Greece United Methodist Church

July 2020

The ENLIGHTENER
Pastor’s Message:
Dear Friends:
I share with you these thoughts from our Conference:

June 8, 2020 / By The UNY Conference Commission on Religion and Race

Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Amid the ongoing challenge of a pandemic that manifests several examples of racial inequities in our society,
a wave of high-profile incidents of racial violence has challenged us in new ways. The killing of Ahmaud
Arbery on Feb. 23 received national attention following the release of a video of his murder on May 5.
Breonna Taylor was killed in her home as police executed a search warrant on March 13. While still reeling
from these events, the world witnessed the killing of George Floyd. Many of us have seen the video of former
Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin pressing his knee into Mr. Floyd’s neck. It is difficult not to be
outraged at the extreme cruelty of performing such an act for almost nine minutes as Mr. Floyd indicated his
distress.
It is still easy for some to focus only on the individuals who took these innocent black lives as bad people
acting on their personal prejudices. However, these deaths represent more than a few bad apples among us.
They are the result of a white supremacist system that dehumanizes people of color. Part of that narrative
includes labeling black and brown people as violent and criminal. These beliefs have fed both implicit and
explicit biases, leading to a variety of injustices, including incidents of police brutality.

The demonstrations following George Floyd’s murder intended to bring about systemic changes that address
excessive force and racial violence have also become a source of division and debate, obscuring their original
purpose. Protests that began in Minneapolis spread around the world. Thousands of people marched, kneeled,
prayed, and shouted their outrage, demanding that authorities hold the responsible parties accountable and
make needed changes in the criminal justice system to eradicate such behavior.
While many of these gatherings were peaceful, we have also seen acts of rioting, looting, and physical violence. Some of this is the result of years of frustration due to the failure of systems to respond meaningfully to
these types of incidents and racial injustices. Past forms of peaceful protest have not always moved members
of unaffected communities to act. It is also becoming clear that some of the destructive behavior that has
followed the peaceful protests for change has been the work of instigators who have come to the demonstrations to create mayhem and incite violent confrontations between protesters and police.
No one supports violence and looting, but it is critical that we not lose focus on these issues and the raw
emotions the death of George Floyd and others have produced. Is it reasonable to expect quiet compliance
when history shows that complying can still lead to abuse and death? How can we expect order when orderly
voices are regularly ignored, and brutality continues unchecked? Peace in the streets is not a fair expectation
if we directly and indirectly encourage violent systems.
Those among us who have the luxury of being able to move to the next section of news, change the channel,
or scroll to another social media post must remember that there can be no neutrality on the issues of racism
and police brutality. Disengaging from the conversation, claiming neutrality, or remaining silent in the struggle against racism and white supremacy is to side with racism and white supremacy.
Pentecost was just a few days ago. As we remember the miraculous coming of the Holy Spirit, which drove
Christ’s disciples into the streets to boldly proclaim His love and grace, we are challenged to consider how
the modern church will show the world the grace and power of Jesus at this moment. The promise of our Lord
and Savior to us is clear, and He has kept it. Will we now remain silent and sheltered in our room even
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We have an active prayer chain, both through e-mails
and phone. You’re invited to be part of that; just call
Bill and Gail Mason at 319-5924. Also, if you have a prayer
concern of any kind that you want to share, contact Bill and Gail
at the number above or by e-mail at wmason3403@gmail.com.
We only send out prayer concerns when we receive direct
requests.
NEWSLETTER:
Deadline for all newsletter articles is the 15th of
each month by 12:00pm. Please e-mail to
Deb Babbage at dbabbage@rochester.rr.com.
Thank you.
2020 Fundraiser Updates
Thank you to all who have helped in some way
to make our fundraising successful. These
fundraisers help support our church and
the many ministries we have to offer our
community. Volunteers are always needed
and welcomed!

2020 fundraiser events are scheduled.
Make sure to save the new dates!

Let’s Get Connected!
Excellent opportunity to share with your
friends and family all the GUMC has to
offer.

Book Sale** Rescheduled**

August 13-15

Chicken BBQ (drive-thru)

Thur., July 16, 4:30pm-sell

Chicken BBQ (drive-thru)

Thur., Aug., 20, 4:30pm-sell

Chicken BBQ (drive-thru)

Thur., Sep., 17, 4:30pm-sell

Pulled Pork BBQ (drive thru)

Thur., Oct. 15, 4:30pm-sell

Profits:
Super Bowl Sub Sale

$222.67

Chicken & Biscuits (eat-in)

$324.00

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner (eat-in)

Cancelled due to COVID-19

Facebook: Greece UMC

Chicken BBQ (drive-thru)

Cancelled due to COVID-19

Twitter @GreeceUMC

Neighborhood Food & Fun

Cancelled due to COVID-19

Chicken BBQ (drive-thru)

About $1,245.00

Website: greeceumc@outlook.com

Instagram

greeceunitedmc

Pastor Matt’s Message cont.

though each of us has experienced the power of the Spirit at work within us, or will we head into the world to
show the lost and the hurting who our God is?
The Conference Commission on Religion and Race encourages all who would see a new day of racial justice
to take deliberate steps to address the challenges before us.
Here's what we can do:
• Educate ourselves: use the resources on the CCORR Website and the website for the General Commission
on Religion and Race (GCORR) to learn more about the issues of racism. Do further research on these
incidents and the systemic nature of the problem.
• Speak up: interrupt racist jokes and comments. Stand up to racist attitudes and behaviors. Understand that
demanding appropriate action in these cases, and systemic changes, are about seeking truth, peace, and
equal justice for all God’s children.
• Get involved: donate to, or work with, local church ministries, and community groups with clear goals and
appropriate principles on any issue of racial justice. For instance, on the issue of police brutality, join those
who are seeking action, transparency, and accountability from officials about addressing any incidents of
excessive force in your local setting, changing use of force policies to eliminate unnecessarily harmful
tactics, reallocating budgets to strengthen community relationships as opposed to force-driven responses,
and training in overcoming implicit bias.
Let us boldly proclaim God’s radical love and genuine justice in the language of every hearer. Let us be
leaders in showing that racism, whether manifested as racial profiling or police brutality, is sin and antithetical
to the gospel of Christ.
Black lives matter!
Here are more resources on racism:
The People of The United Methodist Church: https://www.umc.org/en
Discipleship Ministries—The United Methodist Church: https://umcdiscipleship.org/
Upper NY Conference of the United Methodist Church: https://www.unyumc.org/ministries/imagine-no-racism
General Commission on Religion and Race: https://www.gcorr.org/
Bishop Webb’s Book Recommendation: White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk About
Racism by Robin DiAngelo
UMW’s Book Recommendation: So You Want To Talk About Race by Ijeoma Oluo
Comprehensive PDF of resources: https://www.unyumc.org/images/uploads/Comprehensive_AntiRacism_Resources.pdf
2019 Greece United Methodist All Church Read: Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan
Stevenson ( There are a couple of extra copies in the Nurturing Ministry room that you may borrow.)

Beginning July 1, we will be welcoming the Rios de Agua

Viva (River of Living Water) United Methodist congregation
in a covenant of sharing in ministry that begins with
sharing the sanctuary on Sundays (Rios de Agua Viva will
worship at 3:00 p.m.) and hopefully extend to times of fellowship and shared
ministries. Their worship is bi-lingual, with translation from Spanish to English
and English to Spanish. All of our members are welcome at their times of
worship (once we start again following the Covid-19 restrictions), and their
members are welcome at our services. I hope you will welcome them as you
are able.
2020 Annual Book Sale Book Collection
Book sale has been rescheduled to August 13th-15th
Thursday & Friday: 10am—6pm
Saturday: 9am– 2pm
Masks and Social Distancing required—gloves recommended.
Donations needed!!! We’re looking for new or gently used books, CDs,
DVDs, Blue Rays, and puzzles to sell at our annual book sale. You can bring your donations to the King
Common Closet. (Please no VHS tapes, cassette tapes, magazines, encyclopedias or textbooks.)
Your donations can be left in the coat room in King Common. Thank you for your support!
Volunteers needed for set-up, during the sale,
and cleaning up after the book sale.
Sign up sheets will be out in the Kings Commons or you can email Debbie at
dbabbage@rochester.rr.com, subject Book sale volunteer
Thank you for consideration.

Chicken BBQ Drive Thru!
Thursday, July 16th
4:30—6:30pm (or until sold-out)
Chicken, Choice of 2 sides (Coleslaw, Potatoes), Roll, and Brownie
for $10.00
All COVID-19 rules will be implemented
Proceeds to benefit the ministries at GUMC
Invite your friends, family, and neighbors!

During the COVID restrictions, Sunday Messages
will be at 10AM on Facebook Live
Look for updates that will be posted on our website, social media
accounts, congregational e-mails. We are working hard to create a
safe environment for worship. We can’t wait to be all together.

Sunday messages
are on Facebook
Live at 10AM
If you do not have a Facebook account,
go to our website, www.greeceumc.org.

On the Welcome page, in the top right
hand corner, you will see the Facebook
link. Just click that link and you will be
taken to the page and you can view all
messages and live videos.

Thank you all who submitted their
surveys on in-person worship. This
information is very helpful as we are
currently working on protocols and
procedures for us to begin
worshipping in person in July. Look for details on our
website, social media, and congregational emails.
We can’t wait to see your smiling faces.
The Church and Church office will be closed
on July 3rd, 4th, & 6th. We will be back to
regular hours Tuesday, July 7th.
Discipleship hour will not be resuming until the
Fall of 2020, due to the COVID-19 restrictions.

Zoom Coffee Hour
Sundays, 9:30AM
Pastor Matt is hosting
a Zoom Coffee Hour every Sunday morning
during the current stay at home restrictions.
Check your e-mail each week for the Sunday
link. If the church does not have an up to date
e-mail for you, please contact the church as
soon as possible, if you want to participate.
This is one great way to see everyone
together.

Worship Scripture—July 2020
What follows are the Lectionary Readings for each Sunday. Each week, the theme of the services will
usually emerge from one of the prescribed readings (often the Gospel). We invite you to read through the
lessons prior to Sunday. It can be a healthy discipline and enhance the experience of worship.
7/5:

Gen 24:34-38,42-49,58-67 Ps45:10-17/ Ps 72

Romans 7:15-25a

Matt 11:16-19,25-30

7/12:

Gen 25:19-34

Ps 119:105-112/Ps 25 Romans 8:1-11

Matt 13:1-9,18-23

7/19:

Gen 28:10-19a

Ps 139:1-12, 23-24

Romans 8:12-25

Matt 19:24-30,36-43

7/26:

Gen 29:15-28

Ps 105:1-11,45b

Romans 8:26-39

Matt 13:31-33, 44-52

Message from Outreach:

After a few weeks off, it’s time for Outreach to rev up its engines again!
Many thanks for the donations of children’s underwear. We look forward to delivering them
to our six elementary schools whenever they reopen. August 30 is our next Undie Sunday.
Beginning August 16, continuing through September 13, you will see our big school
supplies boxes stationed in the commons, ready to be filled with spiral & composition
notebooks, 2-pocket folders, #2 pencils, crayons, markers, colored pencils, rulers, erasers,
backpacks, glue sticks, tissues, and Zip-loc bags. A week or so after the start of school, this
collection (along with the undies) will be delivered to West Ridge, Holmes Road, Autumn
Lane, Longridge, English Village, and Brookside.
Since March 12, Bible Study at Atria has been on hold. We have no indication of when we
will be able to resume our weekly sessions. I have stayed in contact with the receptionist
who happily reports everyone is healthy—no covid cases! Last week, I took over small “gift”
for each of our Bible Study residents: a note which enclosed a Ghiradelli chocolate square and a
bookmark with an “inspiring” scripture. It’s been so many weeks since we’ve been there, I hope
they haven’t forgotten us!
Mission Sunday also had to be rescheduled: September 27 is our revised date. Elisabeth
Stojkovic from Cameron Street Ministries is still our featured speaker.
We recently received a note from Laura Stradley, director of Veterans Outreach Center,
thanking us for the “generous donation of shoes, personal care items and other items . . . .
Your gift will be part of our Quartermaster Program, an opportunity for veterans in need to
gain free access to much-needed food, clothing and small household goods.”
As always, the GEFS can use our help—although after the May 7 food drive at the
Town Hall, they are well-stocked. For the month of July, requests are baked beans and
canned fruit.
A bushel of thanks to everyone for supporting all our projects!

Isaiah 40:31: Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.

Salem Nutritional Center

Salem is still operating,
doing meals for pickup only,
and they are operating with
a reduced staff (basically by invitation only).
No "outside" volunteers are being used. We will
keep you updated when we resume our schedule.

Please join us each month as we help to stock the
shelves at the Greece Ecumenical Food Shelf.
June we are collecting :
• Baked Beans
• Canned Fruit (low-sugar)
Check our website for other items
they need during this crisis.
Your donations of food help to feed
our neighbors in Greece and Charlotte. Thank you

JUNE UPDATE: COVID-19 and Our Church Finances
The social distancing mandate has led to the cancellation of our Sunday services and the
March and May fund raisers. As of this writing, a streamlined June Chicken BBQ was on
track for the upcoming Thursday, paving the way for the rest of 2020 event schedule to resume.
Our church finances have continued to look okay into early June primarily because you, our members, have
continued to send in your contributions, tithes and offerings. Thanks be to you and to God!
The government CARES act support, which has allowed the church to continue to pay our staff and our day
care tenant to remain open and paying toward our expenses, is now expiring. This means that contributions
remain vital. You may drop them off at the church, mail them, or use our online giving option (see the
website greeceumc.org).

Finance Report:
Budgeted Income as of Week #23 – 06/07/20
Budget Total
Needed YTD
$132,625.52

Received
$132,418.49

Pledges
Needed YTD
$72,980.77

Received
$83,710.50

Non-Pledges
Needed YTD
$17,692.31

Received
$23,180.00

Current Income (Usable) vs Expenses as of the end of May 05/31/20 (Week#22)
Usable
$123,659.49

Spent
$112,082.76

Yet to Spend
$0.00

+/+11,576.73

Contributions
Thank you to all who continued your contributions during the Covid-19 building closure.
Whether by mail or on-line, these donations provide much needed support.
Summer - Pledges and Fundraisers
Remember that Church Expenses continue throughout the summer. It is important that you maintain your Pledge
Contributions to sustain our budget. In addition, the Chicken BBQ fundraisers help us to fill in the budget gap. Please
sign up and help support them.
Contribution Statements
2nd Quarter Contribution statements will be distributed in July. Please review your contributions for accuracy and let me
know if there are any corrections needed.
Best regards,
Bill Kostyshak, Financial Secretary

Committee meetings are
suspended during COVID
restrictions. Leaders may hold
Zoom meetings. Check your
emails for updates.

Widows & Widowers:
Will not meet until COVID
restrictions are lifted.
Check website for updates.

Page Turners Book Club:
July Selection:
My Dear Hamilton
By Stephanie Dray & Lauren Kamoire
From the New York Times bestselling authors
of America’s First Daughter comes the epic story
of Eliza Schuyler Hamilton—a revolutionary
woman who, like her new nation, struggled to
define herself in the wake of war, betrayal, and
tragedy. In this haunting, moving, and beautifully
written novel, Dray and Kamoie used thousands
of letters and original sources to tell Eliza’s story
as it’s never been told before—not just as the
wronged wife at the center of a political sex
scandal—but also as a founding mother who
shaped an American legacy in her own right.

All are welcome to join any
or all studies.
Invite your family, friends,
and neighbors.

Join us Thursday, July 23rd at 10AM either in the
Nurturing Ministry Room or if COVID restrictions
are still in place, a Zoom meeting.

Tuesday Book Group:

August: No Meeting

Classes have been suspended until the COVID-19
restrictions have been cleared.

Seize The Day
by Joyce Meyer
Living on purpose and making every day.
We meet Tuesdays @ 10:00 am in the Nurturing
Ministries Room. All are welcomed to attend.
Contact Linda Hoffman for information. (458-2248 or
lmhoffman@rochester.rr.com

September Selection: Becoming Mrs. Lewis by
Pattie Callahan
Dinner & Devotions:
We will be recessing after
June 17th until Fall 2020.

New Summer ZOOM Study, starting 6/29!
I Am A Church Member: Discovering the Attitude that Makes the Difference
By Thom S. Rainer
Join us as we discover or rediscover the joy of church membership. This is a study for both
members and nonmembers.. Zoom meetings are Mondays from 6:30-7:30PM. Contact Debbie
Babbage atdbabbage@rochester.rr.com, Subject: Summer Book Study, to sign up. Books are $5 and can be
ordered through Christianbook.com.
6/29: Intro. & Chapter 1—I Will Be a Functioning Church Member
7/6: Chapter 2—I Will Be a Unifying Church Member
7/12: Chapter 3—I Will Not Let My Church Be about My Preferences and Desires
7/19: Chapter 4—I Will Pray for My Church Leaders
7/28: Chapter 5—I Will Lead My Family to Be Healthy Church Members
8/2: Chapter 6—I Will Treasure Church Membership as a Gift

Thoughts from Lisa Kostyshak
Sharing an Article…
https://www.kuow.org/stories/a-letter-to-her-white-friends-on-their-blm-memes
Mellina White and her father Melvin White pose for a photo at a wedding on Feb. 9, 2020 in Miami,
Florida.
From Mellina: "This week my dad fixed two bathroom sinks, resowed his grass, played in the pool with his
6-year-old granddaughter and rocked his newborn granddaughter to sleep. But you know what else my
dad did recently? He had the cops called on him for standing on the sidewalk. Literally. Waiting for someone to pick him up. This wasn't his first unnecessary interaction with law enforcement."
CREDIT: MELLINA WHITE

Attention white people: Your #BLM memes are not enough, by Mellina White
JUN 01, 202 0 at 4:15 PM

Biracial lesbian Mellina White has a few things to say to her good liberal white friends in Seattle.
This is an unsolicited letter to my white friends regarding Ahmaud, Christian, George, and the countless other black folks you will never
hear about. I'm black, white, and Hispanic. I grew up in Florida. I'm a lesbian. I also enjoy fancy cocktails and late-night live jazz.
I hate that I need to lead with my identities, but the state of our nation warrants it.
A few months ago, I ran an errand at Southcenter Mall. As I walked back to my car, a man in a pickup truck blocked my car and rolled
down his window to get my attention. I looked at him and he yelled, "f---ing fa--ot," and drove off. I shrugged my shoulders and got in my
car. Why let him ruin my day? And also, it's not like I haven't heard that one before. On numerous occasions, I have been called a fa--ot,
dy-e, n---er, half-breed, and zebra by random strangers, so-called friends, and coworkers. I have gone to a fancy clothing shop and had
the employee ask if I was shopping for a court date. I have gone to a car dealership to have a man refuse to give me a test drive. I have
been randomly selected for additional screenings at the airport so many times that it is now part of my travel schedule.
I am a data person. I understand research shows that incidents like those involving Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, and George Floyd
are extremely rare. However, that is not the point. It's not the reason for the protests, exhaustion, or anger. While I am fully aware that a
bolt of lightning is more likely to take me out than the hands of a cop or vigilante neighbor, I also know that I walk through the world as a
minority poster child because I’m an "other" in so many ways--black and Hispanic, lesbian and libertarian. I even grew up in a religious
minority! I can't avoid this no matter how hard I try. I can't just be a person.

If you are disillusioned with the protests, the anger, the Black Lives Matter movement or are more concerned about looting than people,
please know that the stories and people who make the news represent a tiny fraction of what all minorities face daily. Modern-day
racism has the face of Covid-19. It is silent and invisible, yet deadly. It is taxing on some communities and almost non-exist in others. If it
doesn't impact your family, you might even suggest it's a hoax. But racism is very real. And it chips away at lives so slowly, our society
doesn't take notice. Until now.
It's been a rough year. I know you mean well. But the fever pitch that we have reached compels me to share my thoughts with you on
your online “activism.” Over the past few weeks, I have seen countless memes, videos, and posts about race on your social media pages.
Instructions on how we should educate ourselves. Endless explanations of white privilege. Book recommendations about race. Criticism
of other white people who use phrases you perceive as oppressive. Images that simply say BLACK LIVES MATTER. The list goes on and on.
However, I can't help but notice some glaring omissions. For instance, pictures of you hanging out with your friends of color. You out and
about enjoying different cultures in real life. You actually physically connecting with human beings who are different than you regularly in
your life. I never see those posts. I know what you're thinking right now. You have black friends! You just don't parade them on your social media posts! And to be fair, I don't know your real life. But seriously, do you actually have any black friends?
One of the catalysts for me writing this letter was sparked by navigating the social aftermath of the killing of Ahmaud Arbery. I witnessed
many white people angry, frustrated, and hopeless while trapped in their homes, trying to make sense of yet another killing of a young
black man. I reached out to some, offering myself up as that POC friend to engage in an "uncomfortable conversation" that might help us
all find answers and take meaningful action. The response from many was positive and supportive. But then, the conversation took a
turn. It wasn't long before I felt drowned out by white voices volunteering to help "facilitate" these uncomfortable conversations. What
was the catch? The conversations had to be only through their methods for fear that I might be harmed otherwise. Harmed? By a
conversation? At that moment, I realized that while so many white people were coming from a place of sincerity, they ironically espoused
the same viewpoints as the white southerners they often love to criticize.
I realized that many white progressives view people like me as marginalized, weak, and in need of protection simply because of my race.
Without even knowing me or my life experience how could you ever reach that conclusion? Without actually picking up the phone and
having a conversation with me, how could you know what I can handle?

I started to wonder how many of these white people dominating online conversations about equity actually had a real-life black friend.
Modern-day racism has the face of COVID-19. It is silent and invisible, yet deadly. It is taxing on some communities and almost nonexist in others. If it doesn't impact your family, you might even suggest it's a hoax.
And for the record, if we are going to generalize black people in such a broad sense, I would argue that African-Americans are the most
resilient group in America. How could we not be after enduring hundreds of years of oppression? And if you don't believe me, have a
conversation with a southern black auntie. She'll set you straight. If you don't know any, I've got a few I'd love to introduce you to.
Make a friend.
I realized that a number of you, individuals with good intentions, actually perceive yourself as an authority on these issues because you
read books by Robin DiAngelo (no offense, but she's white) or Shelly Tochluk (also white), or took a weekend course on "anti-racism"
taught by a well-respected (and white) professor.
Pause for a moment and listen. Taking "action" is not sharing the same post everyone else in your echo chamber is sharing. It's getting
out of your comfort zone and learning about people different than you in real life.
It even means listening with an open mind to people of color who may not align with your political views. These actions break down
barriers and change our society for the better. I get it, we're in quarantine right now. You can't do anything in real life. But this behavior
has been happening forever. What you need to understand is that these issues cannot be taught in a classroom. How can you expect to
participate in real human empathy without connection with an actual person who has had that personal experience?
When I was living in the Miami area in the early aughts, it was not easy being gay. A colleague of mine, whom I worked with daily, made
it very clear she did not approve of homosexuals. Even though she was my age, we grew up in different cultures. I did not treat her any
differently or try to change her mind about me. I was just Mellina. By the time my company sent me to Seattle, she and I were very
good friends and she expressed how wrong she was before. She even began to bring other gay folks into her circle. Our personal
relationship changed her heart for good. It's an understanding you'll never earn with a meme, book, or video. This is just one of the
countless stories I can share from my life and I hope to have many more in the future.
Again, it all starts with friendship. But how do I find friends of color once Seattle reopens, you ask? Make an effort! Show up to
community events happening in your more diverse neighborhoods like Africatown and Columbia City. Seek out dance parties
like SLAY that give you the chance to engage with every minority in one night! Think about how you earned all of those white friends
you have and DO THE SAME EXACT THING to find POC friends. We're just people, too. If all else fails, email me to go out for a drink. I
will hang out with anyone for free cocktails.
I know what you're wondering. What if you show up to one of these events and you're the only white person there? Excellent! That is a
feeling shared all too often by members of the African-American community. All it means is more people are likely to talk to you since
you will stand out and you will make even more black friends. Score.
All kidding aside, while these actions may seem tiny, they deliver huge results. Results that will change your perspective about the black
man birdwatching at the park or jogging in your neighborhood. Use THIS moment as an opportunity to expand your circle. Real societal
change starts with humans connecting and treating each other as individuals, not categories of identity.

Mellina White is the founder of The Seattle Conservative. In addition to politics, Mellina also writes about culture and
LGBTQ style. She is a contributor to DapperQ, the popular queer style community, and in 2015 she made their Top 100 Most
Stylish list. Mellina is a member of KUOW's Curiosity Club and has been a featured debater at two of KUOW's That's
Debateable! programs. She lives in Seattle. If you'd like to take her up on her offer of a cocktail and a "courageous
conversation," you can email her at themellinawhite@gmail.com. You can find her on Instagram at @mellinawhite.

Congregational Share Page
This page is devoted for the purpose of sharing ideas, recipes, book reviews, notes of
encouragement, etc. It’s an opportunity to reach out to all who read our newsletters,
especially during the present COVID-19 restrictions. Our plan is to continue this
section well after the restrictions are lifted. If you would like to share something on
this page, please email Debbie Babbage at dbabbage@rochester.rr.com.
New Location for HEART TO HEART
and "WE CARE" CARD MINISTRY List
The list has been moved to the table
where the cards are located in the Commons area across
from the stairs leading to Fellowship Hall. The list
containing addresses is a combination of both our Heart to
Heart members and those recently undergoing health
challenges. New names for either listing should be given to
Gale Huber (247-3464).
Remember, the church is currently open every morning
from 8:00 until noon if you wish to stop in and pick up a
card or donate food. Thank you.

Here is photo of a note that
Karen Pearson wrote to all
our Atria Bible Study
residents + a “lift-yourspirits-quote bookmark & a
little chocolate. She
delivered the envelopes
June 10th. It’s been 13
weeks since they were
there, so she hoped the
residents did not forget
them! (The bookmarks
have a different scripture
on each side & there are a total of 10 different

Letter of Gratitude:
Congregational Updates:
Passing:
John Stevens

5/15/2020

New Address & Phone Numbers:
John Dunn
Melissa Dunn
Cameron Theile
New Email Update:
Walt & Cathy Magans
New Phone Update:
Faye Frederick
THIS INFORMATION IS NOT AVAILABLE FOR WEB
EDITION. You will have to contact the office.

Thanks for the lovely notes and telephone calls after my
hospital visit and during my recovery. I really appreciated
your prayers and concerns. It’s so nice knowing I have so
many friends thinking of me.

God Bless,
Vera Wallman

Letter of Gratitude:
Mere words cannot express how grateful our
family is for all the prayers and cards during
Sarah’s medical crisis and surgery.
Our church family is amazing.
Each one of you is a blessing from
God.
Thank you for surrounding us
with your love.
The Babbage Family

Puzzle Sharing
I love puzzles and during this stay at home mandate, I realized I have a lot of 1000 piece puzzles that I can
share. If you are interested in borrowing a puzzle, please email at dbabbage@rochester.rr.com, with Puzzle
Sharing in subject line. We can make arrangements for pick up and drop off.
Debbie Babbage

Liturgists:

July Birthdays
Schedule TBA

Projectionists:
Cheryl Sheldon first Sunday back

THIS INFORMATION IS NOT
AVAILABLE FOR WEB EDITION.
You will have to contact the office.

Rest of the schedule TBA.
July Anniversaries

Nursery:
Schedule TBA

THIS INFORMATION IS NOT AVAILABLE FOR
WEB EDITION. You will have to contact the office.

Children’s Church:
Children’s Church will resume in September

Greeters:
Schedule TBA

The Worship Committee is looking for people who want to
aid their fellow worshipers each Sunday. See
below how you may help enrich our worship
time:
•

Communion Stewart:
Schedule TBA

•

•
•

Ushers:

Schedule TBA

•
•

Counters: Mondays

•

7/13 & 7/20: Earle Ridley, Sue Hogeman, Barb Mertz

•

7/6: Bill & Barb Brado, Dick Hamblin
7/27: Sandra Konarski, Glenn Jonantgen, Chris Collins

Altar Guild: Contact Kathy Murray at
kathykearnsmurray@gmail.com
Communion Stewards: Contact Mary VandeLogt at
mevandelogt@gmail.com
Liturgists: Contact Tom Klingenberger at
tklingen@rochester.rr.com
Ushers: Contact Tom Hinterman in person, or
Hinterman.Tom7@Gmail.com
Nursery, Children’s Church, Greeters: Contact Debbie
Babbage at dbabbage@rochester.rr.com
Projectionists: Contact Lisa Kostyshak at
lkostyshak@gmail.com
Choir: Contact Sharon Neary, choir director at
sharonlneary@gmail.com
Praise Band: Contact Ed Klingenberger at
edk@rochester.rr.com

July 2020 as of 6/15th.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Continue to keep yourself up to date on cancellations/
postponements due to the COVID-19 restrictions.
Information can be found on our website, Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram. All book studies, committee
meetings, UMW, Salem, and music practices are suspended
until restrictions are lifted. If the leaders are conducting
Zoom meetings, they will contact you through e-mail with
links.
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Please see Website for Updates.

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

AA 12PM

Atria Sr Bible
Study
10:30 AM to
11:30 AM

AA 12PM

Independence
Day

Women's AA
11AM

Creative Hands
1:15 PM
AA 7:30 PM

Boy Scouts 7PM

6

7

8

9

10

11

AA 12PM

Tuesday Book
Study
10AM

AA 12PM

Atria Sr Bible
Study
10:30 AM to
11:30 AM

AA 12PM

Emmaus
Gathering
8:30 AM

Silver Squares
Square Dancers
12:30 PM

Women's AA
11AM

Victory AA 6PM
ZOOM Book
Study 6:30PM

Creative Hands
1:15 PM
AA 7:30 PM

Boy Scouts 7PM

12

13

14

15

16

17

Trustees 10AM

AA 12PM

Tuesday Book
Study
10AM

Newsletter
Deadline Today

Atria Sr Bible
Study
10:30 AM to
11:30 AM

AA 12PM

Silver Squares
Square Dancers
12:30 PM

AA 12PM

SPRC 7PM

Women's AA
11AM

Victory AA 6PM
ZOOM Book
Study 6:30PM

20

26

21

Silver Squares
Square Dancers
12:30 PM

Tuesday Book
Study
10AM

Victory AA 6PM

Finance Committee
7PM
28

Widow/Widower MS Society Sup- Tuesday Book
Group 2PM
port Group
Study
10:30
AM
10AM
GS Service Unit
6PM

AA 12PM
Silver Squares
Square Dancers
12:30 PM
Victory AA 6PM

ZOOM Book
Study 6:30PM

Creative Hands
1:15 PM
AA 7:30 PM

Boy Scouts 7PM
22

Newsletter Crew Salem Nutrition AA 12PM
11AM
Center
9AM
AA 12PM

ZOOM Book
Study 6:30PM
27

18

Chicken BBQ
Drive Thru
4:30 PM

Miriam Circle
6:30 PM
19

Office Closed

Church Council
7:15 PM

23

24

Page Turners
10AM

AA 12PM

Atria Sr Bible
Study
10:30 AM to
11:30 AM

25

Creative Hands
1:15 PM
AA 7:30 PM

Women's AA
11AM
Boy Scouts 7PM
29

30

31

AA 12PM

Atria Sr Bible
Study
10:30 AM to
11:30 AM

AA 12PM

Women's AA
11AM
Boy Scouts 7PM

Creative Hands
1:15 PM
AA 7:30 PM
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