
Let us pray. 

Most loving and gracious father we give you thanks and praise for this day. We pray that we might come 
to understand more fully the power of the Holy spirit that lives in each of us. Maybe that spirit open our 
hearts and our minds that we might hear you. Lord, may your word be spoken in your word, received in 
the name of the father and of the son and of the Holy spirit. Amen 

We have three different passages of scripture proclaimed this morning, all of which give us some 
glimpse as to part of who the Holy spirit is and what the role of the spirit is in each of our lives. And we 
see in that first reading from acts as the spirit brings about the order in the midst of disorder, he brings 
about understanding in the midst of the confusion of languages and they all here and the spirit brings 
order and understanding. We see in the epistle reading the gifts of the spirit outpour differently to each 
one of us, all for the building up of the kingdom of God in this church on earth to be equipped for the 
ministry of sharing the gospel. And so the spirit is the one that equips us and empowers us for the 
ministry of proclaiming the gospel to all whom we will encounter. 

And at the same time in the gospel, we hear that charge that whose sins you forgive are forgiven them 
and it was sins you retain are retained. That it's the Spirit's work in and through us, that the spirit is a 
reconciler drawing people back to the father. All of this is just a glimpse of part of what the Holy spirit 
does in each of our lives. But I think just those that we had proclaimed today are so important, 
especially beginning where we started in the acts as we hear about the Holy spirit, bringing about 
understanding of people and can order in the midst of what would have been confusion. All of a sudden 
people are speaking differently, but they can hear and understand. And as we look at that reading, I 
think we need this work of the spirit perhaps now more than in our nation and in the world where on 
the heels of the death of George Floyd and the protests that have rightly emerged out of that horrible 
wrongful action, we're in the midst of political discord where neither side can talk to the other where we 
don't hear what anybody else is saying. 

Everything it seems today is a polarized extreme by which either side just LOBs the messages at the 
other and there's no understanding. There's no dialogue, there's no order. It's all confusion. It all seems 
like chaos and now we need that Spirit's work to bring unity in the midst of a hurting nation, a hurting 
city, and a hurting family. As we grieve, once again, the tragic death of a person of color by law 
enforcement, and in the midst of that we need to hear what went wrong. We need to address what 
went wrong. We have to be willing to take a look at the systems that exist in our communities that allow 
things like this to happen and we need to learn from it and move forward. At the same time responding 
to the violence that's happened with more violence only leads to the confusion, but we have to 
understand where this comes from. 

The reaction is to violence is is to want retribution, but it also comes from the fact that for so long 
conversations have tried to have been had and have gone nowhere. And so the frustration of the 
confusion and lack of understanding leads to the outward expression of the frustration inwardly 
because we're not communicated because we're not dealing appropriately because time and time again 
we have the same conversation, but we have the same situation repeating itself and there rightly should 
be frustration. And I pray that the spirit will lead us in this time to peace, to a dialogue by which we 
really hear the voices and what they're saying and will empower us to begin a process of change and to 
bring order to our communities and to the nation where there is so much confusion and we as a church 
should pray fervently that that Spirit's work will happen in and through us and through all the people of 
faith to bring meaningful change to the creation in which we live, that the power of God, the Holy spirit 
in and through us can bring understanding, can bring order, can bring change. And we're empowered to 
do so by that same spirit who gives us all different gifts for the building up of one another and the 
church. But it's for the mission of proclaiming the gospel. And the gospel is a message of reconciliation. 



And perhaps this is one of the hardest areas for us to talk about when we're in the midst of a national 
tragedy like we're in that the Spirit's job is to be a reconciler to bring about forgiveness and healing. 
When what's our human reaction when we're wronged is we want retribution. 

We want to pay back to the other person, what they did to us, and perhaps just a little zing more so that 
they understand what's happened. But that's not the message of the gospel. The gospel is a message of 
reconciliation, of forgiveness. So even in the midst of tragedies where we never justify a wrong action, 
but Jesus was wrongly killed and his words are father forgive them for they really don't understand what 
they're doing. And as we look at all of the wrongs and tragedies of the nations that have happened year 
after year after year, whether it's a racial division, whether it's a school shooting, whatever it is, all of 
these horrible tragedy, I think we could rightly pray that the person who committed this action really 
doesn't understand what they're doing. Something's not right in their thought process. And 
understanding and our job as people of faith, as hard as it is, has to be for the spirit to well up in us a 
spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation. 

And boy is that hard. That is very hard. And reconciliation and forgiveness does not mean that the action 
was okay any more than when we're reconciled and forgiven of our sin by God. It doesn't mean that our 
actions, okay, but it means that the love God has triumph and, in his love, he has mercy and grace and 
desires, forgiveness and healing. And that's what the church must be about. That's how we have to talk 
to one another. And in the midst of the confusion that goes on day in and day out with political divisions 
and gender divisions and racial divisions, all of them, we're not going to solve anything by just firing 
insults at one another via Facebook, which is so easy to do. That's not going to solve anything. But we 
need to be proclaiming messages of love, of healing, of forgiveness, of grace, of bringing about 
understanding and order and the love of God in the midst of tragedy. 

And division and hate. That's our job as a church only made possible by the power of the Holy spirit. If 
we try to do this on our own, we're done. It's not going to work. But look at how God, one for himself, a 
people, how he reconciled us to himself. He didn't make followers of Jesus and children of God by 
violence and dictatorship by force. He didn't come to earth and take us by force to be his people. What 
kind of God would that be? It's certainly within his power, right? That he could have come and with all 
the might and power and force of God made everybody believe 

under penalty of the assault of his rat. He could have done that, but what does God do? He comes in, he 
pours out himself for us. God comes and demonstrates love. He offers his embrace of love to us and 
that's what draws us in, wins us back. That's the relationship that God wants for us. He didn't come by 
violence and force to take us to himself whether we want it to go or not. But God demonstrates the life 
that he wants for us, that life of love for one another. Now that doesn't mean that we're all gonna think 
the same thing about everything in life. Cause we're all different people. And I don't think God designed 
us to think the same thing. But what do our churches, our families, our communities, our state, our 
nation, the world, what does that start to look like if when we speak to one another, we're looking for 
the spirit to bring us to understand the voice of the other person, to really hear what they're saying and 
that all of our responses in action flow out of love and a desire to bring reconciliation and healing. Think 
about that. How many things at work or at home or in the nation would be different if that's how we 
operate, rather than can I get revenge and can I make my voice known at all costs? So right now we 
need this Spirit's work in our life right now. This nation is hurting and rightly so, an injustice has 
happened. A man has lost his life for no reason other than a bad action 

And in the midst of this, I pray that the church will be praying daily and we will be known as people who 
seek to hear the voice of the outraged. Then really understand why they're outraged without trying to 
dismiss or make excuses, but to hear and ask the spirit rather than say, well, no, you're not right, or all 
we ask, but and all these qualifiers, let's ask the spirit to say, help me hear what they're saying. Help me 



understand the cry helped me see the reality of what may be present that we don't even see. And in the 
midst of that, may the spirit then lead us to a place of unity, of healing, of reconciliation, and of 
forgiveness, because that's the way of Jesus. That is the way of the gospel. And on this Pentecost, the 
birthday of the church, that's who we are supposed to be, people of healing, of reconciliation, of mercy 
and grace. 

Then may the Holy spirit empower me and you in the midst of this tragedy to find ways to be 
reconcilers, to hear what's being said, to come to a place of understanding and may the Holy spirit 
sweep throughout this nation to help us set aside the divisions of race and gender and economics and all 
sorts of things that divide us that we might be United in Christ, that his love may reign, that we will have 
love for one another and that the world may come to know God because they see our love for them, our 
forgiveness for them when they have wronged us and our desire to bring healing and unity to the 
people of God's creation. Let us pray Lord Jesus in the midst of such tragic and divided times, we pray 
that your spirit may ring. We pray for George Floyd, That he might rest in your presence for his family as 
they mourn and will you would we pray that you would show us as a people of this nation the way 
forward? May your church be a voice of love, of forgiveness, of mercy, of grace, of a desire to hear the 
voice of the marginalized. But we might be people that stand for justice and that your spirit may bring 
about change in each of us and our communities and the world. 

But the tragedies we've experienced this week and in the years before that a day might come that by 
the power of your spirit, they will be no more. Jesus, we ask all this in your precious and Holy name. 
Amen. 

 


