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Message from the Pastor: 

Do no Harm, by avoiding every kind of evil. 

Do all the Good you can. 

Pursue Spiritual Disciplines that help you grow in Love for  God.                                                   

       -John Wesley’s General Rules for the People Called Methodists 

At our Annual Conference session at the beginning of June, a service of worship and the ordina�on of Deacons 

and Elders completed our �me together.  I have had the privilege of par�cipa�ng in that service as the co-chair of the 

Board of Ordained Ministry. As a United Methodist clergyperson is ready to be ordained, they stand before the en�re 

Conference, and are asked the 19 “Historic Ques�ons.”  These were formulated by John Wesley, the founder of the 

Methodist movement, and have been asked of  every Methodist preacher from the very beginning.   Two of the historic 

ques�ons are:  “Do you know the General Rules of our Church?” and  “Will you Keep them?” 

 The General Rules are not just for the clergy of the church, nor are they a requirement for salva�on, but rather, 

they are a guide for those who have sought salva�on in Jesus Christ, and want to con�nue as his disciples, or followers.  

They have been dis�lled by Bishop Reuben Job into “Three Simple Rules:”  Do No harm, Do Good, and Stay in Love with 

God.   

Wesley suggests things to avoid that might cause harm, and things to embrace that might do good for God and others.  

(For more detail, check out the text of the General Rules here: 

  h;p://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/general-rules-of-the-methodist-church) 

He also suggests ways to (in Bishop Job’s words) “stay in love with God.”  Wesley uses the words, “a;end upon 

the ordinances of God.”  He also calls them “the Means of Grace”.  The “Means of Grace” are:  The Sacrament of The 

Lord’s Supper or Holy Communion,  Public Worship of God,  Ministry of the Word (read or spoken), Family and Private 

Prayer, Searching the Scriptures (Bible study), and Fas�ng or Abs�nence. 

 God may be encountered in many places and many ac�vi�es, including strolling in the forest, floa�ng on the 

water, curled up in a favorite chair, watching children play, or walking down a dewy fairway.  However, Wesley knew 

that there are certain places and certain ac�vi�es where one is sure to encounter and be in rela�onship with God.  The 

“Means of Grace” are places where God has promised to be present.  They are places where I open myself and invite 

God in.  They are places where people are ac�vely looking for God.  Whenever two or three are gathered to worship, 

God has promised to be there.  Whenever we pray, we open ourselves to God’s presence and invite God into our lives 

with response to our prayers.  As we read the Bible, study the Word, and listen as the Word is taught and preached, we 

encounter the message that God has prepared for us from the beginning.  As we fast, or deny our bodily desires in other 

ways, we create an awareness of need within us that God can, and will, fill.  And as we take into ourselves the bread and 

(unfermented) wine of The Lord’s Supper, we receive in our selves the Spirit of the living, saving Christ. 

 You may find many places where you may be aware of God’s presence.  But why not look first where God has 

promised to be, where you can be sure to encounter God.  It happens that all of those places can be found in the fellow-

ship of the church.  I invite you to join us for worship.  I encourage you to spend �me with friends from church, or get to 

know a few.  I urge you to pray and listen for answers.  Do it by yourself if you choose, but it’s even more sa�sfying with 

others.  Read the Bible and really think about it.  Read the margin notes and footnotes;  join a Bible study. 

 Living the life of a disciple of Jesus Christ may raise lots of 

ques�ons, raise many challenges, and may not be easy.  But the 

General Rules are simple:  Do No Harm, Do Good, Stay In Love 

With God. 

In Christ’s love,    

Pastor Ma; Stengel 
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A PRAYER CHAIN REMINDER: We have an ac�ve prayer 

chain, both through e-mails and phone. You’re invited 

to be part of that; just call Bill and Gail Mason at       

453-9038.  Also, if you have a prayer concern of any kind that 

you want to share,  contact Bill and Gail at the  number above or 

by e-mail at wmason@rochester.rr.com. We only send out     

prayer concerns when we receive direct requests.  

Altar Flowers: If you would like a formal arrangement 

placed in honor/memory of a loved one, contact  

Be8y LaMonica.  Arrangements are $25.   

 

Anniversary Ministry:  Please contact me of your     

special day at 621-4034. Thank you, Dick Hamblin 

Birthday Ministry: We would love to recognize your 

special day.   

Please e-mail the office to let us know if your birthday is 

not on our calendar. greeceumc@fron�ernet.net 

 
Deadline for all newsle8er ar�cles is the 15th of each 
month by 12:00pm.  Please e-mail to  
Deb Babbage at dbabbage@rochester.rr.com.    

2018 Fundraiser Updates 
Thank you to all who have helped in some way to 
make our fundraising successful. These fundraisers 
help support our church and the many ministries we 
have to offer our community.  Volunteers are always 
needed and welcomed!    
    

Chicken BBQ   Thu. Aug. 16, 4:30pm-sellout 

Chicken BBQ   Thu. Sep. 20, 4:30pm-sellout 

Pulled Pork BBQ  Thu. Oct. 18, 4:30pm-sellout 

 
Thank you for your support!  

 
Pasta Dinner Buffet  $425.78 

Sub Sale   $226.30 

Chicken & Biscuits Dinner $600.04 
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner $525.21 

Chicken BBQ (April)  Cancelled due to weather 

Chicken BBQ (May)  $1012.58 

Book Sale   $502.50 

Summerfest   $457.75 

Chicken BBQ (June)  $1135.21 

Chicken BBQ (July)  TBA 

Let’s Get Connected!  

Excellent opportunity to share with 
your friends and family all the 

GUMC has to offer. 

  Website: greeceumc.org 

  Facebook:  Greece UMC   

      Twitter @GreeceUMC 



Worship Scripture August 2018:  
What follows are the Lectionary Readings for each 
Sunday.  Each week, the theme of the services will 
usually emerge from one of the prescribed readings 
(often the  Gospel). We invite you to read through the lessons 
prior to Sunday. It can be a healthy discipline and enhance the 
experience of worship. 
 
 8/5: 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a  Psalm 51:1-12 
  Ephesians 4:1-16  John 6:24-35 
 
8/12: 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15,31-33  Psalm 130 
  Ephesians 4:25-5:2  John 6:35, 41-51 
 
8/19: 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14  Psalm 111 
  Ephesians 5:15-20  John 6:51-58 
 
8/26: 1 kings 8:22-30,41-43  Psalm 84 
  Ephesians 6:10-20  John 6:56-69 

Sundays,  
10—11am                 

Discipleship Hour   
Join us Sunday    

mornings for Bible study & fellowship. 
 

Discipleship Hour is on Summer recess 
Classes will resume on September 16th. 

Widows & Widowers:   
Group will be meeting Sunday, 
August  19th, at 2:00pm in         
Kerrison Rm. 

Our Praise Band is looking for more musicians! 

The addi�on of a drummer and a bass player 
would really help round out our sound.      

Singers and other instruments are always           
welcome! If you are interested in   playing at 

the 11:00  service, join us for rehearsal at 
10:00 on Sunday morning. For more              

informa�on contact Ed Klingenberger at 
edk@rochester.rr.com.  

 

 

 

 

Sunday, September 2nd—Our regular service 

schedule begins. 

 9am—Tradi�onal Service 

 11am—Praise & Worship Service 

Sunday, September 9th— Fall Fellowship 

Breakfast at 10am, Fellowship Hall. Volunteers 
needed.   

Sunday, September 16th— Discipleship Hour 
begins at 10am. 

Nurturing Ministries Needs Your Help 
 What is Nurturing Ministries? Well, it is a very important 
part of our church, our mission, our task.  We are responsible for 
the organization of many of our fellowship events and small 
group studies (Sunday-Saturday) for our congregation and    
community. 
 Over the next couple of weeks, we will be putting together 
our calendar of events for the 2018-2019 year.  Please consider 
helping us with these events.  It is a wonderful ministry when 
we bring the congregation and community together—fun is had, 
new friends are made, and the glory of God is praised. 
 If you have questions, please see Pastor Matt or Debbie   
Babbage.  We will also be placing volunteer sign-up sheets in 
the King Commons are.. 



Salem Nutritional Center 
Monday, August 13th 

9:00am—2:00pm 
Please join us for a morning of      
serving.  
• Meet/leave Church at 9:00 am.  At 

9:30, lunch prep begins.   
• Serving 100—150 hungry people 

at noon. 
• Return to the church at 2:00 pm.  
 
We need 10 people there each time. It 

is a very satisfying ministry.  

Message from Outreach:       
Good things come in small packages . . . and, during the summer, we have a couple of opportuni�es to con-

tribute to those “package” projects! 

July 29 is our next Undie Sunday; all sizes are needed for the start of the next school year. Over and over, the 

nurses send thanks to all of you who generously donate to their “undies drawers.” 

 

Beginning in mid-August, you will see our big school supplies boxes sta�oned in the   commons, 

ready to be filled with spiral & composi�on notebooks, 2-pocket folders, #2 pencils, crayons,       

markers, colored pencils, rulers, erasers, backpacks, glue s�cks, �ssues, and Zip-loc bags. A week or 

so aWer the start of school, this collec�on will be delivered to West Ridge, Holmes Road, Autumn 

Lane, Longridge, English Village, and Brookside. 

 

In addi�on, our commitment to Atria Bible Study con�nues during the summer.  Each Thursday, I (oWen 

along with Neva Benson & Gale Huber) head to Atria to present a 30-minute program, reading scriptures and 

sharing a few life-applica�on stories.  If you think you might like to become involved in this upliWing 

ministry, contact Karen Pearson (392-3892 or email kgp@rochester.rr.com). You could come along 

one week to see if you might enjoy par�cipa�ng. We have a small but faithful group of residents who 

love seeing us each week! 

 

Matthew 17:20:  “I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move 

from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.” 

 

Please join us each month as we help to 

stock the shelves at the Greece              

Ecumenical Food Shelf.  This month we 

are collec)ng: 

• Canned Fruit 

• Applesauce 

 

Your dona)ons of food help 

to feed our neighbors in the Greece and 

Charlo/e  areas.  

Chicken BBQ Drive Thru! 
Thursday, August 16th. 

4:30—6:30pm (or until sold-out) 

Due to the overwhelming        
response to our BBQ, we have 

increased the number of dinners available! 
Chicken, Choice of 2 out of 4 sides, 

(Beans, Coleslaw, Potatoes, Macaroni Salad) 

Roll, and Brownie for $10.00 

All proceeds to benefit the ministries at GUMC 

Invite your friends, family, and neighbors! 

 

Volunteers are always needed! Sign-up in King   
Commons. 

Thank you to all who came out and supported this year’s 

book sale and Summerfest! All the proceeds will go to the 

ministries at GUMC. 

Vendors Fees:   $180.00 

Burgers & Hot Dog:  $171.75 

Strawberry Booth:  $106.00 

Total:    $457.75 



Page Turners Monthly Book Club:  

August: No Mee�ng 
 
September Selection:  

The Boy No One Loved 
By Casey Watson 

 

Everyone is welcomed to join 
us Thursday,  September 27th 
at 10:00am in the Kerrison 

Room for discussion.  

Tuesday Book Group:  NEW BOOK STARTING AUGUST 14 

The Top Ten List for Chris�ans 

Priori�es for Faithful Living 

By James W. Moore 

We meet Tuesdays @ 10:00am in Kerrison 

Room.  

Contact  Linda Hoffman for informa�on.    

(458-2248 or mhoffman@rochester.rr.com)  
All are welcome to this group.  

Dinner and Devotion  

We are on Summer    
recess!  Classes will   
resume in the Fall. 

All are welcome to join any or all 

studies. Invite your family, friends, 

and neighbors. 

Pastor Matt’s Bible Study:  

Pastor Ma; started a new Bible Study 

in July, on the Book of Psalms.  It is 

held on Thursdays, through August 23 

at noon (at the Church) and at 7:00 

p.m. (at the Villages behind Unity Hospital, in 

the Village Square building).   

Join us for all or some of the sessions! 

Let’s Get Connected –Part 2 
Growing Closer to God and Each Other Through Small Groups 
 

This past year, we have been focusing our “Let’s Get             

Connected” ini�a�ve through social media—geYng our        

informa�on out there to the congrega�on and community 

through our website, Facebook, Twi;er, and newsle;ers. Now 

our commitment is to bring people together to build               

rela�onships with God and each other. What be;er way is 

there than with small groups.  John Wesley was the pioneer of 

small group evangelism.  

 

Small groups are about crea�ng space to dig deeper into our 

God, church, and church family through rela�onships. We do 

this by geYng together either in one of our many rooms at 

church, others’ homes, or venues out in our community. We 

study His word and pray with and for each other.  

 

Are you interested?  We are currently looking for small group 

facilitators.  Leading a small group isn’t about being perfect, it’s 

about serving each other—crea�ng a space to grow a deeper 

rela�onship with God.  Hos�ng a group is simple.  Choose a 

topic/book that interests you and select a �me and place to 

meet.  It can be a short 3-4 week topic or something longer.  

You decide.  We will provide you with whatever resources and 

support you may need.  Please see Pastor Ma; or Debbie Bab-

bage if you are interested in learning more about leading or 

par�cipa�ng in a small group. 

 

God calls us to live in rela�onship with each other. Let that be 

our focus for the future of our church.  

GREECE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 
Executive Committee Meeting:  
August 27th, 6:30pm, Room 9 
Gale Huber, President 
 
GVD Reading Program:  
Those who are participating in the GVD Reading 
Program, please give your completed Reading 
Program List to Phyllis Miller no later than   
August 25th. Your list may be put in the UMW 
mailbox or mailed to Phyllis at 4 Pirates Cove, 
Spencerport, 14559. 
 
Save the Dates: 
 
Men’s Breakfast Sat., Sept. 22nd, 9:00am, 
   Fellowship Hall 
 
GVD UMW Annual Meeting  
   Sat., Oct. 6th, Avon UMC 
 
Fall Bazaar  Sat., Nov. 3rd,  
   9:00-2:00pm,  
   Fellowship Hall 



Budgeted Income as of Week #27 – 07/08/18 
 
Budget Total                                     Pledges                                         Non-Pledges 
Needed YTD         Received             Needed YTD       Received           Needed YTD          Received 
$158,755.85         $145,951.35        $99,173.08         $90,900.00         $21,548.08            $23,641.00 
  

Current Income (Usable) vs Expenses as of the end o f June 06/30/18  

Usable                 Spent                   Yet to Spend          +/-            
$135,967.35         $143,590.39           $0.00                     -$7,623.04* 

 
* Note: Anticipated $5,000 from Missions and Summer BBQ Fundraisers to make up this gap. 

 
Greece UMC Fundraisers  

Please sign up and help support the Summer Chicken BBQ fundraisers to help fill in the budget gap. 
These activities help raise monies that go directly to help maintain the Church. 
No experience is necessary and the many friendly volunteers will help you to fit right in. The bulletin has 
an insert that lists all the upcoming fundraisers. 
Just pick a date and sign up! 

  

Contribution Statements  
2nd Quarter Contribution Statements were distributed in mid-July. Please pick up 
and review your statement for accuracy.  If there are any corrections needed, 
please let me know. Just leave a note in my Church mailbox. 

Best regards,  
Bill Kostyshak, Financial Secretary 

AT LAST! The local affiliate, working with our committee has established a 
September start for our home. We still have to work out the details as to the actual start date in           
September, the location, and, hopefully, the potential homeowner. Our coalition has 79% of the funds    
already raised. Watch for bulletin inserts for your opportunity to make a donation that would sponsor a 
square foot/feet, fund a box of nails, or whatever you could donate.   

 If you haven’t volunteered to work on the homes in the past, give it some consideration. The local 
affiliate has set up a very helpful online sign up on their website, rochesterhabitat.org. The signup for our 
home won’t be ready until we get closer to the start date, but you could volunteer on any home if you’d 
like. Habitat does a great job of assigning work, and training where necessary. It’s a great experience as 
you work with other representatives which could even include current and potential homeowners.  

If you think you’d like to get involved in any way, please contact me at 453-9038, or at 
wmason@rochester.rr.com . I can always use someone to represent our church (the founding church) at 
meetings I’m not able to attend.  

Bill Mason 

Habitat for Humanity  



Thoughts from Lisa Kostyshak 

God Takes the Summer Off 

“We are sorry to inform you that God will not be available during the summer beginning June 1st.  He feels 

He deserves some �me off, so He has canceled His normal du�es for the summer. 

He has agreed to send the sun and rain occasionally when He happens to be in town, but so far as answering 

prayers for the needs of your family, please don’t count on Him. 

God has let church leaders know that they should not plan any outreach efforts or mission trips during the 

summer—or at least if they do, they will have to do it without Him because He plans to be gone a lot to see 

rela�ves, baseball games and the lake.  God has expressed the opinion that we should find someone else to 

take His place. 

Then we reminded Him of His promise, “Surely I will be with you always,” but He said He didn’t realize when 

He said it that it meant going two or three years without a break.  He expressed His sincere regret and hopes 

that it will not cause anyone any inconvenience. 

God may be contacted any�me aWer September 1st at which �me He hopes to get back into the                 

rou�ne.  “Please defer all requests un�l then,” He requested. 

Aren’t you glad God doesn’t take the summer off?  As we approach summer, make it your determina�on to 

bring yourself and your family to God’s House on Sunday.  He’ll be wai�ng for us to worship Him.” 

Deuteronomy 31:6 Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD 

your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. 

h/p://bradwhi/.com/2013/05/devo)onal-thought-god-takes-the-summer-off-2/ 



Great News! 

The Staff-Parish Rela�ons Commi;ee has chosen a new                    

Administra�ve Assistant for the church office.  Her name is Marylou 

Jones.  Marylou is a former member of our church, and is married to 

re�red pastor David Jones.   She brings with her tremendous skills in 

organiza�on and office management.  

 

Marylou is currently spending �me helping to care for her brand-new granddaughter in Texas, and 

then will be helping provide care for David’s mother in Chicago at the beginning of August.        

Therefore, she will start on or about August 20, 2018.   

 

We are pleased to Welcome Marylou Jones to our ministry team. 

At long last it looks like the 175th Anniversary Picnic Pavilion is becoming reality! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This means the engraved bricks that were the main fundraiser for the project will soon be 

placed at the pavilion entrance.    

Before they are finally placed, bricks will be laid out for all to see inside the church.  This is to 

make sure that the plan is good, and that the installa�on goes smoothly.  At this point, there 

are 112 engraved bricks, but at Pastor Ma;’s sugges�on, we will order and install addi�onal 

bricks for any members who are interested in par�cipa�ng.  Contact Tom Hinterman 967-

5321, Hinter- man.Tom7@gmail.com.  

 



August Birthdays 
 

 
 
NOT AVAILABEL FOR WEB 
EDITION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
August  Anniversaries 
 

 

 

 

NOT AVAILABLE FOR WEB EDITION 

Nursery: 
 

Nursery coverage will be “as needed” during the 
summer hours. 

Projectionists: 10:00am 
 
8/5: Ellen White 
8/12: Neva Benson 
8/19: Earle Ridley 
8/26: Melissa Dunn 

Ushers:   
  10:00am  

Cindy Lane, Ray & Gale Huber, Steve Nash 

Liturgists:  
 

No Liturgists during the summer worship 

Counters: 
8/5:  Cindy Lane, Keineth Stone, Sally Lepi 
8/12 & 8/19:  Mary Vande Logt, Kim Whittemore, 
Shirley Haefle 
8/26:  Bill & Barb Brado, Dick Hamblin 

The Worship Commi4ee is looking for    

people who want to aid their fellow       

worshipers each Sunday. See below how 

you may help enrich our worship �me: 

 

• Altar Guild:  If you are interested, contact Kathy Murray 

at kathykearnsmurray@gmail.com 

• Communion Stewards:  If interested, contact Mary       

VandeLogt at mevgolf@rochester.rr.com 

• Ushers: Contact Tom Hinterman in person, or                 

Hinterman.Tom7@Gmail.com 

• Nursery: If interested, contact Sally Lepi at 

slepi20002000@yahoo.com  

• Projec�onists: If interested, contact Lisa Kostyshak at 

lkostyshak@gmail.com 

• Choir: If interested, contact Sharon Neary, choir director 

at loon1024@aol.com 

• Praise Band: If interested, contact Ed Klingenberger at 

edk@rochester.rr.com 

Congrega�on Updates  

 

 

Reminder:  We are working diligently to update our  

records so please call the office with any changes.  We 

have many adult children who are members and at 

different addresses, but s�ll listed under their parents 

in our books.  Emails are also good.  Please mark to the 

a8en�on of Jackie Sagona.  Thank you! 



August 2018 as of 6/15th.  Please see Website for Updates. 

Sun  Mon  Tue Wed Thu  Fri  Sat  
      1 

AA 
12 PM 

2 

Atria 10:30 AM  

Women's AA 11 AM 

Bible Study 12 PM  

Bible Study @ Villages 
7 PM 

3 

Adopt-A-Highway 
Clean-up  

AA 12 PM 

Creative 
Hands 1:15 PM 

AA 7:30 PM 

4 

Adopt-A-
Highway 
Clean-up  

5 

Summer 
Worship 
10 AM  

6 

AA 
12 PM 

Silver Squares 
12:30 PM 

Victory AA 
6 PM to 7 PM 

7 

Tuesday Book 
Study 
10 AM  

8 

AA 
12 PM 

9 

Atria 10:30 AM  

Women's AA 11 AM 

Bible Study 12 PM  

Bible Study @ Villages 
7 PM 

10 

AA 12 PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 7:30 PM 

11 

Emmaus 
Gathering 
8:30 AM 

12 

Summer 
Worship 
10 AM  

13 

Salem Nutrition 
Center 9 AM  

AA 12 PM 

Silver Squares 
12:30 PM 

Victory AA 
6 PM to 7 PM 

14 

Tuesday Book 
Study 
10 AM  

Praise Band 
practice 
7 PM 

15 

Newsletter Dead-
line Today  

AA 12 PM 

Chicken BBQ food 
prep 1 PM  

16 

Atria 10:30 AM  

Women's AA 11 AM 

Bible Study 12 PM  

Chicken BBQ set-up 
3 PM & Drive Thru 
4:30 PM 

Bible Study @ Villages 
7 PM 

17 

AA 
12 PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 
7:30 PM 

18 

19 

Summer 
Worship 
10 AM  

20 

AA 12 PM 

Newsletter 
Crew 
12:30 PM 

Silver Squares 
12:30 PM 

Victory AA 
6 PM to 7 PM 

21 

Senior Citizens 
Day 

Tuesday Book 
Study 
10 AM  

22 

AA 
12 PM 

23 

Atria 10:30 AM  

Women's AA 11 AM 

Bible Study 12 PM  

Bible Study @ Villages 
7 PM 

24 

AA 
12 PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 
7:30 PM 

25 

26 

Summer 
Worship 
10 AM  

27 

MS Support 
Group 10:30 AM 

AA 12 PM 

Silver Squares  
12:30 PM 

Victory AA 
6 PM to 7 PM 

UMW Exec 
6:30 PM 

28 

Tuesday Book 
Study 
10 AM  

29 

AA 
12 PM 

30 

Atria 10:30 AM  

Women's AA 11 AM 

31 

AA 
12 PM 

Creative Hands  
1:15 PM 

AA 
7:30 PM 

1 


