
Let us pray. 

Most loving and gracious father we give you thanks and praise for this day. We thank you for the love 
that you have for us and the gift of your Holy spirit poured into each of us we pray that that spirit would 
open our hearts and our minds that we might hear your voice Lord. May your word be spoken in your 
word, received in the name of the father and of the son and of the Holy spirit 

Amen 

There seems to be 

a couple of things that Jesus wants to make sure we understand in this section of John's gospel. And it 
seems to me that in those few verses that we heard proclaimed that Jesus wants to make sure that we 
understand first and foremost the love that he has for each of us, the intimacy and the depth of that 
love and the fact that we will never be alone. And this gospel passage begins reminding us that if we 
love him, we will obey what he has commanded. And we have to understand that as Jesus said, what 
flows out of that instruction is a flow from relationship, not a list that the task master has to make sure 
that everyone checks all of the right boxes, but Jesus is saying what flows out of this relationship that he 
has with us and that we have with him. What flows from that is the desire to do what he has 
commanded and all that he taught and commanded, commanded us, was summed up in the reminder 
that we're to love God with our whole being and to love our neighbors as ourselves and when we live in 
that relationship with God and with one another, then everything about who God is flows out of that 
and is communicated one to another through the love that we have for God and the love that we have 
for one another. 

That's how the world will know who he is through the love that we have for him and for one another, 
and Jesus promises that he will ask the father and he will give you another advocate or counselor to be 
with you forever. The spirit of truth, the Holy spirit that is into each of us and our baptism. That is the 
very closeness of the presence of God that he desires to have with us. That his presence, the Holy spirit 
would be poured into us to remain with us forever. 

Not a distinct God where we have to search in vain to try to find, and we never can find him and he's 
always far away, but the God who created us, who created the whole universe, the all mighty, all 
powerful God desires, that intimacy of relationship that he would pour himself in the presence of the 
Holy spirit into each of us to carry God's presence with us wherever we go. And he is not trying to be far 
from us and we're not off the list and we haven't done X, Y, or Z that makes it so God has nothing to do 
with us, but God desires with every breath we take to remain inside each of us, to be with us, to lead us, 
to guide us. Now, there may be times in situations that we go through where we don't always recognize 
that presence of God inside of us and with us, but that that experience of ours doesn't change the 
reality that God is with us, whether we notice it or not, and this is where that dynamic of relationship 
comes into play so many times in each of our lives that each of us as a follower of Jesus carries the Holy 
spirit and as we love God and love our neighbor and walk in that love with God and with one another, 
then it's in those times when God may seem distant to each of us. 

That one another from the community who carries the very presence of God in the Holy spirit brings 
that reality of God's presence to us to connect that love with us when we may not feel it ourselves. Each 
member of the church, each member of the body of Christ carries that Holy spirit of God and makes the 
presence of God known to one another and to the world. That's the mission that Jesus has given us. And 
he reminds us as he goes away, as his physical presence, as he was with his disciples, would be no longer 
as he ascends into heaven and returns to the right hand of the father, that we will not be left as 
orphans. The God will come to us and be with us. And in fact, in many ways, in the outpouring of the 
Holy spirit, the presence of God is made known in a way that was not available when Jesus walked the 



earth physically incarnate, where his presence was in one place, in one time with the disciples as they 
move from place to place. 

But in the outpouring of the Holy spirit, God's presence is made known right now physically in the 
people of the church throughout the entire world. Stretching wherever followers of Christ are to be 
found. That's the impact and the power of the presence of God that he desires to be with his people and 
his creation in them, in love with them and for one another. And we will never be alone. And we're 
reminded of the important fact that all of this happens because of the power of the resurrection and in 
the resurrection, that powerful verse that says, because I live, you also will live. That's the victory of the 
resurrection. That Jesus is alive and because Jesus is alive so too, can we live? Can we have the fullness 
of life in his presence? Can we live in the promise that we will dwell with God forever? 

And that begins here and now that we don't wait for the day when we'll finally get to be with God, but 
God is with you. The Holy spirit is in you. And because Jesus is alive, you will live. I will live. And everyone 
who says yes to Jesus can have life. And we await the day when Jesus will return again and usher in the 
new creation, the new heaven and the new earth where we will live in that love perfectly. But we enter 
into it now. We get glimpses of that now. We live in that reality now and each day, no matter what we 
go through or no matter what we face, we have to remember that Jesus is alive and so too we will live. 
And I pray that as Jesus was hoping that we'll come to the realization that Jesus is in the father and we 
are in Christ and Christ is in us. That that's the reality of the relationship we have with the living God 
who lives now in you and in me and will not leave us or forsake us and will remain with us forever. No 
matter what we face. So each and every day, may we remember Jesus is alive and Jesus is in us and we 
are with the father. Let us live in that love and in that love proclaim the presence of God to the world by 
loving God and loving one another. 

Let us pray, 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for the love that you have for each of us. We thank you for the victory of your 
resurrection and the reality that you are alive and so too weakened and we pray that we might come to 
know more deeply your presence in us. May we be your presence for one another when we don't feel it 
individually. May we grow in the depth of our knowledge and love for you and for one another i and 
may all the world come to know the love that you have for them that all light turned to you and live. 
Teach our hearts day by day what this means. Lord May we live forever in your love. Jesus. We ask this 
in your precious and Holy name. 

I'm in. 

 


