
Let us pray. 

Most loving and gracious father, we thank you and praise you for this day. We thank you for your 
presence in and among us and we pray that your Holy spirit would open our hearts, that we might hear 
your voice. Lord, may your word be spoken in your word, received in the name of the father and of the 
son and of the Holy spirit 

Amen. 

In the readings that we have today. And even in the colic that we prayed at the start of today's service, 
they begin to capture the feeling that the disciples must of had as they were gathering together for 
prayer. In that in this moment, Jesus had departed from them physically ascending back to the presence 
of the father, and they await the outpouring of the Holy spirit into their lives for the ministry that Jesus 
has called them to. So in many ways they were gathered sort of with mixed emotion. I'm sure hungering 
for the outpouring of the spirit, missing the physical presence of Jesus among them, wondering what the 
future might look like, fearful that they might be left alone, not wondering what's to come. Not knowing 
what's to come. And I think in the midst of all of those emotions that we can imagine the disciples 
having, that we too can relate to that, especially in the midst of all that's gone on in this virus response 
with so many unknowns about health, jobs and when will this open and when will that open and what 
happens with school? 

What happens with work? What about this? What about this? And we could go on the list forever. And 
in the midst of that, we may say, well, where is Jesus in this? We feel like we're by ourselves at times. 
And as we prayed in the opening colic, we prayed that the Lord would not leave us comfortless, but 
would outpour the Holy spirit to lead us, to guide us, to be with us, to comfort us, to sustain us. That's 
the promise given to us at Pentecost. And so when we have that feeling of wondering where God is or 
fearful of the unknown, all we have to do is remember that the spirit has been poured into each and 
every single one of us. That Jesus 

is with us. In the here and now and in fact, as the reading in first, Peter makes clear 

that in the end, Jesus Christ himself will restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast to him be 
the power forever and ever. Amen. And so we have to remember that it's in that hope that the disciples 
gathered and it's in that hope and promise of God that in the end Jesus will set all things right. In the 
end, you will be made strong. In the end, your fears will be cast away. In the end, there will be no 
unknown, uneasiness, all the things that we face now, that's the promise that leads us through the here 
and now. That's what Peter was trying to make clear in the epistle as he was talking to the Christians 
about suffering. That may come and things may come in life, but keep in mind who's you are and where 
you're headed, the promise of God. In light of that, then we need not fear. Whatever comes our way is 
what he's saying as he cautions the group of Christians. In fact, he even says to them that as they're 
facing these things, what are they supposed to do? But they're cast their anxieties upon the Lord there 
to bring it all to him, 

praising God at all times. So we know what God is coming to do and that's as Jesus makes this prayer in 
the gospel today as he prays for his disciples and he prays for us. And in the wording of John, sometimes 
we have to sort out where Jesus is going. When we figure out who's in who and who's is mind, and this 
is yours and we're all together. And sometimes you have to follow that line by line to get at what Jesus is 
saying. But there's a prayer for the disciples, for us, for the church as a whole, 

that we would be together in God, that we would recognize that he is one with us and we are one with 
him. And in fact Jesus says that that's the very thing that we should be looking for. That's the fullness of 
who we are, why we were created is to have relationship with God. And Jesus says to them, this is 
eternal life that they may know you and may, know me and we will all be one that's eternal life. Jesus 



does not say eternal life is freedom from anything that might come against us here and now. He doesn't 
say eternal life means we'll all be billionaires and drive 15 Jaguars and have the best job in the biggest 
house in the most toys. He doesn't say any of that. He says this is eternal life relationship with the God 
who loves you and that will be all in all. In fact, he doesn't even say eternal life is something that 
happens after you die and you sort of float away to live in the city, in the sky that looks pretty much like 
your old neighborhood and we just go on like that. No relationship is what God has come to offer. That's 
all there is. 

All there is is God who he is. Jesus Christ revealed to us and the Holy spirit poured into us. That's the 
fullness of what God desires and has to offer. All of the blessings and things that come in our life are 
really just icing on the cake. But the main thing is the relationship of God, the love that he has for you 
and for me and the love that we give him in return. That's what it's all about. And if we keep that in the 
forefront of our mind, that's how if you read some of the lives of the saints or the martyrs, that's what 
allowed them to endure whatever they faced because they knew in the physical hearing now was not 
the end. in the end is the guaranteed already won victory of Jesus Christ by which you will be 
strengthened and renewed and I will be strengthened, renewed, and so will everyone who is in price will 
be strengthened and renewed and we will dwell with him in the new creation. But dwelling with him is 
the goal. That's what it's all about. And so I pray that as we continue to go through the uncertainties of 
life, which really happened throughout our whole life. When is there ever any point in life where when 
everything is a hundred percent assured guaranteed to tick off in a certain exact box that we have 
prepared? The answer to that is never. 

Life has always unknown. We don't know what's going to happen three seconds from now. We have an 
idea, but none of that is guaranteed. What is guaranteed is God loves you. Jesus has made a place for 
you, Jesus, the father, the Holy spirit. They desire to be one with you and you with them, and in the end 
everything will be set right. Everything will be made perfect and we will receive the fullness of our 
inheritance through price, which is to dwell with him, to live in his love, to receive his love and to love 
him in return. That's what God desires and I pray that we may receive that fully and that love will cast 
out all fear that love will cast out doubt that love wins the victory in the end and may that love sustain 
us day in and day out. Let us pray. Lord Jesus, we thank you for the love that you have for each of us. We 
thank you that right now we are able to dwell with you and you with us. Help us to understand daily 
what that means to live in that place. More fully my our lives. Be transformed in your love. May we love 
one another and may we love you in return and may that love sustain us. Keep us and drive away all fear 
and doubt 

Jesus. We ask this in your precious and Holy name. Amen. 

 


