurch/index.php?page=10 

 

Step 1: Select Number in Group. Using the drop down to the leO, select the number in your group 

(larger families may require more 0me). 

 

Step 2: Select Day. A calendar will now display. Select the month and day for your photography ses-

sion. (If mul0ple months are available, an arrow next to the month will be displayed. Click on arrow 

to advance to the next month.) 

 

Step 3: Select Time. A list of available 0mes will be displayed. Click the center of the white box next 

to the desired 0me. You will then be prompted to register for your portrait session. 

 

To Change or Cancel Your Portrait Session: 

Already scheduled a portrait session? Need to review, change or cancel?  

Use the login feature above to manage your informa0on 

 

Please call Jamie Hill 730-1795 or leave message at the Church Office 225-1880  if you have any   

ques0ons.  Church office volunteers may be able to help you but Jamie is our scheduler here.                

Her email is anya5481@yahoo.com 

 

About Your Portrait Session: 

Please allow up to one hour for your professional portrait session. Be prepared for your session and 

show the real you! We oOen photograph families and individuals with their meaningful items: special 

keepsakes, sports equipment, musical instruments, etc. Many families wear coordina0ng colors for a 

unified look. For families and individuals, we suggest solid colored shirts with long sleeves.  

 

Thank you and we look forward to your portrait session.                        

Photo dates at 

GUMC are: 

May 5, 6, 7 & 18 



Message from Outreach: 
 
“Ending hunger, one step at a time.”  Let’s get ready to step up and step out for the annual CROP 
Walk, Sunday, May 1, starting at 2:00 from Aldersgate Methodist, 4115 Dewey Avenue. We can 
choose the traditional 6-mile walk, the much shorter “Golden Mile” walk, or the indoor walk area 
in the gym.  Cranky hip? Bum knee? Unhappy feet? No problem! You can still participate by 

pledging financial support to the walkers!   
 
The acronym, CROP, which originally stood for Christian Rural Overseas Program, now stands 
for Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty. The very first CROP Walk was held around 
1947 and had helping Midwestern farm families share their grain with hungry neighbors in    

post-WWII Europe and Asia as its primary purpose.  Over the years, the CROP Walk has become an 
interfaith cooperation to provide food and water as well as hunger education and fund-raising events 
sponsored by the Church World Service.  From seeds to tools, wells to water systems, technical     
training to small-enterprise loans, the modern CROP Walk seeks “to empower people to meet their 
own needs.”  Throughout the year, there may be as many as 2,000 communities participating, raising 
millions of dollars; 25% of the proceeds are returned to one’s own community (for us: Greece          
Ecumenical Food Shelf). 

 
So, slip on a pair of comfy shoes to walk or consider pulling a little green out of your wallet to 
support this important program.  For additional information, contact Bill or Barb Brado. Sign up 
between services at the hospitality desk in the commons! See you at Aldersgate on May 1!  
(OOPS!  I have a feeling the Walk will precede this newsletter; in which case, thanks to         

everyone who participated!) 
 
May is also Undie Sunday month, so let’s fill up the green basket in the  commons one more 
time with new, packaged underwear (and socks) for our final delivery of this school year. 
(West Ridge, Holmes Road, Autumn Lane, Longridge, English Village, Brookside elementary 
school nurses cheer when we deliver!) 

         
Habitat for Humanity   

 
 

  Our next fundraiser is a S0cky Lips BBQ to be held at Hope Church on Vintage Lane on Thursday 

May 26th. Call Bill Mason at 453-9038 if you would like a 0cket - $14 includes a Rib & Chicken Combo dinner 

with cornbread, BBQ beans and Mac Salad. Pick up is available between 3:00 and 7:00pm. Drive through       

purchases will also be available; S0cky Lips will bring a specific number of dinners, so pre-purchase of a 0cket 

will assure the dinner(s) will be available.  

  

 Our eight Greece area churches con0nue to meet and work together to raise funds for the next       

sponsored Habitat for Humanity home (our 7
th

), part of an ongoing effort to provide low income housing in 

Rochester. It takes $65,000 to sponsor a home and many hours of volunteer help to build the house. Doing 

regular        scheduled fundraisers such as this S0cky Lips BBQ, help raise funds on a regular basis. Your support 

is needed.  

 It’s been about 15 years since our church took the lead in organizing and spearheading the building of 

these Habitat homes. That means we’ve raised over $390,000 and provided volunteers to help with the builds. 

Something we should be proud of. 

 By the way, I could use a backup to represent our church to the coali�on. If you’re interested let me 

know. Thanks for your ongoing support.  

 

 



Finance Monthly Report:  

Budgeted Income as of Week #15—4/10/16 

 

                Budget Total                                       Pledges                                             Non-Pledges 

Needed YTD         Received             Needed YTD       Received              Needed YTD          Received 

$88,717.79          $96,544.59           $56,025.30       $59,970.17           $13,125.00              $12,989.50 

 

Current Income (Usable) vs Expenses as of the end of 03/31/16 

Usable                 Spent                   Yet to Spend          +/-            

$83,006.10         $81,061.42           $0.00                     +$1,944.68 

 

 Contribu�on Statements - First Quarter of 2016 

Member Contribu0on Statements are available for pick up in the King Commons area.  

Included in the statement are details of contribu0ons received from January 1 – March 31, 2016. 

Also, Pledges for Current Expenses and Missions are noted on the statement. 

Please pick up and review your statement for accuracy. 

If any correc0ons or modifica0ons are needed, please let me know. 

You can leave me a note in my Church Mailbox or by contac0ng me on my cell phone (737-6440). 

 

Best regards, 

Bill Kostyshak, Financial Secretary 

 

STEWARDSHIP   

   In looking for material for an article on Stewardship for this month, I 
came across a book (Gail’s from 1994), titled “Live and Learn and Pass It On”. 
It’s159 pages of quotes without the name of the person quoted, just the age. For 

example, someone age 85 was quoted as saying “I’ve learned that every day you should reach out and 
touch someone. People love that human touch – holding hands, a warm hug, or just a friendly pat on the 
back.” The book was compiled by a Jackson Brown from Nashville, Tenn. It has some fun quotes, i.e. 
from the 7 year old who said “I’ve learned you can’t hide a piece of broccoli in a glass of milk”. It has   
serious quotes, i.e. from a 92 year old:” I’ve learned I still have a lot to learn.” That was the last quote in 
the book. 

 Well, what’s that got to do with Stewardship? To quote the author in his introduction “Regardless 
of how much we know, it is never enough. But that’s OK because every day, with every new experience, 
we are offered new opportunities for discovery and growth.” For me, every day, with every new           
experience, new opportunities arise; opportunities such as our many Outreach projects, opportunities to 

touch other’s lives through things like Habitat projects, Miriam Circle hymn sing at the Villages,            
acceptance of new families to our church family, taking youth through confirmation and into             
membership, you get the idea. All of these and more are forms of Stewardship. 

 In the Fall, we’ll be conducting our annual Stewardship campaign with the hope of supporting our 
budget and perhaps even provide funds and support for more forms of outreach. One of the quotes in 
the book that I thought had a lot of meaning was “I’ve learned that the person who says something can’t 
be done is often interrupted by someone doing it.” Age 43. If, as a church, we join together, work        
together and support each other with our time, talent and treasures, we can accomplish a lot, especially 
in this special year, our 175th anniversary.  

Bill Mason 



CHURCH PROFILE:  How Would You Describe Our Church? 

The Staff Parish Rela0ons CommiGee (SPRC) is charged to build rela0onships among members of the congrega0on 

and the staff that are effec0ve for accomplishing the mission and purpose of the church. 

This past fall the commiGee worked with the Pastor to update the Church Profile which is used by the District and 

Conference leadership to get an understanding of our church and the community it serves. The Profile is used  

during the annual delibera0ons that determine clergy assignments and is one way that the new District               

Superintendent learns who we are. 

The Profile consists of narra0ve answers to 45 ques0ons that seek our views of our community, our congrega0on, 

our church’s spiritual focus, our mission and ministry, our pastoral leadership expecta0ons, and our facili0es. The 

commiGee found working on this document to be interes0ng and s0mula0ng.  Each month for the next several 

months, a couple of the ques0ons and our answers will be presented in the Enlightener for everyone to read and 

comment on.  My hope is that you will find this sharing and crowd-sourcing interes0ng and s0mula0ng too. 

SubmiGed by Tom Hinterman, Chair  

A. Describe your community: 

1. What have been its major characteris�cs for the past 30-40 years? 

The community that we iden0fy with is centered in Greece, but we have members who live in many of the         

surrounding towns and the City of Rochester itself.  It is a community that un0l recently was largely 0ed to        

Eastman Kodak Company and as a result, has a popula0on with many Kodak re0rees and their descendants. 

Greece is the largest town in Monroe County.  It is bordered on the north by Lake Ontario and on the east by the 

City of Rochester.  The popula0on is in excess of 95,000 and is governed by the Town of Greece. There are no    

villages or ci0es within the town and there are no historic center squares or downtown areas.  The town can be 

characterized as conglomera0on of subdivisions (“tracts”) that have been built from the east edge of the town  

toward the west over a period of more than 70 years. 

The few remaining farms are disappearing as development slowly fills in the remaining space.  Homes valued in 

excess of $1M exist in the town, but the median home value is under $150,000.   

Greece now consists of residen0al areas served by a grid of major north-south and east-west thoroughfares.  

Greece is also bisected by a north-south limited-access highway.   With the excep0on of a major mall, commerce is 

dispersed in discrete lumps along the major arteries.  Employment within the town and the city is now primarily 

services, light manufacturing, educa0on and research. 

A consequence of the sprawling nature of Greece is that our loca0on, just off of one of the major arteries, is not a 

serious asset nor a liability.  Virtually no one walks to a des0na0on in Greece, so distance is not a big problem and 

proximity is not a big advantage.  Our church is not on a bus route so non drivers find it difficult to find us.  

2. What are your community's current assets and challenges? What are its ministry needs? 

Greece’s assets include its loca0on close to Lake Ontario, a strong ac0ve Town government, a good central school 

district that serves most of the residents, and many cultural outlets.  These include a Performing Arts Center       

located at Athena High School, Greece Choral Society and Greece Community Orchestra.  Its loca0on provides 

easy access to the assets of the City of Rochester including the airport, universi0es, and cultural and spor0ng 

events.  The town is home to a major hospital and two other hospitals are within easy reach in the city.  In many 

respects, Greece and the Rochester area has a posi0ve feeling and significant life style advantages.  

Our community’s challenges include the con0nuing effects of the downsizing of Kodak, the residual impact of the 

recent recession, an exodus of both older and young contribu0ng ci0zens, and an influx of people from other       

areas and countries who are more dependent on the community.  The greater Rochester area, for all of its          

advantages is also home to a great deal of poverty, crime and nega0vity.     

             Cont. pg. 13 



GREECE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 
Executive Committee Meeting:       No Executive Meeting in May.        

Linda Hoffman, President. 
 
Circle Meetings: Mi riam: Monday, May 9th, 6:30 p.m., Room 9. 

  Baby Shower for Asbury Storehouse. 
 
Ruth:  Tuesday, May 10, 12:30 p.m., Room 9. 

    Antiques & Collectibles program with speaker. 
 

Daughters All Banquet: Friday, May 6th, 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall. 
   Theme is “Mardi Gras”. 

Cost is $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for children 12 and under. 
   Contact Karen Ingle at 621-1766 for reservations by May 1st. 

All women are welcome! 
 

Church Women United: May Friendship Day Celebration on Friday, May 6th. 
   Penfield United Methodist Church, 1795 Baird Rd., Penfield. 
Guest Speaker:  Rev. Dr. Carolyn Bellamy-Lester.  Theme:  “Finding Grace at the Table”. 
 

Registration/Dinner at 5:30 p.m.  Program begins at 7:00 p.m.  Cost is $12.00.  Please make check payable to 
“Church Women United”.  Send check and name to Church Women United, 644 Titus Ave., Rochester, NY  14617 
by April 28th.   

 
Did You Know: 
that there are 39 UMW units in the Genesee Valley District?  In 2015, 23 of those units sent almost $29,000 to the 
district which was forwarded to the Upper NY Conference.  All of this money was designated to go to missions 
locally and all over the world. 

Cont. from pg. 12—SPRC 

Ministry needs that we are aware of include on-going food, shelter and clothing support for those experiencing 

economic hardship.  We con0nue to encounter individuals in need of spiritual support and counselling.  It is not 

clear that there is an un-met need for tradi0onal Chris0an services and events. 

 

These are just the first two of the ques0ons, but what do you think so far? 

Is there something here you would change? 

Something you would add? 

• Speak to a member of the SPRC. 

• Write a note and put it in the SPRC box in the Commons. 

Email Tom Hinterman Hinterman.tom7@gmail.com . 



Thoughts from Co-Lay Leader Lisa Kostyshak 

Here are my thoughts about some lyrics.  Can you relate? 

“Who Am I” by Casting Crowns, a contemporary Christian band. 

  

Who am I, that the Lord of all the earth 
Would care to know my name 
Would care to feel my hurt 
Who am I, that the Bright and Morning Star 
Would choose to light the way 
For my ever wandering heart 

The writer feels insignificant and unworthy 

of God’s a(en)on. 
  

  

  
Not because of who I am 
But because of what You've done 
Not because of what I've done 
But because of who You are 
  

 The writer realizes that who he is 

and what he has done is irrelevant. 

God cares. 
  

  

  
I am a flower quickly fading 
Here today and gone tomorrow 
A wave tossed in the ocean 
A vapor in the wind 
Still You hear me when I'm calling 
Lord, You catch me when I'm falling 
And You've told me who I am 
I am Yours, I am Yours 

 How quickly a human life is gone, rela)ve to 

the longevity of so many other things. 

  

And s)ll, God cares. 

Ok, God, I think I get it. 

  

  

  
Who Am I, that the eyes that see my sin 
Would look on me with love and watch me rise 
again 
Who Am I, that the voice that calmed the sea 
Would call out through the rain 
And calm the storm in me 

 And, how is it that 

God seeing me, watching me, 

actually makes a difference? 
  

  

  
Not because of who I am 
But because of what You've done 
Not because of what I've done 
But because of who You are 
  

 Doesn’t ma(er who you are or what you’ve 

done. 

Because of God’s sacrifice. 

He loves You. 
  

  

  

  
I am a flower quickly fading 
Here today and gone tomorrow 
A wave tossed in the ocean 
A vapor in the wind 
Still You hear me when I'm calling 
Lord, You catch me when I'm falling 
And You've told me who I am 
I am Yours, I am Yours 

 I am just a mere human. 

You hear me. 

You catch me. 

I am Yours 
  

  

  
I am Yours 
Whom shall I fear 
Whom shall I fear 
'Cause I am Yours 
I am Yours 

 Ok, God. I’m Yours. 

I don’t need to fear anything. 
  

He guides the humble in 
what is right and teaches 
them His Way. Psalm 25:9 

For the Lord takes delight in 
His people; He crowns the 
humble with salvation. Psalm 
149:4 

I remember the days of long ago; I 
meditate on all Your works and  
consider what Your hands have 
done. Psalm 143:5 



Congrega�on Updates 

Passings:  

Rudolph Ruppert 04/14/2016 

 

New E-mail: 

Dick Hamblin—  Not available for web edi�on.       

Contact church office 

Looking for Updated Addresses for: 

Cogansparger, Evan & Kristen 

Daly, Richard & Robin 

Folan, Michelle & Steven 

Gartland, Kevin & Susan 

Jennings, Michelle 

Miller, Lisa 

 May Birthdays 

 

 

Not available for web edi�on.       

Contact church office 
 

 

 

May  Anniversaries   

 

Not available for web edi�on. Contact 

church office 

Fundraiser Updates 

Thank you to all who have helped in some way to make our fundraising successful. These fundraisers help        

support our church and the many ministries we have to offer our community. 

 

SAVE THE DATES: 

Thur, May 19  Chicken BBQ   4:30pm—6:30pm 

June 9-11  Book/Bake Sale  10am—6:00pm (Sat. 9am—2pm) 

Sat., June 11  Summerfest   9:00am—2:00pm 

Thur, June 16  Chicken BBQ   4:30pm—6:30pm 

Thur, July 14  Chicken BBQ   4:30pm—6:30pm 

Thur, Aug 18  Chicken BBQ   4:30pm– 6:30pm 

Thur, Sept 15  Chicken BBQ   4:30pm- 6:30pm         

Thur, Oct 20  Pulled Pork BBQ  4:30pm– 6:30pm 

  

Profits from 2016 Fundraisers: 

January   SpagheQ Dinner   $161.50 (Benefits the youth Spring Gathering) 

February   Souper Bowl Sub Sale   $467.55 (Benefits the youth Spring Gathering) 

March   Chicken & Biscuit Dinner  $240.41 

March 17  St. Patrick’s Day Dinner  $271.60 

April 14  Chicken BBQ    $825.00   

Wanted: Items for Auc�on to  

benefit the Church Budget 

 
We are contempla0ng holding an 

auc0on this Fall but first we need 

to find out if we have enough QUALITY items.  If you 

have some great collec0bles, memorabilia, household 

items, or          furniture that you’d like to donate, we 

want to hear about it! We’re not talking garage sale 

here—really nice items.  Please call Karen Klingen-

berger at          225-4522 or Lisa Kostyshak at 349-



The Worship Commi3ee is looking for 

people who want to aid their fellow     

worshipers each Sunday.   See below how 

you may help enrich our worship �me: 

Altar Guild:  Members serve for a month to 

care for the chancel; filling the candles,     

hanging the paraments as required, and      

preparing for bap0sms. This work can be done 

any 0me during the week, with the candles 

being checked between services. If you are 

interested, contact Phyl Ann Helmes.  

 

Communion Stewards: This is a once a month  

obliga0on (and most likely only a few 0mes a 

year). If interested, contact Mary VandeLogt. 

 

Greeters: We are looking for people who 

would like to greet people 15 minutes  before 

9:00 and 11:00 Worship. Anyone can be a 

greeter, individuals, family groups, youth. If 

interested, contact Deacon Dee.  

 

Ushers: Interested in serving your                 

congrega0on in a small but significant way? 

Why not become part of one of the ushering 

teams? Groups of four members serve for a 

month once or twice during the year. Contact 

Tom Hinterman in person, or                          

Hinterman.Tom7@Gmail.com 

Nursery: Sally Lepi, Nursery Coordinator, is 

looking for people to help serve a week in the 

nursery during worship. Could you sign up?  

We need to be able to give people with young 

children the op0on during both 9 and 11am 

for childcare. 

Projec�onists: Lisa Kostyshak , coordinator, is 

looking for projec0onists for both the 9 and 11 

am services. Please contact her if interested.  

Nursery: 
5/1: Sally Lepi, Debbie Symonds 
5/8: Gale Huber, Phyl-Ann Helmes 
5/15: Michelle & MacKenna Patterson 
5/22: Karen Ingle, Missy Symonds 
5/29: Janice & Erich Jr Ruppert 

Projectionists: 
  9:00am 11:00am  
 
4/3: Ellen White   Jonathan Standhart 
4/10: Norma Rapini   Earle Ridley 
4/17: Kara Down   Jonathan Standhart 
4/24: Neva Benson   Sarah Babbage 

Ushers:   
 9:00am   11:00am  
Sue Hogeman   Shirley Hardy 
Al Royter   Liz Powers 
Phyllis Miller 
Nancy Granger 

Liturgists: 9:00 service 
5/1: No Liturgist 
5/8: Chris Collins 
5/15: Tom Hinterman 
5/22: Dennis Wake 
5/29: Tom Klingenberger 

Greeters: 
9:00  11:00 
 

Counters: 
5/1: Mary Vandelogt, Kim Whittemore, Barbara Mertz 
5/8: Bill & Barb Brado, Dick Hamblin 
5/15: Bill & Barb Brado, Dick Hamblin 
5/22: Earle Ridley, Sue Hogeman, Judy Rushforth 
5/29: Earle Ridley, Sue Hogeman, Judy Rushforth 

Not available at the newsle3er deadline. 



May 2016—As of 4/15th 
Please see Website for updates 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Tradi�onal Worship 

Service  9:00 AM 

Discipleship Hour & 

Educa�on for all ages 

 10:00 AM 

Praise & Worship Ser-

vice 11 AM 

Confirma�on class 

 12:00 PM 

2 

AA 12:00 PM 

Silver Squares Square 

Dancers 

 12:30 PM 

3 

Tuesday Book Study 

10:00 AM Educa�on 

Team 

 7:00 PM 

Praise Band prac�ce 

 7:00 PM 

4 

Bagels and Book Study  

9:30 AM 

AA  12:00 PM 

Bell Choir 6:15 PM 

Choir 7:00 PM 

5 

Ascension Day 

Atria Sr Bible Study 

 10:30 AM 

Women's AA  11:00 AM 

Pastor Ma3's Bible Study  

12:00 PM 

Pastor Ma3 Bible Study @ 

Villages 7:00 PM 

Boy Scout Troop #195 

 7:00 PM 

6 

AA 12:00 PM 

Crea0ve Hands  

 1:15 PM 

AA 7:30 PM 

7 

8 

Tradi0onal Worship 

Service  9:00 AM 

Trustee CommiGee 

mee0ng 

 10:00 AM 

Discipleship Hour & 

Educa0on for all ages 

 10:00 AM 

Praise & Worship Ser-

vice  11:00 AM 

9 

AA 

 12:00 PM 

Silver Squares Square 

Dancers 

 12:30 PM 

Miriam Circle 

 6:30 PM 

10 

Ruth Circle 

 12:30 PM 

SPRC 

 7:00 PM 

Praise Band prac0ce 

 7:00 PM 

11 

Bagels and Book Study 

 9:30 AM 

AA  12:00 PM 

Dinner and Devo0ons 

 5:30 PM 

Bell Choir 

 6:15 PM 

Choir  7:00 PM 

12 

Atria Sr Bible Study 

 10:30 AM 

Women's AA  11:00 AM 

Pastor MaG's Bible Study  

12:00 PM 

Pastor MaG Bible Study @ 

Villages  7:00 PM 

Boy Scout Troop #195 

 7:00 PM 

13 

AA 

 12:00 PM 

Crea0ve Hands  

 1:15 PM 

AA 

 7:30 PM 

14 

Emmaus Gathering 

 8:30 AM 

Church Family Movie 

Night 

 6:30 PM 



May 2016—As Of 4/15th  

Please See Website for Updates 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

15 

Pentecost  Whit Sunday 

Newsle3er Deadline Today 

Tradi�onal Worship Service  

9:00 AM 

Discipleship Hour & Educa�on for 

all ages 10:00 AM 

Praise & Worship Service 

11:00 AM 

Widow/Widower Group 2PM 

16 

AA 12:00 PM 

Silver Squares Square 

Dancers 

 12:30 PM 

17 

Salem Nutri�on      

Center 9:00 AM   

Finance Commi3ee 

 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

Praise Band prac�ce 

 7:00 PM 

18 

Bagels and Book Study 

9:30 AM 

AA 12:00 PM 

Bell Choir 6:15 PM 

Choir 7:00 PM 

19 

Atria Sr Bible Study 

 10:30 AM 

Women's AA 

 11:00 AM 

Boy Scout Troop #195 

 7:00 PM 

20 

AA 

 12:00 PM 

Crea0ve Hands  

 1:15 PM 

AA 

 7:30 PM 

21 

22 

Trinity Sunday  1st Sunday AOer 

Pentecost 

Tradi�onal Worship Service 

 9:00 AM 

Discipleship Hour & Educa�on for 

all ages 10:00 AM 

Praise & Worship Service 

 11:00 AM 

23 

Tuesday Book Study 

 10:00 AM 

MS Society Support 

Group 

 10:30 AM 

AA 12:00 PM 

Silver Squares Square 

Dancers 

 12:30 PM 

24 

Praise Band prac0ce 

 7:00 PM 

25 

Bagels and Book Study 

9:30 AM 

AA 12:00 PM 

Dinner and Devo�ons 

 5:30 PM 

Bell Choir 6:15 PM 

Choir 7:00 PM 

26 

Atria Sr Bible Study 

 10:30 AM 

Women's AA 

 11:00 AM 

Page Turners 11:00AM 

Boy Scout Troop #195 

 7:00 PM 

27 

AA 12:00 PM 

Crea0ve Hands  

 1:15 PM 

AA 7:30 PM 

28 

29 

Undie Sunday 

Tradi�onal Worship Service 

 9:00 AM 

Discipleship Hour & Educa�on for 

all ages 10:00 AM 

Praise & Worship Service 

 11:00 AM 

30 

Tuesday Book Study 

 10:00 AM 

AA 12:00 PM 

Silver Squares Square 

Dancers 12:30 PM 

31 

Praise Band prac�ce 

 7:00 PM 

    


