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Message from the Pastor:  

 

 Easter is coming pre�y early this year, on March 27th.  Last year it was on April 5th, and next 

year it will be back on April 16th.  Many people have asked me how anyone can tell when it is going 

to be in a given year.   

 Well, the easy way, of course, is to check a calendar, or a chart that shows the date of Easter 

over a period of &me.  (There is one in the United Methodist Book of Worship that gives the dates 

from 1992 - 2020.)  The date of Easter is not set arbitrarily, however, even though it may seem that 

way.  I'll tell you how it is determined, but first some background.   

 The Church grew up out of the Jewish culture, with its lunar-based calendar, in the midst of the 

Roman Empire, with its solar-based calendar (the so-called Julian calendar).  Later, in 1582, the       

Gregorian calendar (with Leap Years) was adopted in Western Europe, but not in some other areas 

where Chris&ans lived, such as Russia and the O�oman Empire.  While all the churches in all the     

various divisions agreed that Easter was their most important Holy Day, they differed as to when it 

was to be celebrated.  Even today, Eastern Orthodox churches calculate Easter according to the Julian 

calendar. 

 Easter is in&mately &ed to the Jewish fes&val of Passover or "Pesach," which commemorates 

the deliverance of the Israelites out of bondage in Egypt.   (From "Pesach" we get the adjec&ve 

"paschal": having to do with Easter or Passover.)  Easter is the Chris&an commemora&on of the       

deliverance of all humanity from the bondage of sin and death by the death and resurrec&on of Jesus.  

Jesus celebrated the meal that begins Passover with his disciples on the night before his death.  For 

many years the Church celebrated Passover as a commemora&on of the crucifixion of Jesus.  It was 

celebrated on the fourteenth day of  the Jewish lunar month of Nisan, the date of the first Good     

Friday.  Over the first three centuries of the Church, it also came to be a celebra&on of the resurrec-

&on.  The Gospels tell us that Jesus rose on the first day of the week (Sunday), the day aCer the Pass-

over Sabbath.  It was argued by some Church leaders that the Resurrec&on celebra&on should be on 

Sunday, rather than whatever day of the week the 14th of Nisan fell. Some regions began to observe 

the Sunday aCer 14th of Nisan for Passover.  There were also different ways of calcula&ng when  Ni-

san started, since no one was using the lunar calendar anymore.  In 325 A.D.,  the Church agreed that 

Easter would be a Resurrec&on celebra&on on Sunday, and so it is to this day. 

 So… Easter is the first Sunday aCer the full moon following the Vernal (spring) Equinox.  That 

means that Easter may fall anywhere from March 22nd to April 25th, (and it does!).   

 Simple!  Aren't you glad you asked? 

May your Easter be filled with blessings! 

 

In Christ's love,   

Pastor Matt Stengel 
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A PRAYER CHAIN REMINDER: We have an ac�ve prayer 

chain, both through e-mails and phone. You’re invited 

to be part of that; just call Bill and Gail Mason at       

453-9038.  Also, if you have a prayer concern of any kind that 

you want to share,  contact Bill and Gail at the  number above or 

by e-mail at wmason@rochester.rr.com. We only send out     

prayer concerns when we receive direct requests.  

Altar Flowers: If you would like a formal arrangement placed in 

honor/memory of a loved one, contact  

Be8y LaMonica through church office (225-1880).     

Arrangements are $25.   

 

Anniversary Ministry:  Please contact me of your 

special day at dham1@rochester.rr.com             

Thank you, Dick Hamblin 

 

Birthday Ministry: We would love to recognize your 

special day.  Please e-mail the office to let us know if 

your birthday is not on our calendar.                     

greeceumc@fron�ernet.net 

Deadline for all newsle8er ar�cles is the 15th of each 

month by 12:00pm.  Please e-mail to Deb Babbage at                                         

dbabbage@rochester.rr.com.   Thank you. 

Salem Nutritional Center 
Tuesday, March 15th 

9:00am—2:00pm 
Please join us for a morning of 
serving.  

Donations Needed: 
 40 cans of Tuna   
 5 Jars of Mayo 
 5 Pies   
 Plastic Shopping Bags 
 Empty Coffee Cans 
 
 
 
  
See Deacon Dee for details.  



Thought From Deacon Dee  

I read these words and I still am pondering and share them with you.  

By Elizabeth Herbert Cottrell 

Lent  Calls 

Lent calls to me again . . .  

To do what?  

Like Martha, I tend towards doing  
Doing is something I understand  
            Chairing a committee  
            Taking food to the sick  
             Reading the Bible  
  

Lent calls to me again . . .  
wants more of me than I’ve ever given  
            More than Lenten study  
            More than giving up dessert  
            More than extra church services  
  
Lent calls to me again . . .  
wants more of me and I’m frightened  
            Frightened of losing control  
            Frightened of letting go  
            Frightened of what might be asked of me  to do if I really listened  
  
Lent calls to me again . . .  
I feel a yearning, a tugging towards something more  
            Whispers of a love unimaginable  
            Glimpses of a relationship unshakable  
            Tastes of a water so clear and sweet th at my thirst is slaked forever  
  
Lent calls to me again . . .  
A step is all I can manage, Lord  
            A hand extended  
            A head bowed  
            A conscious placing of myself on your P otter’s wheel  
  
Lent calls to me again . . .  
Help me with the hard part, Lord  
            Help me surrender  
            Help me abandon myself to you  
            Help me reconcile myself to you  
  
Lent calls to me again . . .  

            Here I am, Lord  
 



Worship Schedule for March 2016:  
What follows are the Lectionary Readings for each 
Sunday.  Each week, the theme of the services will 
usually emerge from one of the prescribed readings 
(often the  Gospel). We invite you to read through 
the lessons prior to Sunday morning. It can be a healthy discipline 
and enhance the experience of worship. 
 
3/6: Joshua 5:9-12 Psalm 32 
  2 Corinthians 5:16-21 Luke 15:1-3,11b-32 
 
3/13:  Isaiah 43:16-21 Psalm 126 
  Philippians 3:4b-14 John 12:1-8 
 
3/20: Luke 19:28-40 Psalm 118:1-2,19-29 
  Philippians 2:5-11 Luke 22:14-23:56 
 
2/27: Acts 10:34-43 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
  1 Corinthians 15:19-26 John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12 

Widows and Widowers 
Group: Will meet on       
Sunday, March 20 at 2:00pm 
in Fellowship Hall 

 

Lent Worship Schedule: 

 

 

3/20: Palm Sunday @ 9:00 & 11:00am 

3/24: Maundy Thursday  

 Seder: 6:00—6:30pm 

 Dinner 6:30pm-7:15pm 

 Service 7:30pm 

3/27: Easter Sunday   

 7:00am—Sunrise Service 

 9:00am— Tradi&onal Service 

 10:00am—Easter Breakfast  

 11:00am—Praise & Worship 

Sundays, 10:00—11:00am 
 

 

 

 

Children (Room 9): John: The Gospel of Light  and Light 

Youth (Room 10): John: The Gospel of Light  and Light 

Adult (Kerrison Room): What’s So Amazing About Grace by Philip 

Yancey 
 

Fellowship Hall: 

3/6: No Class 

3/13:John: The Gospel of Light  and Light—Chapter5 

3/20:John: The Gospel of Light  and Light—Chapter 6 

3/27:Easter Sunday:  Church breakfast 

4/3:John: The Gospel of Light  and Light—Chapter 7 

9:00am—Traditional  
10:00am—Discipleship Hour      
11:00am—Praise & Worship 

Please Come and  
Worship With Us! 

SUNDAY 

Everyone is invited to Easter breakfast buffet 

in the Fellowship Hall from 10:00-11:00am. 

All are welcome.  You may bring a dish to 

pass but not necessary to a�end.     

 
 
 
 
Confirmation Classes: 

3/6: 12:00—1:30pm 
3/20:  12:00—1:30pm 



GUMC  

Family Movie Night 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, March 19th at 6:30pm 

Fellowship hall 

Wonderful movie for all ages! 

Bring your family, friends, & neighbors! 

Popcorn, Candy, Drinks will be available! 

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner—Thursday, March 17th 

4:30—6:30pm—Drive Through 

Corn Beef & Cabbage, Carrots, Potatoes, 

Roll, and Brownie or Cookie $8.00 

 

All proceeds to benefit the ministries at GUMC 

Invite your friends, family, and neighbors! 



Page Turners Monthly Book Club: 
March Selection: 
 

Queen of the Fall: A Memoir  

of Girls and Goddesses 

By Sonja Livinston 
2016 If All Rochester Reads selec on 

 

Whether pulled from the folds of memory, channeled 
through the icons of Greek mythology and Roman              
Catholicism, or filtered through the lens of pop culture,    

Sonja Livingston’s Queen of the Fall considers the lives of 
women. Exploring the legacies of those she has crossed 
paths with in life and in the larger culture, Livingston 

weaves together strands of memory with richly imagined 
vigne�es to explore becoming a woman in late 1980s and 
early 1990s America. 
 

Everyone is welcomed to join us Thursday,        
March 17th at 10:00am in the Kerrison Rm.    
discussion.  
 
April Selection: TBA 

Bagel and Book Study:    

John: The Gospel of Light and Life  

by Adam Hamilton.  

The Gospel of John is the most deeply spiritual of the 

four Gospels.  He includes some of the loCiest and most loved 

verses in the Bible. 

Group meets Wednesday  

@ 9:30-11:00am 

Soho’s Bagel Café,  Stone Ridge Plaza 

Contact Deacon Dee for books. 

Tuesday Book Group:  

All The Places To Go:          

How Will You Know  

by John Ortberg.     

 

God has placed before you an 

open door.  What will you 

do?   
 

All are welcome to this group 

which meets on Tuesday mornings at  

10:00am in Room 9.  

 

 If you have ques&ons, contact: 

Linda Hoffman, facilitator 

lmhoffman@rochester.rr.com 

   

Dinner and Devotion  

with Dee and Deb 

 

Let’s come together to break bread and 

reflect on God’s presence in our lives.  

Dee and Deb will provide a soup and 

salad dinner, along with some treats.  

 

March Meetings:  9th & 23rd 

5:30-6:30pm 

 

 

New Pastor Bible Study 

Pastor Ma� will be facilita&ng a Bible Study held on 

Thursdays at 12 noon at the church, and at 7:00 p.m. at The   Vil-

lage at Unity.  Anyone may a�end either session, and you may 

switch between them.   

Immersion Study:  Jeremiah 

Last session is Thursday March 3rd.  

12 noon and 7:00 p.m.   

We hope to see you there. 



Message from Outreach: 
 

  March: St. Patrick’s Day . . . SPRING . . . vernal equinox . . .  

                     Easter, mel&ng snow (well, maybe!), MISSION SUNDAY!!! 

 

Did you know that January was not always the first month of the year? The ancient Romans, 

who used a different calendar system, insisted that all wars cease during the &me of               

celebra&on between the old and new years. Since March was the first month of the new 

year in ancient Rome, some historians believe the Romans named March aCer Mars, the   

Roman god of war. The earliest recording of a new year celebra&on is believed to have been 

in Mesopotamia, c. 2000 B.C. and was celebrated around the &me of the vernal equinox, in      

mid-March. 

Whether we are well into the new year or slowly “geRng into gear,” we can mark our        

calendars for March 13, Mission Sunday! Trying to decide how much to pledge? Some&mes, 

giving up a li�le can lead to a lot. For example, if I enjoy having a Starbucks Tall La�e just 

once a week and decide to give it up, I will save approximately $148!  Don’t drink coffee? 

How about pizza: forego a weekly slice of cheese pizza and save $155!  We can save some 

calories, and, with all that “extra” money, pledge all or a por&on of it to our Missions projects,      

providing assistance to a number of worthy causes.  

 

Many of the recipients of last year’s Mission pledges or this year’s dona&ons of school supplies, undies, 

holiday wishes/stocking stuffers, and warm winter clothing sent thank-you notes. Take a minute to 

check out the easel in the commons area where some of them are displayed. 

 

Speaking of dona&ons: at the end of February, to the delight and thanks of school nurses, we delivered 

257 pairs of new undies (and 10 pairs of socks)  to six area elementary schools (West Ridge, Holmes 

Road, Autumn Lane, Longridge, English Village, Brookside). 

 

Next up --> May: another Undie Sunday and the annual CROP Walk. Stayed tuned. 
 

CROP WALK 

The annual Crop Walk will  take place on May 1, 2016.  It will start at Aldersgate    

Methodist Church on Dewey Ave at 1:30 P.M.  The Walk is 6 miles (map Provided)  for 

the hail and hearty.  There is also a Golden Mile for those that feel 6 miles is to 

far.  There will be a route for Wheel chairs etc.  Children are welcome to walk with you, 

however bicycles, tricycles, skates and skateboards are not permi�ed because of the 

large number of walkers.  25% of the money collected will go to the Greece Food-shelf 

and the rest to Church World Service.  This effort benefits people around the world as 

well as here at home. Sheets will  be available soon in King Commons.  Leave a message 

for Bill or Barb Brado, through the church office (225-1880), for informa&on. 



GREECE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

Executive Committee Meeting:       Monday, March 28th, at 6:30 p.m., Room 9.        
Linda Hoffman, President. 

 
Circle Meetings: Ruth:  Tuesday, March 8th, at 12:30 p.m.  Room 9. 
     “What Is a Deaconess?” by Gale Huber. 

Miriam: Monday, March 14th, at 6:30 p.m., Room 9. 
 “Lent/Easter…A Time for Peace and Joy” by Gale Huber. 

Both circle programs are from the UMW Program Book. 
 

District Communion Breakfasts: March 19th, at Aldersgate, Canandaigua, Carlton & Perry. 
    Theme:  “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 
Registration begins at 9:00 a.m. The service starts promptly at 9:30 a.m. with breakfast to follow. 
Cost is $7.50 and is due by March 10th to the contact person of the church you plan to attend. 
Please let Linda or Gale know if you are interested in going. 
 

UMW Sunday:  Many thanks to everyone who took part in UMW Sunday on January 24th. 
The theme was “All Ways in Ministry; Always In Mission”.  President Linda’s message was about One 

 World Goods where she is a volunteer.  Pastor Matt installed the officers for 2016.  
 

Church Women United: World Day Of Prayer, Friday, March 4th, at 2:00 p.m. 
    Theme:  “Receive Children, Receive Me”. 
Lake Ave. Memorial Baptist Church, 72 Ambrose St., Rochester, NY 14608 
Rev. David Ryder, pastor of Flour City Church will reflect on the theme. 
No advance registration needed and no registration fee. 

 
Coming Events at GUMC: General Meeting, April 12th. 

   District Spring Event, April 23rd. 

   Used Clothing Sale, April 30th. 
 

Did You Know: 
that there are several vacancies on the Genesee Valley District UMW Leadership Team?  We need a        
secretary and a vice-president. as well as several other offices.  The team meets only 4 times per year so it 
doesn’t involve a lot of time.  If you’d like to know more, please ask District President Gale Huber and she 
will be happy to answer any questions.  Please seriously consider joining the team!   

WNY Chrysalis Informa?onal Mee?ng   

Through the years, the Western New York (WNY) Walk to Emmaus has been men&oned many 

&mes at Greece UMC, and several members of our congrega&on have been involved in it.  WNY 

Chrysalis is the youth version of the Walk to Emmaus, a wonderful Chris&an experience where 

teenagers’ faith is enriched, they meet many other Chris&an teens, they sing lots of praise music 

and they have good, wholesome fun!  Taking place at the Asbury Camp and Retreat Center on Silver Lake makes it 

even more en&cing. 

On the morning of April 9
th

, Greece UMC will be hos&ng an informa&onal mee&ng about the upcoming WNY 

Chrysalis flights this summer.   I would urge any parent who has a child from 15-18 years of age to consider 

a�ending this mee&ng.   I and others at Greece UMC have also been involved in WNY Chrysalis, and it is an   

amazing thing to watch these teens grow in their faith over a long weekend.  

Chris Collins 



 
 

 
 
 
 

Habitat Facts (from www.rochesterhabitat.org) 

Mission: Seeking to put God’s love into action, Flower City Habitat brings people 
together to build homes, community, and hope. 
  

Flower City Habitat for Humanity was founded in 1984 by Roger and Barbara Cross 
as an affiliate of Habitat for Humanity International, an ecumenical Christian 
housing ministry. 
  

Since 1984 we have helped 221 families with decent affordable housing by building 
or remodeling homes throughout the city of Rochester. 
  

Each year, nearly 3,000 people volunteer to help build houses under the expert su-
pervision of our professional construction supervisors, who teach unskilled vol-
unteers five days a week. 
  

By building on vacant lots or rehabilitating abandoned houses, FCHH has placed 
over $9.3 million back onto the city and county tax rolls since 1984. 

 
Funding and support comes from several sources including Individual giving, Corporate giving, Faith 
Based groups (such as ours), High School and College chapters, a Young Professional group, a  
Women’s Build group and others. The home building over the last few years has been in a part of the 
City referred to as the Josana district and is making a significant difference in that area. Our group is 
proud that we’ve sponsored six homes and are already working on raising funds toward a seventh 
home sometime in the future. Thanks for all you’ve done to help.   
 
If you have any questions contact Bill Mason through e-mail at wmason@rochester.rr.com. 
By the way, I could use a backup to represent our church to the coalition. If you’re interested let 
me know. Thanks for your ongoing support.  
Bill Mason 

Habitat for Humanity 

Sunday School Mission Projects 

The Sunday School is currently collec&ng clean, empty pill bo�les. They will be sent to  

Hai& and other countries where they do not have such things.  When Drs. Volunteer over 

there pharmacies oCen send them with medica&ons in bulk.  They are dispensed to        

pa&ents wrapped in napkins, etc.  Of course oCen the medicine gets lost or dirty.  (What 

we take for granted!) 

 

Bo�les should be washed out—leCover medicines disposed of—and the labels removed 

if possible.  (Soaking helps.) 

 

They can be leC in the Kings Commons display area, along with the used stamps which 

we are s&ll collec&ng.  We just sent another 2 lb. candy box full of stamps.  

 

         Thank you, Jean Lee 



Finance Monthly Report:  
 

Budgeted Income as of Week #7—2/14/16 

Budget Total    Pledges     Non-Pledges 

Needed YTD  Received Needed YTD  Received  Needed YTD  Received 

$41,401.63  $50,697.34 $26,145.14  $31,108.84  $6,125.00  7,346.00 

Current Income (Usable) vs. Expenses as of 1/31/16 

Usable   Spent  Yet to Spend  +/- 

$32,685.76  $18,586.70 $0.00   +$14,099.96 

 

The Current Expense Pledge campaign wrapped up at the end of January. A total of 90 Pledges were received  

totaling $194,221. This is 99.6% of what we had budgeted ($195,000) for 2016.   

 

Thank you for your generous support of the Church! 

The annual Missions Fund Pledge campaign will kick off soon.  Pledge Cards will be distributed and collected on 

Missions Sunday (March 13, 2016).  Your support will assist the Missions team in their efforts throughout the  

upcoming year.  Please watch for more informa&on and help support the Missions team with your pledge. 

 

Bill Kostyshak, Financial Secretary 

STEWARDSHIP  

There are a lot of ways to define Stewardship. Here are just a few I found while doing some research:   

From Merr iam-Webster:  the conduct ing,  supervis ing, or managing of  something;     
especia l ly :  the carefu l and responsib le management of  something entrusted to one's 
care. 
 
From Wikipedia:  ( just  a small  port ion f rom the theological sect ion of  a very lengthy 
art ic le on stewardship):  Christian Stewardship refers to the responsibility that Christians have in 
maintaining and using wisely the gifts that God has bestowed. God wishes human beings to be his    
collaborators in the work of creation, redemption and sanctification. Increasingly this has referred to   
environmental protectionism. This also includes traditional Christian Ministries that share the resources 
of treasure, time and talent.[4] 
 
 From the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: “Christ ian Stewardship – to receive 
God’s gif ts grateful ly,  cult ivate them responsib ly, share them lovingly in just ice with 
others, and return them with increase to the Lord.” 
 
From the website of  St .  Eugene Parish in Fox Point,  W I: Our Way of 
L ife….Stewardship is: a conversion of  heart,  a Disciple ’s response, an Expression of 
Love, a Part  of  our vocat ion, an Honor and an Opportunity…. 
 
Pick your choice or go looking for more on the internet, there certa in ly are p lenty of  
them. They al l  boi l  down to the Merr iam-Webster ’s f inal port ion: the carefu l and      
responsib le management of  something entrusted to one’s care.  From a bel ief  posit ion, 
i t ’s accept ing that a l l  we have comes from God and as the Cathol ic Bishop’s def ini t ion 
says:  receive them gratefu l ly,  cul t ivate them responsib ly,  share them lovingly in     
just ice with others and return them with increase to the Lord.  
             Bill Mason 



Thoughts from Co-Lay Leader Lisa Kostyshak 

Ways to Observe Holy Week with Your Family 
 
Holy Week 

Resurrection Eggs (TM): An egg carton filled with a dozen plastic eggs, each containing a    
symbol of the Holy Week. Accompanied by twelve brief child-friendly lessons. Make them   
yourself with directions from http://www.rainbowcastle.org/resurrectioneggs.html 
 
Seeds: Seeds offer a clear message to children of the power of new life. Rest eggshell halves 
filled with soil in egg carton. Plant a marigold, petunia, or grapefruit seed in each (or even 
grass seed for fastest results).  Place in sunny window. 
 
Housecleaning: Wednesday of Holy Week has been a traditional day in many countries for 
housecleaning -- from the Jewish custom of cleaning before Passover. 
 
Foot Washing: This Maundy Thursday event speaks volumes about Jesus’s desire for us to 
serve. Read John 13. Wrap a towel around your waist, as Jesus did, and wash your children’s 
feet. Your lives might never be the same. 
 

Good Friday 
Three Hours: Observe Jesus’ crucifixion by reading the Biblical account together. Sing old 
hymns of the Crucifixion and the Cross: “Were You There When They Crucified My Lord?” “The 
Old Rugged Cross,” “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.”  
 
Hot Cross Buns: Traditional Good Friday fare for the family to make and eat together. 

 
Saturday of Holy Week 

The Passion: Watch Mel Gibson’s portrayal of Jesus’s last hours (warning: graphic but realistic 
violence).   
 
If your children are younger, watch the Jesus Film Project's beautifully-crafted evangelical   
movie, scripted only with words from the Gospel of Luke. http://www.jesusfilm.org/aboutus/
index.html  

 
Easter Sunday 

Easter Greeting: Greet each other with “Alleluia, the Lord is risen!” and answer “He is risen   
indeed!” 
 
Sunrise Service: Attend one offered by a church, or climb a hill with your family, worship      
together, and share a picnic breakfast. 
 
Special music: Listen together to Sandi Patti’s moving “Was it a Morning Like This?” Listen 
again. Discuss how it must have felt to see our risen Lord.  Was anyone who saw him ever the 
same?  Jesus said those who believe without having seen are blessed (John 20:29). 
 
New clothes: New converts were traditionally baptized at Easter, wearing new white garments 
to symbolize their new life.  If your family has new Easter outfits, share with your children 
where this tradition came from. 
 
 

Somewhere in the Easter celebration, you may be coloring eggs and visiting relatives. Eggs then can 
become subtle ways of sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Like seeds, eggs are very much a    
symbol of new life. Traditionally they were also a symbol of Easter joy because they were a forbidden 
item during Lent.  Nowadays, dyed eggs can bear all manner of joyful messages. 
 
Share with nonbelieving relatives and friends what your family does for Easter & they’ll join in. 
 
Whatever traditions you keep, remember that Easter is a celebration that really never ends. 
 
Source: http://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/easter/15-ways-to-observe-holy-week-with-your-family-
11570532.html 



Pastor / SPRC Covenant -- 2: Congrega?on and Pastor Building Leadership  

 

The Staff Parish Rela&ons Commi�ee (SPRC) is charged to build rela&onships among members of the congrega&on and the 

staff that are effec&ve for accomplishing the mission and purpose of the church. 

 

The Upper New York Conference requires that a covenant be completed by each church and submi�ed to the District        

Superintendent.  The Covenant iden&fies two main goals for disciple-making ministries in the coming year and addresses 

eight ques&ons about mee&ng the goals. The complete four-page covenant has been developed by the SPRC and Pastor 

Ma�, and is available on request.  This is the second of three segments that we are sharing with the congrega&on in the   

Enlightener: 

 

In what ways will the congrega&on build leadership capacity in order to meet its missional goals? 

 

Develop an inten&onal process for incorpora&ng new members into the life of our church. Including membership classes on 

regular, periodic schedule.   

Provide materials and occasional presenta&ons that orient all members to the func&onal structures and leadership              

opportuni&es that make GUMC work. 

Advocate (by personal contact where possible) member par&cipa&on in District and Conference training events. 

Make use of personal contacts and publicity to foster par&cipa&on in scheduled events by the broadest possible frac&on of 

the congrega&on.  

 

In what ways will the pastor increase his leadership capacity in order to lead and guide the congrega&on in mee&ng our 

goals? 

 

My goal for the coming year is to con&nue with my tradi&on of beginning the year in prayer, worship and fellowship on     

retreat with several male clergy with whom I have shared for 20 years.  Over the past three years, I have worked with a peer 

group through the conference’s Hand to Plow process.  I hope to con&nue to lead our church in the spirit of that process, 

although there has not been support for the Consulta&on Phase. 

 

I have worked with the General Board of Higher Educa&on and Ministry to receive training in my conference responsibility as 

Co-Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry (BOM).  I will con&nue to serve in that capacity, as well as on the Northeastern 

Jurisdic&on BOM.  This posi&on puts me in a covenant rela&onship with other members of the BOM, as well as candidates 

for ministry across the conference.  I par&cipate with area pastors in two clergy groups (one UM, one ecumenical) that      

provide mutual support.  The Bishop’s retreat will provide nurture and educa&on as it has in past years. 

 

I plan to con&nue weekly (as possible) staff mee&ngs, out of which many ideas for ministry, much enthusiasm for ministry, 

and strengthening of the leadership team of the church have come.  I encourage the work of the (new) ministry area of   

Nurturing Ministries.     

 

I have helped lead a mission team from our church to flood-damaged areas of New York State in years past.  This year we 

went to Henderson Se�lement in Kentucky.   I plan to con&nue this ministry in the year to come, although we may travel less 

far in the coming year.  I also remain available as a trained UMCOR Early Response Team member to respond to disasters in 

our conference or elsewhere. 

 



Congrega?on Updates 

Passing: 

Esther Ne�nin  1/13/2016 

Hobart Hosfeld 2/2/2016 

 

Le8er of Gra�tude: 

I wish to thank everyone for the nice recep&on to 

celebrate the “changing of the guard” on the 

31st.   The notes of thanks I received will be    

cherished.  It was a great pleasure to serve the 

Congrega&on over the past years as your Financial 

Secretary. 

     Bill Brado 

 March Birthdays 

 

 

 

 

 

Not available for Wed Edition.  Please 
contact church office.  

 

 

 

 

 
March Anniversaries 

Please let the church office know  

if you are celebra�ng an anniversary. 

Thank you  

 

 

Fundraiser Updates 

Thank you to all who have helped in some way to make our fundraising successful. These    

fundraisers help support our church and the many ministries we have to offer our community. 

 

SAVE THE DATES: 

Sat, Feb 27  Chicken & Biscuits  4:30pm -6:30pm 

Thur, March 17 St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 4:30pm -6:30pm 

Sun, March 27  Breakfast Buffet  10:00am -11:00am Not Fundraiser 

 

 

 

Profits from 2016 Fundraisers: 

January   SpagheR Dinner   $161.50 (Benefits the youth Spring Gathering) 

February   Souper Bowl Sub Sale   $467.55 (Benefits the youth Spring Gathering) 

  

Wanted: Items for Auc?on to  

benefit the Church Budget 

 

We are contempla&ng holding an auc&on this Fall but 

first we need to find out if we have enough QUALITY 

items.  If you have some great collec&bles,             

memorabilia, household items, or furniture that you’d 

like to donate, we want to hear about it! We’re not 

talking garage sale here—really nice items.  Please call 

Karen Klingenberger or Lisa Kostyshak through church 

office at 225-1880. 

 

 



The Worship CommiGee is looking for 

people who want to aid their fellow     

worshipers each Sunday.   See below how 

you may help enrich our worship ?me: 

Altar Guild:  Members serve for a month to 

care for the chancel; filling the candles,     

hanging the paraments as required, and      

preparing for bap&sms. This work can be done 

any &me during the week, with the candles 

being checked between services. If you are 

interested, contact Phyl Ann Helmes.  

 

Communion Stewards: This is a once a month  

obliga&on (and most likely only a few &mes a 

year). If interested, contact Mary VandeLogt. 

 

Greeters: We are looking for people who 

would like to greet people 15 minutes  before 

9:00 and 11:00 Worship. Anyone can be a 

greeter, individuals, family groups, youth. If 

interested, contact Deacon Dee.  

 

Ushers: Interested in serving your                 

congrega&on in a small but significant way? 

Why not become part of one of the ushering 

teams? Groups of four members serve for a 

month once or twice during the year. Contact 

Tom Hinterman in person, or                          

Hinterman.Tom7@Gmail.com 

Nursery: Sally Lepi, Nursery Coordinator is 

looking for people to help serve a week in the 

nursery during worship. Could you sign up?  

We need to be able to give people with young 

children the op&on during both 9 and 11am 

for childcare. 

Projec?onists: Lisa Kostyshak , coordinator, is 

looking for projec&onists for both the 9 and 11 

am services. Please contact her if interested.  

Nursery: 
 
3/6: Phyl-Ann Helmes, Kim Whittemore 
3/13: Debbie & Missy Symonds 
3/20: Melissa Dunn & Cameron Theile 
3/27: Janice & Erich Jr. Ruppert 
 

Projectionists: 
  9:00am 11:00am  
 
3/6: Ellen White Jonathan Standhart 
3/13: Norma Rapini Earle Ridley 
3/20: Kara Down Earle Ridley 
3/27: Neva Benson Sarah Babbage 

Ushers:   
 9:00am   11:00am  
Melissa Dunn   Sally Lepi 
Karen Ingle 
Kara Down 
Tom Hinterman 

Liturgists: 9:00 service 
 
3/6: No Liturgist 
3/13: Sharon Neary 
3/20: Chris Collins 
3/27: Sally Lepi 

Greeters: 
9:00  11:00 
 

Counters: 
 
3/6:  Earle Ridley, Sue Hogeman, Judy Rushforth 
3/13:  Tom & Karen Klingenberger, Chris Collins 
3/20: Tom & Karen Klingenberger, Chris Collins 
3/27: Keith Kroon, Melissa Dunn, Norma Rapini 

Not available at the newsleGer deadline. 



March 2016—As of 2/15th 
Please see Website for updates 

Sun  Mon  Tue Wed Thu  Fri  Sat 

    1 

Education Team 
7PM 

Treble Clefs 7PM 

Praise Band prac-
tice 7PM  

2 

Bagels and Book 
Study 9:30 AM  

AA 12PM 

Bell Choir 6:15 PM  

Choir 7PM  

3 

Atria Sr Bible Study 
10:30 AM  

Women's AA 11AM  

Pastors Bible Study 
12PM to 1:30 PM  

Scout Troop#195 7PM 

Pastor Bible Study 
7PM to 8:30 PM  

4 

AA 12PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 7:30 PM 

5 

6 

Traditional Service 
9AM  

Discipleship &    
Education 10AM  

Praise & Worship 
Service 11AM  

Confirmation class 
12PM 

7 

AA 12PM 

Silver Squares 
Square Dancers 
12:30 PM 

8 

Ruth Circle 
12:30 PM 

SPRC 7PM 

Treble Clefs 
7 PM 

Praise Band prac-
tice 7PM  

9 

Bagels and Book 
Study 9:30 AM  

AA 12PM 

Dinner and Devotions 
5:30 PM 

Bell Choir 6:15 PM  

Choir 7PM  

10 

Atria Sr Bible Study 
10:30 AM  

Women's AA 11AM 

Pastors Bible Study 
12PM to 1:30 PM  

Scout Troop#195 7PM 

Pastor Bible Study 
7PM to 8:30 PM  

11 

AA 12PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 7:30 PM 

12 

Emmaus      
Gathering 
8:30 AM 

13 

Daylight Saving Time 
Begins 

Mission Sunday  

Traditional Service 
9AM  

Trustee mtg 10AM  

Discipleship &    
Education 10AM  

Praise & Worship 
Service 11AM  

14 

AA 
12PM 

Silver Squares 
Square Dancers 
12:30 PM 

Miriam Circle 
6:30 PM 

15 

Newsletter Deadline 
Today  

Salem Nutrition 
Center 9AM  

Tuesday Book 
Study 10AM  

Finance 7PM  

Treble Clefs 7PM 

Praise Band       
practice 7PM  

16 

Bagels and Book 
Study 9:30 AM  

AA 12PM 

Bell Choir 6:15 PM  

Choir 7PM  

17 

Atria Sr Bible Study 
10:30 AM  

Women's AA 11AM 

Pastors Bible Study 
12PM to 1:30 PM  

Corn beef & cabbage 
drive thru 4:30PM  

Scout Troop#195 7PM 

Pastor Bible Study 
7PM to 8:30 PM  

18 

AA 12PM 

Newsletter Crew 
12:30 PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 7:30 PM 

19 

First Day of 
Spring March 
Equinox 

GVD UMW 
Communion  
Service Off Site 

Church Family 
Movie Night 
6:30 PM 



March 2016— As Of 2/15th  

Please See Website for Updates 

Sun  Mon  Tue Wed Thu  Fri  Sat 

20 

Palm Sunday 

Traditional Worship 
Service 9AM  

Discipleship &        
Education 10AM  

Praise & Worship    
Service 11AM  

Confirmation class 
12PM to 1PM  

Widow/Widower 

21 

AA 12PM 

Silver Squares 
Square Dancers 
12:30 PM 

22 

Tuesday Book 
Study 10AM  

Treble Clefs 7PM 

Praise Band prac-
tice 7PM  

23 

Bagels and Book 
Study 9:30 AM  

AA 12PM 

Dinner and Devotions 
5:30 PM 

Bell Choir 6:15 PM  

Choir 7PM  

24 

Maundy Thursday Day 
of Last Supper  

Atria Sr Bible Study 
10:30 AM  

Women's AA 11AM 

Maundy Thursday    
Seder Meal 6:00 PM  

Dinner 6:30 PM  

Maundy Thursday    
Worship Service 
7:30 PM 

25 

Good Friday 

AA 12PM 

Creative 
Hands 1:15 PM 

AA 7:30 PM 

26 

Holy Saturday 
Easter Eve and 
Last Day of Lent 

27 

Easter Sunday  

Easter Sunrise Service 
7:00 AM  

Traditional Worship 
Service 9AM  

Discipleship &         
Education 10AM  

Praise & Worship   
Service 11AM  

28 

MS Society Support 
Group 10:30 AM 

AA 12PM 

Silver Squares 
Square Dancers 
12:30 PM 

UMW Executive 
Committee 6:30 PM  

29 

Tuesday Book 
Study 10AM  

Treble Clefs 7PM 

Praise Band prac-
tice 7PM  

30 

Bagels and Book 
Study 9:30 AM  

AA 12PM 

Bell Choir 6:15 PM  

Choir 7PM  

31 

Atria Sr Bible Study 
10:30 AM  

Women's AA 11AM 

Scout Troop#195 7PM   


