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Message from the Pastor: 

 

18 The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are being destroyed. But it is the power of 

God for those of us who are being saved. 19 It is wri"en in scripture: I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

and I will reject the intelligence of the intelligent. 

   20 
Where are the wise? Where are the legal experts? Where are today’s debaters? Hasn’t God made 

the wisdom of the world foolish? 
21 

In God’s wisdom, he determined that the world wouldn’t come to know 

him through its wisdom. Instead, God was pleased to save those who believe through the foolishness of 

preaching. 
22 

Jews ask for signs, and Greeks look for wisdom, 
23 

but we preach Christ crucified, which is a 

scandal to Jews and foolishness to Gen1les. 
24 

But to those who are called—both Jews and Greeks—Christ is 

God’s power and God’s wisdom. 
25 

This is because the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and 

the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.  

                                                                 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 Common English Bible 

 

This year, the period of Lent goes from Ash Wednesday on February 14 to Easter , on April 1.  Of 

course, that means that, for the first !me since the 1940’s, it also begins on Valen!ne’s Day, and ends on April 

Fools’ Day.  This may seem to be an unfortunate juxtaposi!on of frivolous secular holidays with solemn Holy 

Days.   

However, it need not be a problem at all.  Valen!ne’s Day is a day that is dedicated to Love.    Ash 

Wednesday is about God’s call to repentance, which is also a call to accept forgiveness.  This is God’s ul!mate 

gi- of Love.  What be.er day to recognize that gi- than the feast day of the patron saint of Love, St.             

Valen!ne?  

As for Easter falling on April Fools’ Day, I think St. Paul would have appreciated that.  It was he who 

wrote the le.er to the Corinthian people that I quoted at the top of the page.  He knew that the concept of a 

crucified Savior seemed to be foolishness to many minds in the world, and the thought of the resurrec!on of 

the dead was craziness to unbelievers.  But God, Paul said, has turned the world’s wisdom upside down by the 

power of Love.  “This is because the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of 

God is stronger than human strength.“    From the earliest days of Chris!anity, we recognized both the truth 

and the absurdity of Jesus, the Son of God, dying so that we might live.  From our earliest days we recognized 

the truth and the absurdity of Jesus of Nazareth, a man like us, rising from the grave. 

Let us use this period of Lent to wonder, to ask  ques!ons, 

to pray ourselves into the strange and  wonderful gi- that God has 

given to us in the life, death, and resurrec!on of Jesus. 

In Christ’s Love, 

Pastor Ma. Stengel 

 



Table of Contents: 
Weekly Scripture  Pg. 3 

Holy Week Scripture  Pg. 3 

Discipleship Hour Schedule Pg. 3   

Holy Week Services  Pg. 3 

Lent Study w/Pastor Ma. Pg. 3 

Bishop Webb Announcement Pg. 4 

Pretzel Sunday    Pg. 4 

Easter Flowers   Pg. 5 

Spring Clean-up   Pg. 5 

Salem Nutri!onal  Pg. 5 

Food Shelf Request  Pg. 5 

Fundraiser Ar!cle  Pg. 6 

Church Council Mee!ng  Pg. 6 

Widows & Widowers  Pg. 6 

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner  Pg. 6 

Weekday Small Group Studies Pg. 7 

Page Turners   Pg. 7 

Habitat for Humanity  Pg. 7 

UMW    Pg. 8 

Outreach   Pg. 8 

Stewardship   Pg. 9 

Finance Report   Pg. 9 

Lay Leader Message  Pg. 9 

Birthdays/Anniversaries  Pg. 11 

Congrega!onal Updates  Pg. 11 

Sunday Worship Servants Pg. 11 

Calendar   Pg. 12 

A PRAYER CHAIN REMINDER: We have an ac1ve prayer 

chain, both through e-mails and phone. You’re invited 

to be part of that; just call Bill and Gail Mason at       

453-9038.  Also, if you have a prayer concern of any kind that 

you want to share,  contact Bill and Gail at the  number above or 

by e-mail at wmason@rochester.rr.com. We only send out     

prayer concerns when we receive direct requests.  

Altar Flowers: If you would like a formal arrangement placed in 

honor/memory of a loved one, contact  

Be"y LaMonica.  Arrangements are $25.   

 

Anniversary Ministry:  Please contact me of your     

special day at dham1@rochester.rr.com                 

Thank you, Dick Hamblin 

Birthday Ministry: We would love to recognize your      

special day.  Please e-mail the office to let us know if your 

birthday is not on our calendar.                                    

greeceumc@fron1ernet.net 

Deadline for all newsle"er ar1cles is the 15th of each 

month by 12:00pm.  Please e-mail to Deb Babbage at                                         

dbabbage@rochester.rr.com.   Thank you. 

2018 Fundraiser Updates 
Thank you to all who have helped in some way to 
make our fundraising successful. These fundraisers 
help support our church and the many ministries we 
have to offer our community.  Volunteers are always 
needed and welcomed!     
   

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Thu. Mar. 17, 4:30-6:30pm(Eat-in) 

Chicken BBQ (Eat-in TBD) Thu. Apr. 19, 4:30pm -sellout 

Chicken BBQ   Thu. May 17, 4:30pm-sellout 

Booksale   Thu.-Sat., June 7-9 

Summerfest   Sat., June 9, 9:00am-2:00pm 

Chicken BBQ   Thu. June 21, 4:30pm-sellout 

Chicken BBQ   Thu. July 19, 4:30pm-sellout 

Chicken BBQ   Thu. Aug. 16, 4:30pm-sellout 

Chicken BBQ   Thu. Sep. 20, 4:30pm-sellout 

Pulled Pork BBQ  Thu. Oct. 18, 4:30pm-sellout 

 
Thank you for your support!  

Pasta Dinner Buffet  $425.78 

Sub Sale   $226.30 

Chicken & Biscuits Dinner TBA 

Let’s Get Connected!  

Excellent opportunity to share with 
your friends and family all the 
GUMC has to offer. 

       Website: greeceumc.org 

      Facebook:  Greece UMC   

        Twitter @GreeceUMC 



Worship Scripture March 2018:  
What follows are the Lectionary Readings for each 
Sunday.  Each week, the theme of the services will 
usually emerge from one of the prescribed readings 
(often the  Gospel). We invite you to read through the lessons 
prior to Sunday. It can be a healthy discipline and enhance the 
experience of worship. 
 
3/4: Exodus 20:1-17 Psalm 19 
  1 Corinthians 1:18-25 John 2:13-22 
3/11: Numbers 21:4-9 Psalm 107:1-3,17-22 
  Ephesians 2:1-10 John 3:14-21 
3/18: Jeremiah 31:31-34 Psalm 51:1-12 
  Hebrews 5:5-10 John 12:20-33 
3/25: Palm Sunday  
  Mark 11:1-11 Psalm 118:1-2,19-29 
  Isaiah 50:4-9a Psalm 31:9-16 
  Philippians 2:5-11 Mark 14:1-15:47 
  Holy Week 
3/26: Isaiah 42:1-9 Psalm 36:5-11 
  Hebrews 9:11-15 John 12:1-11 
3/27: Isaiah 49:1-7 Psalm 71:1-14 
  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 John 12:20-36 
3/28: Isaiah 50:4-9a Psalm 70 
  Hebrews 12:1-3 John 13:21-32 
3/29: Exodus 12:1-4 Psalm 116:1-4 
  1 Corinthians 11:23-26 John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
3/30: Isaiah 52:13-53:12 Psalm 22 
  Hebrews 10:16-25 John 18:1-19:42 
3/31: Isaiah 52:13-53:12 Psalm 22 
  Hebrews 10:16-25 John 18:1-19:42 

Sundays, 10—11am                 
Discipleship Hour   

Join us Sunday mornings for Bible 
study & fellowship. 

Adult Class: Kerrison Room, Facilitated by Kara 
Down 
 

Grades 1-5: Room 9,  Facilitated 
by Jenn Barth &  Karen Ingle  
Grades 6-12: Room 10, Facilitated 
by Pat McMann  

Season of Lent 

All Are Welcomed to Worship! 
Tradi�onal Worship Service: 9:00am 

Discipleship Hour for all ages: 10:00am 

Praise & Worship Service: 11:00am 

Holy Week Services 
3/25: Palm Sunday 
  10am—w/Bishop Mark  
    Webb   
3/29: Maundy Thursday 
  6pm—Seder w/ Pastor Matt 
  7pm— Traditional Service 
3/30: Good Friday Service  
  7pm—Traditional Service 
4/1: Easter Sunday   
  7am—Sunrise 
  9am—Traditional Service 
  11am—Praise & Worship 

Lent Bible Study with Pastor Matt—Thursdays, thru March 22nd 
24 Hours the Changed the World 

By Adam Hamilton. 
There will be two sessions, as we have in the past:  

12:00 p.m. at Greece UMC (Kerrison Room),  

7:00 p.m. at The Villages (in Village Square) behind Unity Hospital on Long Pond Road.   
(Anyone may a!end either session, and  

you may switch between them. ) 

We hope to see you there 



Bishop Mark J. Webb to Preach  
on Palm Sunday March 25, 2018 

One Service—10:00am 
(No Discipleship Hour.) 

 
Our Bishop, the Rev. Mark J. Webb, has accepted our invitation to 
preach in our church.  Bishop Webb was elected bishop on July 19, 
2012, at the Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference held in       
Charleston, W.Va.  

At the 2012 Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference, Bishop Mark J. 
Webb was assigned to serve as the Episcopal leader of the Upper New 
York Area effective September 1, 2012.  

Bishop Webb holds a M. Div. from Asbury Theological Seminary and a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology 
from Shippensburg University. At the time of his election to the episcopacy, Bishop Webb was serving 
as District Superintendent of the York District of the Susquehanna Conference.  

Bishop Webb served pastorates at Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Mechanicsburg, Pa. from 1994
-2007, St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, Wormleysburg, Pa. from 1991-1994, and Linglestown 
United Methodist Church from 1989-1991.  

He received the Harry Denman Evangelism Award in 2002.  

Bishop Webb was a delegate to General and Jurisdictional Conference in 2004, 2008 and 2012. He  
previously served as a director of The Board of Discipleship and a member of the Northeastern         
Jurisdictional Committee on Episcopacy.  

He currently serves the General Church as President of Discipleship Ministries and as a member of the 
Connectional Table. Bishop Webb serves as the secretary of the Northeastern Jurisdiction College of 
Bishops and as a Trustee of United Theological Seminary.  

Bishop Webb encourages working together to develop strategies and outcomes that will bear fruit. He 
has a passion for leadership development, new faith communities and ensuring existing congregations 
grow in vitality and fulfill the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ.  

Pretzel Sunday 

February 18th 

Fun was had by all as our 

Sunday School classes 

made pretzel for our 

congrega!on to start the 

Lent Season.  



Salem Nutritional Center 
Tuesday, March 20th 

9:00am—2:00pm 
Please join us for a morning of serving.  
• Meet/leave Church at 9:00.  At 9:30, 

lunch prep begins.   
• Serving 100—150 hungry people at noon. 
• Return to the church at 2:00pm.  
We need 10 people there each time. It is a very satisfying    

ministry.  

Please join us each month as 

we help to stock the shelves 

at the Greece Ecumenical 

Food Shelf.  This month we 

are collec�ng: 

• Canned Fruit 

• Canned Pasta 

• Canned Vegetables (No corn or beans) 

 

Your dona�ons of food help to feed our     

neighbors in the Greece and Charlo!e  

areas.  

Easter Flowers! 
 

Easter is April 1st. Why 

not purchase a lovely 

flowering plant or make 

a dona8on to Gateway 

in honor/memory of a 

loved one.  Prices and 

deadline will appear in 

upcoming Sunday         

bulle8ns.  

Spring Cleaning 

Day at the 

Church 

Saturday,  

April 7th  

9am—12pm 

 

Coffee and Donuts will be available. 

(Rain Date April 14th) 

Dear Friends:   

I have received the following invita!on to a mission trip to aid folks who had damage during this summer’s 

hurricanes.  We will partner with our neighbor,  the Elmgrove United Methodist Church. 

I hope to par!cipate, and I hope you will consider it, too.—Pastor Ma. Stengel 

 

 Blessings to all of you this day. During the week of September 17, 2018 our church has planned a 

mission trip to Orlando Florida in response to Hurricane IRMA. UMCOR (United Methodist Commi"ee On 

Relief) is looking for hundreds of volunteers every week to help those that are s1ll displaced. I have found 

out if we fly out on a Saturday and return on a Saturday that airfare is more cost efficient and travel 

1mes are more reasonable. As a result, to date, we would depart on Saturday September 15 and return 

on Saturday September 22. 

 

 The cost for this mission trip per individual I have es1mated to be $650.00. This includes: airfare, 

van rental, gas and insurance, groceries for the week, dining out 1 evening, and a dona1on to the host 

church in Florida. We will have a few fund raisers to help offset each individuals cost. 

 

 Please review the informa1on to date, be in prayer over this, and let me know as soon as you can 

if you will commit to go on this mission trip. I hope to have a team of 10 or more disciples go on this      

mission. As you pray over this please be mindful that Christ is coun1ng on you! 

 

Peace and Grace, 

Pastor Kevin D. Slough 

Elmgrove United Methodist Church 



The Church Council will meet on 

Tuesday, March 27th at 7:15PM. 
Come and see the “business meeting” 

of Greece UMC. 

Widows & Widowers:   
Group will be meeting Sunday, 
March 18th, at 2:00pm in Kerrison 
Rm. 

Fundraisers – Part of Who We Are as A Church? 

Each of us has our own reasons for our involvement with GUMC.  Worship is one reason: hearing the word, 

sharing in prayer, reflec!ng, learning, growing in our spiritual life, sharing the music.  Fellowship is another:  

staying in touch with others, sharing our concerns, praying for theirs, making plans for events, mee!ng in 

small groups.  Outreach is another: helping those who are less fortunate, showing Christ’s message in our 

acts, suppor!ng worthy causes.   

In recent years, we have adopted fund raising events as means of supplemen!ng our resources for mission 

and ministry.  These have the added benefit of being vehicles for fellowship and outreach.  With Pastor 

Ma.’s support and Deacon Dee’s leadership, these monthly events have become a part of church year and a 

way to make our presence known in the wider community.   

Now that Dee has moved on to her new Pastoral calling, we are working to con!nue this new tradi!on with 

the teams and individuals that have served in the past.  As Chair of the Finance Commi.ee, I have been   

working to develop wri.en notes for each type of event so that a person who is not Dee can do what needs 

to be done to engage the teams of volunteers and make the event happen.    

Based on Dee’s inputs, the notes include what needs to happen and when, who has done those things         

before, shopping lists and recipes.  I am making good progress and am looking forward to involving others as 

“event coordinators” for some of the up-coming events.  

If you have not a.ended, come to an event!  Good food.  Good value. Good fellowship.  Good cause. 

If you have never helped, but might want to join in, the notes can help you know what you would be geRng 

into.  

If you have enjoyed working on an event in the past, I encourage you to check the 

list of dates and sign up for what you would like to do.  You won’t be alone, and 

you won’t get bored. 

If you are interested in the bigger picture, I will be happy to show you the notes 

and help you take on more leadership.   

-- Tom Hinterman 

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 

Friday, March 17th  

4:30-6:30PM 

Corn Beef & Cabbage, Carrots, Potatoes, 

Roll, and Brownie or Cookie for $10.00 

Eat In or Take Out. 



Page Turners Monthly 

Book Club:  

March Selection:  

Beartown 

By Frederik Backman 

 

Everyone is welcomed to join us 
Thursday, March 22nd at 

10:00am in the Kerrison Room for discussion.  

 

April Selec8on: The Inven8on of Wings by Sue 

Monk Kidd 

Tuesday Book Group:   

Renovate: Building a Life with God 

by Jacob Armstrong 

 Renova!ng a house can be an exci!ng and    

rewarding experience. But the act of              

renova!on can o-en leave the house in a state 

of disarray, causing stress and frustra!on. In 

the same way, God wants to renovate your life 

by altering the "old you" and crea!ng a "new 

you" with an    improved heart. It's not going to 

be easy, and your life might experience some disarray, but              

renova!ng with God is the opportunity of a life!me.  

We meet Tuesdays @ 10:00am in Kerrison Room.  

Contact  Linda Hoffman for  informa!on. (458-2248 or                                            

mhoffman@rochester.rr.com)  

Dinner and Devotion  

Meetings are the 1st & 3rd 
Wednesdays of the month 

from 5:30-6:30pm in        
Fellowship Hall 

All are welcomed to join us for soup, salad, 
& scripture. 

March Meetings 
7th: Proverbs 13-17 
21st: Proverbs 18-22 

Habitat for Humanity  
  
Our committee met on Feb 6th and had a very informative meeting with three 
representatives from Flower City Habitat on hand to get us up to date on things 
that are changing within that organization to make it even more meaningful for 

homeowners and sponsors such as us. We had invited them because we’re ready to commit to building 
this summer and did that at that meeting. We are waiting for confirmation for an early July start up. Several 
things have changed since our last home. Habitat is getting the new homeowners more involved in making 
choices in their new home as well as increasing training before and after home ownership. That training 
includes   routine maintenance, financial management, and other homeowner responsibilities. Habitat has 
improved the methods for signing up volunteers which was a struggle on our last home; the changes will 

certainly make it easier to let individuals and groups to sign up on line which in turn makes it more       
manageable for them.  

 Our coalition has over 60% of the funds already raised. Next on our agenda is our annual Sticky 
Lips BBQ sale – watch for more info on that. Our group was more enthused than ever after sharing 
thoughts with the Habitat representatives which included the CEO and two representatives that covered 
their volunteer coordination and marketing.  

 If you think you’d like to get involved in any way, please contact me at 453-9038, or at  
wmason@rochester.rr.com . I can always use someone to represent our church (the founding church) at 
meetings I’m not able to attend.  

Bill Mason 

All are welcome to join any or all studies.     

Invite your family, friends, and neighbors. 



GREECE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
  
Executive Committee Meeting:       Monday, March 5th at 6:30 p.m., Room 9. 

Gale Huber, President. 
 
Circle Meetings: 

Miriam: Monday, March 12th, at 6:30 p.m., Room 9 
  Program from the Program Book by Gale Huber. 
  
Ruth:  Tuesday, March 13th, at 12:30 p.m., Room 9.  
  Speaker from Legacy Senior Living. 

 
Genesee Valley District Communion Brunches: Saturday, March 24th. 
 The locations are:  Fairport UMC, Hilton UMC and Dansville UMC. 

Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. Service at 10:00 a.m. with brunch to follow. 
Cost is $7.50.  Circle Chairmen have more details. 
 

Used Clothing Sale: Saturday, April 28th, in Fellowship Hall 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 It’s not too early to start looking through your closets to find those unwanted clothes, shoes, handbags, 
 sheets, towels, etc.  Please start looking now for clean, unstained items. 

 
Church Women United: World Day Of Prayer, Friday, March 2nd, at 10:30 a.m. 

Mt. Olivet Baptist Church, 141 Adams St., Rochester, NY 14620. 
Theme:  ”All God’s Creation Is Very Good!” 
Please bring a non-perishable food item for the Community Cupboard Of Rochester. 
Refreshments will be available.  No registration needed and no registration fee required. 
 

Message from Outreach:                                 
  
Spring ahead, "get your green on,” and plan your pledge 
for Mission Sunday, March 11! Two weeks prior to Mission 
Sunday, you will receive a letter (and bright yellow pledge 
card) in your mailbox, detailing the disbursements. Thanks to your 
generous donations, we support 18 agencies. This year, as our        
featured speaker, we welcome Christopher Scribani, Assistant        
Director of Development for the Open Door Mission, who will be    

present at both services and available to answer questions during the fellowship hour 
between. 

 
April 29 is our next Undie Sunday, so please help us stock up on some 
“emergency” bloomers for local school children in need. 
 

We’re looking forward to seeing everyone in 
church March 11 to support our missions and 
enjoy some light refreshments,   
       compliments of the Outreach team.  
 
 Let’s fill our coffers to Olympic              
proportions! 



Someone Gail and I were talking to recently wondered if and/or when 
Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday fell on the same day – the last time 
was in 1945 according to the NY Times. Visiting Wegman’s on the day 

before Valentine’s Day was a little crazy – the entry to the store was just loaded with flowers, cards, 
balloons and candy for sale and even had a gentleman playing guitar and singing love songs.  
There were a lot of frustrated men trying to decide which bouquet, candy, balloon and card to take 
home for their loved one. If it had only been Ash Wednesday being celebrated there probably 
wouldn’t have been any such enthusiasm or confusion at the store. 

 Doing a little research on line simply showed there was a lot of confusion about why we     
celebrate Valentine’s Day and who St. Valentine was. He was considered a martyr for various     
reasons among which was performing Christian marriages in Rome which had been outlawed by 
Claudius, the reigning Emperor as well as opposing a pagan celebration celebrated in February. He 
was beheaded, ultimately named a Patron Saint in the Catholic Church but at some point in time, 
simply regarded as a Saint. Along the way, he’s been considered the Saint of epilepsy and other 
illnesses and some say of the greeting card industry. If you want to know more, go on line and see 
all the confusing information about who he was and why we celebrate the day.  

 Even more fascinating is that Easter falls on April Fools day this year. So, here we are, 
faced with conflicting days of worship, romance and a day of trick playing. There really is no 
reason we can’t do both. You can and should celebrate with your loved ones, enjoy the cards, 
flowers and candy, special dinners, family get-together in the process of celebrating both. So, 
support your church by attending services on those Holy days and throughout Lent, recognize 
the meaning of the season, a time of giving something up. 

Bill Mason  

Stewardship 

Budgeted Income as of Week #6 – 02/11/18 
Budget Total                                    Pledges                                             Non-Pledges 
Needed YTD       Received              Needed YTD         Received            Needed YTD       Received 
$35,279.08          $36,166.50           $22,038.46   $22,416.00          $4,788.46  $5,227.00  

Current Income (Usable) vs Expenses as of the end of January 01/31/18 
Usable                 Spent                  +/-               
$24,145.50 $30,217.67       -$6,072.17 
 
Current Expense Pledge Campaign 
A total of 68 Pledges were received totaling $173,409 for 2018. 
This is a 14% decrease from the amount pledged last year. 
If you have not pledged, but would like to do so, simply fill out a pledge card and turn it in. 
 
Missions Fund Pledge Campaign 
The annual Missions Fund Pledge campaign will kick off soon.   
Please watch for more information and help support the Missions team with 
your pledge. 
 
Best regards, 
Bill Kostyshak, Financial Secretary 



Thoughts	from	Lisa	Kostyshak	

Lent	Is	Here	to	Throw	Us	Off	Again	
adapted from: h.ps://www.chris!anitytoday.com/ct/2017/march-web-only/lent-is-here-to-throw-us-off-again.html W. DAVID O. TAYLOR| MARCH 1, 2017 

I both love and dread Lent. 

I dread it because it asks a great deal of me. It invites me to give up things that I enjoy, things whose absence I might feel 

acutely, in some cases painfully. It is not, as the casual Chris!an might suppose, a way to inconvenience me or, more bright-

ly, to enable me to live a more healthy, fruiXul, faithful life. 

Lent is interested instead in helping us to die a good death, with Jesus and with others who have bound themselves to the 

One whose death defines all deaths and defies death itself, and whose resurrected life determines the shape of the life that 

is truly life. 

Each year, around the la.er part of winter, Lent arrives. It nearly always surprises me. Here it is, once again, summoning me 

to change how I typically live. 

For ten months out of the year, excep!ng the “li.le Lent” of Advent, I go about my life ordered by a range of habits, govern-

ing how I eat, drink, sleep, talk on the phone, check email, exercise, write books, make decisions, treat other people, mow 

the lawn, pay bills, pray, worry, and worship. 

For the 40 days of Lent, I am invited—not coerced—to order aspects of my life differently, disrup!ng my usual rhythms. This 

is, of course, what Lent intends to do: throw us off. 

Lent is an invita!on to get us outside of ourselves, so that we might get over ourselves and redirect our lives more wholly to 

God and to our neighbors. Lent derails our governing iner!as to jolt us into seeing things that have gone unno!ced or into 

feeling things that have begun to calcify into self-absorbed preoccupa!on. 

If we are too full of our to-do lists and projects and no!fica!ons and likes and deadlines and anxie!es and obliga!ons and 

wants and “shoulds”, then there is no room for the Spirit of God to confirm our status as beloved sons and daughters of our 

Father in heaven. 

Le- to our own devices, we will never manage to find enough !me to make space for God; we will squeeze him in and hope 

for the best. We will make due with an honest effort here, a flurry of ac!vity there, to deny our false self and, with Saint 

Paul, to crucify the flesh with its errant and erring passions, so that God might make something useful of us in the world. 

Thank God we are not le- to our own devices. 

We are not le- to our own spiritual meanderings, hoping for the best, whether a survival tac!c to enable us to endure the 

tedium of our weeks or a !cket to give us entrance into the communion of the spiritual elite. We are invited, rather, on a 40-

day pilgrimage, alongside other pilgrims, much like ourselves and some!mes decidedly unlike ourselves, in memory of the 

ragtag people of God who, in their great Exodus, wandered the desert for 40 years. 

For if there is one thing that the church as Christ’s body would remind us of over and over, it is this: We cannot do it alone. 

We cannot wander with Christ in the wilderness by ourselves. We can only do it with others, who by faith and in sore need 

of the same divine grace, seek to walk in the way of Jesus. 

Because Lent is an annual pilgrimage, it is all about repe!!on. 

This, it seems to me, is what Lent is a-er: 40 days of exercises, repeated year a-er year, in the company of pilgrims, whose 

aim is to be conformed to the life of Jesus so that we might be made whole. Because Jesus came to heal the world which 

God so loves, he does so by his Spirit in care-full, deliberate, systema!c and systemic ways, very much like the work of any 

good therapist. The Spirit heals us by mor!fying all that is bent against God in us and by making us healthy and holy, so that 

we might become agents of Christ’s life in the world. 

This is what I love about Lent. 



March Birthdays 
 
 
Not available for web edition.  Please contact 
the church office. 
 
 
 
 
  
March  Anniversaries 

No known anniversaries. 

Nursery: 
3/4: Karen Ingle & Melissa Dunn 
3/11: Sally Lepi & Cameron Thiele 
3/18: Kim Whittemore & Barb Miroff 
3/25: Debbie Symonds & Rhiannon Miller 

Projectionists:  
  9:00am  11:00am 
3/4: Norma Rapini  Ellen White 
3/11: Kara Down   Melissa Dunn 
3/18: Earle Ridley   Earle Ridley 
3/25: Norma Rapini  Cheryl Sheldon 

Ushers:  
  9:00am 11:00am 
Eric & Kelly Frank Shirley Hardy 
Gary & Neva Benson Liz Powers 

Liturgists:  
3/4: Communion Sunday—No Liturgist 
3/11:  Sue Sepkowski 
3/18: Sally Lepi 
3/25: Neva Benson 

Counters: 
3/4: Mary Vandeloght, Kim Whittemore, Shirley 
Haefle 
3/11: Bill & Barb Brado, Dick Hamblin 
3/18: Bill & Bab Brado, Dick Hamblin 
3/25: Earle Ridley,Sue Hogeman, Barbara Mertz 

The Worship Commi?ee is looking for    

people who want to aid their fellow       

worshipers each Sunday. See below how 

you may help enrich our worship 8me: 

 

• Altar Guild:  If you are interested, contact Kathy Murray 

at kathykearnsmurray@gmail.com 

• Communion Stewards:  If interested, contact Mary       

VandeLogt at mevgolf@rochester.rr.com 

• Ushers: Contact Tom Hinterman in person, or                 

Hinterman.Tom7@Gmail.com 

• Nursery: If interested, contact Sally Lepi at 

slepi20002000@yahoo.com  

• Projec8onists: If interested, contact Lisa Kostyshak at 

lkostyshak@gmail.com 

• Choir: If interested, contact Sharon Neary, choir director 

at loon1024@aol.com 

• Praise Band: If interested, contact Ed Klingenberger at 

edk@rochester.rr.com 

Congrega8on Updates  

  

Passings:  Richard Caswell 2/4 

 

New Address: 

Christopher VandeLogt 

 

Jane Vannicola 

 

Douglas Phillips 

 

New addresses are not available for web edi1on.  

Please contact the church office for informa1on. 

 

 

 

 

No Current Address: 

Frank & Deborah McMullen 

 

New Email: 

Tom Hinterman Hinterman.tom7@gmail.com 

 

 

Reminder:  Please contact the office with any changes 

in your address, phone number, and  e-mail address.  

Thank you. 



March 2018 as of 2/15th.  Please see Website for Updates. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
        1 

Atria Sr Bible Study 
10:30 AM 

Women's AA 11AM 

Pastor Matt's Bible 
Study 12PM  

Boy Scout Troop 
#195 7PM 

Pastor Matt Bible 
Study @ Villages 
7PM 

2 

AA 
12PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 
7:30 PM 

3 

 

4 

Traditional Worship 
Service 9AM  

Discipleship Hour & 
Education for all 
ages 10AM  

Praise & Worship 
Service 11AM  

5 

AA 12PM 

Silver Squares 
Square Dancers 
12:30 PM 

Victory AA 
5:30 PM to 7PM 

UMW Executive 
Committee 
6:30 PM 

6 

Tuesday Book 
Study 10AM  

Praise Band       
practice 7PM  

7 

AA 
12PM 

Dinner and           
Devotions 
5:30 PM 

Bell Choir 
6:15 PM 

Choir 
7PM 

8 

Atria Sr Bible Study 
10:30 AM 

Women's AA 11AM 

Pastor Matt's Bible 
Study 12PM  

Boy Scout Troop 
#195 7PM 

Pastor Matt Bible 
Study @ Villages 
7PM 

9 

AA 
12PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 
7:30 PM 

10 

Emmaus Gather-
ing 
8:30 AM 

11 

Daylight Saving Time 
Begins 

Mission Sunday  

Traditional Worship 
Service 9AM  

Trustee Committee 
meeting 10AM  

Discipleship Hour & 
Education for all 
ages 10AM  

Praise & Worship 
Service 11AM  

12 

AA 
12PM 

Silver Squares 
Square Dancers 
12:30 PM 

Victory AA 
5:30 PM to 7PM 

Miriam Circle 
6:30 PM 

13 

Tuesday Book 
Study 
10AM 

Ruth Circle 
12:30 PM 

SPRC 7PM 

Praise Band       
practice 
7PM 

14 

AA 
12PM 

Bell Choir 
6:15 PM 

Choir 
7PM 

15 

Newsletter Deadline 
Today  

Atria Sr Bible Study 
10:30 AM 

Women's AA 11AM 

Pastor Matt's Bible 
Study 12PM  

Boy Scout Troop 
#195 7PM 

Pastor Matt Bible 
Study @ Villages 
7PM 

16 

AA 
12PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 
7:30 PM 

17 

St. Patrick's Day 

St Patricks Day 
Dinner 
4:30 PM to 
6:30 PM 

18 

Traditional Worship 
Service 9AM  

Discipleship Hour & 
Education for all 
ages 10AM  

Praise & Worship 
Service 11AM  

Widow/Widower 
Group 2PM  

19 

AA 
12PM 

Newsletter Crew 
12:30 PM 

Silver Squares 
Square Dancers 
12:30 PM 

Victory AA 
5:30 PM to 7PM 

20 

First Day of Spring 
March Equinox 

Salem Nutrition 
Center 9AM  

Tuesday Book 
Study 10AM  

Finance Committee 
7PM to 8PM  

Praise Band       
practice 7PM  

21 

AA 
12PM 

Dinner and Devotions 
5:30 PM 

Bell Choir 
6:15 PM 

Choir 
7PM 

22 

Page Turners 10AM  

Atria Sr Bible Study 
10:30 AM 

Women's AA 11AM 

Pastor Matt's Bible 
Study 12PM  

Boy Scout Troop 
#195 7PM 

Pastor Matt Bible 
Study @ Villages 
7PM 

23 

AA 
12PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 
7:30 PM 

24 

25 

Palm Sunday  

Palm Sunday      
Worship Service 
10AM 

Girl Scout Service 
Unit 6PM 

26 

MS Society Support 
Group 
10:30 AM 

AA 
12PM 

Silver Squares 
Square Dancers 
12:30 PM 

Victory AA 
5:30 PM to 7PM 

27 

Tuesday Book 
Study 10AM  

Praise Band       
practice 7PM  

Church Council 
7:15 PM 

28 

AA 
12PM 

Bell Choir 
6:15 PM 

Choir 
7PM 

29 

Maundy Thursday 
Day of Last Supper  

Atria Sr Bible Study 
10:30 AM 

Women's AA 11AM 

Seder 6PM  

Maundy Thursday 
Worship Service 
7PM 

30 

Good Friday  

AA 
12PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

Good Friday        
Worship Service 
7PM 

AA 
7:30 PM 

31 

Holy Saturday 
Easter Eve and 
Last Day of 
Lent  


