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THE ENLIGHTENER 

Message from the Pastor: 

 

Good King Wenceslas looked out on the feast of Stephen, 

When the snow lay round about deep and crisp and even. 

Brightly shone the moon that night though the frost was cruel, 

When a poor man came in sight gath'ring winter fuel 

The Christmas carol “Good King Wenceslas” tells the story of a 10
th

 century ruler (actually a Duke) of 

Bohemia, a part of modern Czech Republic, who was later canonized a saint.  The “feast of Stephen” is the day 

a)er Christmas.  The scene has Wenceslas and his servant looking out the window, when they see a poor man 

gathering wood.  The king inquires of the servant who the peasant is, and where he lives.  He learns that the 

man has come at least two miles to gather his wood.  The good king has compassion for the man, and resolves 

to take a meal to the man – meat and wine, and plenty more firewood.  The way is hard and cold; the page 

wants to quit, but good King Wenceslas breaks trail through the blizzard – the snow literally mel0ng in the 

sainted man’s footprints -  un0l they reach their goal, and the poor family is fed and warmed.  The moral of the 

story:  “Ye who now will bless the poor, shall yourselves find blessing.” 

In a Christmas episode of the television program “The Big Bang Theory”, theore0cal physicist and    

atheist, Sheldon, bursts out in a rendi0on of all the verses of this Christmas classic.  As you read this, you may 

well be thinking: “Do I know all the verses to Good King Wenceslas?”  Probably not; it is long and wordy.  But 

Sheldon has 1) an upbringing by a Chris0an mother, and 2) an eide0c memory, so he remembers everything he 

has seen or heard. 

Sheldon is an atheist because he rejects faith and the existence of a deity on an intellectual level – he 

has seen no empirical evidence of either, and he thinks that as a scien0st he cannot accept them.  But he      

accepts that kindness and charity are a good thing [as long as he does not have to do the giving].  He also      

remembers that Christmas celebrates kindness and charity, as personified by King Wenceslas. 

If one who does not believe in God remembers that Christmas is about charity and kindness, then we 

who also believe in God’s love, and gi) of life in Jesus should especially remember.  Remember and share in 

the many ministries that feed and clothe and house the poor, and help provide gi)s for their children.  And   

remember to li) them to God in prayer as well, asking God to move all those who have the means to help,   

including us, to do all that we can.  I expect that you will find that “Ye who 
now will bless the poor, shall   yourselves find blessing.” 

 

In Christ’s Love, 

 

Pastor Matt Stengel 

 
December 2014 
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Worship Schedule for December: 
Worship Services - 9:00 a.m. & 11:00am 

What follows are the Lectionary Readings for each 
Sunday.  Each week, the theme of the services will 
usually emerge from one of the prescribed readings (often the    
Gospel). We invite you to read through the lessons prior to Sunday 
morning. It can be a healthy discipline and enhance the experience 
of worship. 
 
12/7: Isaiah 40:1-11 Psalm 85:1-2,8-13 
  2 Peter 3:8-15a Mark 1:1-8  
 
12/14: Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11 Psalm 126 
  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 John 1:6-8,19-28 
 
12/21: 2 Samuel 7:1-11,16 Luke 1:47-55 
  Romans 16:25-27 Luke 1:26-38 
 
12/28: Isaiah 61:10-62:3 Psalm 148 
  Galatians 4:4-7 Luke 2:22-40 

A PRAYER CHAIN REMINDER: We have an ac�ve prayer chain, both 

through e-mails and phone. You’re invited to be part of 

that; just call Bill and Gail Mason at 453-9038.  Also, if 

you have a prayer concern of any kind that you want 

to share,  contact Bill and Gail at the  number above or by e-mail 

at wmason@rochester.rr.com. We only send out prayer concerns 

when we receive direct requests.  

Altar Flowers: If you like a formal arrangement 

placed in honor/memory of a loved one, call  

Be8y LaMonica.  Arrangements are $25.   

 

Anniversary Ministry:  Please contact me of your 

special day at dham1@rochester.rr.com             

Thank you, Dick Hamblin 

 

Birthday Ministry: We would love to recognize your 

special day.  Please e-mail Mandy in the office to let 

us know if your birthday is not on our calendar.  

greeceumc@fron�ernet.net 

Deadline for all newsle8er ar�cles is the 15th of each 

month by 5:00pm.  Please e-mail to Deb Babbage at 

dbabbage@rochester.rr.com.   Thank you. 

Salem Nutritional Center 
Tuesday, December 16th  

9:00am—2:00pm 
Please join us for a  
morning of serving. 

Donations Needed: 
 40 cans of Tuna 
 5 Jars of Mayo 
 5 Pies 
 Plastic Shopping Bags 



Thoughts from Deacon Dee: 
 

December is here! Wow! I wonder where the year went ,don’t you. The world has changed in this year. I 

have changed in this year. That is the way of life… Change. I love the season of Advent as I can stop 

from my busy life and intentionally reflect and prepare for the true meaning of Christmas. 

Advent is the season in which we prepare for the coming of Christ. The season proclaims Christ’s        

anticipated coming again, as well as the coming of Christ as the infant Savior whose birth we celebrate 

at Christmas. The season emphasizes Christ’s coming, not merely his birth. This is a time that is not just 

preparation for Christmas, but also the time of preparation for the second coming of Christ and the    

inward soul-searching that should mark that preparation.  

But what does this mean for you? Are you making an effort to find hope and share with others this    

season? Are you seeking time to reflect and share with others. 

This Advent there are many opportunities for you to join as part of the GUMC family. Are you willing to 

shift or tweak or recommit to live as a follower/pupil of Christ? 

 

Read thru this December Newsletter and you will see lots of ministry opportunities and learning small 

group times to be sharing and learning and growing in our faith. 

 

May you have a blessed Christmas and remember to ask yourself… 

Whose birthday is it? What could be the best gift you can give to Christ? 

YOURSELF! 

LOVE ONE ANOTHER! 

 

Christmas Eve  

Candlelight Services 

 

4:00pm—Children/Youth presentation 

of the story * 

(All welcome—no child care) 

5:30pm—Potluck Dinner between 

services.  Bring something to share. 

7:00pm—Family Worship (Child Care 

available) 

*Rehearsal 11:00am 12/20 

Special Holiday Scripture 

12/24: Isaiah 9:2-7   Psalm 96 

 Titus 2:11-14  Luke 2:1-20 

 

12/25:Isaiah 52:7-10  Psalm 98 

 Hebrews 1:1-4(5-12) John 1:1-4 

 

12/31:Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 Psalm 8 

 Revelation 21:1-6a Matthew 25:31-46 

 

1/1: Numbers 6:22-27  Psalm 8 

 Philippians 2:5-11  Luke 2:15-21 



Advent  Celebration Opportunities 

Adult Small Group Study: 

Not A Silent Night   

by Adam Hamilton 

Imaging Jesus from Mary's point of view—proud of 

her son, in awe of his gi)s and mission, guided by 

love for him as a person and so much more.  In this 

book, Adam Hamilton begins at the end, with Mary 

at his crucifixion and resurrec0on; travels back in 

0me as she witnesses his life and ministry; and ends 

at the beginning, with the Christ child born in a     

stable, Mary’s beau0ful baby.  This year, experience  

Advent and Christmas with Mary. 

Sunday Mornings 10:00—11:00 am  

Kerrison Room 

Star$ng Sunday 11/30th 

Youth Small Group Study: 

A Different Kind Of Christmas: Living and Giving 

Like Jesus  

by Mike Slaughter 

A prac0cal and inspira0onal study based on     

Slaughter’s popular book, Christmas Is Not Your 

Birthday, this five-week study will empower youth 

to reclaim the broader missional meaning of Jesus’ 

birth and experience a Christmas season with more 

peace and joy than any gadget or toy could ever 

bring.  

Youth will meet:  Sunday Mornings,  

10:00—11:00 am, Room 10, star$ng 11/30th 

Addi�onal Advent studies: 

Soho’s Book & Bagel Group: Star�ng 11/19th 

Tuesday’s Book Group: Star�ng 11/25th  

See Page 8 for Informa$on on  

these Advent Studies 

Under Wraps The GiB We  Never Expected 

Come join in an Advent experience to explore the 

character of God described in the Old Testament 

and then revealed through Jesus Christ. 

Small groups will meet in homes with a book and a 

teaching video. The hope is many of us will get          

together for a new Advent Celebra0on. Why don’t you 

join in a different way to prepare your heart for the 

coming of Jesus at Christmas? 

 

The Adult Study Book is helpful to read to prepare for 

the group discussion. Each week centers on a key word 

that describes a characteris0c of God that is evidenced 

in the Old Testament and then seen more clearly 

through Jesus: faithful, dangerous, expectant and   

jealous. Get the devo0onal reading book if you wish to 

enhance preparing for Advent. 

Small groups will be formed by an invita0on from the 

leader or you joining in. Sign up today as there can be 

no more than 12 people at a home so please contact 

the group leader now to get in. 

COST: $9.00 Study book   $5.00 Devo,onal book    Both $14 

Sunday: Bill & Gail Mason  wmason@rochester.rr.com     

7:00pm         11/30, 12/7, 12/14, 12/21 

 

Monday: Tom Hinterman  thin@lle.rochester.rr.com       

7:00pm  11/24, 12/1, 12/15, 12/22   

 

Monday:  Dennis Wake    dennisw6@hotmail.com          

7:00pm   12/1, 12/8, 12/15, 12/22 

 

Tuesday: Sue Hogeman/Neva BensonShogeman@aol.com 

6:30pm   11/18, 12/2, 12/9, 12/16 

  



GIVING MITTEN TREE:   
ITEMS NEEDED BY 12/9/14 

Thank you for being willing to collect gifts at the holiday time for Villa of Hope youth!   
 
Here is the list of items that we need to collect for our youth and their families. Anything you can donate goes   
directly to youth and children and Villa of Hope and will be greatly appreciated. 
 
General “Wish List” items for Villa of Hope Holiday Wishes Program: 
• They loved our homemade mittens, scarves, hats, and purchased ones 
• Sports equipment –basketballs, baseballs, footballs, soccer balls 

• Craft items- paper, paint, stickers, craft kits, drawing supplies, jewelry making kits 
• Journals 
• Coloring books 
• Games- Monopoly, Yahtzee, Uno, Scrabble,  Pictionary… 

• Gifts cards to Walmart, K-Mart, Target, McDonald’s, Dairy Queen, Movie Theaters, Laser Quest, Michaels,   
Jo Ann’s 

• Hair straighteners (irons) 

Thank you and God Bless. 

Christmas Concert 
 
 
 
 

Please join us on December 13, 2014 @ 4:00 

p.m.  There will be music performed by our 

Choir, The Treble Clefs and some other guest 

artists!  You will have an opportunity to sit 

back and sing Christmas Carols before,       

during and after the performances.  Then we 

hope you will join us in the fellowship hall for 

Chili, Christmas Cookies and Cocoa! 

Save the date now and plan for a fun and      

fulfilling afternoon! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, December 6th 
 

4:00pm—Hanging of the Greens. Come  
prepare the Sanctuary for Advent 

 
5:30pm—Dedication Service 
 
6:00pm—Pot Luck Dinner. Bring a dish to 
 pass or free-will offering. 

HOLIDAY BREAKFAST 

SUNDAY, December 28th 

10:00 am in Fellowship 
Hall 

All are invited to join for a 
breakfast buffet of food 

and fellowship.  

Donations appreciated to 
cover cost. 

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGERS:   

Are you looking for an opportunity to join with other GUMC members and 
friends to make the Christmas season special for you this year 
by reaching out to our community?    

On Friday, December 12th, the Outreach Committee ha s scheduled 
the time period from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. to ring the K ettle bells at two 

locations on   either side of the Food Court at the  Mall 
at Greece Ridge.   

Please call Gale Huber if you would like to join us  and 
schedule a time convenient for you. 



Widows and Widowers Group: 

Next meeting: 
 
Sunday, December 21th  

@ 2:00pm. 
Fellowship Hall 

 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
 

 
 

 We hope you enjoy the Kelly’s pies we’ve sold to help raise funds for our Habitat home which we 
plan on sponsoring with a construction time planned for spring of 2015. Our coalition team continues to 
meet to find ways to raise the necessary funds and to eventually solicit volunteers to help build the 
home. We’re about half way there in raising the necessary $65,000. We’re waiting for Flower City      
Habitat to inform us of where we’ll be building and when we’ll be starting, and, eventually, the family 
we’ll be helping.  
 Stay tuned and watch for the upcoming opportunities to sponsor a square foot or to underwrite 
the cost of supplies. We’ll also be asking you to consider volunteering to come and work with a group of 
volunteers from our coalition as we participate in the build. No experience is necessary as the Habitat 
supervisors will work with the crew to help them learn what is necessary. It’s a heart-warming              
experience as you get to learn new skills, try old skills and to work with others.  
 
Give it a thought!- 

Upper Room Yearly Devotional Book 

 

The Upper Room Disciplines offers the opportunity to 

spend a few minutes a day searching the scriptures and 

reflecting on God's message for you. A diverse group of 

writers encourage and inspire us to understand the   

scriptures applied in our lives. 

 

It helps enrich preparation for Sunday Worship with the 

reading of the lectionary scriptures (3 year cycles of 

scripture usage in most denominations used in worship). 

 

Available in the Commons or from Deacon Dee for        

purchase for you or a gift for someone who would want to       

explore more reflective reading. Cost: $10.00 

GUMC IS SENDING A GROUP OF VOLUNTEERS* 

FEBRUARY 2014 TO NICARAGUA . THEY NEED YOUR HELP! 

A BOTTLE DRIVE IS CURRENTLY GOING ON TO RAISE FUNDS FOR THEIR TRIP.  WITH 
THE HOLIDAYS UPON US, PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING YOUR BOTTLES AND CANS 
FOR THIS WORTHY TRIP.  THANK YOU. 

*Dee Finch, Chris Collins, Jonathan Standhart, Missy Symonds, Emily Kester, Rhys & Ellegra Nier 

New Grief Forum/Parental Loss  

If you or someone you know has 
lost a parent, a new grief forum is 
starting in November.  
 
Our meeting will be 
Sunday, December 
14th at 2:00pm in the  
Kerrison Room. 
 
Any questions, contact Sally Lepi. 



We have had much loss this year in our lives, the Church & Community. 
Thursday, December 18  7:00pm in Sanctuary 

Blue Christmas Service 
What is a “Blue Christmas Service?” 

Blue Christmas, or Longest Night, is a service of worship designed for people suffering with pain, loss,   
isolation and grief in the Advent season. On this night we remember those for whom the holidays are not 
joyful; people are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family celebrations; they are 
experiencing depression and sadness and yet are often compelled to put on a happy face for others,    
denying true feelings. The service is often held on or around December 18, close to the “longest night” of 
the year. 
Many of us are acquainted with the paradox of the Advent and Christmas seasons – a time when we feel 
we are supposed to celebrate hope, love, joy and peace, and yet a time that can also be full of depression, 
sadness and grief. The Blue Christmas offers special recognition of the struggles that many people face 
during this season. It’s somber tone also testifies to the struggles of Mary, Joseph and Jesus that are often 
overlooked. By offering this service of worship to all who seek we can acknowledge the struggles that we 
all face while providing a safe place of rest, comfort and healing. 
A Blue Christmas or Longest Night service may include any elements that convey a sense of welcome, 
trust and understanding in what can be a very painful time of the year. The service is held in the evening 
as a special worship opportunity of the church and community. It includes Candle lighting, meditative 
music and prayers for healing that create a welcoming worship space for those who are hurting or wish to 
remind themselves of persons who are. 

Bring or tell a friend who may need this experience this Christmas. 

For more info: GBOD.org 
Video Chuck Knows Church   #56|Blue Christmas 

For some of us Christmas can be a time of stress and anxiety. 
Joy and cheer sometimes are overwhelmed by sadness. 

Chuck talks about "Blue Christmas" and what we can do to help others who feel the weight of the season. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
Again we offer beau0ful  holiday PoinseTas to brighten our sanctuary for the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services.   
 

 (Plan to take your plant home a)er whichever Christmas Eve service you aDend). 
 

Your choices: Red White    or    Pink   Cost: $ 7.00 (6-inch plant with 5 plus blooms) 
 

Please Note: All orders must be in by Sun., December 7, 2014   Include  payment with your order. 
 

PLEASE PRINT      Color      How many?    
 

GIVEN BY: ____________________________________________________________  
 

IN HONOR OF:  ______________________________________________________  
 

IN MEMORY OF:  ______________________________________________________  
 

PAYMENT:  $_______ FOR    #__________plants 
 

OR 

 In place of a plant, a dona0on may be made to Gateway House:    $_______ FOR GATEWAY HOUSE  

 (Please designate check or envelope with cash "for Christmas flowers”  or “for Gateway House") 
 

Plant orders with payment may be put in the collec0on plate 

or put in BeDy LaMonica's mailbox in the Commons area. Thank you. 
 

 



Page Turners Monthly Book Club: 

 

 

No Meeting in December 
 

Merry Christmas to all the  
readers out there.   

May your New Year be filled with  
wonderful books and stories. 

 
January Selection:  

The Hurricane Sisters  
by Dorothea Benton Frank 

 
 

Bagel and Book Study:    

 

Advent Study: 

 

The Women of Christmas:  

Experience the Season Afresh  

with Elizabeth, Mary, and Anna 

by Liz Cur,s Higgs 

When it comes Christmas, the stories of 

shepherds, wise men, and other male       

figures o)en dominate our thinking.  But 

right from the start, women played vital 

roles in God’s beau0ful plan to redeem the 

world through Jesus. 

See Deacon Dee for book. 

Group meets Wednesday @ 9:30-11:00am 

Soho’s Bagel Café,  Stone Ridge Plaza 

Tuesday Book Group:     

  Advent Study: (starts 11/25) 

 

Christmas from the Backside 

J. Ellsworth Kalas 

 

Kallas approaches the season through the 

“back side” - through a unique star0ng 

point, a crea0ve retelling, a new “lens”, or 

the eyes of a minor character. 

 

All are welcome to this group which meets 

on Tuesday mornings at  

10:00am in Room 9.  

 

For books or if you have ques0ons, contact: 

Linda Hoffman, facilitator 

lmhoffman@rochester.rr.com 

   

Dinner and Devotion with Dee and Deb 

Let’s come together to break bread and reflect on God’s 

presence in our lives.  Dee and Deb will provide a soup 

and salad dinner, along with some treats.        

Participants can, if they want, bring a soup/dessert to 

share.  Contact Dee. 

December Meeting: 10th  

5:30—6:30, Fellowship Hall 

Pastor Fall Bible Study—Immersion Bible Study: Genesis 

Pastor MaD offers a Thursday Bible study at noon (at 

the church - bring a lunch if you want) and at 7:00 p.m. (at the 

Villages at Unity).  You may switch back and forth between the 

sessions if you can’t make all of one or the other.   

The subject is the book of Genesis, using the               

Immersion Bible Study series to frame our discussion.  Genesis 

contains many of the familiar stories of the Bible – from      

Crea0on and the Garden of Eden to Noah to Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob to Joseph and his brothers – and many others along 

the way. 

Class Schedule:      

12/3 Chapter 7 Jacob: The Making of a Patriarch 

12/10 Chapter 8 Joseph’s Place in the Big Story 



Greece United Methodist Women: 

Executive Meeting –  No December meeting 
January 26th, 2014 @7:00pm in Room 9 

Chris Collins, president 
 
CIRCLE MEETINGS: 
Miriam: December 8th at 7:00 pm in Room # 9 
                Program:  Baby Shower for Asbury Store House 
Ruth:  December 9th at 12:00 for Christmas luncheon – Place to be announced. 
 
UMW CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST on DECEMBER 7 th  at 8:00 AM in F.H. 
Program:  Music for the Season 
Reservations will be taken on November 16, 23, 30 at both services.  Price - $ 6.00 
Miriam Circle is hosting 
We would like to invite all women in the congregation to join us for the annual Christmas Breakfast.  This is a 
special time of fellowship as we begin the Christmas season.  The men of our congregation are preparing and 
serving breakfast.   The men always have a new gourmet dish on the menu!  You won’t want to miss this event.  
At this time, the Special Membership pin is awarded in recognition of service to the church and UMW.  Also, 
new members to UMW are recognized.   
 
CHURCH WOMEN UNITED: ADVENT CELEBRATION & ANNUAL MEETING 
Date:  Friday, December 5, 2014 
Theme:  “Prosper the Work of Our Hands” 
Time:  9:15 am – 1:30 pm 
Place:  St. John’s Meadows, Chestnut Court, 2nd Building, 1 Johnsarbor Drive West, 14620 
Speaker:  The Rev. Anne Waasdorp 
Lunch:  Brown Bag Lunch 
              Beverages & desserts provided 
Please Bring:  Your Bible – Bible Study led by Rev. Anne Waasdorp 
Bake Sale and Cards by Shirley – If you wish to donate a baked good, please price your item.  Both support our 
many outreach programs.   
 
DATES TO PUT ON YOUR CALENDAR:   
January 18, 2015, UMW Sunday 
Speaker:  Susan Russell, Assistant Director at Camp Asbury 
Installation of UMW Officers will be held. 

Sunday School Mission Project— 

“Stamp Act” for Curriculum 

Starting November 1st through April 2015 

Once again, the Sunday School classes are joining with the Alliance Stamp Ministry in collecting and    

recycling cancelled stamps.  The proceeds go toward publishing Spanish language Sunday school          

materials and distributing them to churches in Latin America. Even in the age of e-mail, people are still 

using stamps.  Help us by collecting your used envelopes and trimming  them so the stamps have at least 

a 1/3 of paper left around them.  If you are not comfortable trimming the stamps, just bring in the used 

envelopes in and our volunteers will trim them for you. 

Thank you in advance for helping us spread the God’s word to others in the world. 

Any questions, please contact Jean Lee. 



Message from Outreach: 
Turkeys, undies, mittens, and toys = lots of goodies, bringing much joy.  Did you know that ninety      
percent of American homes serve turkey on Thanksgiving . . . or that cranberries are so-named because 
the stem of the cranberry plant is said to resemble a crane . . . or that yams and sweet potatoes are in       
different families?  All the families receiving our donations surely gobbled them up with thanks and 
hope! 
 
Details for the November 23 Thanksgiving “Bucket Brigade” as well as for the donations of undies        
delivered for elementary school children will be forthcoming in January’s newsletter. Thanks to all who 
helped sort, pack, and deliver! 
 
Warming up to winter, please consider bringing mittens, scarves, and hats (for Villa of Hope children in 
grades four through twelve) to decorate our Mitten Tree “planted” in the commons area.  Additionally, 
the Villa welcomes donations of toys (for children in grades four through twelve), including sports     
equipment, craft items, journals, coloring books, board games, and gift cards ( Wal-Mart, Target,   
McDonald’s, movie theatres). 
 
Carrying on our new “Christmas Bags” tradition, on Sunday, December 21, we will once again have the 
opportunity to help provide food for needy families. Choose from two options:  take one of the             
pre-labeled paper bags (located on a table in the commons area) and fill it with the list of suggested 
food items (see below) stapled to the bag, OR simply make a donation of any kind or size to the Food 
Shelf. 
        1 box of instant mashed potatoes - 13.3 oz.    Op,onal: 

        2 boxes of stuffing (6 oz. ea.)     1 box hot chocolate mix 

        1 two-pound can of yams     2 cans tuna fish—(5oz ea.) 

        1 jar turkey gravy - 12 oz.     1 box of macaroni & cheese 

        1 can cranberries - 14 oz.      2 six-pack pudding—vanilla/strawberry 

        1 can green beans - 14.5 oz.       

        1 can corn - 15 oz. 

        1 jar applesauce - 24 oz.        

Thanks to our Outreach team for helping to take Habitat pie orders, and thanks to eve-
ryone who purchased those 4.5 pound pies. 
 
As we enter the season of Advent, let us “reflect upon [our] blessings” (Charles Dick-
ens) and “let [our] joy be unconfined” (Lord Byron). No gift, donation or act of kindness 
is too small.  Though we are few in number, we provide so much to our community. We 
not only count our blessings, but we also bless many in countless ways.  Thank you!! 

During this season, many organizations ask for help in providing assistance to needy families. One such opportunity to help comes 
from Pastor Buongiorne, director of Grace House:  
 The Grace House is a transitional residence program that houses and guides men returning to the community from        
prison.  As the Christmas season approaches, many of these men have no means to provide gifts for their children, much less    
receive any gifts themselves.  We anticipate having approximately 50 men in our program during the upcoming holiday season and 
would like to bless them and their children by demonstrating the generosity of the Lord as a means of showing them how much they 
are loved and cared for. Requests include winter outerwear and hygiene products, gift cards in $10 denominations for            
McDonalds™, Tim Hortons™, Dunkin Donuts™, Wal-Mart, and gifts for boys and girls, ages 5-18.  Donations must be delivered 
(1140 Norton Street) by December 9.  If you need pick-up service, call their office at 473-9070. 



The Worship CommiCee is looking for people who want to aid their fellow worshipers each Sunday.  

 

The Altar Guild members serve for a month to care for the chancel; filling the candles, changing the 

paraments as required, and preparing for bap0sms. This work can be done any 0me during the week, 

with the candles being checked between services. If you are interested, contact Phyl Ann Helmes. At 

present the months of June & July are open. 

 

We are also looking for a few extra Communion Stewards. 

This is a once a month obliga0on (and most likely only a few 

0mes a year). If interested, contact Mary Vande Logt. 

 

Greeters for both Worship Services 

We are looking for people who would like to greet people 15 minutes  before 
9:00 and 11:00 Worship.  

Anyone can be a greeter, individuals, family groups, youth. If interested,    
contact Melissa Dunn @723-9053. Plus if you would be willing to assist her 
in setting up the schedule give her a call. 

Want to Serve as a Usher 

Interested in serving you congregation in a small but significant way? 
Why not become part of one of the ushering teams? 

Groups of four members serve for a month once or twice during the year. 
Contact Tom Hinterman in person, Hinterman.Tom7@Gmail.com,                

 
*There is a need for ushers to serve at the 11:00 Worship and Praise service.  Sign-up is for weekly rotation. 

Nursery Servants are Needed  

Sally Lepi, Nursery Coordinator is looking for people to help 
serve a week in the nursery during worship. Could you sign up?  
We need to be able to give people with young children the option 
during both 9 and 11am for childcare. 

We are desperate to offer this hospitality and are very short on 
having 2 adults per worship services. 

Please sign up today with Sally Lepi call or email 
slepi20002000@yahoo.com 



Finance Report: 

We have less than encouraging numbers for October.  For the year, we had $259,571.83 in Usable 

funds. We spent $262.067.74 and had $12,204.03 remaining to be paid.  This totals $274,271.77. 

We have a deficit of $14,700,15 through October. 

Pledges for the year are up to date and the first two weeks in November have been posi0ve.  There are 

5 giving weeks in November so perhaps we can cut into the deficit. 

           Bill Brado 

STEWARDSHIP  

 Generosity=Opportunities=Thanksgiving 

 This is the 0me of the year when you’re asked to commit to giving for 2015 in support of our budget and 

all the many things it covers. Our financial support is an important element of stewardship and our                   

involvement. While the focus is on that aspect, I’m reminded of the many other aspects of stewardship that our 

generosity covers.  

 Our youth are raising funds to cover the cost of going to Nicaragua; we’re selling pies to help underwrite 

the cost of another Habitat house; Thanksgiving baskets are in the process of being prepared for needy families; 

Undie Sunday is coming up….and the list goes on. How do those efforts result in opportuni0es and              

thanksgiving? First of all, they’re opportuni0es to commit ourselves to helping others, but beyond that it creates 

opportuni0es for the families we support. The example I’m most familiar with is Habitat where a new home  

allows a family to enhance their style of living which typically results in more high school graduates and a high 

rate of children going on to secondary educa0on. Most families I’m familiar with go on to give back in one way 

or another – just another way of thanksgiving and star0ng that cycle again. 

 I’ve personally had the pleasure of watching women of our church sit in our home and holding baby 

showers, dona0ng baby blankets they’ve kniDed along with baby need. These dona0ons go to Asbury church 

where they are assembled into gi)s for newborn babies for families in need. You’d have to be there to see the 

joy they share during those showers. These same ladies do many other tasks throughout the year, many of 

which go unno0ced. Almost every day, there are men and women at our church doing one task or another to be 

sure we have a well maintained place to worship and to socialize. I could go on and on about what I’ve           

personally seen over the years, but I think you get the picture. Stewardship takes many forms, all of which are 

important to the life of our church and congrega0on. Try to be a part of it!    Bill Mason 

Holiday Shopping Can Help Our Budget 

As you shop this Christmas and holiday season, if you shop online, you can help our church as you 

shop.  UMCmarket.org is a marketplace containing many of your favorite shopping sites.  If you register 

with UMCmarket.org, a percentage of your purchase will be donated to Greece United Methodist 

Church.   

 

Just log in to UMCmarket.org, and follow the instruc�ons to choose Greece UMC to receive your        

dona�ons.  There is an FAQ tab if you have ques�ons about how it works  



Thoughts from Co-Lay Leader, Lisa Kostyshak 
 

This advent season, take some time to slow down and reflect. Here’s one source you can use 

as a guide. 

 

Advent Examen by LAURIE MARSHANKE 

Begin by taking in a deep breath, taking in God’s love, the light of Christ, the wisdom of the Holy Spirit. 

Exhale all your worries, your challenges, and your fears. During this 0me of Advent let us reflect on 

what we can do to prepare for the Lord. 

1. Invite the Holy Spirit to help you see the day as the newborn baby Jesus sees it. What joy have you 

found today? Where have you felt God’s love? What have you done today to prepare the way for    

Jesus being born into this world for you? 

2. Now think about your day as if looking at it through the eyes of a child; what do you see? Did   

something surprise you? Was it something someone said to you or something you are grateful for? 

What did you recognize as gi)s (thinking about the gi)s of gold, frankincense, and myrrh brought to 

Jesus)? Thank God for the gi)s he has given to you today. 

3. Take a moment to reflect on the 0mes today when God was especially present to you. Recognize 

your feelings in those moments. How did you prepare your heart for God’s presence in the coming of 

Jesus? Where did you feel God’s loving arms wrapped around you the way Jesus felt Mary’s arms? 

How did you prepare yourself to experience God’s love, forgiveness, and hope? 

4. Now take a moment to think about the 0mes when God seemed to be hidden. Where did you 

struggle to see the Messiah in your life—the way some failed to recognize the birth of the Messiah 

when Jesus was born? When may you have seen the need for love and didn’t respond (maybe like the 

innkeeper), or the opportunity for forgiveness and you walked away? How was your heart prepared? 

Ask God to forgive you for anything that moved your heart away from God’s love and recognizing the 

birth of Jesus in you. And ask God to help you to open your heart and become the person that God 

created you to be. 

5. Finally, prepare for the hope of Jesus Christ in your life. Think about what you are hopeful for, what 

you are looking forward to during Advent and the Christmas season. Is your hope like that of a child 

on Christmas morning? What gi)s will you share to be hope for someone else? Ask God to bless all in 

your life as you prepare the way of the Lord, and ask God to be with you today and every day. 

Grand	Sweep	Bible	Study	

Ever want to read the Bible cover to cover and could not 

do it? 360 days in the Bible with a source written to 

guide you along and a monthly discussion group to 

make sense of it all. 

A new group is set to begin Monday, 

January 5th. 

Would you make a commitment to 

read and re%lect on the Bible and be 

part of discussion once a month? 

Contact Deacon Dee if interested. 



  

Heart to Heart is a new ministry at GUMC to care and 

take a pulse of aging people in our congrega$on. 

 

Would you be interested in serving others in the name of Greece United  Methodist Church? 

We have a list of people who are homebound, shut-in, in the hospital, in nursing or residen0al. You may 

choose someone you know and already help or visit on a regular basis. But will do so officially now in the 

name of the church. Please designate who you would like. 

Please mark the circle to show where you could share God’s love and yours to others: 

O Pray for others 

O Make a phone call or two on a regular basis (weekly or monthly ok)  

O Give someone a ride to an appointment  

O Provide transporta0on for someone who would like to aDend worship (it might involve a 

wheelchair or not) 

O Adopt a homebound church member 

O Visit someone in their home 

O Visit someone in the hospital 

O Visit someone in residen0al areas 

O Visit someone in nursing home 

O Visit someone and serve communion 

O Visit someone and do some errands needed 

O Visit/contact more than one person 

   This is a wonderful way you can represent the church and care for someone else.          

Please sign up today and put this paper in Deacon Dee’s mailbox. 

 

 

Name_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Email_______________________________ Phone__________________________  

 



Congrega$on Directory  Updates  

JUSTICE, FRANCES C, Mrs. Howard  

  

CHARLES, DELORIS  

   

HUSSEY,DEACON SANDRA & Melvin 

sstoica@fron0ernet.net 

 

MILLER, Hugh & Joanne 

 

POPPLEWELL, Dave & Phyllis  

 

BRULEY, LINDA 

 

RAGUSA, ELISA   

 

CONTESTABILE,DOMENIC & Cynthia 

 

MUELLER,FRANK & CAROL  

 

BENNER, LINDA should read BRENNER 

 

 

Updated addresses are not available for web-edi�on.  

Please contact the church office. 

December Anniversaries: 
 
Anniversaries are not available for 

web—edi�on.  Please contact the 

church office. 

December  Birthdays 
 

 

Birthdays are not available for 

web—edi�on.  Please contact the 

church office. 

 

 
 

Sunday Volunteers:  Thank you to all our Volunteers! 

Nursery       Ushers 

12/7: Debbie & Missy Symonds    9:00: Melissa Dunn/Karen Ingle/ Ray & Gale Huber 
12/14: Barb Miroff/ Chelsea Whittemore   11:00: Shirley Hardy, Leader  
12/21:  Melissa Dunn/Kim Whittemore 
12/28: Sally Lepi/Kali Iachetta 
Liturgists       Projectionists: - 

12/7:  No Liturgist      12/7:  Kara Down/ Earle Ridley   
12/14: Karen Klingenberger     12/14:  Neva Benson/ Jonathan Standhart 
12/21: Chris Collins      12/21:  Jonathan Standhart/ Sarah Babbage 
12/28: Tom Klingenberger     12/28:  Ellen White/ Earle Ridley  

Alzheimer’s and Dementia Seminars 

Chris Albee, Executive Director, Atria Senior Living has offered info/support/training to anyone who 

is dealing with aging issues or parents or people who are wanting to know more about  Alzheimer’s 

and Dementia. 

The Seminar Series/Support Group will be on  

Monday nights 1st of the month in Room 9, 6:30-7:30pm 

December 1      Working As a Team…Including Your Families 

Passings: 
Dave Bellinger—October 22,2014 
Charlie Weaver—November 1, 2014 



December 2014—As of 11/15th 
Please see Website for updates 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30 1 

AA 12 PM 

Silver Squares Square 
Dancers 12:30 PM 

Guitar Music Lessons 
2:30 PM 

Alzheimer's & Demen-
tia Series 
6:30 PM to 7:30 PM  

Boy Scouts Troop 
#5  6:30 PM 

Hinterman Advent 
Study 7:00 PM  

Wake Advent Study 
7:00 PM 

2 

Staff Meeting 
9:30 AM  

Tuesday Book Study 
10:00 AM  

Guitar Music Lessons 
2:30 PM 

Weight Watchers 
5:30 PM 

Hogeman & Benson 
Advent Study 
6:30 PM 

Treble Clefs 7:00 PM 

Praise Band practice 
7:00 PM 

3 

Bagels and Book 
Study 
9:30 AM  

AA 12 PM 

Bell Choir 
6:15 PM 

Chancel Choir 
7:00 PM 

4 

Atria Sr Bible Study 
10:30 AM  

Women's AA 
11:00 AM 

Pastor Matt's Bible 
Study 
12:00 PM 

Pastor Matt's Bible 
Study 
7:00 PM 

Boy Scout Troop #195 
7:00 PM 

5 

AA 12 PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 
7:30 PM 

6 

Hanging of the 
Greens 
4:00 PM 

Hanging of the 
Greens Service 
5:30 PM 

Hanging of the 
Greens Dinner 
6:00 PM 

7 

UMW Christmas 
Breakfast 8:00 AM  

Carmine's Sunday 
church fundraiser 
8:00 AM to 12:00 PM  

Traditional Worship 
Service 9:00 AM  

Fellowship/Ed all  
ages 10 AM  

Praise & Worship 
Service 11:00 AM  

Mason Advent Study 
7:00 PM 

8 

AA 12 PM 

Silver Squares Square 
Dancers 12:30 PM 

Guitar Music Lessons 
2:30 PM 

Boy Scouts Troop #5  
6:30 PM 

Miriam Circle 7:00 PM  

Wake Advent Study 
7:00 PM 

9 

Last day for Mitten 
Tree Gifts  

Staff Meeting 9:30 AM  

Tuesday Book Study 
10:00 AM  

Ruth Circle 12:30 PM  

Guitar Music Lessons 
2:30 PM 

WW 5:30 PM 

Treble Clefs 7:00 PM 

Praise Band practice 
7:00 PM 

10 

Bagels and Book 
Study 
9:30 AM  

AA 12 PM 

Dinner and Devotions 
5:30 PM 

Bell Choir 
6:15 PM 

Chancel Choir 
7:00 PM 

11 

Atria Sr Bible Study 
10:30 AM  

Women's AA 
11:00 AM 

Pastor Matt's Bible 
Study 12:00 PM  

Pastor Matt's Bible 
Study 7:00 PM  

Boy Scout Troop #195 
7:00 PM 

12 

AA 12 PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 
7:30 PM 

13 

Emmaus Gathering 
8:30 AM 

Christmas       
Caroling Concert 
4:00 PM 



December 2014— As Of 11/15th  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

14 

Carmine's church fund-
raiser 8AM - 12PM  

Traditional Worship   
Service 9:00 AM  

Trustee Committee 10AM  

Fellowship/Ed all ages 10 
AM  

Praise & Worship       
Service 11:00 AM 

Parent Loss f Forum 
2:00pm 

Mason Advent Study 

15 

Newsletter Deadline  

AA 12 PM 

Silver Sqs 12:30 PM 

Guitar 2:30 PM 

Ruby Tues. 4:30 PM to 
10:00 PM 

Boy Scouts  6:30 PM 

Hinterman Advent Study 
7PM 

Wake Advent Study 7PM  

16 

Salem Nutrition Center 
9:00 AM to 1:30 PM  

Book Study 10:00 AM  

Guitar 2:30 PM 

WW 5:30 PM 

Hogeman & Benson Ad-
vent Study 6:30 PM  

Finance Committee 
7:00 PM to 8:00 PM  

Treble Clefs 7:00 PM 

Praise Band 7:00 PM  

17 

Bagels and Book 
Study 9:30 AM  

AA 12 PM 

Bell Choir 
6:15 PM 

Chancel Choir 
7:00 PM 

18 

Page Turners 
Book Club 
10:00 AM  

Atria Sr Bible 
Study 
10:30 AM  

Women's AA 
11:00 AM 

Blue Christmas 
Service 7:00 PM  

Boy Scout Troop 
#195 7:00 PM 

19 

AA 12 PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 
7:30 PM 

20 

Xmas Eve       
rehearsal 
11:00 AM  

21 

Carmine's 8 AM-12PM  

Traditional Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 AM  

Fellowship/Ed all ages 10 
AM  

Praise & Worship        
Service 11:00 AM  

Widow/Widower Group 
2:00 PM 

Mason Advent Study 
7:00 PM 

22 

MS Society Support 
Group 10:30 AM  

AA 12 PM 

Silver Sqs 12:30 PM 

Guitar 2:30 PM 

Boy Scouts 6:30 PM 

Wake Advent Study 7PM  

Hinterman Advent Study 
7PM 

23 

Staff Meeting 9:30 AM  

Tuesday Book Study 
10:00 AM  

Guitar 2:30 PM 

WW 5:30 PM 

Treble Clefs 7:00 PM 

Praise Band practice 
7:00 PM 

24 

AA 12 PM 

Christmas Eve 
Worship Service 
4:00 PM 

Christmas Eve 
Fellowship    
Supper 
5:30 PM 

Christmas Eve 
Service 7:00 PM  

25 

Women's AA 
11:00 AM 

26 

AA 12 PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 
7:30 PM 

27 

28 

Traditional Worship   
Service 9:00 AM  

Fellowship Breakfast 
10:00 AM  

Praise & Worship       
Service 11:00 AM  

GS Service Unit 6 PM 

29 

AA 12 PM 

Silver Sqs 12:30 PM 

Guitar 2:30 PM 

Boy Scouts Troop #5  
6:30 PM 

30 

Tuesday Book Study 
10:00 AM  

Guitar 2:30 PM 

WW 5:30 PM 

Treble Clefs 7:00 PM 

Praise Band 7:00 PM  

31 

AA 12 PM 

   


