
Let us pray. 

Most loving and gracious father we give you thanks and praise for this day. We thank you for the gift of 
your son, Jesus Christ, who is the way, the truth, and the life. You pray that your Holy spirit would open 
our hearts and our minds, but we might hear your voice this morning. Lord, may your word be spoken in 
your word, received in the name of the father and of the son and of the Holy spirit Amen in this gospel 
passage this morning, one that many of us have heard many times as it's often read at funerals, but not 
as much of the passage as we've had read today. And we're reminded of the important fact that we 
need not let our hearts be troubled, that we're told by Jesus to trust in the father and to trust also in 
him. So we're reminded that in the father's house, there are many dwelling places, a beautiful image of 
the personal relationship that God desires to have with us. That familial relationship by which there's an 
individual place prepared for you and for me and for all who say yes to Jesus. In the dwelling place of the 
father, 

a personal place prepared for us. And Jesus says, that's the case. And if I go, I will prepare a place for you 
and I'm going to come again and take you to myself. But where I am there you may be also that we need 
not doubt that secure place in the father's presence that Jesus has prepared for each of us. And so each 
and every single day of our journey here on earth in the here and now, we move through that confident 
that Jesus has prepared our place, that he goes with us by the power of the Holy spirit here and now, 
and that in the end we will dwell with him forever. Those are the guarantees of the promises of God in 
the love of Jesus Christ. And Jesus says to them, well, you know where I'm going? And clearly they had 
no idea what he's talking about. As Thomas says, well, we're not sure actually where you're headed. 
How are we supposed to know how to get there? They were uncertain of where to put their trust, their 
hope, their confidence, and Jesus says to them, I am the way, I am the truth. I am the life. In other 
words, Jesus is the center and foundation and the goal of all that we need. He is the rock upon which we 
build our house, 

but he has everything is summed up in that statement. Jesus is the way, when we're uncertain, we just 
need to follow him. Jesus is the truth 

and we don't know what to decide when we're not sure what's true. We look to Jesus and Jesus isn't is 
the life, all that we need, all that we are come to their fullest fruition and through Jesus Christ for no one 
comes to the father except through him that Jesus is the way that we see God, that we know God, that 
we experience God and then we are drawn into the presence of God and that part that we've heard 
over and over again is that encouraging word that we know and treasure so much because it gives us 
that confidence of that secure place of the love that Jesus has for us and the work that he's done in 
preparing a place for you and for me and we need not doubt or fear anything for we just need to stick 
with Jesus the way, the truth and the life and everything that we ultimately need can be found in him 
and in this gospel passage. This is one of those lectionary times where I wish they stopped earlier in the 
verses because it's at the end of what we heard proclaimed. That always makes me a little more nervous 
and scratching my head because Jesus then goes on to say, I tell you the truth. Anyone who has faith in 
me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these because I'm going to the 
father. 

And every time I hear this, I say to myself, I don't think I would raise my hand in the column of, uh, 
people who have done greater things than Jesus. And I don't know that, that any of us would. So as we 
hear this, we have to say, well, what's he talking about that, because I don't know about you, but my 
raising people from the dead scorecard is at zero. And so Jesus has us beat in a lot of ways, but he's 
gotta be saying something to us. Why did he bother to say this other than to point to us to say, well, that 
can't seem to be true, but that's not the case. But what we have to see then is that Jesus has called to do 
greater things as he charges the disciples, as they hear him and us. We know that it can't mean that the 



things in our life that we do will be more miraculous or more spectacular than Jesus because none of us 
have seen that. 

But the work of Jesus that's greater is that the disciples and us pick up where Jesus left off in sharing the 
love of God and proclaiming the good news of the gospel to all the ends of the earth where Jesus never 
walked. And if you think of how many people now are in a loving relationship with God through Jesus 
Christ who have a dwelling place prepared for them, who know Jesus to be the way, the truth, and the 
life, how has that happened through the ministry of other disciples who have made the name of Jesus 
and the person of Jesus known to other people throughout the world from the day that Jesus ascended 
into heaven until now, that's a greater work in multiplication of the number of disciples, not in a more 
miraculous and spectacular work that we are doing, that the church continues to do, that I and you and 
all disciples of Jesus continue to do. 

And then he goes on to these other two verses that we probably know, but I have to admit also make 
me wonder as he says, and I will do whatever you ask in my name so that the son may bring glory to the 
father. You may ask for me anything in my name and I will do it well if I said raise your hand or send us a 
comment. If you've asked something for Jesus to do and it didn't happen, please raise your hand. Well, 
that's probably everybody and as I was talking with some of the priests I attend Bible study with every 
week, I said we can probably all have a lengthy list of things that seem like we're asking for things that 
God should be desiring to do. We pray for an end to this virus pandemic and it's still ongoing. People 
who are inflicted with the virus pray for restoration of health and people die. 

What's going? If Jesus says, ask anything and I will do it. That can't mean that all we have to do is say 
whatever we want. I'd like to have a bigger house in Jesus' name and it has to come through because 
that's what I ordered. That can't seem to mean what Jesus is talking about because we don't see that. 
And we ask lots of things in his name that don't seem to come as we've asked for. But when we read 
scripture, what we have to remember is these verses connect directly to what Jesus has just said. It's not 
like a cliff notes of 10 things that 10 sayings of Jesus and number 10 is ask anything you want and I'll give 
it to you without a context. If that was the case, we would be rightly mad at Jesus and say, well, you said 
right here and we don't see it. 

So as we scratch our head and say, well, what's Jesus getting at? We have to connect these verses about 
asking with what Jesus has just said about himself being the way to the father, about himself being the 
one who prepares a place for us about Jesus, saying, I'm going to do greater things. And as Phillip had 
asked, will show us the father. All of this asking is tied up in the context of what Jesus has just said, that 
if we're looking through for the way, the truth and the life, if we're asking for the way to the father, if 
we're asking to bring others to know that to do the greater works of Jesus so that the father may be 
glorified so that Jesus may be glorified, then when we ask in those contexts in direction, then it will be 
done for us because that's what Jesus desires that more people come to know the father. 

It's not just God's blank check that he gives to us and says, fill out for whatever you want and it's 
guaranteed to cash. That's not our experience and that shouldn't make us doubt God because we have 
to read the verses he's saying in light of this context for it is guaranteed though that if any of us ask to 
know Jesus, he will come. If anyone asks to know the father, Jesus will make him known. If any of us as a 
disciple of Jesus, ask him to show us the way, the truth, to show us life, that prayer will be answered. 
And if we're asking that the Holy spirit would strengthen us to bring the good news of the gospel to 
others so that they may know that God has prepared a place for them and he desires and his love to 
receive into himself, then that prayer will be answered in and through Jesus Christ. 

So may we be encouraged this morning that God has prepared a personal place for us, that he loves us 
so much that it will come again and take us to himself. And as we wait for the return of Jesus, may the 
Holy spirit continue to teach us what it means. That Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life all that we 



are and all that we need are found in Jesus Christ. And may the Holy spirit empower us to share the 
message of the good news, that we will do greater works. Bringing others to know the love of Jesus, to 
come to know the father, to come to receive their inheritance. Of that place that is prepared for them. 
And if that's the heart of our prayer, Jesus will come through every time he will strengthen us for that 
ministry and he will bring an answer to that cry of prayer. May we continue to cry out to him that others 
may come to know him. 

Let us pray. 

Jesus, we thank you that you are the way, the truth, and the life. We thank you for the place that you've 
prepared for each of us. May your Holy spirit empower us for the ministry that you've called us to. 
That's your name, that your love may be proclaimed to the whole world so that they too might come to 
the place you've prepared Jesus. We ask this in your precious and Holy Amen 

 


