
Greece	United	Methodist	Church	

THE ENLIGHTENER 
      December 2016 

Message from the Pastor:  

 

In the beginning was the Word, 

 and the Word was with God, and the Word was God… 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory… 

                                                             full of grace and truth.                    (John 1: 1,14) 

 

 I heard this story several years ago from the Rev. Dr. Leonard Sweet.  It came to him from Janet 

Huffing.  She heard it from the man involved.  I hope that it is true. 

 

 Several years ago, a group of salesmen from Milwaukee went to a regional sales conven�on in Chicago.  

They had promised to be home in �me for the family holiday fes�vi�es.  But one thing led to another and the 

mee�ng ran over�me, so the men had to race to the train sta�on, �ckets in hand.  As they hurried through the 

terminal, one man (the man telling the story) inadvertently knocked into a table suppor�ng a basket of apples, 

sending it sprawling.  Without stopping, they all reached the train and boarded it with a sigh of relief.  All but 

one.  He paused, reached down into his heart, and felt a lump of compassion for the boy whose apple stand 

had been overturned.  He waved goodbye to his companions and returned to the terminal.  He was glad he did.  

The 10-year-old boy was blind. 

 The salesman gathered up the apples and no�ced that several of them were bruised.  He reached into 

his wallet and said to the boy, "Here, please take this ten dollars for the damage we did.  I hope it didn't spoil 

your day."  As he started to walk away, the bewildered boy called a+er him, "Hey mister!  Are you Jesus?" 

 The man stopped in his tracks and wondered… 

 

 The child Jesus was born into this world over 2000 years ago.  The man Jesus walked the earth, lived 

and died and rose from the dead a long %me ago.   

 But this Christmas, and every Christmas, we celebrate the birth of Jesus as a current event.  This is   

because Jesus is not a long-ago person.  He lives today in our hearts and in our every kind deed.  And Jesus is 

con%nually being born into the hearts and lives of individual human beings.  Just as the birth of Jesus         

transformed a stable into a holy place, so his coming into a person's heart and life transforms that place.  An 

ordinary deed of kindness becomes a holy act.  The blind boy's heart perceived what his eyes could not - he 

knew the one who had ini%ated the act.   

 "Are you Jesus?" 

 Let Jesus be born in your heart, this Christmas and throughout the year.  Let him work through your 

hands, and feet, and mouth.  Open your heart to see him in yourself and others. 

 May you have a blessed Christmas. 

 

In Christ's love, 

Pastor Ma/ Stengel 
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A PRAYER CHAIN REMINDER: We have an ac-ve prayer 

chain, both through e-mails and phone. You’re invited 

to be part of that; just call Bill and Gail Mason at       

453-9038.  Also, if you have a prayer concern of any kind that 

you want to share,  contact Bill and Gail at the  number above or 

by e-mail at wmason@rochester.rr.com. We only send out     

prayer concerns when we receive direct requests.  

 

Altar Flowers: If you would like a formal arrangement 

placed in honor/memory of a loved one, contact  

Be>y LaMonica.  Arrangements are $25.   

 

Anniversary Ministry:  Please contact me of your 

special day at dham1@rochester.rr.com             

Thank you, Dick Hamblin 

 

Birthday Ministry: We would love to recognize your 

special day.  Please e-mail the office to let us know if 

your birthday is not on our calendar.                     

greeceumc@fron-ernet.net 

 

Deadline for all newsle>er ar-cles is the 15th of each 

month by 12:00pm.  Please e-mail to Deb Babbage at                                         

dbabbage@rochester.rr.com.   Thank you. 



Salva�on Army Red Ke�le 

Campaign  

Friday, December 9th  

4:00—7:00pm 

 

Are you ready to ring the bell?  Many of you have asked if 

we are doing this again this year, and based upon feedback 

from the previous two years, the answer is yes, we will be 

involved....same loca%on, outside of the two Mall Food 

Court entrances and the same shiA at each loca%on......4:00 

p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Sign-up sheets will be available for three 

weeks prior to Dec. 9th (a week earlier than last year).   

Ques%ons?  Call Gale Huber at 247-3464 for Outreach     

Commi/ee. 

December Food  

of the Month:   

        

Holiday Food Drive 

 

Please join us each month as we help to 

stock the shelves at the Greece Ecumeni-

cal Food Shelf.  Your dona�ons of food or 

monetary dona�ons (Funds for Food  

buckets) help to feed our neighbors in the 

Greece and Charlo6e areas.  

Thoughts from Deacon Dee:    
 
 The months con%nue to fly by with lots of ac%vi%es and people. People speak of shopping and geGng the 

proper giAs for people in their lives. Christmas in our society has created a holiday that creates anxiety and 

stress to spend money along with our %me and energy. This Advent Season I am reading James Moore book, 

“All I Want for Christmas”. From the %me the Wise Men brought GiAs to Jesus, Christmas has been a %me of 

giving. We give giAs to our loved ones, to the less fortunate, to the church, to favorite chari%es, to family, to 

friends and even to our pets. In the spirit of Christmas we give and receive Christmas giAs, remembering the 

greatest Christmas GiA of all: God’s giA of the Christ Child, God’s giA to us of a Savior. 

James Moore says: 

• Advent is not Christmas! 

• Advent is a special holy %me. It is a %me of an%cipa%on of prepara%on, and of wai%ng. It is a %me to look 

forward to what God is going to do, of recalling what God has done, and of discovering what God is doing 

right now in our very midst.  

• We know Christmas is coming on the calendar, but the mystery and wonder of God’s presence in our lives 

makes us eager to learn what God has in store for us this year, this season, this very day. 

• The GiA of Good News (Ma/hew 1:18-25) 

• The GiA of New Understanding 

• The GiA of a Strong Founda%on 

• The GiA of a New Style of Living 

• Christmas GiAs We Can Pass On To Others 

Interested in remembering what the basics are for preparing for Christ this Christmas… 

I have more copies of this book and you can read and ponder at home…join me in this journey. 

There are other groups with other Advent book studies…See more op%ons on the Advent page of this      

newsle/er with op%ons. 

Just get on board Advent to prepare for a Christmas Opening the GiAs of God’s Grace. 

     Merry Christmas,     Dee 



Worship Scripture for December 2016:  
What follows are the Lectionary Readings for each 
Sunday.  Each week, the theme of the services will 
usually emerge from one of the prescribed readings 
(often the  Gospel). We invite you to read through the 
lessons prior to Sunday. It can be a healthy discipline and enhance 
the experience of worship. 
 
12/4: Isaiah 11:1-10 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
  Romans 15:4-13 Matthew 3:1-12 
 
12/11: Isaiah 35:1-10 Luke 1:47-55   
  James 5:7-10 Matthew 11:2-11 
 
12/18: Isaiah 7:10-16 Psalm 80:1-7,17-19 
  Romans 1:1-7 Matthew 1:18-25 
 
12/24: Isaiah 9:2-7 Psalm 96 
  Titus 2:11-14 Luke 2:1-20 
 
12/25: Isaiah 52:7-10 Psalm 1:1-4 
  Hebrews 1:1-4 John 1:1-14 
 
12/31:  Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 Psalm 8 
  Revelations 21:1-6a Matthew 25:31-46 

Widows and Widowers 
Group will meet Sunday, 
December 18th at 2:00pm 
in Fellowship Hall. 

Sundays, 10—11am 
Join us Sunday      

mornings for Bible 
study and fellowship. 

 
Pre-K—1st grade:  Room 7 
Grades 2-5:   Room 8 
Tweens:   Room 10 
Adults:   Kerrison Room  

No classes on 12/25 & 1/1 

SUNDAY 

 

 

 

4pm: Children/Youth driven worship 

for families.  (No child Care) 

7pm: Family Candlelight Service (Child 

Care Provided.) 

WORSHIP 
9:00am—Traditional  

10:00am—Discipleship Hour      
11:00am—Praise & Worship 

 

 

 

We will be having one service on   

Sunday, Christmas Day.  Please join 

us at 10:00am as we celebrate our 

Lords birth. 

Wednesday, December 21st 
7:00pm 

 
For more info: GBOD.org 

Video Chuck Knows Church   
#56|Blue Christmas 

 

 

Saturday 

December 

3rd 

 

4:00pm:  Decorate the Church 

5:30pm: Service 

6:00pm: Potluck Dinner 



Pastor Ma�’s Advent Study  

Down to Earth—The Hopes and Dreams are met 

in Thee Tonight 

Nothing in all the vast, created      

universe could prepare us for God 

coming down as a helpless infant, or 

for Jesus the son of God inten%onally 

posi%oning himself as a mere       

servant, iden%fying with the lowest 

of lows. It's enough to confound the 

mind, to make the heart contrite. 

This Advent, God’s great surprise 

changes everything. 

12 noon in Kerrison Room at the church 

or 

 7pm at The Village at Unity 

(Anyone may a/end either session, and you may 

switch between them. ) 

We hope to see you there. 

Children & Youth Advent Study:  

Sundays at 10am   

All I Want for Christmas   

What’s on your Christmas list this 

year? How about the greatest giA of 

all…God’s giA to us of a Savior? 

Some%mes we concentrate so much 

on the giAs we want to give and to receive that we 

forget about the  special giAs of Christmas. The truth 

is we need the miracle of God’s grace to see them, 

feel them, hear them, wrap our arms around them, 

and celebrate them. This five-week Advent study 

helps us think about what we really want for      

Christmas by reminding us of the amazing, life-

changing giAs Christmas has in store for us.  

 

Sunday Adult Study:   

The Redemp�on of Scrooge:   

Sundays @10:00am 

Ebenezer Scrooge is a man in dire 

need of a second chance. Is              

redemp%on possible for such a 

greedy, dark and sad character? 

The Redemp�on of Scrooge, from 

Ma/ Rawle’s The Pop in Culture 

Series, shows us how the teachings 

of Jesus can be found in Dickens’ 

Christmas classic. From the ghosts of  Christmas past, 

to the Life of the present, and the resurrec%on of 

Christmas future, this Advent study will “bless us 

every one” and reinvigorate our spiritual journeys as 

we look at this familiar story through the lens of 

faith.  



Page Turners Monthly Book Club: 

 

December Selection: No Meeting in    
December. Merry Christmas! 

 

January Selection:  
Station Eleven 

By Emily St. John Mendel 
 

Kirsten Raymonde will never forget the night 
Arthur Leander, the famous Hollywood actor, 
had a heart attack on stage during a            
production of King Lear. That was the night 
when a devastating flu pandemic arrived in the 
city, and within weeks, civilization as we know 
it came to an end. 

Twenty years later, Kirsten moves between the 
settlements of the altered world with a small 
troupe of actors and musicians. They call 
themselves The Traveling Symphony, and 
they have dedicated themselves to keeping 
the remnants of art and humanity alive. But 
when they arrive in St. Deborah by the Water, 
they encounter a violent prophet who will 
threaten the tiny band’s existence. And as the 
story takes off, moving back and forth in time, 
and vividly depicting life before and after the 
pandemic, the strange twist of fate that       
connects them all will be revealed. 
 
 

Everyone is welcomed to join us 
Thursday, January  26th at 
10:00am in the Kerrison Room for 
discussion.  
 

Bagel and Book Study:   
Advent Study: 

All I Want for Christmas   

What’s on your Christmas list this year? How 

about the greatest giA of all…God’s giA to us of 

a Savior? Some%mes we concentrate so much 

on the giAs we want to give and to receive that 

we forget about the  special giAs of Christmas. 

The truth is we need the miracle of God’s grace 

to see them, feel them, hear them, wrap our 

arms around them, and celebrate them. This 

five-week Advent study helps us think about 

what we really want for Christmas by              

reminding us of the amazing, life-changing giAs Christmas has in 

store for us.  

 

Group meets Wednesday @ 9:30-11:00am 

Soho’s Bagel Café,  Stone Ridge Plaza 

Contact Deacon Dee for books. 

Tuesday Book Group:   

 AEtude is Your Paintbrush, It colors Every Situa�on 

by James W Moore 

“Let serving God and trus%ng God be the aGtude of 

your life.” Romans 12:1  

(paraphrasing Paul’s words.) 

All are welcome to this group which meets  

on Tuesday mornings at  

10:00am in Room 9.  
 If you have ques%ons, contact: Linda Hoffman, facilitator 

lmhoffman@rochester.rr.com or 458-2248 

Dinner and Devotion  

with Dee and Deb 

Let’s come together to break 

bread and reflect on God’s presence in our 

lives.  Dee and Deb will provide a soup 

and salad dinner, along with some treats.  

December Meeting: 12/14 

Weekday 



Message from Outreach:    

 
 
Thanksgiving time at GUMC is definitely full of giving!   
 
 

We delivered 162 pairs of undies and 29 pairs of socks to our six     
designated elementary schools (West Ridge, Holmes Road, Autumn 
Lane, Longridge, English Village, and Brookside).  
 
In addition, over 20 plastic shoeboxes were stuffed for the Red Bird 

Project, providing small gifts and everyday/hygiene items for people 
living in the Appalachian Mountain region in Kentucky. GUMC even 
served as a drop-off point for other area churches! 

 
Finally, our annual “Bucket Brigade” yielded enough food and frozen    
turkeys to fill boxes for 14 very grateful families.  Thanks to everyone who 
helped sort, pack and deliver! Stay tuned for all the details in next month’s 
newsletter. 

 
Now, we have another opportunity to make a difference—by loading our 
Mitten Tree with scarves, hats, gloves, and mittens—this year        
benefitting the Seneca Street UMC where Deacon Dee ministers and 
counsels. 

 
 

No gift, donation, or act of kindness is too small.  Though we are few in 
number, we provide so much to our community. We not only count our 
blessings, but we also bless many in countless ways.  

 
 

Thanks and Merry Christmas to all!              

 
 

 

 

 

               
 
 

                                      

Red Bird Donations 



GREECE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 
Executive Committee Meeting:       Monday, Dec. 5th, at 6:30 p.m., Room 9. 

Linda Hoffman, President. 
 
Circle Meetings: Miriam: Monday, Dec. 12th at 6:30 p.m., Room 9. 

 Baby shower for Asbury Storehouse.  Please bring 
your items in a purchased, reusable Wegman’s bag if possible. 

 
Ruth:  Tuesday, Dec. 13th, 12:00 noon, at Barnard Exempts Rest. 
  They will be donating to a family for Christmas and filling shoe boxes for  

   Kentucky. 
 

Christmas Breakfast: Saturday, Dec. 10th 
DATE CHANGE!   9:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Cost will be $6.00. 

Our Special Membership Pin will be presented and we will have a musical program 
 presented by Sharon Neary.  Karen Ingle will be taking reservations for three         
 consecutive Sunday mornings starting on Nov. 20th. 

 
Fall Bazaar: Our bazaar was held on Saturday, Nov. 5th in Fellowship Hall. Chairman Sharon Neary thanks     

everyone for their help in making it a success!  There is always such a wonderful, warm feeling of 
camaraderie and joy! 

 
Save The Dates:    UMW Tea for all women of the church on Tuesday, Jan. 10th, 2017.  
                                       UMW Sunday and Installation of Officers will be on Jan. 22nd, 2017. 
    
Church Women United: Advent Celebration on Friday, Dec. 2nd, from 9:15 am – 1:30 pm. 
    At Mt. Olivet Baptist Church, 141 Adams St., Rochester, 14608. 
9:15 am – Registration; 9:45 am – Annual Meeting & Election of Officers; 10:30 am – Advent Worship Celebra-
tion led by Dr. Mary Kay Sweeny; 12:00 pm – Light lunch provided.  
 
Did You Know 

that 36% of the General Conference 2016 delegates were women? 
that 28% of United Methodist bishops are women? 
that 25% of United Methodist, active and retired, clergy are women?    

 

SAVE THE DATE ! 

All women of the church  

are invited to join  

Ruth Circle for Tea  

on January 10, 2017 

 at 12 Noon in Room 9. 

 

If you have questions,  

contact Shirley Hardy at 723-0909 

Fall Bazaar 2016 



Finance Monthly Report:  

Budgeted Income as of Week #46 – 11/13/16 

Budget Total                                         Pledges                                            Non-Pledges 

Needed YTD         Received              Needed YTD            Received            Needed YTD          Received 

$272,067.92        $276,882.38         $171,810.92           $171,221.34       $42,855.79*         $40,250.00   

 * Note: $5,000.00 transferred from Missions to Current Expense 10/02/16 

Current Income (Usable) vs Expenses as of the end of October 10/31/16 

Usable                    Spent                  +/-               

$259,623.62         $244,281.01       +$15,342.61 

 

Contribu�on Statements - Third Quarter of 2016 

Member Contribu%on Statements will be available for pick up in the King Commons area. 

Included in the statement will be details of contribu%ons received from January 1 – September 30, 2016. 

Also, Pledges for Current Expenses and Missions are noted on the statement. 

Note – These statements will have correc%ons for issues noted with the Second Quarter Statements. 

Please pick up and review your statement for accuracy. 

If any further correc%ons or modifica%ons are needed, please let me know. 

You can leave me a note in my Church Mailbox or by contac%ng me on my cell phone (737-6440). 

Pledge Campaign 

As we near the end of 2016, please make every effort to complete your contribu%ons to your 2016 Pledge com-

mitment.   

Also, please remember to fill out and drop off your Pledge card for 2017.   

This greatly assists the Finance Commi/ee and Church Council in budge%ng and planning for the upcoming year.   

Best regards, 

Bill Kostyshak, Financial Secretary 

  

 

  

 

 

 This is such an important time of the year for all of us, but especially those hard at work for your 
church. The staff, our music leaders, committees, and all those that keep things moving, are all develop-
ing plans well beyond this month. Your stewardship in supporting those efforts through your financial 
commitment, your time and talent dedication and your routine attendance in church are all needed to 
make those efforts worthwhile.  

 Your 2017 stewardship commitments were due on Nov. 20th. Thanks to you that have already 
submitted them and we ask those of you who haven’t to please do so. Those commitments enable our 
program leaders to plan for the new year.  

 We hope you have great holidays and take advantage of the wonderful programs put on at the 
church during the holiday time. A very Merry Christmas to each and every one of you. 

Bill Mason 

STEWARDSHIP  

“ALL THAT WE CAN BE”  



CHURCH PROFILE:  How Would You Describe Our Church? 

The Staff Parish Rela%ons Commi/ee (SPRC) is charged to build rela%onships among members of the          

congrega%on and the staff that are effec%ve for accomplishing the mission and purpose of the church. 

Last fall the commi/ee worked with the Pastor to update the Church Profile which is used by the District and 

Conference leadership to get an understanding of our church and the community it serves. The Profile is used 

during the annual delibera%ons that determine clergy assignments and will be one way that the new District 

Superintendent learns who we are. 

The Profile consists of narra%ve answers to 45 ques%ons that seek our views of our community, our            

congrega%on, our church’s spiritual focus, our mission and ministry, our pastoral leadership expecta%ons, 

and our facili%es. The commi/ee found working on this document to be interes%ng and s%mula%ng.  Each 

month for the next several months, a couple of the ques%ons and our answers will be presented in the        

Enlightener for everyone to read and comment on.  My hope is that you will find this sharing and crowd-

sourcing interes%ng and s%mula%ng too. 

Submi/ed by Tom Hinterman, Chair  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. Describe your church's spiritual focus: 

5. Describe your style/styles of worship. What is the best part of your worship? How might the worship    

experience need to be strengthened? 

Our tradi%onal worship service fits within the doctrine of the United Methodist Church. The pieces of the   

service that older members expect and cherish including the choir, hymns, and readings are presented in an 

order that matches expecta%ons.  The sermon and other content is tailored to fit into 3 hour “Service/

Discipleship Hour/Service” format that we have adopted for the September – June year.  We make use of 

projected materials and cordless microphones to allow a more relaxed delivery and an up-to-date feeling to 

enter. 

Our praise and worship service is the later service and features a praise band leading the congrega%on in 

songs. The message is basically the same as in the tradi%onal service.  

 Both services take place in our 1950s-era sanctuary.   

During the summer months, we have held one Sunday service and alternated these two styles weekly. 

Both services could benefit from changes to the sanctuary seGng and audio/visual equipment.  The ministry 

teams evaluate the content and presenta%on frequently to make improvements while keeping the things 

that work.  

 

6. How important is your lay leadership in the life of the church? How do you nurture, train, and support 

your lay leaders? 

Lay leadership on the ministry teams and on the standing commi/ees has grown in importance with the   

leadership style of the current pastor and the reduc%ons in paid staff.  This is consistent with the tradi%ons of 

this congrega%on, but more demanding than what we have been used to recently.  

We need to be more inten%onal about nurture, training, and support 

 

7. Name any current candidates for ministry: 

Juls Foos is currently serving as a Local Pastor at Sodus Point. 

           Cont. next page 



Salem Nutritional Center 
Tuesday, December 20th,  

9:00am—2:00pm 
 

Please join us for a morning of serving. Meet/
leave Church at 9:00.  At 9:30, lunch prep begins.  
Serve 100—150 hungry people at noon. Return to 
the church at 2:00pm.   We need 10 people there 
each time. It is a very satisfying ministry. See 
Deacon Dee for details.  

  

 

 

 

 

 By now you’ve had a chance to enjoy Thanksgiving with your family and shared the pie(s) you 
might have ordered in support of our Habitat coalition. This is a significant fundraiser for us each year 
and this year appears to be comparable to previous years in raising over $3,000, thanks to all the 
churches that participate. As a coalition, we’re well on our way to being able to commit to a 7th house, 
probably sometime next year. We’ll keep you posted. Thanks to all of you who have supported us in 
any way.  
 
 Here’s to a special Christmas to each and every one of you and to the families that celebrate 
Christmas in their Habitat home, especially those celebrating their first Christmas there.  
 
Bill Mason 

Habitat for Humanity  

SPRC cont. 

These are the rest of the third group of ques%ons.   

What do you think so far? 

Is there something here you would change? 

Something you would add? 

 

• Speak to a member of the SPRC. 

• Write note and put it in the SPRC box in the Commons. 

• Email Tom Hinterman Hinterman.tom7@gmail.com . 



Th�u�ht� 	r�� C-L�� Lea���, Lis� Kos�y�h ! 
  

 

  

 

  

 

 

The Advent Virus – Anonymous                          WARNING……WARNING: ADVENT VIRUS 

  
Be on the alert for symptoms of inner Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. The hearts of a great many have already been exposed to 

this virus and it is possible that people everywhere could come down with it in epidemic propor%ons. This could pose a seri-

ous threat to what has, up to now, been a fairly stable condi%on of conflict in the world. 
Some signs and symptoms of The Advent Virus: 
  

A tendency to think and act spontaneously rather than on 

fears based on past experiences. 
An unmistakable ability to enjoy each moment. 
A loss of interest in judging other people. 
A loss of interest in interpre%ng the ac%ons of others. 
A loss of interest in conflict. 
A loss of the ability to worry. (This is a very serious symp-

tom.) 

Frequent, overwhelming episodes of apprecia%on. 
Contented feelings of connectedness with others and na-

ture. 
Frequent a/acks of smiling. 
An increasing tendency to let things happen rather than 

make them happen. 
An increased suscep%bility to the love extended by oth-

ers as well as the uncontrollable urge to extend it. 

  
Please send this warning out to all your friends. This virus can and has affected many people and systems. Some people and 

systems have been completely cleaned out because of it. 

1 Corinthians 13 – a Christmas Version   (source unknown) 

  

If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, strands of twinkling lights and shiny balls, but do not show love to my 

family, I’m just another decorator. 

If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of Christmas cookies, preparing gourmet meals and arranging a beau%fully 

adorned table at meal%me, but do not show love to my family, I’m just another cook. 

If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home and give all that I have to charity, but do not show love to my 

family, it profits me nothing. 

If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels and crocheted snowflakes, a/end a myriad of holiday par%es and sing in the 

choir’s cantata but do not focus on Christ, I have missed the point. 

Love stops the cooking to hug the child. Love sets aside the decora%ng to kiss the husband. Love is kind, though harried 

and %red. Love doesn’t envy another’s home that has coordinated Christmas china and table linens. 

Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get out of the way, but is thankful they are there to be in the way. Love doesn’t give only 

to those who are able to give in return but rejoices in giving to those who can’t. 

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails. Video games will break, 

pearl necklaces will be lost, golf clubs will rust, but giving the giA of love will endure. 

Merry Christmas and lots of love to you and yours! 

  

  
Act Christmas – Anonymous 

"It is easy to think Christmas, and it is easy to believe Christmas, but it is hard to act Christmas." 
  



Congrega�on Updates  

Passing: 

Grace Dillion 10/29/16 

Jane/e Hoffman (Grandmother of Lisa 

Kostyshak & Cheryl Sheldon 
 

New Address: 

Kathryn Trybuskiewicz 

 

Rob & Sarah Klingenberger 
 

 

NOT AVAILABLE FOR 
WEB EDITION 
 

 

 

 

 

No Current Address: 

Chris%ne Maxwell 

Linda Lieberman 

December Birthdays 

 
 
 
NOT AVAILABLE FOR WEB EDITION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December Anniversaries  

 
 
NOT AVAILABLE FOR WEB EDITION 

Fundraiser Updates 
Thank you to all who have helped in some way to make our fundraising successful. These fundraisers help support our church and the 

many ministries we have to offer our community. 

 

Profits from 2016 Fundraisers: 

January    SpagheG Dinner   $161.50 (Benefits the youth Spring Gathering) 

February   Souper Bowl Sub Sale  $467.55 (Benefits the youth Spring Gathering) 

March   Chicken & Biscuit Dinner  $240.41 

March 17  St. Patrick’s Day Dinner  $271.60 

April 14   Chicken BBQ   $825.00 

May 19   Chicken BBQ   $890.00   

June 9-11  Book/Bake Sale   $628.50 

June 11   Summerfest (Vendors)  $450.00 

June 16   Chicken BBQ   $945.27    
July 14   Chicken BBQ   $1,225.00 

Aug 18   Chicken BBQ   $869.04 

Sept 15   Chicken BBQ   $1,046.00 

Oct 20   Pulled Pork BBQ   $903.36 

Nov 8   Elec%on Day Chicken/Biscuits $649.35 

 

Thank you to everyone who came out and supported our events.    

  

Le>er of Gra-tude: 

Dear Friends,  On behalf of the UMW and myself, I 

would like to thank everyone who came out to help 

and support us for our annual Bazaar.  Whether you 

helped set up or take down, bake, shop, eat or wait 

on tables, etc. etc., I cannot thank you enough!!  It is 

always such a great %me and we have quite the team 

here at GUMC!   

THANK YOU! 

&haron Neary 

Le>er of Gra-tude: 

Thank you to those of you who so graciously donated 

baked goods for our Elec%on Day Bake Sale.  We enjoyed 

mee%ng our neighbors who were vo%ng and had some 

meaningful discussions with a few of them in addi%on to 

selling out around !:00.  Our profit was $116, thanks to your 

generosity.    

      Shirley Haefele and Gale Huber 



The Worship Commi�ee is looking for 

people who want to aid their fellow     

worshipers each Sunday.   See below how 

you may help enrich our worship �me: 

Altar Guild:  Members serve for a month to 

care for the chancel; filling the candles,     

hanging the paraments as required, and      

preparing for bap%sms. This work can be done 

any %me during the week, with the candles 

being checked between services. If you are 

interested, contact Phyl Ann Helmes.  

 

Communion Stewards: This is a once a month  

obliga%on (and most likely only a few %mes a 

year). If interested, contact Mary VandeLogt. 

 

Greeters: We are looking for people who 

would like to greet people 15 minutes  before 

9:00 and 11:00 Worship. Anyone can be a 

greeter, individuals, family groups, youth. If 

interested, contact Deacon Dee.  

Ushers: Interested in serving your                 

congrega%on in a small but significant way? 

Why not become part of one of the ushering 

teams? Groups of four members serve for a 

month once or twice during the year. Contact 

Tom Hinterman in person, or                          

Hinterman.Tom7@Gmail.com 

Nursery: Sally Lepi, Nursery Coordinator, is 

looking for people to help serve a week in the 

nursery during worship. Could you sign up?  

We need to be able to give people with young 

children the op%on during both 9 and 11am 

for childcare. 

Projec�onists: Lisa Kostyshak , coordinator, is 

looking for projec%onists for both the 9 and 11 

am services. Please contact her if interested.  

Nursery: 
 
12/4: Melissa Dunn/ McKenna Patterson 
12/11: Gale Huber/ Phyl-Ann Helmes 
12/18: Cindy Lane/ Barb Miroff 
12/25: Sally Lepi/ Cameron Theile 

Projectionists:  
 9:00am  11:00am 
12/4: Norma Rapini  Earle Ridley 
12/11: Cheryl Sheldon Earle Ridley 
12/18: Kara Down  Sarah Babbage 
12/25: Earle Ridley (10:00am)  

Ushers:   
  9:00am 11:00am 
Sue Hogeman Keith Kroon 
Al Royter 
Phyllis Miller 
Nancy Granger 

Liturgists:  
 
12/4: No Liturgist 
12/11: Neva Benson 
12/18: Linda Hoffman 
12/25: Tom Klingenberger 

Greeters: 

Counters: 
 
12/4: Keith Kroon, Melissa Dunn, Norma Rapini 
12/11: Keith Kroon, Melissa Dunn, Norma Rapini 
12/18:  Cindy Lane, Keineth Stone, Sally Lepi 
12/25: Cindy Lane, Keineth Stone, Sally Lepi 

Not available at the newsle�er deadline. 



December 2016—As of 11/15th 
Please see Website for updates 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 

Atria Sr Bible Study 

10:30 AM 

Women's AA 11:00 AM 

Advent Bible Study 

12:00 PM 

Boy Scouts 7:00 PM 

Advent Bible Study 

@Unity 7:00 PM 

2 

AA 12:00 PM 

Crea%ve 

Hands  1:15 PM 

AA 7:30 PM 

3 

Greening of the Church 

4:00 PM 

Advent Greening     

Service of celebra�ng 

5:30 PM 

Cover Dish Dinner to 

celebrate-

Advent  6:00 PM 

4 

Tradi�onal Worship 

Service 9:00 AM 

Discipleship Hour & 

Educa�on for all ages 

10:00 AM 

Praise & Worship    

Service 11:00 AM 

5 

AA 12:00 PM 

Silver Squares Square 

Dancers 12:30 PM 

UMW Execu�ve Com-

mi�ee 6:30 PM 

6 

Tuesday Book Study 

10:00 AM 

Educa�on Team 

7:00 PM 

Praise Band prac�ce 

7:00 PM 

Treble Clefs  7:00 PM 

7 

Bagel and Book Study 

9:30 AM 

AA 12:00 PM 

Bell Choir 6:15 PM 

Chancel Choir 7:00 PM 

8 

Atria Sr Bible Study 

10:30 AM 

Women's AA 11:00 AM 

Advent Bible Study 

12:00 PM 

Boy Scouts 7:00 PM 

Advent Bible Study 

@Unity 7:00 PM 

9 

AA 12:00 PM 

UMW Christmas Break-

fast Set Up 1:00 PM 

Crea%ve 

Hands  1:15 PM 

AA 7:30 PM 

10 

Emmaus Gathering 

8:30 AM 

UMW Christmas   

Breakfast 9:00 AM 

11 

Tradi�onal Worship 

Service 9:00 AM 

Trustee mtg 10 AM 

Discipleship Hour & 

Educa�on 10:00 AM 

Praise & Worship     

Service 11:00 AM 

Girl Scout Service Unit 

2:00 PM 

12 

AA 12:00 PM 

Silver Squares Square 

Dancers 12:30 PM 

Miriam Circle 6:30 PM 

13 

Tuesday Book Study 

10:00 AM 

Ruth Circle 12:30 PM 

SPRC 7:00 PM 

Praise Band prac�ce 

7:00 PM 

Treble Clefs  7:00 PM 

14 

Bagel and Book Study 

9:30 AM 

AA 12:00 PM 

Dinner and Devo�ons 

5:30 PM to 6:30 PM 

Bell Choir 6:15 PM 

Chancel Choir 7:00 PM 

15 

Newsle�er Deadline 

Today 

Atria Sr Bible Study 

10:30 AM 

Women's AA 11AM 

Advent Bible Study 

12:00 PM 

Boy Scouts 7:00 PM 

Advent Bible Study 

@Unity 7:00 PM 

16 

AA 12:00 PM 

Crea%ve 

Hands  1:15 PM 

AA 7:30 PM 

17 

Choir rehearsal-cantata 

9:00 AM to 11:00 AM 

Children's Christmas 

Eve Service Rehearsal 

11:00 AM 



December 2016—As of 11/15th 
Please see Website for updates 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

18 

Tradi�onal Worship 

Service 9:00 AM 

Discipleship Hour & 

Educa�on for all ages 

10:00 AM 

Praise & Worship    

Service 11:00 AM 

Widow/Widower 

Group 2:00 PM 

19 

AA 12:00 PM 

Newsle�er Crew 

12:30 PM 

Silver Squares Square 

Dancers 12:30 PM 

20 

Salem Nutri�on Center 

9:00 AM 

Tuesday Book Study 

10:00 AM 

Finance Commi�ee 

7:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

Praise Band prac�ce 

7:00 PM 

Treble Clefs  7:00 PM 

21 

First Day of Winter De-

cember Sols%ce 

Bagel and Book Study 

9:30 AM 

AA 12:00 PM 

Bell Choir 6:15 PM 

Blue Christmas Service 

7:00 PM 

Chancel Choir 7:00 PM 

22 

Atria Sr Bible Study 

10:30 AM 

Women's AA 11:00 AM 

Advent Bible Study 

12:00 PM 

Boy Scout Troop #195 

7:00 PM 

Advent Bible Study 

@Unity 7:00 PM 

23 

AA 12:00 PM 

Crea%ve 

Hands  1:15 PM 

AA 7:30 PM 

24 

Christmas Eve 

Christmas Eve Worship 

Service 4:00 AM 

Christmas Eve Service 

7:00 PM 

25 

Christmas 

Worship 10:00 AM 

26 

MS Society Support 

Group 10:30 AM 

AA 12:00 PM 

Silver Squares Square 

Dancers 12:30 PM 

27 

Praise Band prac�ce 

7:00 PM 

Treble Clefs  7:00 PM 

28 

AA 12:00 PM 

29 

Women's AA 11:00 AM 

Boy Scout Troop #195 

7:00 PM 

30 

AA 12:00 PM 

Crea%ve 

Hands  1:15 PM 

AA 7:30 PM 

31 


