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For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare  

and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.  ( Jeremiah 29:11) 

 

 As we come to the end of a year and the beginning of a new one, we make plans.  Some of them are fairly 

definite plans, like the church budget, or our vaca�on schedule.  Others are a li�le more open-ended, like our 

New Year's Resolu�ons.  However, no ma�er how we go about making our plans, the words of the eighteenth-

century Sco&sh poet Robert Burns ring true – “The best-laid schemes of mice and men [o,en go astray]”.   No 

ma�er how carefully we plan, the plans seem to change or fall through.  So it is always a good idea to try and be 

resilient, to try to be ready to change our plans if necessary.   

 On the other hand, perhaps it is wise not to trust en�rely in our own skill in making our plans.  The prophet 

Jeremiah speaks God's word to his people:  "I know the plans I have for you…".  These were not intended to be 

words of warning, or words that would disrupt people's lives.  They were intended to be words of hope to a      

people in despair.   In our world it is easy to iden�fy with those people.  Many of the "prophets" of our �me are 

speaking scary words.  

Yet the words God spoke through Jeremiah are also spoken to us and our �me.  Jesus confirmed those 

words of hope in the midst of trouble as he spoke to his Disciples at their Last Supper together (see John chapters 

14-16).  Most important of all the assurances of that night was that God would always be with them through the 

Holy Spirit, and would con�nue to help them remember Jesus’ teachings, and know  the plans that God has for 

them (John 14:26). 

 Since God has plans for us, it is probably a good idea to do all that we can to be in touch with those plans.  

We do that in prayer, by asking God for guidance and listening for an answer.  We do that in study, by looking at 

how God's people have experienced God at work in their lives in the Bible and throughout Church history.  We do 

that in fellowship and sharing, by telling our experience of God and listening to the stories of others on the      

journey of life and faith with us.  We do that in thinking and medita�on, by engaging our minds and hearts to put 

all these together. 

 As we look forward to a new year, …as we make resolu�ons expressing our hopes for ourselves and those 

that we love… as we schedule, and budget, and lay out, and agendize our lives and our business… as we plan on 

the "macro" and the "micro" level… let's take �me to listen…to how God plans to "give us a future with hope." 

May God bless your New Year! 

In Christ's love, 

Pastor Ma� Stengel 
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A PRAYER CHAIN REMINDER: We have an ac�ve prayer 

chain, both through e-mails and phone. You’re invited 

to be part of that; just call Bill and Gail Mason at       

453-9038.  Also, if you have a prayer concern of any kind that 

you want to share,  contact Bill and Gail at the  number above or 

by e-mail at wmason@rochester.rr.com. We only send out     

prayer concerns when we receive direct requests.  

 

Altar Flowers: If you would like a formal arrangement 

placed in honor/memory of a loved one, contact  

Be8y LaMonica.  Arrangements are $25.   

 

Anniversary Ministry:  Please contact me of your 

special day at dham1@rochester.rr.com             

Thank you, Dick Hamblin 

 

Birthday Ministry: We would love to recognize your 

special day.  Please e-mail the office to let us know if 

your birthday is not on our calendar.                     

greeceumc@fron�ernet.net 

 

Deadline for all newsle8er ar�cles is the 15th of each 

month by 12:00pm.  Please e-mail to Deb Babbage at                                         

dbabbage@rochester.rr.com.   Thank you. 

Salem Nutritional Center 
Tuesday, January 19th 

9:00am—2:00pm 
Please join us for a  
morning of serving.  

Donations Needed: 
 40 cans of Tuna   
 5 Jars of Mayo 
 5 Pies   
 Plastic Shopping Bags 
 Empty Coffee Cans 
 
 
 
  
See Deacon Dee for details.  



Thoughts from Deacon Dee                                 

 People ask me "What sort of New Year’s Resolu�on should a Chris�an make?" 

 

Answer: The prac�ce of making New Year’s resolu�ons goes back over 3,000 years to the ancient Babylonians. 

There is just something about the start of a new year that gives us the feeling of a fresh start and a new beginning. 

In reality, there is no difference between December 31 and January 1. Nothing mys�cal occurs at midnight on   

December 31. The Bible does not speak for or against the concept of New Year’s resolu�ons. However, if a      

Chris�an determines to make a New Year’s resolu�on, what kind of resolu�on should he or she make? 

 

Common New Year’s resolu�ons are commitments to quit smoking, to stop drinking, to manage money more 

wisely, and to spend more �me with family. By far, the most common New Year’s resolu�on is to lose weight, in 

conjunc�on with exercising more and ea�ng more healthily. These are all good goals to set. However, 1 Timothy 

4:8 instructs us to keep exercise in perspec�ve: “For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for 

all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.” The vast majority of New Year’s           

resolu�ons, even among Chris�ans, are in rela�on to physical things. This should not be. 

 

Many Chris�ans make New Year’s resolu�ons to pray more, to read the Bible every day, and to a�end church 

more regularly. These are fantas�c goals. However, these New Year’s resolu�ons fail just as o,en as the              

non-spiritual resolu�ons, because there is no power in a New Year’s resolu�on. Resolving to start or stop doing a 

certain ac�vity has no value unless you have the proper mo�va�on for stopping or star�ng that ac�vity. For      

example, why do you want to read the Bible every day? Is it to honor God and grow spiritually, or is it because you 

have just heard that it is a good thing to do? Why do you want to lose weight? Is it to honor God with your body, 

or is it for vanity, to honor yourself? 

 

Philippians 4:13 tells us, “I can do everything through Him who gives me strength.” John 15:5 declares,   “I am the 

vine; you are the branches. If someone remains in me and I in them, they will bear much fruit; apart from me you 

can do nothing.” If God is the center of your New Year’s resolu�on, it has chance for success, depending on your 

commitment to it. If it is God’s will for something to be fulfilled, God will enable you to fulfill it. If a resolu�on is 

not God honoring and/or is not in agreement in God’s Word, we will not receive God’s help in fulfilling the          

resolu�on. 

 

So, what sort of New Year’s resolu�on should a Chris�an make? Here are some sugges�ons: (1) pray to the Lord 

for wisdom (James 1:5) in regards to what resolu�ons, if any, God would have you make; (2) pray for wisdom as to 

how to fulfill the goals God gives you; (3) rely on God’s strength to help you; (4) find an accountability partner who 

will help you and encourage you; (5) don’t become discouraged with occasional failures; instead, allow them to 

mo�vate you further; (6) don’t become proud or vain, but give God the glory. Psalm 37:5-6 says, “Commit your 

way to the LORD; trust in the Lord and God will do this: God will make your righteousness shine like the dawn, the 

jus�ce of your cause like the noonday sun.” 

 

These are thoughts I found on the internet when I googled New Year’s Resolu�ons… 

The site is Got ques�ons.org            

 May you try to live as God intends for you,      

  Deacon Dee         



Worship Schedule for January 2016:  
What follows are the Lectionary Readings for each 
Sunday.  Each week, the theme of the services will 
usually emerge from one of the prescribed readings 
(often the  Gospel). We invite you to read through 
the lessons prior to Sunday morning. It can be a healthy discipline 
and enhance the experience of worship. 
 
1/3: Isaiah 60:1-6 Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
  Ephesians 3:1-12 Matthew 2:1-12 
1/10: Isaiah 43:1-7 Psalm 29 
  Acts 8:14-17 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
1/17: Isaiah 62:1-5 Psalm 36:5-10 
  1 Corinthians 12:1-11 John 2:1-11 
1/24: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 Psalm 19 
  1 Corinthians 12:12-31a Luke 4:14-21 
1/31: Jeremiah 1:4-10 Psalm 71:1-6 
  1 Corinthians 13:1-13 Luke 4:21-30 

Widows and Widowers Group: Will be meeting 
for New Year’s Celebration at Linda Hoffman’s 
home on Sunday, January 17th at 2pm. Address 
is 722 Flower City Park. 

Special Dates for January: 

1/6: Epiphany 

1/11: Human Trafficking Awareness Day 

1/18: Rev. Mar�n Luther King Jr. Birthday 

1/18-1/24: Week of Prayer for Chris�an Unity 

Undie Sunday : Sunday, January 31st   

Please bring in new packaged children’s  

underwear to give to our local schools for 

children in need.  

Sundays, 10:00—11:00am 

Discipleship Hour is an opportunity to gather 

for food, drink, and conversa�on.  It is a �me 

of learning and sharing for all ages. 

The children gather and learn about God,  

Jesus, themselves and how they can live as 

followers of Jesus in their world.  

The youth meet to grow and share about 

their lives and ques�ons, hopefully, are      

answered for them on their journey. 

Adults gather for short term studies, using 

various books and resources, like videos, to 

encourage discussion and hopefully gain new 

insight for living life as a follower of Christ. 

Come join us in a group and grow. 

Deacon Dee 

9:00am—Traditional  
10:00am—Discipleship Hour      
11:00am—Praise & Worship 

Please Come and  
Worship With Us! 

SUNDAY 



GUMC  

Family Movie Night 

January Movie of the Month 

January 23rd at 6:30pm 

2016 Youth Pasta/Salad  

Buffet Fundraiser 

Saturday, January 23rd 

4:30pm—6:30pm 

Fellowship Hall 

 

Bring you family and friends for wonderful food and fellowship. 

Pasta and Salad Buffet Dinner is $8.00. Take-out is available.  

Proceeds to benefit youth ministries 



Page Turners Monthly Book Club: 
January Selection: 
 

Big, Little, Lies 
By Liane Moriarty 

 
Sometimes it’s the little lies that turn out to be the most  
lethal.  A murder…A tragic accident…Or just parents      
behaving badly? What’s indisputable is that someone is 
dead. 

 
Everyone is welcomed to join us Thursday,        
January 28th at 10:00am in the Kerrison Rm.    
discussion.  
 
February Selection: Sleepwalker’s Guide to Dancing 
by Mira Jacobs 

Bagel and Book Study:    

 

Stay tune for new book info. 

1/13- 2/3 

 
Group meets Wednesday  

@ 9:30-11:00am 

Soho’s Bagel Café,  Stone Ridge Plaza 

Contact Deacon Dee for books. 

Tuesday Book Group:  

A Hop, Skip, and a Jump  

Through the Bible 

by J. Ellsworth Kalas 
 

Wri�ng with his engaging narra�ve style,   

Kalas takes readers through the different 

books of the Bible, providing descrip�ons,  

reflec�on, and context showing how there is 

an overarching plot that binds all of the varied 

wri�ngs of the Bible together.   

All are welcome to this group which meets 

on Tuesday mornings at  

10:00am in Room 9.  

 If you have ques�ons, contact: 

Linda Hoffman, facilitator 

lmhoffman@rochester.rr.com 

Dinner and Devotion  

with Dee and Deb 

Let’s come together to break bread and 

reflect on God’s presence in our lives.  

Dee and Deb will provide a soup and 

salad dinner, along with some treats.  

January Meetings:   

1/13 and 1/27 

5:30-6:30pm 

New Pastor Bible Study 

Pastor Ma� will be facilita�ng a Bible Study held on 

Thursdays at 12 noon at the church, and at 7:00 p.m. at The   

Village at Unity.  Anyone may a�end either session, and you 

may switch between them.   

Book TBA 

Sessions are on Thursdays, star�ng January 28th at  

12 noon and 7:00 p.m.   

We hope to see you there. 

Grand	Sweep	Bible	Study	

Ever	want	to	read	the	Bible	cover	to	cover	and	

could	not	do	it?	360	days	in	the	Bible	with	a	

source	written	to	guide	you	along	and	a				

monthly	discussion	group	to	make	

sense	of	it	all.	

Would	you	make	a	commitment	to	

read	and	re lect	on	the	Bible	and	be	

part	of	discussion	once	a	month?	

Contact	Deacon	Dee	if	interested.	

Next	Meeting:		Monday,	January	4th										

7-9pm	

Lent Study begins February 11.   

 

There will several opportuni�es to look at   

Adam Hamilton’s John: The Gospel of Light 

and Life. The Gospel of John is the most 

deeply spiritual of the four Gospels.  He      

includes some of the lo,iest and most loved 

verses in all the Bible. 

 

Look for more informa�on and class �mes in 

the February newsle�er. 



Message from Outreach: 
 

Over the course of the first few weeks of December, a regular salmagundi of items was amassed 
in the commons! From undies to mittens, from wishes granted to stocking stuffers, from canned 
goods to       condiments, we brightened the lives of many. 
 

 First, the undie basket was heaped with 23 packages, totaling 128 pairs of new undies which 
were delivered to six area elementary schools.  We can rest a bit until the next collection in January. 
(Thanks to Diana Needham and Karen Pearson for delivering.) 
 

Next, the Mitten Tree’s branches were laden with over a hundred mittens, hats, scarves,  and 
gloves (two bags full from the clicking knitting needles of Keineth Stone!), divided among the Villa of 
Hope, Mission Share, and the Greece Clothing Closet. There were even three pairs of boots and a few 
lap robes. (Thanks to Sue Sepkowski for delivering and Karen Pearson for organizing.) 
 

Completely filling the big box in the foyer and spilling out onto the surrounding floor, hundreds 
of stocking stuffers of all descriptions and indivdual wishes granted were delivered to almost 20 Villa 
students.  
 

In addition, we filled five “Christmas Bag” requests from people who phoned the church with a         
request.  Thanks to three donations, we had $157.26 to spend on food. 

Finally, on December 18, several members of our congregation participated in ringing bells for 
the Salvation Army’s Red Kettle Campaign. For once, they didn’t have to layer up for North Pole 
weather! (Thanks, Gale Huber, for organizing our jolly band.) 
 

 Thanks to everyone who contributed time, talent, or money, bringing a measure of “peace on 
earth, good will to men [women and children].”  Joy to the World! 
 



GUMC United Methodist Women 
 
Executive Committee Meeting:       Monday, Jan. 25th, at 6:30 p.m., Room 9.        

Linda Hoffman, President. 
 
Circle Meetings: Miriam: Monday, Jan. 11th, at 6:30 p.m., Room 9. 

 Guest Speaker, Joan Alexander, will speak on 
    “Hope for the Heart”. 

Ruth:  Tuesday, Jan. 12th, at 12:30, Room 9. 
 Pat McMann will present a program on “Candles”. 

 
Christmas Breakfast: As this article is being written, the Christmas Breakfast hasn’t happened yet so be sure to 
read next month’s article to find out more about it!   

 
U.M.W. Sunday: January 24, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  
The Greece United Methodist Women will take a major part in both services on this date.  Our theme will be 
“Always in Ministry --- All Ways in Mission”. We will have a guest speaker from One World Goods.  The          
Installation of Officers will take place.   

 
Church Women United: There are no events scheduled for January. 

The following is an excerpt from the latest Sundial.  
 

Call to Action:  People of Faith Stand Against Islamophobia. 
“Horizons are wider, dangers are greater . . . No religion is an island.  We are all involved with one another.      
Spiritual betrayal on the part of one of us affects the faith of all of us.  Views adopted in one community have an 
impact on other communities.  Today, religious isolationism is a myth.” ---Abraham Joshua Heschel 
 
As we struggle to come to grips with the violence done by religious extremists, it is important to proceed with love 
and solidarity with people of other faiths.  Extremism does not have the final say about the nature of any religion --
- Islam or Christianity.  This is a call to action in your own community to stand with other people of faith,           
especially women.  The way that we talk about Islam does  make a difference.  We challenge ourselves to know 
more about religious difference in our own communities and to stand on the side of love, not fear. 

 
Did You Know:  
that we have two circles which have a total membership of 55 women?  We also have 27 Members At Large.  We’d 
like to have more members!  If  you are interested in learning more about the U.M.W., please contact Neva Benson 
or Sally Lepi.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Our house is complete and we understand our homeowner has finished her hours 
and has a planned move-in around the 1st of the year. Hopefully by the next newsletter I’ll be able to share 
more information about her. In the meantime, we’re all hoping for a successful and happy move for her.  
 Our pie sale was a success as it has been in previous years. A team of volunteers from our coalition 
and from across the county work very hard to make this happen each year. Our thanks to them and you for 
making this happen; it is by far our most important fundraiser. We can always use donations as we move 
forward to another home in the future. You can just make them payable to Greece UMC and mark them 
clearly for Habitat and deposit them in the collection plate or mail them to the church office. 
 If you have any questions call Bill Mason at 453-9038, or e-mail at wmason@rochester.rr.com. 
By the way, I could use a backup to represent our church to the coalition. If you’re interested let me 
know. Thanks for your ongoing support.  
Bill Mason 
 

 

Habitat for Humanity 



Finance Monthly Report:  
 

November numbers show us to be $9,999.88 on the plus side with December to go. 
 

Our Budget drive resulted in 79 pledges for $175,625.00. We still have 14 pledges out totaling 
$21,360.00.  If these come in we will make the estimate predicted for the 2016 Budget.   
 

If you would like, you can call me with your pledge(225-2363) or simply make out a pledge sheet and put it in 
the offering or my box in King Commons.   
 

I wish all of you a very Joyous Holiday and a healthy New Year.  Bill Brado 

STEWARDSHIP  

We’re through the Stewardship drive and for those of you who have submitted your 2016       
commitment we’re grateful. For those of you who have not yet submitted your commitment, we 

ask that you do as soon as you can. Knowing what to expect for income for the coming year helps our       
Finance Committee plan.  

As I write this, it’s time to prepare for Christmas, a time for decorations, Christmas cards, gift giving and all 
that goes with the season. This year, at least for Gail and me, it’s been a little more difficult. We won’t have 
any family in town for the holiday, the weather doesn’t seem like Christmas time, and Gail’s brother Greg and 
her Uncle Art are both in hospice with little hope. Despite that, we still have summer flowers blossoming    
outside, and every day the sunrises and the sunsets have been spectacular. I often like to read excerpts 
from a book by Max Lucado called “Let the Journey Begin”. It has single page writings and one that drew my 
attention for this article is entitled “He Did It For You”. 

Here’s a segment of that article that seems to apply to the season and to stewardship: “...I’ve seen you   
shopping for a gift….I’m talking about that extra-special person and that extra-special gift…Why do you do 
it? ….You do it to hear those words of disbelief. “You did this for me?” That is why God did it. Next time a 
sunrise (or sunset) steals your breath or a meadow of flowers leaves you speechless, remain that way. Say 
nothing and listen as heaven whispers “Do you like it? I did it just for you.” “If God cares enough about the 
planet Saturn to give it rings or Venus to make it sparkle, is there an outside chance he cares enough about 
you to meet your needs?” 

Hope your holidays are wonderful!!       Bill Mason  

Finance Committee 

As you read this, 2015 will be all but over and 2016 will be a fresh promise of continued joys and new       
beginnings.   

In the business life of our church we are pleased that Bill Kostyshak is succeeding Bill Brado as Financial 
Secretary.  (The person who is responsible for accounting for our income, especially the amounts that come 
from member giving.)  We thank Bill Brado for his years of dedicated service. We applaud Bill Kostyshak for 
taking on this important and sensitive office. 

We are also pleased to be starting this new year with a complete and balanced budget. The spending plan 
that was adopted by the Church Council in November includes minor increases in most of the areas as      
dictated by costs and experience.  More importantly, the plan also includes paying 100% of our UM Shared 
Ministries apportionment.  (This is the money that is used by the Upper New York  Conference for the       
mission, training, and connectional support that makes the United Methodist Church work in the world.)  This 
year will be the first time in memory that we have been able to pay our fair share.   

Our favorable financial situation has been made possible by continuing the reductions in personnel costs that 
were implemented during 2015 and by the additional income from the fund raisers that so many members 
have supported.  

The budget foresees receiving $305,283 and spending $307,688.  Details are available at the office.  

          Tom Hinterman 



Staff-Parish Relations Committee 

 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee is charged to build relationships among members of the            
congregation and the staff that are effective for accomplishing the mission and purpose of the church 

 

This fall, in addition to the usual “human resources” tasks, the committee has worked with the Pastor to 
develop two documents that look at the overall situation of our congregation here in Greece and the   
ministerial challenges that we need to address so that we can grow in accomplishing our mission.  

 

The Pastor/SPPRC Covenant is a contract between the Pastor and the Congregation.  This year’s        
revision states: 

 

“The congregation’s two main goals for disciple-making ministries in the coming year are: 

 

1) Sustain our programs, staff, services, and finances after a reduction in staffing and during a period 
of limited growth.  

 

2) To grow our congregation, our church life, and our ministry to each other to the community and the 
world.” 

 

The complete four-page covenant has been posted on the Upper New York Conference website and is 
available on request.  The committee is supposed to share it with the congregation and will be working to 
do that in 2016.  

 

The Church Profile is also maintained on the Conference website.  It is used by the District and          
Conference leadership to get an understanding of our church and the community it serves. We have   
provided narrative answers to 45 questions that seek our views of our community, our congregation, our 
church’s spiritual focus, our mission and ministry, our pastoral leadership expectations, and our facilities.  

 

I think the committee has found working on this document to be interesting and stimulating.  We look   
forward to finding ways to involve more of the congregation in thinking about the topics in the profile and 
what they might mean to each of us in the coming year.  

 

All members are reminded that their inputs and comments (whether positive or negative) are welcomed.  
Direct contact with staff members is encouraged, but the SPRC Liaison persons are also available.  

 

Rev. Stengel – Tom Hinterman  Deacon Finch – Sue Hogeman  

Sharon Neary – Arlene Martin  Bill Kostyshak & Linda Parker – Jackie Sagona 

Haeyeun Shin – Glen Pearson  

 

Submitted by Tom Hinterman, Chair  



Thoughts from Co-Lay Leader Lisa Kostyshak 

Evolution of Realistic Resolutions 

Here’s something like what my resolution list used to look like. It 
probably looks very similar to many. 

-Eat Be:er   -Exercise More  -Make LOTS of Money 

Rather dull and boring. And ambiguous. Nothing measurable. Easy to forget. And not very Christ-centered. I 
suppose it could look something like this, making it completely Christ-centered: 

-Put God first. Always     -Pray every day before you get out of bed 

-Read the Bible for at least one hour every day  -Keep the Sabbath holy. Don’t do anything 

So, the evil perfectionist in me looks at that list and laughs. There’s no way that would ever happen all year 
long. Who am I kidding? The human in me would get in the way too often, so, why even bother trying. If I made 
that my list, I’m setting   myself up for failure before I even start. 

So… what would a resolution look like that I might actually stick to for more than a month? 

What is a realistic resolution?  I don’t know what’s realistic for you, but here’s what’s realistic for me… 

 -Put God first. But, if for some reason I forget to do that or slip, as soon as I remember that I slipped, put him 
back in the front. I won’t beat myself up for slipping. 

 -Expand and deepen my knowledge about God, Jesus, and all this change in the church. 

 -Be a good person. If I make a bad decision, remember, that doesn’t make me a bad person. 

 -Lead a good life. If something doesn’t go quite right, do what I can to set it right. I will give myself a break if 
I take a wrong turn. Course correct and get back to doing the best I can. 

 -Seek financial wellness. Notice that doesn’t say “richness” – it says “wellness”… That means I’m making 
wise choices – give, save, spend. 

 -Work on SKILLS!! Acquire new skills. Hone existing skills. 

 -Be happy. This is a choice, a state of mind. Regardless of my situation, I can be happy. 

 -Spend quality time with friends and family. A little more than last year. You never know when they might not 
be around anymore. 

And, my stretch goal for the year. This one will be a tough one. Notice, there’s only ONE stretch goal. 

 -Finish what you started — and don’t start things that aren’t worth finishing. Maybe that will be my mantra for 
the year… “Finish” You have NO idea how many unfinished things I have. 

Here are a couple “stretch” resolutions for you to consider: 

 -Make at least one person smile every day. Two or more is better . 

 -Pick a fear, anxiety, or addiction and work towards eradicating it. Progress is success. Eradication is a    
bonus. 

 -Quit the job you hate – but not frivolously – you need a plan (remember above – lead a good life and seek 
financial wellness) – resolutions shouldn’t contradict each other. 

 -Learn to make your own decisions. If you heavily rely on others to make decisions for you, perhaps it’s time 
to work towards empowering yourself – again – the key is progress here, not perfection. 

Remember – a resolution is something you decide to do, or decide not to do. Nowhere in the definition does it 
say that you must comply 100% of the time and if you don’t you have failed. You can decide to do something, 
and then slip. Your decision remains the same. Your intention remains the same. You just need to re-focus your 
efforts and try once again to implement your decision.  

And finally… PRAY about your resolutions….. And then listen to what God has to say. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 

right spirit within me. Cast me not away from your 

presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Psalm 51:10-11 



   

   ORDER YOUR SUBS OR SOUP     

OR CHILI TODAY  

(ORDERS NEED TO BE PLACED BY 1/31) 

 

   Pick up on Sunday, February 7 

       10:00 AM  / 11:00 AM / 12:00PM  

 

ORDER/DROP OFF AREA  

IN THE COMMONS –  

               ORDER YOURS TODAY! 

Going to a Super Bowl Party? Take some with 
you! Or enjoy an easy meal for yourself. Order for 

your neighbor or friend. 

 

   $$ to help get GUMC Youth Ministry for Youth 
Gathering expenses in the Spring 

(order form on the last page of newsletter) 

 





Congrega�on Updates 

 

New Members: Sunday 12/13 

 

 

 

Grace Dillon    Donna Gozia  Debra Goulet 

Hobart Hosfeld   Pat McMann Sarah Wadsworth 

 

Bap�sms: 

11/22:  Jackson Alan Keith 

12/13: Cheyenne Brown 

12/20: Taylor Elizabeth Kelly 

 

Passing: 

11/19: Bob Whalen 

12/4: Michael Neary 

 

Address Updates: 

 

Not available for web edition. Call office for 
information. 

Diane Ruggiero 

 

Jus�n & Cassandra DiPasquale 

 

Chris�na Bater 

 

No Current Address: 

John A. Stevens 

 

 

 

 

 January Birthdays 

 

Not available for web edition. 

Call office for information. 

 

 

 

 

 

January Anniversaries 

 

 
 Not available for web edition. 

Call office foe information. 

 

 

 

 

Fundraiser Updates 

Thank you to all who have helped in some way to make our fundraising successful. These    

fundraisers help support our church and the many ministries we have to offer our community. 

 

SAVE THE DATES: 

Sat, Jan 23  Pasta Dinner Buffet  4:30pm -6:30pm 

Sun, Feb 7  Souper Bowl Sub Sale  10:00am -12:00pm 

Sat, Feb 27  Chicken & Biscuits  4:30pm -6:30pm 

Wed, March 17 St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 4:30pm -6:30pm 

Sun, March 27  Pancake Breakfast  10:00am -11:00am 

  

Thank you to all who par�cipated in 

the Red Ke�le Campaign for the        

Salva�on Army by ringing the bell and 

interac�ng with our community as 

Greece United Methodists.  The   

weather cooperated and we did not 

"freeze in place."  The Salva�on Army is grateful to all 

who helped in an a�empt to reach their goal of      

raising $500,000 for the needs of the Rochester     

community .    Gale Huber 



The Worship Commi:ee is looking for 

people who want to aid their fellow     

worshipers each Sunday.   See below how 

you may help enrich our worship �me: 

Altar Guild:  Members serve for a month to 

care for the chancel; filling the candles,     

hanging the paraments as required, and      

preparing for bap�sms. This work can be done 

any �me during the week, with the candles 

being checked between services. If you are 

interested, contact Phyl Ann Helmes.  

 

Communion Stewards: This is a once a month  

obliga�on (and most likely only a few �mes a 

year). If interested, contact Mary VandeLogt. 

 

Greeters: We are looking for people who 

would like to greet people 15 minutes  before 

9:00 and 11:00 Worship. Anyone can be a 

greeter, individuals, family groups, youth. If 

interested, contact Deacon Dee.  

 

Ushers: Interested in serving your                 

congrega�on in a small but significant way? 

Why not become part of one of the ushering 

teams? Groups of four members serve for a 

month once or twice during the year. Contact 

Tom Hinterman in person, or                          

Hinterman.Tom7@Gmail.com 

Nursery: Sally Lepi, Nursery Coordinator is 

looking for people to help serve a week in the 

nursery during worship. Could you sign up?  

We need to be able to give people with young 

children the op�on during both 9 and 11am 

for childcare. 

Projec�onists: Lisa Kostyshak , coordinator, is 

looking for projec�onists for both the 9 and 11 

am services. Please contact her if interested.  

Nursery: 
1/3: Michelle & MacKenna Patterson 
1/10: Phyl-Ann Helmes, Kali Iachetta 
1/17: Cindy Lane, Karen Ingle 
1/24: Sally Lepi, Missy Symonds 
1/31: Gale Huber, Kim Whittemore 

Projectionists: 
  9:00am 11:00am  
1/3: Ellen White Jonathan Standhart 
1/10: Norma Rapini Earle Ridley 
1/17: Kara Down Sarah Babbage 
1/24: Neva Benson Earle Ridley 
1/31: Earle Ridley Jonathan Standhart 
 

Ushers:   
 
 9:00am   11:00am  
Don & Nancy LaClair  Erich Ruppert Sr. 
Gary & Neva Benson 

Liturgists: 9:00 service 
1/3: No Liturgist  
1/10: Tom Hinterman 
1/17: Gale Fischer-Huber 
1/24: No Liturgist—UMW Sunday 
1/31: Karen Pearson 

Greeters: 
9:00   11:00 
 

Counters: 
1/3: Keith Kroon, Norma Rapini, Sally Lepi 
1/10: Keith Kroon, Norma Rapini, Melissa Dunn 
1/17: Cindy Lane, Keineth Stone, Sally Lepi 
1/24: Cindy Lane, Keineth Stone,  
1/31: Mary Vandelogt, Kim Whittemore, Barbara Mertz 

Not available at the newsle:er deadline. 



January 2016—As of 12/15th 
Please see Website for updates 

Sun  Mon  Tue Wed Thu  Fri  Sat  

          1  
Church Office 
Closed  

New Year's Day 

AA 12:00 PM 

AA 7:30 PM 

2 

3 

Traditional Worship 
Service 9:00 AM  

Discipleship Hour & 
Education for all 
ages 10:00 AM  

Praise & Worship 
Service 11:00 AM  

4 

AA 
12:00 PM 

Silver Squares 
Square Dancers 
12:30 PM 

The Grand Sweep 
Bible Study 
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM  

5 

Carmine's         
Fundraiser  

Tuesday Book 
Study 10:00 AM  

Education Team 
7:00 PM 

Treble Clefs 7PM 

Praise Band       
practice 7:00 PM  

6 

Epiphany  

Bagels and Book 
Study 
9:30 AM  

AA 12:00 PM 

Bell Choir 
6:15 PM 

Choir 7:00 PM  

7 

Atria Sr Bible Study 
10:30 AM  

Women's AA 
11:00 AM 

Boy Scout Troop 
#195 7:00 PM 

8 

AA 12:00 PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 
7:30 PM 

Youth Winter   
Weekend—Camp 
Asbury  

9 

Emmaus Gathering 
8:30 AM  

Youth Winter   
Weekend—Camp 
Asbury  

10 
Youth Winter Week-
end—Camp Asbury 
 

Traditional Worship 
Service 9:00 AM  

Trustee Committee 
meeting 10:00 AM  

Discipleship Hour & 
Education for all 
ages 10:00 AM  

Praise & Worship 
Service 11:00 AM  

Eagle Scout          
Ceremony 2 PM 

11 

AA 
12:00 PM 

Silver Squares 
Square Dancers 
12:30 PM 

Miriam Circle 
6:30 PM 

12 

Tuesday Book 
Study 10:00 AM  

Ruth Circle 
12:30 PM 

Cub Scouts Pinewood 
Derby 
6:30 PM 

SPRC 7:00 PM 

Treble Clefs 7 PM 

Praise Band       
practice 7:00 PM  

13 

Bagels and Book 
Study 9:30 AM  

AA 12:00 PM 

Dinner and            
Devotions 5:30 PM  

Cub Scouts Pinewood 
Derby 
6:30 PM 

Bell Choir 6:15 PM  

Choir 7:00 PM  

14 

Atria Sr Bible Study 
10:30 AM  

Women's AA 
11:00 AM 

Boy Scout Troop 
#195 7:00 PM 

15 

Newsletter Deadline 
Today  

AA 12:00 PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

Cub Scouts Pinewood 
Derby 
6:30 PM 

AA 
7:30 PM 

16 



January 2016— As Of 12/15th  

Please See Website for Updates 

Sun  Mon  Tue Wed Thu  Fri  Sat  

17 

Traditional Worship 
Service 9:00 AM  

Discipleship Hour & 
Education for all  
ages 10:00 AM  

Praise & Worship 
Service 11:00 AM  

Widow/Widower 
Group 2:00 PM  

18 

Martin Luther King 
Day 

AA 
12:00 PM 

Silver Squares Square 
Dancers 
12:30 PM 

19 

Salem Nutrition    
Center 9:00 AM  

Tuesday Book Study 
10:00 AM  

Finance Committee 
7:00 PM to 8:00 PM  

Treble Clefs 7 PM 

Praise Band  practice 
7 PM 

20 

Bagels and Book 
Study 9:30 AM 

AA 12:00 PM 

Bell Choir 6:15 PM  

Choir 7:00 PM  

21 

Atria Sr Bible Study 
10:30 AM  

Women's AA 
11:00 AM 

Boy Scout Troop #195 
7:00 PM 

22 

AA 12:00 PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 7:30 PM 

23 

Pasta Dinner 
4:30 PM to 6:30 PM  

Church Family Movie 
Night: Cinderella 

6:30PM -8:30PM
  

24 

UMW Sunday 9 AM  

Traditional Worship 
Service 9:00 AM  

Discipleship Hour & 
Education for all   
ages 10:00 AM  

Praise & Worship 
Service 11:00 AM  

Girl Scout Service Unit 
Meeting 6 PM 

25 

MS Society Support 
Group 10:30 AM 

AA 12:00 PM 

Silver Squares Square 
Dancers 
12:30 PM 

UMW Executive 
Committee 6:30 PM  

26 

Tuesday Book Study 
10:00 AM  

Treble Clefs 
7:00 PM 

Praise Band practice 
7:00 PM 

27 

Bagels and Book 
Study 9:30 AM  

AA 12:00 PM 

Dinner and             
Devotions 5:30 PM  

Bell Choir 6:15 PM  

Choir 7:00 PM  

28 

Page Turners Book 
Group 10 AM  

Atria Sr Bible Study 
10:30 AM 

Women's AA 
11:00 AM 

Pastor Matt’s Bible 
Study 12:00pm 

Boy Scout Troop #195 
7:00 PM 

29 

AA 12:00 PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 7:30 PM 

30 

31 

Undie Sunday  

Traditional Worship Service 9:00 AM  

Discipleship Hour & Education for all ages 
10:00 AM  

Praise & Worship Service 11:00 AM  

     



 

 

  ½ Sub ($6)  ____ White Bread   Pick Up Time: 

 Whole Sub ($9)  ____ Wheat Bread    10:00am 

Meat:   Cheese:       11:00am  

  Ham     American Cheese     12:00pm 

  Salami    Cheddar Cheese    

  Turkey    Provolone Cheese  

  Assorted (Ham, Turkey, Salami)   

 Toppings:   Condiments:                

  Lettuce     Mayo       

  Tomato    Italian Dressing   

  Onion    Mustard   

 

    ($3) Soup:  ______ (cup) 

    ($3) Chili: ________ (cup)  

 

Orders/Payment needed by 1/31 

Drop off in basket in King Commons  

Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________________________________________ 


