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Introduction to the Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
Holy Baptism is full initiation by water and the Holy Spirit into Christ’s Body the Church.  It is a 

public statement of one’s intentional decision to follow the way of Jesus – the Way of Love.  In the case of 

infant baptism, it is the parents’ declaration of their intent to raise a child in the way of Jesus. The bond which 

God establishes in Baptism is indissoluble, so baptism is only administered once.   When you choose to be 

baptized yourself or to have your child baptized in the Episcopal Church, it means you are choosing to live out 

the Baptismal Covenant in the context of an Episcopal community, taking your part in the worship, mission and 

ministries of the local parish.  Baptism is open to all people, regardless of age or background. 

Saint James requires that candidates for baptism to undertake intentional preparation.  That preparation 

includes study of the Baptismal Covenant and what it contains, and what it can mean for your life.   We will 

discuss the symbol of water, the importance of the Trinity—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—in whose name 

the baptism is administered (it is all about belonging to community), and about Scripture stories that illuminate 

the meaning and symbolism of Baptism.  

Baptism can be regarded as the beginning of a spiritual path and not the culmination of one.  It is not 

necessary that a candidate for baptism fully understand nor be comfortable with every word of the Christian 

Creeds and doctrines from the outset, but rather be ready to embark on the rich path of discovery into the way, 

truth and life of Jesus Christ. Wherever you come from and whatever your faith background, the Episcopal 

Church welcomes you! 

 

What is Holy Baptism? 
“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 

body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.” (1 Corinthians 12: 12 - 13) 

 

Holy Baptism is the foundational sacrament of the Christian Church. In baptism: 

 

• God declares to us electing love and confers to us forgiveness.  

• God unites us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

• God pours out upon us the Holy Spirit, bringing new life and empowerment for ministry.  

• God incorporates us into the Body of Christ, the community of the New Covenant.  

 

Because Holy Baptism signifies the full reality of salvation, the entirety of Christian living is baptismal, 

an actualization of our new identity in Christ.  Baptism, the rite of initiation into the Body of Christ, is essential 

for the life of the Church, but it is not absolutely essential for salvation. Christ died for all and the work of 

redemption is complete. 

 

Receiving Baptism 
Persons eligible to be baptized (or their parents and sponsors) are those who express a desire to be 

baptized, confess their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord, show evidence in their life, work and participation in the 

worship of the Church, of their commitment to Christ.  Further, in the case of infants and small children, the 

Church requires a commitment that the child will continue to be raised in the Christian life and faith.  Baptized 

persons are expected to be faithful to living out the Promises found on pages 302-303 of the Book of Common 

Prayer, and the Baptismal Covenant on pages 304-305.  Baptism is normally conducted at the Church during a 

principal celebration of the Eucharist. 
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Preparation of Candidates for Baptism 
Because Holy Baptism implies a lifelong relationship, preparation is required.  It is the expectation of 

this parish that persons desiring to be baptized, or parents / sponsors / godparents of infants and young children, 

will meet with the Priest prior to the Baptism to discuss the purpose and intention of Baptism. 

 

Role of Parents, Godparents and Sponsors 
A Sponsor is normally “a baptized Christian who presents a candidate for Baptism, thereby endorsing 

the candidate and signifying an intention to support the new Christian by prayer and example” (An Episcopal 

Dictionary of the Church).   Parents, sponsors, and godparents are expected to promise that they will do their 

best to insure the baptized person will be supported and upheld in the faith and that, if a child, that person will 

be taught the way of love in following Jesus’ life and example of loving God and others.  

 

Celebrating the Event 
A baptism is an important event in the life of the individual, the family, the parish and the whole 

Church.  During the service itself, it is important to recognize that worship is taking place.  Flash photography 

during the service is encouraged.  Non-flash pictures and natural light videos may be taken as long as the 

designated person is not distracting to the priest, family and others.  It is appropriate to mark the occasion 

with cards, gifts, and family traditions, such as the use of an heirloom Christening Gown.  The family may 

choose to sponsor the Coffee Hour following the service, donate for the Altar flowers, or to have a celebration 

at home. 

 

Suggested Donation 
A donation of $200 to Saint James parish is suggested to support the Eucharist and mission of the Saint 

James. If this should be a financial burden, please give as generously as you are able to the ministry of the 

parish. 

 

Participating in the Mass 
Members of the baptism party may participate in the service as oblation bearers (gifts of bread and wine 

for the Eucharist), the prayers and giving the light of Christ, provided there is sufficient notice to allow 

scheduling.  Clergy not on the staff of this parish may, at the discretion of the Rector, be invited to assist at 

baptisms. 

 

I want to arrange a Baptism. What do I do Next? 
1. Call the Parish Office and speak with the Priest to arrange a time to discuss your decision and to begin 

preparation.  The Priest will be glad to talk to you about any additional questions.  

2. Complete the information page and return to the parish office or when you meet with the Priest. 

 
The Appropriate time for Baptism in the Episcopal Church 

According to The Book of Common Prayer, “Holy Baptism is appropriately administered within the 

Eucharist as the chief service on a Sunday or other feast (page 298).”  The rubrics also state that Baptism is 

“especially appropriate at the Easter Vigil, on the Day of Pentecost, on All Saints’ Day or the Sunday All 

Saints’ Day is celebrated and on the feast of the Baptism of our Lord (page 312).” The Book of Common 

Prayer, calls for Baptisms to be done normally on the five days reserved for Baptism during the Church Year.  

Baptisms can be observed on other Sundays at the discretion of the Priest. 

 

Baptism and Communion 
Since Holy Baptism is full initiation into Christ’s Body the Church, every baptized person, regardless of 

age is welcome to receive Holy Communion. It is good to model and welcome baptized infants and young 

children to receive Holy Communion.  First Communion is available to those parents who wish their children to 

wait until the age of eight. 
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Date requested for baptism __________________________ 

Candidate’s Name _________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________ 

Birth Date __________________ Sex (Please Circle) M / F 

Place of Birth (City & State) _________________________________________________ 

Parent’s Full Name ________________________________________________________ 

Present Church Affiliation ___________________________________________________ 

Baptized (Denomination) ____________________________________________________ 

Parent’s Full Name ________________________________________________________ 

Present Church Affiliation ___________________________________________________ 

Baptized (Denomination) ____________________________________________________ 

Email address: __________________________________ Phone: ____________________ 

Reason for selecting Saint James ______________________________________________ 

Sponsors (You may select two or four sponsors) 

1. Full Name ______________________________________________________________ 

Baptized (Denomination) ___________________________________________________ 

2. Full Name _____________________________________________________________ 

Baptized (Denomination) ___________________________________________________ 

3. Full Name _____________________________________________________________ 

Baptized (Denomination) ___________________________________________________ 

4. Full Name _____________________________________________________________ 

Baptized (Denomination) ___________________________________________________ 

 

Revised and approved by the Vestry 03.2019 

Holy Baptism Information Sheet 
Saint James Episcopal Church 

516 Washington Street ● West Dundee, Illinois 60118 

847-426-5612 ● stjamesdundee@gmail.com 

Complete the information sheet and return to the Parish Office.  


