
Let us pray. 

Father, we give you thanks and praise for this day. We thank you for the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ through whom we have been raised to new life. We pray that your Holy spirit would open our 
hearts, that we might hear your voice. May your word be spoken in your word, received in the name of 
the father and of the son and of the Holy spirit. 

Amen. 

In today's gospel passage, we see the encounter that Jesus has with his disciples and the later encounter 
that he comes to have with Thomas. And in the midst of all of this, we must come to see the reconciling 
love that Jesus brings to his disciples and to us his message of mercy, love, grace and peace. And we see 
at the start of this gospel passage that the disciples were together with the doors locked out of fear and 
Jesus comes and stands among them. And notice what he does not say when he comes to stand among 
them, which would probably be our reaction. The text does not say. Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, all you guys, I'm so disappointed. Remember that cross thing? What happened? Where were 
you? You all deserted me. None of those reprimands and judgment are in any part of this text. 

But immediately as Jesus appears to the disciples, he brings them his message of love, peace, and 
forgiveness, and simply says to them, peace be with you. Nowhere does he rehash the past. Nowhere 
does he look back at their failures and how they don't deserve him, or they shouldn't be in his presence 
or all of these guilty feelings that probably rightly existed in the minds of the disciples and may be 
something that rises up inside each of us. But instead, Jesus simply says, peace be with you. And he 
shows them his hands and his side as a way to say, look, it's really me. I am with you. I have risen just as 
I said, and a second time. Jesus says to them, peace be with you. So if it's not clear in those few 
sentences we hear Jesus wants us to have his peace. That's what he has come to give. 

He's making sure that the disciples understand they're okay, they're in right standing with him, relax, be 
at peace. Then he says to them, well, as the father has sent me, now I'm sending you, and he breathes 
on them and says, receive the Holy spirit, the gift that will empower you to do the work that I have 
called you to do. The gift that is breathed into every believer to lead us, empower us for our journey, for 
our ministry that God has called each of us to do. And that primary ministry is summed up right after 
Jesus says, receive the Holy spirit. He's just said, I'm going to send you out. And he could have said 
anything after that. And he says to them, if you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven. If you do not 
forgive them, they are not forgiven. And as we hear this, we have to understand that Jesus is not giving 
the disciples sort of the the judgment key by which they are free to decide whether somebody's sins 
should be forgiven or not. 

And if they decide, well really they shouldn't be forgiven, then they won't be. That's not the permission 
that Jesus is giving the disciples or us, but he's trying to get them to understand, I'm sending you out in 
the reconciling love that I have just demonstrated to you and have appeared before you and said to you, 
peace. Your guilt is washed away. It's gone. It's forgotten. It's forgive it. And that's the message that 
we're all called to bring out into the world. That if we are people of forgiveness, then the message of 
Jesus Christ is being preached. The message of the cross is being preached and therefore people have 
forgiveness of sins because we're making available to them the name of the one who does the forgiving 
Jesus Christ our Lord. And if we're not living lives of forgiveness, then we're not preaching the message 
of the gospel and the cross. 

And thereby people don't hear about Jesus, don't repent of their sin, don't receive his mercy, love and 
grace. It's all connected to our obedience to live that life of forgiveness, of mercy, of grace. And this is 
not an easy thing to do, but we have to remember Jesus has just said, receive the Holy spirit. The Holy 
spirit will be the one who leads you and empowers you to live life of forgiveness even when emotionally 



we want to hold a grudge and 10 years after some hurt, we're still rehashing and defining that person 
who hurt us by the worst pain they inflicted on us. And Jesus says, we must live as people of mercy and 
forgiveness. That's the hallmark of preaching. The love demonstrated on the cross by Jesus Christ, by 
which his love was outpoured for us and he says, peace be with you. And in fact it's that same mercy, 
love and grace that's demonstrated to Thomas who, well not there. 

The first encounter desires to come to believe, but he wants to do on his own is what he's saying. I'm 
not just going to take your word for it. I want my own encounter with Jesus is what Thomas is asking for. 
And Jesus provides that opportunity for Thomas. And in seeing Thomas's progression, we have to 
understand that Jesus is fully aware that coming to see him and receive him and understand and believe 
faith is a journey and a process. And Thomas was going through that process by which he wanted his 
own experience of Jesus. And Jesus appears a week later to offer that to Thomas. And again, look how 
he begins. 

He does not begin and say, Oh, foolish Thomas, or reprimand the disciples for saying, why are you still 
locked in the room with fear? When I just said a week ago, peace be with you. And then he offers to 
Thomas this faith journey that he needs to come to believe and understand and he offers him look, here 
are the wounds. And then Thomas says, my Lord and my God, and he does. So we're not told in scripture 
whether even takes Jesus up on that offer that he said, I won't believe unless I put my hands on. 
Nowhere does it say he did that. But Jesus met him in his journey to come to know him, to come to see, 
to come to believe, and Thomas responds, my Lord and my God, and throughout all of this encounter, 
we have to see the mercy, the love, and the grace that Jesus is giving to Thomas all of the disciples and is 
made available to us. 

He doesn't say, get out of here, Thomas, you should've just taken the other guy's word for it. You're no 
good. You're a loser. You shouldn't be with this group. Get out. He provides him the opportunity and 
says, come and see. Move from that place of doubt, which we all are in at different times and move to a 
place of trust and faith and belief. And he that to Thomas, nowhere does he condemn Thomas. In fact, 
even the statement Jesus says, well, because you have seen me, you have believed. Well, that's a true 
statement. Jesus isn't really saying a judgment. He's saying, you sell and now you believe. This is how 
you came to faith and understanding. It's not a condemnation and there's no judgment in that sentence 
at all. But then he goes on to say, thinking ahead to you, to me, to all of those who came to believe after 
Jesus's Ascension, back to the side of his father. 

Bless it are those who have not seen physically who won't have the opportunity to put our hands in his 
in his wounds. They won't get that physical manifestation. He says bless it, are all of those who will 
come to believe later on because you didn't have the opportunity to see but yet you have encountered 
Jesus. Yet he has brought us to a place of faith. Yet we have received his mercy and his love and his 
grace and in the midst of this, I think one of the most frustrating verses that we heard proclaimed was 
the verse that says, Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in 
this book. And you read that and you think, well, why do you even have to put that there? Don't even 
tell us that there's all these exciting things that Jesus did. 

And by the way, we didn't tell you about him. We just wrote a sentence to said, well, we saw them, but 
you did. But these are written that you may believe. That's the point of what John is giving us. Encounter 
Christ and believe that's the invitation. And once we do that, we have to heed the call that Jesus gives us 
because when we encounter him, when we come to believe, when we're baptized into his death and 
resurrection, the Holy spirit is poured into us. And then Jesus says to us the same as he did to the 
disciples in the room I am sending you, go be people who live lives of forgiveness, of mercy, of love and 
grace. And when you do so, you will preach the message of the gospel. You will preach the love of Christ 
poured out on the cross for all of us. 



You will invite others into that loving relationship. When we live the lives that Christ enabled us to do 
and has called us to do as his followers, people of mercy, love, forgiveness and grace. And as we look at 
our lives, that has to be the question that we ask. When we look back at the day, I think we can say to 
ourselves, well, how'd I do living that life of forgiveness? What grudges am I still holding? What still 
needs to be let go? Where do I need to offer God's peace, his mercy and his love and his grace? because 
he's getting it to us freely. He says to us, peace be with you. And part of capturing that peace that Jesus 
has won for us is letting go of the shackles of our unforgiveness that remain with us to be set free in 
Christ by the power of the Holy spirit. We must be people who live lives of forgiveness. And when we do 
the peace of Christ, which passes all understanding will guard our hearts and our minds in his love and 
keep us day in and day out. May we receive the peace of Christ and may we be empowered by the Holy 
spirit to be people of forgiveness, people of mercy, of love and of grace. 

Let us pray. 

Jesus. We thank you for the peace that you have offered to us. We pray that your Holy spirit may reveal 
to us any place of unforgiveness that we need to let go, that our lives might be a living testimony to your 
mercy and love and grace, and that we do that in our forgiveness of others. Pour down your peace. May 
your Holy spirit cast out any anxiety, fear, or doubt that we might continue to come to believe that we 
might trust in you and that we might live that life fully, that you have made possible for us and Jesus. 
We ask this in your precious and Holy name. 

 

Amen 

 


