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Message from Pastor Ma: 

An Invitation to Tithing 

 

One of the expectations of the ordained clergy in the United Methodist Church, as stated in the United 
Methodist Discipline, is that we will “teach and model generous Christian giving with a focus on tithing as 
God’s standard of giving.”  Each year, as part of our annual report and interview with the District                   
Superintendent, we are asked whether we do this.  As for the modeling, you may ask me or our Financial      
Secretary, Bill Kostyshak about my giving at any time.  He (or any of the counters) has my permission to share 
it with you.  As for the teaching, here is a part. 

The Hebrew scriptures of the Bible, also known as the Old Testament, especially in the books of        
Leviticus and Deuteronomy, records the law of the Tithe (e.g. Deuteronomy 14: 22).  “Tithe” is an old word in 
English that means “one-tenth.”  The law of the Tithe stated that (assuming an agricultural society)  one tenth 
of the harvest of any given year belonged to the Lord, and was given to God through the Temple (“tithing”).  
The same scriptures also commanded that a portion of the crop, a fringe around any given field, should be left 
for the poor to harvest for themselves, along with any “gleanings,” or grain that had fallen on the ground 
(Leviticus 19:9).  In our modern society, we think of tithing in terms of money instead of crops.  Under Hebrew 
law, one-tenth, or a tithe of our income would be given to God through the church. 

But, as St. Paul says in the Letter to the Romans (6:14): We are no longer under law, but under grace.  
Therefore, we are no longer bound by the law of the Tithe. Yet we are still called as Christians to give.  What is 
our guide for giving?  Jesus did not give specific instructions, but told his disciples to give sacrificially, and 
beyond what is required or expected.  He, himself,  gave himself completely on our behalf.  In the Sermon on 
the Mount, Jesus says that his followers’ righteousness in all things should exceed that of the strictest of the 
followers of the Law (Matthew 5:20).  In Jesus’ time, tithing was what was expected.  For Jesus’ followers,  
tithing is a baseline from which to reach higher.   

But tithing can be a big sacrifice and a huge commitment.  You may be skeptical about whether it is 
even possible for you to tithe.  The people that I know who tell me that they tithe, tell me that it is a great   
blessing to them rather than a burden. That has been my experience as well.   

I want to invite you to try tithing on a short-term basis.  The period of Lent, from Ash Wednesday on 
March 6 to Easter on April 21, is traditionally a time of sacrifice, and taking on of personal challenges.   For the 
period of Lent, I invite you to try tithing, and see whether you are blessed by the endeavor.  [One of the few 
places where the people are invited to test God is the test of whether tithing will bring a blessing  (Malachi 
3:10).]  If you want to continue the experience, it may well become a life-style for you.  If you find you cannot 
continue, you may find that you can give more than you expected. 

I would love to hear about your experiences with this.  I trust God will 
bless the effort.     

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen    
(Ephesians 3:20)      

In Christ’s love,  Pastor Matt Stengel              
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A PRAYER CHAIN REMINDER: We have an ac�ve prayer 

chain, both through e-mails and phone. You’re invited 

to be part of that; just call Bill and Gail Mason at       

319-5924.  Also, if you have a prayer concern of any kind that 

you want to share,  contact Bill and Gail at the  number above or 

by e-mail at wmason3403@gmail.com. We only send out prayer 

concerns when we receive direct requests.  

Altar Flowers: If you would like a formal arrangement 

placed in honor/memory of a loved one, contact  

Bey LaMonica.  Arrangements are $35.   
 

Anniversary Ministry:  Please contact me of your     

special day at 621-4034. Thank you, Dick Hamblin 

Birthday Ministry: We would love to recognize your 

special day.   

Please e-mail the office to let us know if your birthday is 

not on our calendar. greeceumc@fron�ernet.net 

 
Deadline for all newsleer ar�cles is the 15th of each month by 
12:00pm.  Please e-mail to  
Deb Babbage at dbabbage@rochester.rr.com.    

Thank you. 

2019 Fundraiser Updates 
Thank you to all who have helped in some way to make our 
fundraising successful. These fundraisers help support our 
church and the many ministries we have to offer our        
community.  Volunteers are always needed and welcomed! 
Here is this year’s schedule of events: 
 
Super Bowl Sub Sale Sun., February 3, 9:00-12pm 
Chicken & Biscuits  Sat., February 16, 4:30-6:30pm 
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Sun., March 17, 4:30-6:30pm 
Chicken BBQ Drive Thru Thurs., May 16, 4:30pm-sellout 
Book Sale   Thurs., June 6, 9:30am-6:00pm 
    Fri., June 7,  9:30am-6:00pm 
    Sat., June 8, 9:00am-2:00pm 
Summerfest   Sat., June 8, 9:00am-2:00pm 
Chicken BBQ Drive Thru Thurs., June 20, 4:30-sellout 
Chicken BBQ Drive Thru Thurs., July 18, 4:30-sellout 
Chicken BBQ Drive Thru Thurs., August 22, 4:30-sellout 
Chicken BBQ Drive Thur Thurs., September 19, 4:30pm-
    sellout 
Pulled Pork BBQ  Thurs., October 17, 4:30pm-
    sellout 

Thank you for your support this year!  
Pasta Dinner Buffet  $227.95 

Let’s Get Connected!  

Excellent opportunity to share with 
your friends and family all the 

GUMC has to offer. 

  Website: greeceumc.org 

  Facebook:  Greece UMC   

      Twitter @GreeceUMC 



Worship Scripture February 2019:  
What follows are the Lectionary Readings for each 
Sunday.  Each week, the theme of the services will 
usually emerge from one of the prescribed readings 
(often the  Gospel). We invite you to read through the lessons 
prior to Sunday. It can be a healthy discipline and enhance the 
experience of worship. 
 
2/3: Jeremiah 1:4-10  Psalm 71:1-6 
  1 Corinthians 13:1-13  Luke 4:21-30 
 
2/10: Isaiah 6:1-8  Psalm 138 
  1 Corinthians 15:1-11  Luke 5:1-11 
 
2/17: Jeremiah 17:5-10  Psalm 1 
  1 Corinthians 15:12-20  Luke 6:17-26 
 
2/24: Genesis 45:3-11,15  Psalm 137:1-11,39-40 
  1 Corinthians 15:35-38,42-50  Luke 6:27-38 

Discipleship Hour  10-11am 
Join us Sunday mornings for 

Bible study & fellowship. 
 
Adult Study: Kerrison Room 
Kara Down—Facilitator 
 
 

Jesus & Me: Grades 1-5 

Instructors: Jeni Barth &  

Karen Ingle, Room 5 

 

By Faith: Grades 6-12 

Instructor: Debbie Babbage 

Nurturing Ministry Room 

Please join us each month as we 

help to stock the shelves at the 

Greece Ecumenical Food Shelf.  

 

 Jan./Feb. we are collec�ng canned 

Fruit, Chunky Soup, and “hygiene” 

products: bar soap, dish soap, laundry       

detergent, toilet paper, toothpaste, tooth 

brushes, and shampoo.  

 

Your dona�ons of food help to feed our   

neighbors in Greece and Charlo!e.  

Thank you! 

Widows & Widowers:   
Group will be meeting Sunday, February 
24th at 2:00pm in the Kerrison Room. 

Fellowship Planning Mee,ng:  

Tuesday, February 4th at 7pm  

in Nurturing Ministry Office 

All are welcome. 

 

The tenta+ve agenda will be: 

 

• Review of New Year breakfast and movie night. 

• Updates on Trivia & Game nights. 

• All Church Read 2019—10th Anniversary 

• Schedule 2019 2nd quarter events. 

We need volunteers to make our Sunday coffee hour (10-11am) a    
success.  What is  required?  We need two volunteers each Sunday to 
setup and tear down the coffee hour table and make coffee and hot 
water. We  also need two volunteers to each bring in 3-4 dozen of 
something good to share. (cookies, donuts, etc.) 

 

If each one of us sign up for one Sunday to serve and one Sunday to provide, we will have 
plenty of coverage to enjoy this wonderful way to gather together. 

All Are Welcomed to Worship! 
Tradi�onal Worship Service: 9:00am 

Discipleship/Fellowship Hour for all ages: 10:00am 

Praise & Worship Service: 11:00am 



Message from Outreach:   
 

 
Who knew?! February features a number of wacky events, including Wave 
All Your Fingers at your Neighbor Day, Eat Ice Cream for   Breakfast Day, 
Stuffed Mushroom Day, Toothache Day, Don’t Cry Over Spilled Milk Day, 
and, of course, Valentine’s Day, Ground Hog Day, and Superbowl Sunday. 

 
February for GUMC features a boatload of thanks to everyone who contributed 
goods to the Greece Ecumenical Food Shelf (to the tune of 124 lbs! for          
January), undies for the 6 elementary schools (110 pairs), and contributions to 
the Open Door Mission. 

 
 is coming soon! Watch the bulletin for all the details! 

Chicken	&	Biscuit	Dinner		
SATURDAY,	FEBRUARY16th,	4:30PM—6:30PM		

 All are welcome!! 
 

Chicken and Biscuits with a choice of two sides (Peas, Carrots, Coleslaw, 
Mashed Potatoes) Bread, and Dessert is $10.00.  

 

Come join us for a wonderful evening out with good food and fellowship.  

All are welcome!!  

Take-out is available.   

Proceeds bene�it the ministries of GUMC. 

Super	Bowl	Sunday	Sub	Sale	

February	3rd,	10am-12pm	

Order your Subs/Wraps today 
Order forms are in Commons 

$9 Whole sub—$6 1/2 sub 

Volunteers are needed to help with our fundraising 

events.  Our volunteers are a very important part in 

making these fundraisers a success.  Your help is 

greatly appreciated.  Please sign up today! 



Page Turners Book Club:  

February Selec�on: 

All Rochester Reads Selec�on 

 

American War 
By Omar El Akkad 

 

Everyone is welcomed to join us  
Thursday, February 28th at 10:00am  

in the Nurturing Ministry Room for discussion. 

 

March Selec�on: Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate 

Tuesday Book Group:   

Unshakeable Hope, 
Building Lives on 

the Promises of God 
By Max Lucado 

 
In Unshakable Hope, Max Lucado       
unpacks 12 of the Bible’s most             

significant promises, equipping you to overcome difficult 
circumstances by keeping your focus on the hope found 
in the promises of Scripture rather than dwelling on the 
problems in front of you. For every problem in life, God 
has given you a promise.  
 
We meet Tuesdays @ 10:00am in Kerrison Room . 
Contact  Linda Hoffman for information—458-2248 or 
mhoffman@rochester.rr.com)  
 

All are welcome to this group.  

Salem Nutritional Center 
Tuesday, February 19th, 9:00am—2:00pm 

Please join us for a morning of serving.  
• Meet/leave Church at 9:00 am.  At 9:30, lunch prep 

begins.   
• Serving 100—150 hungry people at noon. 
• Return to the church at 2:00 pm.  

We need 10 people there each time.                                         
It is a very satisfying ministry.  

All are welcome to join any or all studies.  

Invite your family, friends, and neighbors. 

New Study for Dinner & Devotions 

Starting 3/6 

1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30 

Fellowship Hall 

 

3:16—The Numbers           
of Hope 

By Max Lucado 
 

A twenty-six word parade of hope:            
beginning with God, ending with life, and 
urging us to do the same. Brief enough to 
write on a napkin or memorize in a moment, 
yet solid enough to weather two thousand 
years of storms and questions. If you know 
nothing of the Bible, start here. If you know 
everything in the Bible, return here. We all 
need the reminder. The heart of the human 
problem is the heart of the human. And 
God's treatment is prescribed in John 3:16: 

For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son that whosoever believes 
in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

He loves. He gave. We believe. We live. 

If you want to order a book—there is a     
sign-up sheet in the Commons area.     
Deadline is 2/8. Contact Debbie Babbage 
for information at                                 
dbabbage@rochester.rr.com. 
 
3/6: Chapters 1& 2 
3/20: Chapters 3& 4 
4/3: Chapters 5 & 6 
4/17: Chapters 7 & 8 
5/1: Chapters 9 & 10 
5/15: Chapters 11 & 12 
 
 



 Finance Corner 

Budgeted Income as of Week #2 – 01/13/19  

Budget Total                                     Pledges                                         Non-Pledges 
Needed YTD         Received             Needed YTD       Received           Needed YTD          Received 
$11,759.69          $12,957.00           $7,346.15            $5,983.00           $1,596.15              $2,725.00 
  

Current Income (Usable) vs Expenses as of the end o f December 12/30/18 (Week#52)  

Usable                 Spent                   Yet to Spend          +/-            
$285,363.85*       $283,691.34         $0.00                     +1,672.51* 

                 
* Note: Includes $5,000 received from Outreach (Missions). 

Current Expense Pledge Campaign  

Thank you to those who turned in your 2019 Pledge Card! A total of 65 pledges have been          
received totaling $152,103. This is 12% decrease from the amount pledged last year (69 pledges 
totaling $174,000) If you have not submitted yours, you still can. Just drop it in the weekly collection 
plate. 

Missions Pledge Campaign  

The Missions Fund pledge campaign for 2019 will soon kick off. Please support this important      
effort. 

 

Best regards, 

Bill Kostyshak, Financial Secretary 

  

GREECE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
  
Executive Committee Meeting:       Monday, February 4th, at 6:30 p.m., Room 9.        

Gale Huber, President. 
 
Circle Meetings:  

 
Miriam: Monday, February 11th, at 6:30 p.m., Room 9. 
   Game Night.  Bring cards and/or other games to play. 
Ruth:  Tuesday, February 12th, at 12:00 noon, Room 9. 

  Valentine’s Luncheon.  Please bring 2 valentines. 
 Bring your own half-sandwich and a dish-to-pass.  

 
District Communion Brunch: Saturday, April 13th.  Locations and details TBA. 
 
Used Clothing Sale: The sale will be held on Saturday, April 27th. 

On these cold winter days when you are stuck at home, consider starting a “used clothing 
bag”.  Put clean, unwanted items in the bag when you find that they are no longer useful 
to you.  Spread the word among family and friends and let them know that we will need 
lots of donations! 
 
 

Church Women United: World Day Of Prayer will be held on Friday, March 1st. 
More info to follow. 

 
 



Thoughts from Lisa Kostyshak 
Adapted from ar�cle on h!p://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/three-ways-to-say-i-love-you by Susan Passi-Klaus 

 

A lot of people look to the Rev. Jay Tenney for advice on geBng married and staying married. As pastor of 

Tunnel Hill, (Ga) Tunnel Hill United Methodist Church, Tenney has counseled many in-love couples looking 

for a marriage made in heaven, as well as advising out-of-love couples who are forced to admit that their 

marriage is sadly earthbound. He is also founder of MyMarriageCoach.com, which offers online advice for 

rela+onships. 

Although Tenney offers many +ps for keeping the love fires burning, he says it boils down to two things. 

• Learn all that you can about how God loves. 

• Love your husband/wife with that same kind of love. 1st Corinthians 13. Imitate it and unleash it in 

your marriage. 

In his many years of coaching couples and helping them navigate the piHalls of love and marriage, Tenney 

has made some observa+ons and come to a few conclusions about what makes a rela+onship work and 

keep working. 

Build each other up daily 

"It's easy to slack off when it comes to sharing what we admire about the person we love," Tenney said. 

"But why wait un+l a holiday or special occasion to let our loved ones know what it is that we love, respect 

and admire about them? There are so many ways—cards, s+cky notes, e-mails, text messages, and more—

to send messages like, 'I love the way you care for our children;' 'I admire you for how you handle your 

job;' 'I admire the work you do;' 'I'm proud of the way you treat other people;' or 'I love how generous you 

are.'" 

You're in it together 

"Couples need to have conversa+ons about what they believe is God's calling for their rela+onship,"      

Tenney adds. "What can they do or be together—perhaps having an outward focus—that will draw them 

closer together?" 

Blessed to serve each other 

Servanthood in marriage is "cri+cal" says Tenney. "I remember hearing this advice before I got married… 

'Find the number one thing around the house that your spouse hates to do, and do it for them…quietly.'"  

Scripture calls us to 'serve one another in love' (Gala+ans 5:13), and Tenney believes that service should 

begin in our marriages and families. 

"It goes with all the 'one another' passages in Scripture," he says. "Love one another. Encourage one       

another. Serve one another."  

"Imagine how incredible our marriages would be if the first thing we thought of every day was, "How can I 

make my spouse's life be5er? How can I serve him or her today?" 

Become "in,macy allies" 

These three focuses, explains Tenney, are not a prescrip+on for romance. Instead, they help to draw     

couples closer. Each one promotes in+macy within the rela+onship.  

          Cont. on  next page   



The 175th Anniversary Picnic Pavilion is Up! 

APer two years of iterated plans and permit issues, the pavilion is finally a reality.  “Thank You”s to all who 

helped and to all who contributed and waited pa+ently. 

It is too late in the season to place the engraved bricks that were the main fundraiser for the project, so that 

task will be done next spring.  At Pastor Ma5’s sugges+on, we will order and install addi+onal bricks for any 

members who are interested in par+cipa+ng.  Contact Tom Hinterman 967-5321,  or   

Hinterman.Tom7@gmail.com.  

Lay-Leader thoughts cont. 

"So many +mes we just simply try to be more roman+c, especially on Valen+ne's Day," Tenney notes. 

"There's a lot of pressure to be more roman+c than last year, but I'm convinced that if couples focus on 

these three things, the romance will come.  

"Romance is nice but in+macy is wonderful. It goes way beyond a holiday that we celebrate once a year." 

 

 

TOP TEN RULES FOR A HAPPY MARRIAGE 

 

10. Never yell at each other unless the house is on fire. 

9. If one of you has to win an argument, let it be your spouse. 

8. Never bring up mistakes from the past. 

7. If you have to criticize, do it lovingly.   

6. Find ways to bless your spouse every day. 

5. Whenever you are with your spouse, be all there. 

4. Compliment your spouse in front of others. 

3. When you screw up, admit it, ask for forgiveness and move on. 

2. Factor in time to simply have fun together. 

1. Keep God in the center of your relationship. 



February Birthdays 
 

Not available for web edi�on. Call office for details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February Anniversaries  
  

Not available for web edi�on. Call office for details. 

Nursery: 
 
2/3: Sally Lepi & Kim Whittemore  
2/10: Debbie Symonds & Barb Miroff 
2/17: Melissa Dun & Cindy Lane 
2/24: Cameron Thiele & Karen Ingle 

Projectionists:  
  9:00am  11:00am 
 
2/3:  Neva Benson Cheryl Sheldon 
2/10:  Earle Ridley  Melissa Dunn 
2/17:  Kara Down  Earle Ridley 
2/24:  Norma Rapini Cheryl Sheldon 

Ushers:   
9:00 AM: Kara Down, Al Royter, Tom Hinterman, 
Karen Ingle   
11:00AM: Erich Ruppert, Sr.   

Liturgists:  
2/3: Mary VandeLogt 
2/10: Sue Sepkowski 
2/17: Chris Collins 
2/24:  Neva Benson 

Counters: 
2/3: Earle Ridley, Sue Hogeman, Barbara Mertz 

2/10 & 2/17: Tom & Karen Klingenberger, Chris      
Collins 

2/24: Keith Kroon, Melissa Dunn, Norma Rapini 

The Worship Commi9ee is looking for    

people who want to aid their fellow       

worshipers each Sunday. See below how 

you may help enrich our worship ,me: 

 

• Altar Guild:  If you are interested, contact Kathy Murray 

at kathykearnsmurray@gmail.com 

• Communion Stewards:  If interested, contact Mary       

VandeLogt at mevgolf@rochester.rr.com 

• Ushers: Contact Tom Hinterman in person, or                 

Hinterman.Tom7@Gmail.com 

• Nursery: If interested, contact Sally Lepi at 

slepi20002000@yahoo.com  

• Projec,onists: If interested, contact Lisa Kostyshak at 

lkostyshak@gmail.com 

• Choir: If interested, contact Sharon Neary, choir director 

at loon1024@aol.com 

• Praise Band: If interested, contact Ed Klingenberger at 

edk@rochester.rr.com 

Congrega,on Updates  

 

New Addresses: 

Nicole Hawks 

Not available for web edi�on. Call office 

for details. 

 

Reminder:  We are working diligently to update our  

records so please call the office with any changes.  We 

have many adult children who are members and at 

different addresses, but s�ll listed under their parents 

in our books.  Emails are also good.  Please mark to the 

aen�on of Jackie Sagona.  Thank you! 

 

Leer of Gra�tude: 

Thank you to all who came out 

for our annual pasta dinner and 

our movie night.  Fun was had by 

all.   

Look for more fundraisers and fellowship ac+vi+es in 

the coming months. 



FEBRUARY 2019 as of 1/15th.  Please see Website for Updates. 

Sun  Mon  Tue Wed Thu  Fri  Sat 

          1 
AA 12PM 

Creative Hands 
1:15PM 

AA 7:30PM 

2 
Groundhog Day 

3 
Super Bowl Sub Sale 
9AM to 12PM  

Traditional Worship    
Service 9AM  

Discipleship Hour 10AM  

Praise & Worship Service 
11AM 

4 
AA 12PM 

Silver Squares 
Square Dancers 
12:30PM 

Victory AA 6PM 

UMW Executive 
Committee 
6:30PM to 7:30PM  

5 
Tuesday Book 
Study 10AM  

Girl Scout Service 
Unit 6PM to 
8:30PM 

Praise Band  
practice 7PM 

Fellowship    
Planning Meeting 

6 
AA 12PM 

Dinner and      
Devotions 
5:30PM to 7PM  

Bell Choir 6:15PM  

Chancel Choir 
7PM 

7 
Women's AA 
11AM 

Boy Scouts 7PM 

8 
AA 12PM 

Creative Hands 
1:15PM 

AA 7:30PM 

9 
Emmaus         
Gathering 8:30AM 

10 
Traditional Worship   
Service 9AM  

Trustees 10AM  

Discipleship Hour 10AM  

Praise & Worship Service 
11AM 

11 
AA 12PM 

Silver Squares 
Square Dancers 
12:30PM 

Victory AA 6PM 

Miriam Circle 
6:30PM 

12 
Tuesday Book 
Study 10AM  

Ruth Circle 
12:30PM 

SPRC 7PM 

Praise Band  
practice 7PM  

13 
AA 12PM 

Bell Choir 6:15PM  

Chancel Choir 
7PM 

14 
Valentine's Day 

Women's AA 
11AM 

Boy Scouts 7PM 

15 
Newsletter    
Deadline Today  

AA 12PM 

Creative Hands 
1:15PM 

AA 7:30PM 

16 
Chicken &       
Biscuit Dinner 
4:30PM to 
6:30PM 

17 
Traditional Worship   
Service 9AM  

Discipleship Hour 10AM  

Praise & Worship Service 
11AM 

18 
Presidents' Day 

Newsletter Crew 
11AM 

AA 12PM 

Silver Squares 
Square Dancers 
12:30PM 

Victory AA 6PM 

19 
Salem Nutrition 
Center 9AM  

Tuesday Book 
Study 10AM  

Greece Choral 
Society Rehearsal 
6:30PM 

Finance         
Committee 7PM  

Praise Band  
practice 7PM  

20 
AA 12PM 

Bell Choir 6:15PM  

Chancel Choir 
7PM 

21 
Women's AA 
11AM 

Boy Scouts 7PM 

22 
AA 12PM 

Creative Hands 
1:15PM 

AA 7:30PM 

23 

24 
Traditional Worship   
Service 9AM  

Discipleship Hour 10AM  

Praise & Worship Service 
11AM 

Widow/Widower Group 
2PM 

Girl Scout Service Unit 
6PM 

25 
MS Society Sup-
port Group 
10:30AM 

AA 12PM 

Silver Squares 
Square Dancers 
12:30PM 

Victory AA 6PM 

26 
Tuesday Book 
Study 10AM  

Praise Band  
practice 7PM   

27 
AA 12PM 

Bell Choir 6:15PM  

Chancel Choir 
7PM 

28 
Page Turners 
10AM 

Women's AA 
11AM 

Boy Scouts 7PM 

1 
AA 12PM 

Creative Hands 
1:15PM 

AA 7:30PM 

2 


