
Let's pray. 

Most loving and gracious father we give you thanks and praise for this day. We thank you for Jesus 
Christ, our good shepherd, and we pray that our hearts would be opened by the power of the Holy 
spirit, but we might continually hear his voice and follow where he leads. And Jesus, we ask this in your 
precious and Holy name. Today's gospel passage reminds us of the reality that Jesus is the good 
shepherd and Jesus desires to be our shepherd. And one of the realities that we have to to think about 
as we hear this gospel passage is in order for us to follow the shepherd, what seems to be vitally 
important throughout this gospel image is that the sheep recognized the voice of the shepherd. So it's 
vitally important that we hear and understand and recognize the voice of Jesus, our shepherd. 

And part of the way that we do that is over time in relationship with Jesus, we come to know his voice 
more clearly and through the scriptures and encountering Jesus in the liturgy, those items that we 
talked about last week by which our eyes were open to see Jesus. It's those same ways through prayer, 
through scripture, through the sacraments that we come to hear the voice of Jesus so that we can follow 
where he leads, but in order to follow him, we have to first be able to recognize his voice and know that 
it is him and know when he is calling and then be able to follow. But one of the challenges even after 
prayer and study and continuing in our relationship with Jesus, one of the things that becomes 
challenging is we have to be able to hear the voice of the shepherd in the midst of the rest of the noise 
around us. 

And we have all sorts of voices that are continually coming at us to try to grab for our attention or lead 
us down this path or that path. And we need to be able to tune in more clearly to the signal of Jesus. 
Well ignoring and getting rid of those other calls upon us that are seeking to lead us to another place 
where Jesus says, those voices will only lead you to a place of death and destruction. But it's the voice of 
Jesus that leads us to life. And we have that beautiful image that Jesus calls his sheep by name us, and 
leads us out an intimate relationship that God has with each one of us. It doesn't say that the evil sheep 
overlord just calls them all out. Hey you, you ugly wretched sheep. Get over here with whips and chains. 
But the intimate loving voice of Jesus calls you and me by name to come out and to follow him. 

That's the personal, intimate depth of relationship that Jesus desires to have with each and every single 
one of us. Not a distant relationship, but a very personal and intimate one. And he comes and he calls us 
by name to lead us out, and even more, we're told after he was brought out all who were his own, it 
doesn't say he follows behind them, sort of prodding them along. Where's Jesus? He's up in the front 
leading. He goes ahead to protect, to clear the path, to show us where we're going and he leads us and 
the sheep will follow him because we know his voice. And you know that following part, which I'm sure 
we would all recognize this perhaps the more challenging aspect of the walk with Jesus. That's all 
empowered by the Holy spirit in each of our lives. That when we hear the voice of Jesus that we now 
recognize through prayer and scripture, that it's Jesus. It's the Holy spirit that empowers us to follow 
down the path where Jesus is leading rather than just go our own way. And so we need to continually be 
asking the spirit to empower us to follow the shepherd. When we hear his voice, and again, Jesus uses 
the image again because they weren't catching on that he is the gate. Whoever enters through me will 
be saved. Whoever enters through Jesus will come in and go out and find pasture. 

The thief comes only to steal, steal, and kill and destroy. I have come, Jesus says that they may have life 
and have it to the full or more abundantly. And when we look at that, we recognize that in him, Jesus, 
we are saved, we are set free. We're entered into too, right relationship with God and Jesus came so 
that we might have life and abundant life. And what does that life look like? Certainly if we look through 
what the rest of scripture says, that doesn't mean that as we're following Jesus, that everything will just 
be rosy and pain-free because we know that's not the case. And if that's not the case and whatever 
we're facing in the here and now may not be the case and we don't feel like we're having abundant life. 



But Jesus then is getting us to make a distinction between the life in the here and now only and what is 
abundant life? 

What does that mean that we're going to have life to the fullest in Jesus? Even though our 
circumstances may not be pain free, it means that the fullness of life is only possible in a relationship 
with Jesus, that Jesus is the fullness of life, the abundance of life that only in him can we truly fully live 
our life, which is lived in the here and now for Jesus in the current creation. But we know is also not the 
end. That we have abundant life that's not only for these days, but is for eternity. A life that's lived in the 
here and now for Christ, with the promise that when he returns again, we will dwell with him in the new 
creation forever. That's only possible through Jesus. That's the fullness of the abundance life, to live with 
the God who created us forever, which begins now, but it's not only in the here and now. 

It is forever and in the age to come. That's full and abundant life, and that's possible only through Jesus. 
And I pray that we'll continually say yes to Jesus, our good shepherd, that we will hear his voice clearly 
and not be distracted, and the Holy spirit will empower us to follow wherever he leads. Because when 
we're with Jesus, life will always be full life will always be abundant, no matter the circumstance we 
face. That's the promise of Jesus. And I pray that we may receive that fully into our hearts and day by 
day, no matter what we face, as long as we have Jesus may, we recognize that that's the fullness of life, 
that's abundant life. And Jesus has overcome all of our circumstances and he will return to usher in a 
new heaven and a new earth where all the circumstances will be perfect and we will live in that fullness 
and abundant life. That Jesus has one for you and one for me. And he calls us by name here and now to 
be with him, to love him and to follow him because he loves us. 

Let us pray. 

Well, Jesus, we pray that your Holy spirit would open our hearts and our ears to hear your voice. When 
we hear your voice, may we follow wherever you leave, even if we don't understand in the midst of our 
circumstances and perhaps suffering may we come to know your presence with us, that as long as we 
have you, Lord, that is the fullness of life. May we steadfastly follow you wherever you leave and may 
our lives in the here and now be lived to your honor and glory as we await your return again, where we 
will dwell with you forever and Jesus, we ask this in your precious and Holy name. 

Amen. 

 


