
Greece	United	Methodist	Church	

THE ENLIGHTENER 

Message from the Pastor:  

One of the leisure �me ac�vi�es that I have recently begun to enjoy is the art of bowl turning.  By this I 

mean the making of bowls from wood on a lathe, which turns the wood while I cut it with a gouge.   It is        

possible to make both beau�ful and useful objects in this way.   

I have taken a class in bowl turning through the adult con�nuing educa�on department of the           

Rush-Henrie"a school district.  I have had some success, and some failure.  Those of you who are friends with 

me on Facebook have seen the successes (3 bowls and a plate, so far).  Only family and others in the class have 

seen the failures.  It turns out it is incredibly easy to break a piece of wood, and send it flying off the lathe with 

a bit of ina"en�on or a misplaced tool.  And despite my best efforts, even when I shape it exactly as I wanted 

to, changes in condi�ons such as humidity can cause the bowl to warp and crack.   

 In the class, in the first lesson, we learn to turn bowls from green wood.  We are presented with a log, 

cut in half lengthwise.  We learn to cut it to an approximately round shape, mount it for turning on the lathe, 

and turn it to a very thick version of a bowl, which then has to be set aside to dry.  It takes months, during 

which the wood changes shape and some�mes color.  Some�mes it cracks or splits and the project is ruined.  

Some�mes it changes in an unexpected , but beau�ful way. A/er it has dried, it can be reworked to its final, 

round, thin-walled bowl shape. 

I have also now made bowls from very expensive wood carefully chosen from a store (unfortunately 

one of the failures), from an old, spalted [par�ally decayed] log, from a piece of wood that was a gi/ from my 

brother, and from an old piece of lumber that has been wai�ng for years for the right project to come along.  I 

now find myself searching wood piles with a new eye for “just the right piece.”  Every piece of wood is unique. 

Why do I share this with you?  

I think it is because this new leisure ac�vity is a lot like being a pastor.  We work with the material that 

we are presented with; we do what we can with it, and we have some success and some failure.  It is incredibly 

easy to break something because of ina"en�on or a misplaced tool.  Some�mes we have to begin a work, and 

set it aside for a �me, and come back to it later.  Some�mes we are able to bring out the God-given gi/s in 

someone who has been wai�ng years to be ac�ve in ministry.   Another �me, a person will volunteer who is a 

gi/ of God to the ministry of the church.   Each person we serve is unique, with different characteris�cs.   

Some�mes our great expecta�ons don’t work out; some�mes God works in unexpected and beau�ful ways to 

bring about wonderful works.   I know that God works in me and through me to accomplish things that I could 

never do on my own.  God is able to take the best that is in me and with skill and crea�vity, make me even 

more beau�ful and useful.  

May God con�nue to work in us and among us to accomplish new and wonderful, 

beau�ful and useful ministries.   

 

In Christ’s love, 

 

Pastor Ma" Stengel 

 
July 2015 
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Worship Schedule for July :  
Summer Worship Service - 10:00am 

What follows are the Lectionary Readings for each 
Sunday.  Each week, the theme of the services will 
usually emerge from one of the prescribed readings (often the  
Gospel). We invite you to read through the lessons prior to Sunday 
morning. It can be a healthy discipline and enhance the experience 
of worship. 
 
7/5:  2 Samuel 5:1-5,9-10 Psalm 48 
  2 Corinthians 12:2-10 Mark 6:1-13 
  
7/12: 2 Samuel 6, 1-5,12b-19 Psalm 24 
  Ephesians 1:3-14 Mark 6: 14-29 
 
7/19: 2 Samuel 7:1-14a Psalm 89:20-37 
  Ephesians 2:11-22 Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
 
7/26: 2 Samuel 11:1-15 Psalm 14 
  Ephesians 3:14-21 John 6:1-21 
 

A PRAYER CHAIN REMINDER: We have an ac�ve prayer chain, both 

through e-mails and phone. You’re invited to be part of 

that; just call Bill and Gail Mason at 453-9038.  Also, if 

you have a prayer concern of any kind that you want 

to share,  contact Bill and Gail at the  number above or by e-mail 

at wmason@rochester.rr.com. We only send out prayer concerns 

when we receive direct requests.  

Altar Flowers: If you would like a formal arrangement 

placed in honor/memory of a loved one, call  

Be8y LaMonica.  Arrangements are $25.   

 

Anniversary Ministry:  Please contact me of your 

special day at dham1@rochester.rr.com             

Thank you, Dick Hamblin 

 

Birthday Ministry: We would love to recognize your 

special day.  Please e-mail the office to let us know if 

your birthday is not on our calendar.                  

greeceumc@fron�ernet.net 

Deadline for all newsle8er ar�cles is the 15th of each 

month by 12:00pm.  Please e-mail to Deb Babbage at 

dbabbage@rochester.rr.com.   Thank you. 

Salem Nutritional Center 
New Day!!! Monday, July 13th  

9:00am—2:00pm 
Please join us for a  
morning of serving. 

 
 

 

Donations Needed: 
 40 cans of Tuna 
 5 Jars of Mayo 
 5 Pies 
 Plastic Shopping Bags 



Thoughts from Deacon Dee for Summer Pondering:  

 I plan to continue Ministry at Greece UMC for the future! Wahoo!!!  

 

… But after July 1, I will only be able to serve Greece UMC up to 25 hours a week. This will change what I can offer 

with my time in ministry with GUMC. I plan to seek non-Church employment to pay the bills. My time and ministry here will be 

on a give and take basis. Some parts of the church year require full time involvement (retreats/ mission trips) so other times I 

will be less than half time. I will be around most Sundays. My days off will be Monday and Friday. I will be working some day 

hours but mostly nights and weekends, as most Nurture Ministry activity happens then. 

 

Sunday: 5 hours per week 

• Worship preparation and presence 

• Youth Sunday Group 

• Worship presence 

• Fellowship/communication with congregation 

• Confirmation every other week 
 

Small Group Ministry: 

  Small Group Studies: 

• Bible Study – Grand Sweep, Dinner & Devotions   

• Soho’s , Atria, Salem Nutrition Center 

• Youth Events: Sunday morning Youth Group  + Lock-ins  

Confirmation  

District/Conference Youth Activities  -2x per year District and 2x year Conference Youth Gatherings 

Planning Ministry:  Small Group Studies 

• Bible Studies – 2 hours/week (prep for monthly class)/Advent – recruit leaders, plan study, guide leaders(10+ hours per 

season) /Lent – recruit leaders, plan study, guide leaders (15+ hours per season) 

• Periodic/Short-term – recruit leaders, plan study, guide leaders (3 - 8 hours per study, depending on       

      size/length of study & who is leading) 

• Sunday School planning/prep (1 hour/month)/Education Planning Meeting (2 hours/month) 

• Coordinating Nurturing Ministries (1.5 hours/month) 

• Hospitality Coordinator – coordinating, but not actively doing. If volunteers drop out, things will not happen. 2 hours per 

month 

Administrative Meetings:  

• SPRC (2 hours/month), Church Council (2+ hours every other month), Administration,   

• Staff Meeting (2 - 4 hours/month) 

Communication: 

• Article for newsletter (2  hours/month), Web Site (1 - 3 hours/month), Signage (2 - 4 hours/month), Advertisement   

      flyers created/printed/posted throughout the interior of the church, Outside sign – defining the content, but not    

      implementing the sign outside. 

• Phone calls with congregation - Related to nurturing events. Texting with congregation for communication. 

 Promote various programs (local, district, conference, and beyond). 

• Camping programs, Workshops, Leadership development, Spiritual Formation, International Youth Gatherings,   

      Mission work/trips, Outreach Ministry team, Others as they come up… 

Counseling: 1 – 5 hours per month – varies greatly 

Safe Sanctuary Compliance Office: 3 – 6 hours per year 

Mission Trips:    Nicaragua   8 days if youth go  Summer Mission Trip 7 days 

Weddings for church members      6 – 10 hours per wedding 

Funerals for church members        2 – 4 hours per funeral 

I will supplement my income with catering, dog/house sitting, painting rooms, Call me…  Also substitute   

teaching and consulting will help use my gifts …                Peace be with You!   Deacon Dee 



 

STEWARDSHIP  

 I put off writing this article for the newsletter—didn’t do one last month. It seems 
there is only so much I can think of to say about stewardship and its importance in the life of the 
church. I’m glad I did put it off. At this Sunday’s service (June 14th), we heard an excellent talk from 
Tom Klingenberger who filled in while Pastor Matt was on vacation. What I heard (I’m sure we all 
remember what we hear differently), Tom stressed the importance of planting a seed. We may not 
know what happens from that planting, but what we do know is that something will. We don’t have to 
understand what it takes to make that seed become productive, just know that it will.  

 Our stewardship involves just that – planting seeds through our giving of our time, talent and 
treasures. Time, talent or treasures spent at or for Salem Nutrition Center helps provide meals for 
needy families. Time, talent, treasures spent on a Habitat House provides a home for a deserving 
family while helping turn around a blighted part of the City. Time, talent, treasures spent                
volunteering for activities and on committees in the life of the church help us grow in many ways. A 
warm greeting to someone coming to church on Sunday may be just what they need to get past 
problems in their lives. Sharing a few minutes with a visitor may be just what it takes to gain a new 
member. I could go on, but I think you get the picture. 

 Thanks Tom for your meaningful talk. The seed you planted helped me get an idea of what I 
wanted to say today. Our willingness to plant seeds of love may not seem to mean much since we 
don’t always see the results, but we can be confident that through God’s grace, they do have a   
positive effect on our community.  

Bill Mason 

The church is now accep�ng applica�ons for the Financial Secretary posi�on. 

This is one of the most important and sensi�ve offices in the church.   

The Financial Secretary is responsible for: 

• Overseeing all aspects of the Sunday offering count. 

• Promptly deposi�ng cash from offerings in the bank in accordance with procedures, and giving a record of each 

deposit to the Treasurer. 

• Keeping records of contribu�ons. 

Candidates should have these gi"s:  

• The ability to relate well with others 

• Dependability 

• Tact and courtesy 

• Confiden�ality 

• Detail orienta�on 

• Honesty 

• General computer skills -- word processing, E-mail, spreadsheets 

• Counter experience is a plus 

• Bookkeeping experience is a plus 

This posi�on is a personal stewardship that carries a small s�pend/salary. The commitment would be for a limited 

term (like three years).  It could be shared by two people. 

Contact Rev. Stengel, Jackie Sagona or Tom Hinterman. 



Widows and Widowers Group: 

The group will not be meeting 
for July, and August.  Next  

meeting will be in September.  

New Grief Forum/Parental Loss  

This group will not be meeting 
for July and August.  Next 
meeting will be in September. 

A HEART TO HEART MINISTRY TEAM UPDATE.....            

 (Contacts with our Home-Bound Members) 

  

If you have not had the opportunity to read the Heart to Heart article which appeared in the June 
issue of the Enlightener, please do so before reading this for background information. 

  

The current plans are to have a complete up-to-date list of our home-bound members as well as those in care facilities 
available by the end of June so that new visitations and/or phone contacts can commence starting in July.   Additional 
people are needed to volunteer, and you may do that by signing the Heart to Heart Sign-Up sheet in the Commons area 
or contacting Gale Huber at 247-3464.  A huge thank you to our members currently visiting. 

  

If you know of a member who is not on our list of home-bound or in care facilities,  please let us know who they are and 
how to reach them, if you have that information.  That list has been incorporated into the Sign-Up Sheet in the Common 
area. 

 

Men are encouraged to sign-up as well as couples.  If you feel this is a worthwhile ministry but also have a reluctance in 
visiting someone you do not know,  I will be glad to go with you for your first visit.  Call Gale Huber at 247-3474 with any 
questions or concerns. 

Women’s Retreat at Camp Ashbury: 

Lakeside Escape: Finding Balance 

August 23rd—25th 

Are you a woman being pulled in every direc�on? Are you trying to please everyone? Using Kimberly      

Dunnam Reisman’s book, The Christ-Centered Woman, Rev. Mary Mar�n and Rev. Dee Finch will help you 

keep your rela�onship with God focused in the midst of everyday living. Bring a friend and make some new 

ones as we grow together through the discussion sessions, worship, and   ac�vi�es such as swimming, 

boa�ng, hiking, relaxing, and enjoying a treat in our 1950’s style Snack Shack. 

 

Cost: $150 mul�ple occupancy, $200 single occupancy 

Cost: $70 Commuter (2 nights, linens, 6 meals, and programming) 

$50 Deposit with registra�on 

See Deacon Dee for more informa�on. 

Chicken BBQ Drive Thru: July 16th 4:30—sell-out 

Proceeds will go to the general fund 

suppor�ng the ministries of GUMC.   

Volunteers are needed for cooking, 

seQng up, serving, and clean-up.   

If you are available to help, please   

contact Deacon Dee. 



Page Turners Monthly Book Club: 

The Flight of the Sparrow 
By Amy Belding Brown 

 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, 1676. Even before Mary         
Rowlandson was captured by Indians on a winter day of      
violence and terror, she sometimes found herself in conflict 
with her rigid Puritan community. Now, her home destroyed, 
her children lost to her, she has been sold into the service of a 
powerful woman tribal leader, made a pawn in the ongoing 
bloody struggle between English settlers and native people. 
Battling cold, hunger, and exhaustion, Mary witnesses         
harrowing brutality but also unexpected kindness. To her   
confused surprise, she is drawn to her captors’ open and 
straightforward way of life, a feeling further complicated by 
her attraction to a generous, protective English-speaking      
native known as James Printer. All her life, Mary has been 
taught to fear God, submit to her husband, and abhor Indians. 
Now, having lived on the other side of the forest, she begins to 
question the edicts that have guided her, torn between the life 
she knew and the wisdom the natives have shown her. 

Based on the compelling true narrative of Mary Rowlandson, 
Flight of the Sparrow is an evocative tale that transports the 
reader to a little-known time in early America and explores the 
real meanings of freedom, faith, and acceptance 
 
Please join us Thursday, July 23rd at 10:00am in the    
Kerrison Room as we discuss this month’s novel. Everyone 
is invited.  Bring your friends.   

Bagel and Book Study:    

 

The Book and Bagel Study Group will not be mee�ng in 

July and August.  Look for a new book in 

September. 

 

Enjoy your summer! 

 
Group meets Wednesday  

@ 9:30-11:00am 
Soho’s Bagel Café,  Stone Ridge Plaza 

Tuesday Book Group:  

 

A Women’s Wisdom: How the Book of 

Proverbs Speaks Everything 

by Lydia Brownback  

 

Author and speaker Lydia Brownback  

teaches women about true wisdom through 

the prac�cal wisdom found in the book of 

Proverbs. 

 

All are welcome to this group which meets 

on Tuesday mornings at  

10:00am in Room 9.  
For books or if you have ques�ons, contact: 

Linda Hoffman, facilitator 

lmhoffman@rochester.rr.com 

Dinner and Devotion with Dee and Deb 

Let’s come together to break bread and reflect on God’s 

presence in our lives.  Dee and Deb will provide a soup 

and salad dinner, along with some treats.    

We will not be meeting for July and 

August. Our next meeting is      

Wednesday, September 9th. 

Grand	Sweep	Bible	Study	

Ever	want	to	read	the	Bible	cover	

to	cover	and	could	not	do	it?	360	

days	in	the	Bible	with	a	source	

written	to	guide	you	along	and	a	

monthly	discussion	group	to	make	

sense	of	it	all.	

Would	you	make	a	commitment	to	read	and	

re lect	on	the	Bible	and	be	part	of	discussion	

once	a	month?	

Contact	Deacon	Dee	if	interested.	

Next	Meeting:		Monday,	July	6th,	7-9pm	

All Church Read Update 2015 

Calling for sugges�ons to this year’s          

All Church Read selec�on.   

We are looking for a Chris�an base book for 

this year’s pot-luck and discussion event.  

Deadline for sugges�ons is July 10th so that 

we have �me to choose and announce for 

the August newsle"er.  Potluck and           

discussion will be end of October—early in 

November.     

Please contact Deb Babbage at                

dbabbage @rochester.rr.com with your  

sugges�ons. There will a sugges�on box in 

King commons, too. 



GREECE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 
Next Executive Committee Meeting: August 31, 2015, at 7:00 p.m.  Room 9. 
 Linda Hoffman, President. 
 Agenda item:  review unit rules. 

 (No Executive Committee Meetings in July.) 
 
Next Circle Meetings: Miriam: Monday, Sept. 14th  
    Ruth:  Tuesday, Sept. 8th 
      Details next month. 
 
Genesee Valley District Annual Meeting: September 19th, 2015. 
 
 We will meet at the Rush U.M.C.  The program will be “Purpose Driven Women”. 
 Rev. Dr. Cathy Stengel will be our guest speaker.  Please save the date! 
 
Reading Program Reminder:  Please submit your reading list by August 15th. 
 

Make sure your name and the name of your church is on the list. 
- List the books that you have read under their categories. 
- Write down the number of your plan. 
- Put the list in the UMW box at church or send to: 

Phyllis Miller, 49 Grecian Parkway, Rochester, NY  14626 
 

Church Women United: 
 

The CWU office will be closed from Friday, June 29th through Tuesday September 7, 2015. 
 

Did You Know: 
 

 that plans are well underway for the formation of a new UMW unit at the Korean UMC in Penfield?  There 
are approximately 25 prospective members.  District Vice-President Gale Huber and District Treasurer    
Arlene Martin, along with District President Alice Anderson, have met with the president and secretary.  
These two ladies are very enthusiastic about being involved in the UMW and sharing in our mission. 

 
 

 

July Shelf Adop�on Program 

Many churches in our community are     

helping the food shelf by adop�ng a          

par�cular food item to help  stock the shelves.  For July 

Greece United Methodist has decided that we will “adopt” 

pasta and sauce.  Please help us each week by bringing 

your dona�on.  Each Monday we will take our dona�ons to 

the food shelf.   

Summer Mission Trip 

July 25th-August 1st 

 

We are joining Elma UMC on a trip to 

Kentucky.  Adults and youth are invited 

to join in an experience of helping      

others.  Commitment �me is now.  Cost 

is $300.00.  Serve and love one another 

as we venture to the unknown at       

Henderson SeHlement.   



 

 
 
 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
 

 

 

 87 Orange St. is well underway as you can see from the pictures above; yes, that’s Chris Collins and Al 

Royter working with Gene Ligtenberg from Aldersgate UMC. We s�ll need your support through dona�ons 

and volunteer efforts. Eight churches have now raised slightly over 2/3 of the $65,000 it takes to sponsor a 

home. We also need volunteers to work on the house, our 6
th

 in the City of Rochester. 

 Consider a dona�on to help underwrite the cost. $65 underwrites the cost of a square foot, $20 a 

porch light, mailbox or doorbell, $40 a ladder or landscaping, $100 a square of shingles or siding, $150 small 

windows or doors, $200 a trim package or large window, $500 a HVAC system, $1,000 a light post. Priceless…

your volunteer �me.  

 Plan on volunteering to work on the house. There will con�nue to be construc�on opportuni�es 

through comple�on – NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! You will be trained by competent construc�on supervi-

sors on the task for the day (s) you work. It’s a rewarding empowering experience for both men and women. 

Work will begin in spring 2015. You can sign up directly on line at www.rochesterhabitat.org and go to the 

volunteer prompt.  

If you have any ques�ons call Bill Mason at 453-9038, or e-mail at wmason@rochester.rr.com.  

 

Please tear off the coupon below and return it to the church office or place it in the collec�on plate: 

===================================================================================== 

GREECE CHURCHES HABITAT PROJECT – 2014-15 

Yes, I want to help by: 

1. Making a dona�on of   $__________- payable to Greece UMC and marked for the Habitat Project. 

2. ____I plan on volunteering to work on the construc�on of the home. 

 

Note: If you want me to sign you up for work on the home, call Bill Mason at 453-9038. I’ll help in any 

other way I can, call me at ____________________. 

 

Signed: ____________________________   Env. #_______ Date: ___________ 

======================================================================================== 

By the way, I could use a backup to represent our church to the coali�on. If you’re interested 

let me know. Thanks for your ongoing support.  

 

Bill Mason 



Message from Outreach: 

Once upon a �me, there was an old man who used to go to the ocean to do his wri�ng. He had a habit of 

walking on the beach every morning before he began his work. Early one morning, he was walking along the 

shore a/er a big storm had passed and found the vast beach li"ered with starfish as far as the eye could see, 

stretching in both direc�ons.  

Off in the distance, the old man no�ced a small boy approaching.  As the boy walked, he paused every so 

o/en and as he grew closer, the man could see that he was occasionally bending down to pick up an object and 

throw it into the sea.  The boy came closer s�ll and the man called out, “Good morning!  May I ask what it is 

that you are doing?” 

The young boy paused, looked up, and replied, “Throwing starfish into the ocean. The �de has washed them up 

onto the beach and they can’t return to the sea by themselves,” the youth replied. “When the sun gets high, 

they will die, unless I throw them back into the water.” 

The old man replied, “But there must be tens of thousands of starfish on this beach. I’m afraid you won’t really 

be able to make much of a difference.” 

The boy bent down, picked up yet another starfish and threw it as far as he could into the ocean. Then he 

turned, smiled and said, “It made a difference to that one!” 

 

Everyone has the opportunity to make a contribu�on, no ma"er how small, and GUMC is right out there, 

”throwing starfish back,” making a difference to so many in our community. For example, our Undie Sunday  

dona�ons have made a huge impact on the elementary school nurses and children.  Echoing the words of other 

nurses, Judy Klein, RN at Autumn Lane, writes: “ . . . I hope you realize what a wonderful service you provide . . . 

. I bless you every �me I hand out undies (you get blessed o/en!).  Many thanks to your wonderful                   

congrega�on.” On May 31, our big green basket was filled with 10 packages (59 pairs) of undies!  We will      

combine these with the August 30 dona�ons, then deliver to six schools in September. 

 

And, speaking of September, we will start our school supplies collec�on (to be delivered mid-September) in mid

-August, so watch for those summer sale flyers! 

 

Specific CROP Walk news just in (via a thank-you note) from Joyce Farrokh, one of the organizers, shows GUMC 

logging in at fi/h place (out of ten) for raising $875, and third in the number of walkers (10). Of the $8,107 total, 

the Greece Food Shelf received $2,431.75!! And, speaking of food, Atria residents donated several boxes of 

canned goods to our food shelf! 

 

 One package of undies, one binder, one book bag, one “starfish” at a �me, GUMC is making a 

significant difference.  Thank you for your compassion, your caring, your generosity! 



Beach Balls and Decision Making 

Vicki Standhart 

The sixth session of the Upper New York Annual Conference began on Wednesday May, 27 bright and 

early at 8 am. Annual Conference began with clergy and laity sessions which included geQng to meet the 

candidates to be elected to General Conference and Jurisdic�onal Conference. Later on, Bishop Mark Webb 

led and gave a powerful message for the opening worship to begin our Holy Conferencing.  

 Wednesday through Saturday were filled with decisions to make as a conference as well as important 

events and ac�vi�es that have been and are happening in the Upper New York Conference. At this session, 

we as a conference tried a new way of discussion to talk about human sexuality and our acceptance as a 

church. Each delegate was assigned to a table of about nine to ten people to share and discuss our opinions 

in a confiden�al manner. We as a conference also decided who to send as our lay and clergy delegates to 

General Conference and Jurisdic�onal Conference. With great joy, five youth and young adults were elected 

among the twenty clergy and laity delegates chosen to represent our conference! Thursday morning, the 

conference was blessed to have young adult leaders leading the morning worship as it helps to remind the 

older genera�on that young people are the future of the church and they are most definitely the church of 

right now and it is important for them to be heard and accepted. Bishop Mark Webb requested that as a fun 

and energe�c break during the plenary sessions, the group of about forty youth equaliza�on members in 

a"endance blow up and toss around beach balls to get the blood flowing throughout the conference center. 

 Aside from the decision making, many members of the conference shared about the different          

ac�vi�es and missions happening in our own conference as well as the church as a whole. Such topics shared 

include the Africa 360 challenge and Stop Hunger Now. Africa 360 includes the pledge to raise money for the 

Imagine No Malaria campaign as well as the pledge to raise money for Africa University to grant scholarships 

to those in need. A"endees of Stop Hunger Now worked to measure ingredients to package thousands of 

meals to be sent all over the world. 

 The sixth session of Annual Conference of the Upper New York Conference was concluded on          

Saturday May, 30. Following the conclusion was the service of Ordina�on and Commissioning led by Bishop 

Webb where many were ordained and commissioned into ministry in the United Methodist Church. As part 

of the service, Bishop Webb concludes with a �me for those who feel called into ministry in any way to come 

forward and to pray with the clergy of the conference. This was a moving �me for all in the room as the spirit 

was surely moving through each and every person in the room. 

For more pictures, see pg. 13 



Thoughts from Co-Lay Leader Lisa Kostyshak: 
 
Three Very Short Stories from Tales of a Magic Monastery by Theophane the Monk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you given yourself completely to God? If not, what will it take? How long will y ou be 
chased? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What excuses do you have? Have you accepted the “swo rd” that God gives you to cut through 
your barriers? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you know the heart of God? Have you ever helped someone find the heart of God? 
 

What if church wasn't just a place to go, but something we do? 

Give yourself to God.  
Accept the sword he gives you.  
Help other people to do the same thing. 

Now 

I had just one desire – to give myself completely to God. So I headed for the monastery. An 
old monk asked me, “What is it you want?” 

I said, “I just want to give myself to God.” 
I expected him to be gentle, fatherly, but he shouted at me, “NOW!” I was stunned. He  

shouted again, “NOW!” Then he reached for a club and came after me. I turned and ran. He 
kept coming after me, brandishing his club and shouting “Now, Now.” 

That was years ago. He still follows me, wherever I go. Always that stick, always that 
“NOW!” 

Excuses 

“Why not?” that was the first thing he said. He had never seen me before. I hadn’t said a 
word. “Why not?” I knew he had me. 

I brought up excuses: “My wife… the people I have to work with … not enough time… I 
guess it’s my temperaments…” 

There was a sword hanging on the wall. He took it and gave it to me. “Here, with this 
sword, you can cut through any barriers.” I took it and slipped away without saying a word.  

Back in my room in the guesthouse I sat down and kept looking at that sword. I knew that 
what he said was true. 

But the next day I returned his sword. How can I live without my excuses? 

Together 

I thought it good fortune to go to the Magic Monastery for Christmas. But at the foot of the 
hill sat a blind beggar, and when I drew near to give him some money, I heard him ask, “Who 
will lead me into the heart of God?” 

I couldn’t go on. Who would lead him into the heart of God? 
I sat down in front of him. I took his hands. “Together,” I said. “Together we’ll go into the 

heart of God.” 



Congrega�on Updates  

Unknown Address: 

Bessie Boddery 

 

New Address: 

Walt and Cathy Magans Catherine Schultz 

 
 

Deborah Simmons 

 

Rik and Melissa Simpson  

 

Aaron Rapson  

 

 

New addresses are not available for web edi�on.  

Please contact the church office. 

 

 

 

 

Births: 

Ashley (Cleary) & Brian Kelley—Girl born on 

June 9th  

 

 

July Birthdays 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays are not available for web 

edi�on.  Please contact the church 

office for more informa�on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

July Anniversaries 

 

Anniversaries are not available for the 

web edi�on.  Please contact the church 

office for more informa�on. 

 

 
	

Finance Monthly Report: 
The numbers from April show an improvement as another successful Chicken BBQ added funds to the current  

expense.  As these will go on through the summer we can expect further improvement with our financial status. 

The April numbers show a minus $2,000 which is an improvement from the $6,000 in May.  We con�nue with  

other fund raisers including Ruby Tuesday’s, Carmines and Ambit.  All of these small steps are   

going to help us improve.  Par�cipa�on is the main ingredient for Success. 

Have a wonderful summer and keep up the pledges as you are doing now. 

Bill 

Fundraiser Updates 
Thank you to all who have helped in some way to make our fundraising successful.  These fundraisers 
help support our church and the many ministries we have to offer our community. 
 
April 19th: Chicken BBQ   Profit: $793.86 
May 17th: Evening of Enchantment Profit: $668.56 
May 31st: Chicken BBQ   Profit: $841.90 
 
SAVE THE DATES: 
Thursday, July 16th   Chicken BBQ  4:30—sell out 
Thursday, August 13th  Chicken BBQ  4:30—sell out 



Message from Outreach: 

Undie Sunday 

Sunday, August 30th  

Please bring in new packaged    

children’s underwear to give to our 

local schools for children in need.  

                   Thank you 

Le"er of Gra�tude: 

Each Sunday, a/er our church services, a team of 3 

people count our church collec�on, following the   

procedures in our Discipline.  Many return a/er 

a"ending their favorite church service.  

 

I would like to recognize these folks: 

Bill & Barb Brado 

Earl Ridley 

Sue Hogeman 

Judy Rushforth 

Tom & Karen Klingenberger 

Chris Collins 

Keith Kroon, Norma Rapini 

Melissa Dunn 

Cindy Lane 

Keineth Stone 

Sally Lepi 

Mary VandeLogt 

Kim & Chelsea Whi"emore  

 

Thank you, Dick Hamblin 

Anniversary Ministry: 

 

Wow! This year our longest married couple will be  

celebra�ng 73 years of marriage!!  This honor goes to 

Regina and Larry Parkins on December 13th. When 

Arlen and I co-chaired membership care, we wanted 

to honor all married couples who celebrated their   

anniversaries each month.  Regardless of the date in 

the month, we wanted to place flowers on the alter, 

star�ng with the first Sunday, when no one else was 

placing flowers in memory or honor of our church 

family.  The longest married couple would receive the 

flowers.  If the couple does not a"end the worship for 

that Sunday, I deliver the flowers to them at their 

home.  This ministry has been well received.  If your 

anniversary is not listed with the church office, please 

no�fy me at dham@rochester.rr.com. 

 

Thank you 

Dick  Hamblin 



The Worship CommiHee is looking for 

people who want to aid their fellow     

worshipers each Sunday.   See below how 

you may help enrich our worship �me: 

Altar Guild:  Members serve for a month to 

care for the chancel; filling the candles,     

hanging the paraments as required, and      

preparing for bap�sms. This work can be done 

any �me during the week, with the candles 

being checked between services. If you are 

interested, contact Phyl Ann Helmes.  

 

Communion Stewards: This is a once a month  

obliga�on (and most likely only a few �mes a 

year). If interested, contact Mary VandeLogt. 

 

Greeters: We are looking for people who 

would like to greet people 15 minutes  before 

9:00 and 11:00 Worship. Anyone can be a 

greeter, individuals, family groups, youth. If 

interested, contact Melissa Dunn.  

 

Ushers: Interested in serving your                 

congrega�on in a small but significant way? 

Why not become part of one of the ushering 

teams? Groups of four members serve for a 

month once or twice during the year. Contact 

Tom Hinterman in person, or                          

Hinterman.Tom7@Gmail.com 

Nursery: Sally Lepi, Nursery Coordinator is 

looking for people to help serve a week in the 

nursery during worship. Could you sign up?  

We need to be able to give people with young 

children the op�on during both 9 and 11am 

for childcare. 

Projec�onists: Lisa Kostyshak , coordinator, is 

looking for projec�onist for both the 9 and 11 

am services. Please contact her if interested.  

Nursery: 10:00 Summer Worship 
 
7/5:  Sally Lepi, Karen Ingle 
7/12: Debbie Symonds, Kali Iachetta 
7/19: Gale Huber, Barb Miroff 
7/26:  Kim & Chelsea Whittemore 

Projectionists: 10:00 Summer Worship 
 
7/5: Earle Ridley 
7/12: Jonathan Standhart 
7/19: Sarah Babbage 
7/26: Ellen White 

Ushers: 10:00 Summer Worship 
 

Bar Ingle, Earl Ridley, Janice Smith, Erich Ruppert, Sr. 

Liturgists: 10:00 Summer Worship 
 
7/5: -  
7/12: 
7/19: 
7/26: 

Greeters: 
 
7/5: 
7/12: 
7/19: 
7/26: 

Counters: 
 
7/5: Tom & Karen Klingenberger, Chris Collins 
7/12: Tom & Karen Klingenberger, Chris Collins 
7/19: Keith Kroon, Norma Rapini, Melissa Dunn 
7/26: Keith Kroon, Norma Rapini, Melissa Dunn 

TBA—schedule unavailable at 

newsleHer deadline 

TBA—schedule unavailable at 

newsleHer deadline 



July 2015—As of 6/15th 
Please see Website for updates 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed Thu  Fri  Sat 

      1 

AA 12:00 PM 

Guitar Lessons 
2:20 PM to 
8:00 PM 

2 

Atria Sr Bible 
Study 10:30 AM  

Women's AA 
11:00 AM 

3 

AA 12:00 PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 7:30 PM 

4 

5 

Carmine's       
Sunday church 
fundraiser 
8:00 AM to 12:00  

Summer           
Traditional     
Worship 
10:00 AM  

6 

AA 12:00 PM 

Silver Squares 
Square Dancers 
12:30 PM 

Guitar Lessons 
2:30 PM 

Grand Sweep Bi-
ble Study 
7PM - 9PM 

7 

Tuesday Book 
Study 10AM  

Guitar Lessons 
2:30 PM 

Carmine’s    
Fundraiser  

Education Team 
7:00 PM 

8 

AA 12:00 PM 

Guitar Lessons 
2:20 PM to 
8:00 PM 

9 

Atria Sr Bible 
Study 
10:30 AM  

Women's AA 
11:00 AM 

10 

AA 12:00 PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

Wedding Rehears-
al 
5:00 PM 

AA 
7:30 PM 

11 

Emmaus 
Gathering 
8:30 AM 

Wedding 
2:00 PM 

12 

Carmine's       
Sunday church 
fundraiser 
8:00 AM to 
12:00 PM 

Trustees meet-
ing10:00 AM  

Summer  Praise 
Worship 
10:00 AM  

13 

Salem Nutrition 
Center 
9:00 AM  

AA 12:00 PM 

Silver Squares 
Square Dancers 
12:30 PM 

Guitar Lessons 
2:30 PM 

14 

Tuesday Book 
Study 
10:00 AM  

Guitar Lessons 
2:30 PM 

SPRC 7:00 PM 

15 

Newsletter    
Deadline Today  

AA 12:00 PM 

Guitar Lessons 
2:20 PM to 
8:00 PM 

16 

Atria Sr Bible 
Study 
10:30 AM 

Women's AA 
11:00 AM 

Drive thru    
Chicken BBQ 
4:30PM 

17 

AA 12:00 PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 
7:30 PM 

18 



July 2015— As Of 6/15th  

Please See Website for Updates 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed Thu  Fri  Sat 

19 

Carmine's      
Sunday church 
fundraiser 
8:00 AM to 
12:00 PM 

Summer           
Traditional      
Worship 
10:00 AM  

 

20 

Newsletter Crew  

AA 12:00 PM 

Silver Squares 
Square Dancers 
12:30 PM 

Guitar Music      
Lessons 2:30 PM 

Ruby Tuesday 
Fundraiser 
4:30 PM 

21 

Tuesday Book 
Study 
10:00 AM  

Guitar Music Les-
sons 2:30 PM 

Finance Commit-
tee 
7:00 PM to 
8:00 PM 

22 

AA 12:00 PM 

Music Guitar     
Lessons 
2:20 PM to 
8:00 PM 

23 

Page Turners 
Book Group 
10:00 AM  

Atria Sr Bible 
Study 
10:30 AM  

Women's AA 
11:00 AM 

24 

AA 12:00 PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 7:30 PM 

25 

Summer 
Mission 
Trip  

26 

Summer Mission 
Trip  

Carmine's      
Sunday church 
fundraiser 
8:00 AM to 
12:00 PM 

Summer Praise 
Worship 
10:00 AM  

Girl Scout Service 
Unit Meeting 
6:00 PM 

27 

Summer Mission 
Trip  

MS Society Sup-
port Group 
10:30 AM  

AA 12:00 PM 

Silver Squares 
Square Dancers 
12:30 PM 

Guitar Music     
Lessons 2:30 PM 

28 

Summer Mission 
Trip  

Tuesday Book 
Study 10AM  

Guitar Music Les-
sons 2:30 PM 

 

29 

Summer Mission 
Trip  

AA 12:00 PM 

Music Guitar     
Lessons 
2:20 PM to 
8:00 PM 

30 

Summer Mission 
Trip  

Atria Sr Bible Study 
10:30 AM 

Women's AA 
11:00 AM 

31 

Summer Mission 
Trip  

AA 12:00 PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 7:30 PM 

 


