
Let us pray. 

Most loving and gracious father we give you thanks and praise for this day. We pray that your Holy spirit 
would open the eyes of our hearts that we might see you this morning. May we hear your voice, Lord, 
may your word be spoken and your word received in the name of the father and of the son and of the 
Holy spirit. Amen. 

This gospel passage that proclaims for us, the encounter that Jesus has with these two disciples on the 
road to a mass in many ways captures for us the journey that each of us make in our own 
understanding, coming to know Christ more deeply and recognizing him. And once again, there is a an 
appearance of the resurrected Christ to some of his closest followers and at first appearing, they don't 
recognize him. That's a repeated theme after the resurrection that they're not sure for some reason 
they don't see him until further on and the encounter when Jesus makes himself known. And this ought 
to be encouraging for each one of us as it's the same way that we come to know Christ, is that he makes 
himself known in the midst of us when ordinarily we do not recognize him. And we know that Cleopas 
and the other disciple who aren't named are going on this road sad and disappointed at all the things 
that had taken place. 

And Jesus meets them, asks what's going on? And they open up to Jesus about what has happened and 
how they feel. And then Jesus begins to open up all of the scriptures to show how they pointed to the 
Messiah. And this is really the first step for all of us as we come to know Jesus, because he gives us the 
tools to recognize him in our mist . That happens to our understanding of scripture, which says to each 
of us, be on the lookout for this, for this is what God looks like, this is who Jesus is. And the scriptures 
are meant to be a guide for us so that we know how to recognize Jesus in the midst of our environment. 
And in some ways we can think of it, and I know this, this analogy is not perfect, but if you were to go on 
a nature walk often at the start of a trail is a guide. 

This says, well, you're in the midst of your environment while you're on the walk. Here is the key for 
what you are seeing. This is how you will recognize the different things you will experience and the 
scripture points to Jesus in a similar way. This says to us, here is how on your journey as you're walking 
along here is the key to seeing Jesus, to seeing God at work in the midst of your life and environment 
and circumstances. The scriptures are the key to open our eyes, to see the presence of Christ in the 
midst of our everyday journey. That's what the scripture does for us, that we come to know who Jesus is 
and hopefully for us just like these disciples, once their heart was starting to be opened by the scripture, 
they wanted to know more and they invite Jesus come and stay even though they don't yet know that 
it's him. 

Come and stay and may we respond the same weight as our hearts start to stir and even before we 
recognize that Jesus is among us in our environment, may we be open to that invitation, come and stay 
with us, remain with us here, and Jesus goes and he stays with them and it's in the breaking of the bread 
that they come to recognize him. And that's important for us as certainly we would proclaim that it's in 
the breaking of the bread on Sundays as we share in the Eucharist that Christ is made known to us now 
that we need to be careful though that we don't see the sacraments as and especially the Eucharist as 
some sort of magic formula by which we make God present when he ordinarily wouldn't be because 
that's not what the sacraments are about. If you look at every one of the sacraments, what they are is a 
celebration of the reality of God's presence among us at the Eucharist where two or three are gathered 
and we offer our sacrifice of praise and Thanksgiving. 

Christ is in the midst of us and we are nourished by his body. And blood in the bread and wine reminding 
us that God is with us. God is here at baptism. We don't have a magic formula by which we bring God 
down where he isn't, but at baptism we recognize God is in the midst of us and in the midst of the one 
who is coming to him to be baptized in the water is poured as a symbol of what God is already doing to 



remind us God is here. God is with us. Marriage is the same way. Annointing Holy orders, all 
reconciliation are all celebrations of the work that God's doing because he's here because he is with us 
because he is making himself know that's what the sacraments are about. And so even while we are 
distanced from receiving the Eucharist physically right now it's in the celebration where two or three are 
gathered that Christ is in the midst of us and we're reminded in the tangible of bread and wine in the 
sacrament that we received, that Christ is here, that he is with us. We now come to recognize him. And 
if you look at this amass road journey, what you may or may not be starting to put together is it's the 
same way that the liturgy unfolds every Sunday by which we first gathered together, the word is 
proclaimed, the word is expounded upon in the sermon. And then we are met at the altar in the 
sacrament by which Christ is made known to us. Every Sunday we recount this. 

[inaudible]. 

And so the liturgy then is given to us , to remind us of the journey that each of us take. And each Sunday 
we do this, may our hearts be open to seeing Christ in the scripture. May we come to know him more 
deeply? And then in the sacrament, may we say, aha, here he is. He's been here all along. Now we see 
where we didn't see before. That's the joy of this amass encounter that repeats itself day after day, 
week after week, and our own lives and in the rhythm of the church. And I pray that the Holy spirit will 
continue to open our hearts that we might see Jesus in the scripture. So that when we go on our journey 
day by day, we will see him in the midst that we have the answer key to say there I see Jesus at work 
and in the sacraments. May we come to celebrate once again week after week time after time that God 
is in the midst of us. God is at work in may our eyes and our hearts be open to see him for he is here and 
he wants to be known. He wants to be seen and he wants us to invite him, come and remain with us. 

Let us pray. 

Most loving and gracious father, we thank you for your son, Jesus Christ. We thank you for his presence 
among us and for the work that you're doing in and through us. We pray that the scriptures might be 
open to us more and more, that we might come to understand you, that we might see you at work and 
all the circumstances and journey of our daily life. And we pray that in the sacraments. May we come to 
recognize that you were here all along, that our eyes and our hearts would be open and they were joyful 
and thankful. Hearts we might proclaim our God is here, our God is alive. He is risen and at work in each 
of us. May our lives then be lived to your honor and glory, and may we proclaim this message 
throughout the world. And Jesus, we ask all this in your precious and Holy name. 

Amen. 

 


