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Let us pray. 

Most loving, gracious Father, we give you thanks and praise for this day. We pray that your Holy Spirit would lead us and 
guide us as we enter into the study of your word, your word be spoken in your word received in the name of the father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 Please be seated. 

We're going to look this morning at this portion of Paul's letter to the Corinthians and this portion, as Paul talks about 
love comes between what we heard last week and Deacon Mary Carol preached about the divisions that were taking 
place as people were arguing about whose gift was the greatest, forgetting that they needed everyone in the body to do 
their part. Then there's this section where Paul talks about love and then he again moves into talking to the church at 
Corinth about spiritual gifts and some of the divisions regarding the gifts of the Holy Spirit and speaking in tongues and 
some of the divisions that were being created in the church with what should be a necessity and a blessing for the 
people of God. So then we have this section here as Paul speaks to us about love and he goes on, if I speak in the 
tongues of men and of angels, but have not love will then I am just the clanging gong or a cymbal. If I have the gift of 
prophecy and knowledge and if I have faith that can move a mountain but have love, I am nothing. If all I possess I give 
to the poor and give my body to be burned as a martyr, but I have not love, I gain nothing. 

And we think he's really challenging them as all of these things that the church is being divided about, about who is the 
greatest thing he's saying, you could have all these great things. He's not saying that the gifts of the spirit or these things 
are bad. He's saying the division that is in the midst of the church right now is a problem and you're all worried about 
these things, but you could have all of those. Even giving your life as a martyr but if you don't have love, what's the 
point? You have missed the centrality of what is our faith, which is the relationship between us and God that is healed 
and made possible through Christ. And the relationship that exists between us as brothers and sisters in Christ. That 
those are the two things that are central, which is right after what Jesus said, when he was challenged. Well, what's the 
greatest commandment? And he said, the greatest commandment is this, that you love God with all your heart and 
mind and soul. And the second is the same like it. You love your neighbor as yourself. On these two things, hang all the 
law and the prophets. That was Jesus's answer when he was asked what's most important? He didn't say, what's most 
important is that you do all of the things on this list and don't do any of the things on this list. And if you do that, you'll 
be fine because that was what the people already had. They already had a law which they could never keep fully. And 
when Jesus comes, he says, in this relationship of loving God and loving one another, that will lead you toward a life that 
fulfills all the things that the law and the prophets were pointing to. 

But if you just do those tasks but don't have relationship, it's pointless. That's a big charge because we would take some 
of these things and we say, well, if I had faith enough, they could move mountains I would think that'd be pretty good, 
right? We'd be high up on the list, but if we do that forgetting our relationship with God and one another, then it's a 
great show that we're putting on. Then Paul goes on to talk about what love looks like. Love is patient, kind, does not 
envy, does not boast, it's not proud, It's not rude, It's not self seeking, is not easily angered, It keeps no record of 
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil, but rejoices in the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. Love never fails. Now, this passage is a favorite to get read at weddings, but if we read this passage and we 
think it's all about us and our love in sort of this emotional state, then we're missing the point too. Because we have to 
look at this in several ways. First, if we look at the people we love versus the people that we don't love, even though 
we're supposed to, we can see how these things come to fruition in those relationships with people who we say we love. 
But if it's all about us and sort of this emotional state which comes and goes, I would challenge us, then, If we look at 
even the people that we love who wants to raise their hand and say the love that they have with people shows all of 
these things all of the time. No hands would want to go up, but that doesn't mean that we don't love, but if this focus is 
only on us, what we see again is that we can't do it. 

We can do it on our own. What we have to see in this first and foremost is that we can't but Jesus Christ did. And that 
it's in relationship with him, that our relationship with one another starts to change and that we can begin to love as he 



loved. And so we have to first and foremost enter into that relationship with God made possible through Christ and the 
Holy Spirit is poured in us and then surrounded by His love in relationship to one another. We seek to see the fruits of 
this love come forth in a love that is patient and kind and not envious, and we know that God is the only one who does 
all of those things. It's his love that meets all those criteria. And so first we received that love and then we enter into it, 
but if we put it all on us, what we'll find is we'll either come up with a system of rules by which the way we already 
behave is sufficient to enter into God's presence so we're okay or we enter into a place of complete despair where we 
say, well, there's no hope I can't do these things. 

And we have to remember that Jesus Christ came not so that we could just have another set of rules that's different 
than the old law and replace it with a new list. And he didn't just say, well go and try to keep this list and good luck, see 
you on the other side I hope you make out okay. Because we'd be in this same problem we were when Jesus came that 
there was a law that nobody could keep. There was no way to perfectly do all of the things necessary to make ourselves 
be able to enter into the presence of God. That's what the law showed us. So if Christianity is all about just a new list of 
things you do or don't do, and we do them in our own strength, all we've done is replaced one law for the other and we 
don't need a savior. We just need ourselves to try really hard and a good coach to stand next to us and say, come on, 
you're doing great, don't go this way go this way. But faith in Jesus Christ, Christianity is a faith by which we say God has 
this standard of what's necessary to enter into his holy presence and we can't do it on our own, but Jesus does for us. 
And that we are able to enter into God's presence by saying yes. And so it's in saying yes to Jesus that were able to enter 
into this relationship of love with God who is the one who does it perfectly and we do it imperfectly. 

But Paul challenges them as he talks about this way of love. Why it's so important is because, well, he says where there 
are prophecies, they are going to cease, where there are tongues, they'll be stilled, where there is knowledge it will pass 
away. For now we know in part, we prophesy in part, but when the perfect comes, the imperfect disappears. Then what 
he's saying is all of these things that the church was divided about, they're going to come to an end and there's going to 
be a new creation. Jesus is going to return and what's the thing that's going to matter then, Our relationship with God 
and our relationship with one another, so we spend all this time fighting about all sorts of things. 

You know, and we in some ways we'd think, well that was the church back then fighting about this, that, or the other 
thing. Since we have this book and we saw what God said, we've changed our ways we don't have any of that now. But if 
you look even at all the number of denominations of Christianity that exists in the world, they all exist because people 
were fighting about one thing or the other. Then this was important or not important and you made it too important or 
you're not doing it right and so I can't, I can't talk to you anymore. And so we'll go our own way. And then there's a new 
fight and then somebody says, well, I'm going my way, and Paul says all, that's going to pass away. All those things you 
argued about. And then we enter into God's presence and what counts. We're back to our relationship with Him, our 
love for Him and our love for one another. Those are the highest priorities and that's important because it informs the 
way that we interact with one another. The way that we love should inform the way that we think about God. And that 
informs our prayer life, understanding that God loves us so perfectly and that we seek to love him and then we have to 
love one another and we have this standard of all the weight, the fruits of love look like. 

And so we have to ask ourselves then when we're about to entertain that thought in our head or have that conversation 
with our best friend or make that post online to comment on something that we've saw. When somebody reads that, 
are they going to accuse us of loving or are we just entering into a conversation of division and judgment and hate or 
whatever it might be. Because that doesn't line up with who we're called to be and all those things are gonna pass away 
anyway, and then we're going to give account to God. Do you love me and have you loved one another? 

Because Paul goes on as he finishes this section to say, well, when I was a child, I talked like a child and I reasoned like a 
child, but now I put those childish ways behind me. But now we see with a poor reflection as in a mirror, but when Jesus 
comes again, we're going to see face to face that he's really getting it. That's our frustration now as we wait Jesus's 
return is it not that we have this relationship with God, but we don't know fully. We don't have all the answers. We 
don't see God fully face to face. But we have to live in this relationship with him. We speak with him in prayer, but we 
don't hear fully as if we hear an audible voice speaking to us right now. But there is a day coming when all of that will be 
and he sums up to challenges us by saying, now three things are going to remain faith, hope and love. He could have put 



a lot of things in there. Now, three things remain, follow this rule, that rule and the other rule, and if you do those faith, 
hope and love remains. And what does he say is the greatest? Love. 

And everything else flows out of that because it is the love for us by God was the whole reason Jesus came. He didn't 
come to do all these other things. He came because God loves us and he wanted us to be with him. If he wanted a 
separation, he would've said a long time ago, you screwed it up I'm done with you people. I had enough. How many 
pages do we have of second chances and third, fourth, fifth, sixth, however many times until Jesus comes because God 
loves his people and wants us to be with him, but we can't do it on our own. And then our relationship with one another 
flows out of that because God demonstrated love that is complete, full and self sacrificing as Jesus gave himself and he 
said, now go and do likewise. This is what you must do for one another and in our heads that we don't want to admit 
we're already thinking like the Pharisees well, who's my neighbor? Who do I really have to love? Does that just apply to 
this person so I can get that one person who I don't want to love off my list. The answer is no. You got to put them on 
the list and as hard as it is, we have to love as God loved us. That's the greatest. No one wants to say, well, how are we 
doing in our faith? The question I guess is simple that we can say, well, how are we doing in love? 

Now we've received that full love from the father and I pray that the Holy Spirit will lead us each day to live in that place 
of love with God and with one another and I know it's not easy and we're going to fail, so just be okay with that, but we 
have to keep trying. We have to keep living in there and not because not if we don't do it God's going to kick us out, but 
because of what God's done, the more we love God, we can't help but love one another. That's how this works. Not just 
to like I'll do that thing to make Him happier or He's not gonna talk to me anymore. But because he loves me so much 
and you understand that, how can we treat each other and fill in the blank. So we give thanks to God for his great love 
for us and made that love spill out of us toward one another and to the rest of the world. 

Let us pray. 

Father we give you thanks and praise for the gift of your son that by His sacrifice, our debt was paid, that we were set 
free from sin and made alive again. We pray that you would change and transform our hearts, Lord, to be more like you. 
That was to fully understand what your love for us looks like and means may we live into that love it may we have that 
same love for one another, and Jesus, we ask this in your precious and holy name. 

Amen. 

 


