
Let us pray 

most loving and gracious father. We give you thanks and praise for this day. We thank you for your love 
poured out upon each of us. We pray that your Holy spirit would open our hearts, that we might hear 
your voice. Lord, may your word be spoken in your word, received in the name of the father and of the 
son and of the Holy spirit 

Amen. As we gather this morning, we celebrate on the church calendar, Trinity Sunday. And as in the 
past, you'll find that I am not going to spend lots of time trying to tell you how three is in one. And one is 
in three. We'll just tell you that's the way it is. And every time you try to figure out how the math works, 
you find yourself in some ancient heresy, that's already been condemned. That's just the way it works. 
And Trinity Sunday is not really on the calendar for us to celebrate the math of how one can be three 
and three can be one. What Trinity Sunday is about is understanding the relationship that exists 
between the father, son, and spirit. That relationship of love out of which flows everything else. That's 
the importance of Trinity Sunday. And I think it's fitting that we have that reading from Genesis, which 
brings us right back to the beginning that in this relationship, the father, son, and spirit had with one 
another, the perfection of their love out of that communion out of that relationship flows, creation 
creation, designed to be in relationship with the God who loves it, who loves us and who created us 

and time, and time and time after day after day of creation, we hear the phrase over again. It is good. It 
is good. It is very good. Now, as I heard that, and as I was thinking about this week, I don't know about 
you, but if you look out your window or turn on the news or read a newspaper, we might argue that it is 
not very good. It's not very good. In fact, it's very bad, Like that's, the reality of what we're experiencing, 
but we have to remember as, we look at that reality, that there's a promise of Jesus in the gospel I am 
with you always through whatever you face. Then there's a promise of God that Jesus is returning to 
usher in a new heaven and a new earth where all the things broken by human sin and damaged by us 
will be no more. 

But here in the interim where we would rightly argue, it's not good. Jesus walks with us. And in the 
midst of looking at the fact that things are not good right now, we have to understand that God created 
each and every single human being in the image of God. And in light of that, it becomes devastatingly 
tragic. When an innocent human being created in the image of God is killed. It becomes increasingly 
tragic when there is racism, discrimination of all kinds, economic, gender, sexual orientation, race, 
somehow humanity, I think has found a way to discriminate based on every way possible. And we look, 
and we say that isn't good, but it is also not as God intended. So as we look out and say, all right, we 
looked at every window, we listened to the news, we get it. It's really not good. So what do we do about 
it? Who's going to fix it. Well, whether you wanted this answer or not, the answer is you're going to fix 
it. 

You know, if you look at the commission in the gospel, Jesus says, go and make disciples and all of us by 
virtue of our baptism, sign up to do that, to go and to make a disciple. Well, what does that mean? That 
means to go and share the love of God to share the reconciling healing, mercy of God, that invites 
people into relationship with God and the power of the spirit that holds our relationship together with 
God and with one another. And then we walk with each other day by day in our journey with God. That's 
what it means to make a disciple. And whether you think you signed up for it or not, that's what you get 
by virtue of your baptism, by which you say yes to the Lord, we're all called to do this. And the church 
needs to recapture this rather than think. 

Well, we've hired a professional cleric and we'll make him do all of the disciple-making and then we'll 
hold him responsible as to whether it happens or not. And that's not how God set it up. He's called each 
of us as a follower of Christ to make a difference in creation, bringing the reconciling healing love of 
God. And in fact, Paul emphasizes that in the letter, second letter to the Corinthians that we heard, this 



is just the tail end of the verses. As this letter comes to an end after we spent all this time talking about 
different ways that the church had lived with one another and moral things, all these things that Paul's 
writing to the church about, then he says to them finally, to sum it all up, remember 

aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will 
be with you greet one another with a Holy kiss. All the saints send their greetings, made the grace of the 
Lord. Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy spirit be with you. And because of the 
way that this message ends in this letter, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us, 
who came to set us free from the bondage of sin and death, the love of God poured upon creation by 
which he sends his son to take our nature upon him and to pave the way for all creation, to return to 
him and the fellowship or communion of the Holy spirit, to unite us to God and unite us to one another. 

And it's that same Grace Love and fellowship of the Holy spirit that we must bear then in the midst of 
what's going on today. And we think, well, they have one mind and live at peace. We could certainly use 
that. And in many ways, tragically, I think we find ourselves in a nation that's as far from one mind, as 
possible, and as far from peace as we can remember, and we have to look at what's going on at once 
again, the tragedy that's taken place as Mr. Floyd and innocent man lost his life at the hands of the 
police. And we as a church, we as a nation must rightly be outraged. We must rightly call for change. We 
must understand that this is a conversation we've had way back since the founding of the nation. We've 
been fighting the same battle thinking we have made progress. 

And in some ways we have, but the fact that we're here talking about this again, says we're far from 
finished and there's real work that has to be done. And the church has to speak into this with the love of 
God, with the healing presence of the God who loves us all and desires that injustices, discrimination, 
racism, wherever they exist would be no more. And that we would live in the harmony of Christ in the 
peace of the God who loves us. The church has to speak into that, and this is needed now more than 
ever. Because if you look at how the dialogue is going, it's very disturbing and how we have these 
conversations. You know, somehow the division of the day has brought us to a point that when you have 
something to say, it seems that the lessons of Facebook, the lessons of the way that we talk to one 
another, the lessons of the government officials up to the highest offices have demonstrated that the 
way we should go about this is make our voice known by the most inflammatory way possible. 

And that is not the call of God on our lives. The church must speak differently. Somehow in the midst of 
this, we have to rightly stand for justice. Well, at the same time, people are reminded that God is for 
people and desires, healing, and reconciliation and renewal of all of creation. We have to do those 
together. And we're so divided that there's almost a point that we have multiple things going on and 
multiple truths, but we can't even allow them to hold at the same time. Like they cancel each other out. 
And what I mean is in the midst of an argument by which we're crying out for racial equality, that's long 
overdue and brutal misuse of police authority, then people will say, well, but what about the lives of the 
police? Don't they matter, they're getting attacked while they're doing their work. Well, that should not 
be as well. Then people say, well, look, this has being broken into, and this has being damaged and 
people are being hurt. And I say, that should not be either, but all three of those can exist at the same 
time. We can't just say, well, because there's violence against the police means there's no injustice or 
because there's looting, there's no right to protest. Those are three trues that we have to say, yes, not 
use against each other. As one cancels the other one out. 

We have to be able to hold those intention and deal with them. Now, the other piece of this, that it's 
striking to me is we have to also be able to deal with the most prevalent, severe issue perhaps first, you 
know, and as we look at the injustice, then we know, well, there's the cry. Well, don't all lives matter. 
Well, yes they do. But all lives are not under the same threat now. So there has to be a difference in how 
we respond. So yes, we as Christians believe that all lives matter, but there is a particular group under a 



particular threat right now that is severe and urgent. And so that rises to the top without negating the 
other one, you know, and as we look at this, I think we have some examples that came to mind that I 
hope clarify things for us, all that even as we look at the gospel, 99 sheep are hanging out in the pasture 
and one goes astray and is loss. Where does Jesus, the shepherd go after the one? And what should the 
99 sheep say, well, what about us? We're over here. We didn't wander away. Don't we count? Well, one 
is in danger. One is in last, Jesus has to go. The shepherd has to go. 

No. Or if, if my house is on fire and the fire department comes, I hope all the neighbors don't run out 
and say, well, all houses are important. What about my house? Well, your house isn't on fire. And I 
would hope that in the midst of my tragedy of my house, burning down, nobody comes out and says, 
well, Neil's so forgetful. We told them all the time, take the pot off the stove. He doesn't take the pot off 
the stove. Now his house burned down. There is no mitigating circumstance for the tragedy of my 
house, burning down. Just like there's no mitigating circumstance when police misused their authority. 
And there's a death. There is no mitigating circumstance to justify that you wouldn't say that to me 
when my house burns down, we can't say it. Now. 

Then the final example I give that I think cleared it up for me. The most was in my practice as a nurse, I 
practice almost exclusively in the emergency department. And after you check in and get registered, the 
person you will see then is the triage nurse. And the triage nurse has to hear everybody's complaints. All 
your signs and symptoms look at all your vital signs. And then the triage nurse has to say, one bed has 
opened in the emergency department, who is the sickest in most need of treatment right now. And the 
triage nurse has to pick 

Who 

goes in back next? Now that doesn't mean that everybody else in the waiting room is not sick. It doesn't 
mean that everybody else in the waiting room also doesn't have something life threatening going on. It 
just means this is the most urgent need right now. And I think we as a nation have to be okay to say 
racism is the most urgent need right now. And yes, we have to deal with violence against the police. We 
have to deal with looting. Yes, there are starving people. Yes, there's poverty. We have to deal with all 
these things, but this is in the here and now, right in our face, right at the forefront. And we can't walk 
away. And it doesn't mean that there are other social injustices that we also have to deal with. And we 
do. But just like in the emergency room setting, we can't do everything all at once. 

It's almost impossible. So the triage system says, well, we've got to do something first. The most urgent 
thing, the most life threatening thing, let's do that now. And then we will also deal with the other things. 
This is the voice of reason and calm that I hope the church can bring to the dialogue so that when our 
voices are heard, when our Facebook posts are read in our, our tweets, our read , that everyone who 
reads them will hear the love of God, the healing desire and work of God, the mercy of God, that they 
will hear that God is for people. And before we make our statements, we'll say, have I made this in the 
most loving, charitable way possible while still speaking, rightly for justice, or have I decided to make 
this as inflammatory as possible? And then we delete the inflammatory. 

When we start again we don't say it. The church has to speak different because we know the love of 
God. We know the piece of price. We know the communion of the Holy spirit. That's our message. And 
whether you signed up or not , whether you think it's a great time to have this assignment or not, now's 
the time. And you are the one who God has assigned to bring change in your family and your friendship 
community in your workplace, in your neighborhood, in everyone you encounter throughout the day. 
It's your assignment. Nobody else's. So we know the love of God. And I pray that if we do what God has 
asked us to do, to make disciples, to bring the love of God to the world, then we will capture what Paul 
has called us to, to be of one mind, to be unified, to live in peace, because then the God of love and 
peace who's calling us will be with each and every single one of us. 



And it's the power of the Holy spirit that will renew the face of this earth. But it's done through each of 
us one day at a time, one conversation at a time, one person at a time. And we have to show the rest of 
the world, the love of God when we desperately need it right now that our lives and actions would bring 
unity and peace to a world that's more divided than ever before. And as a far from peace as I can see, 
but God can do it. That's what we celebrate the grace of our Lord. Jesus Christ is with us. The love of 
God is with us. And the fellowship of the Holy spirit is with us. And may the presence of God strengthen 
us to bear his name to the world, that there might be an end to injustice and discrimination and poverty 
and all the things that Jesus spoke about may that day come we long for the day of Jesus's return. And 
may we work day by day to make a difference in our world? 

Let us pray. 

Father we thank you for this day. We thank you for the joy to come into your fellowship, to worship you. 
We thank you for the gift of your son, Jesus, who came to seek and to save the loss, the broken, the 
marginalized to give voice to the voiceless, to set us free from sin and death. We thank you for the Holy 
spirit poured in each of us. May we live our lives as a disciple boldly, proclaiming your love to the world. 
May your church be known for speaking for justice. They're proclaiming love for proclaiming your mercy, 
for inviting people back into relationship with you, may your presence heal. Our hearts heal our 
communities and heal all of creation. Jesus. We ask all this in your precious and Holy name 

Amen 

 


