
As we celebrate good Friday, we recount once again the sacrifice that Jesus made on our behalf, the 
road in which he walked and therefore for us who trust in him the place where we made forgiveness of 
our sins and the beginning of a new life in Christ. And as we heard the readings today, we hear the old 
Testament prophecy fulfilled in what Jesus endured. We hear the reminder in the epistle reading that on 
that first good Friday, sin was atoned and defeated once and for all the debt was paid and where there 
is forgiveness of sin, there is no longer any record of sin. 

And we see demonstrated in the action of Jesus the love and service that he spoke about that we 
discussed yesterday and the Maundy Thursday service as Jesus called us to love one another, to serve 
one another, even to the point of giving our own life as Jesus did for us. And as we come to the cross 
this good Friday, we to give thanks to God for the freedom that we have found in Christ. The fact that 
through Christ our sins are forgiven. That in Christ we have been set free and as the epistle reading says, 
if that's the case, then there's no more record of sin. We've been set free and liberated, and if that's the 
case, which is what God says that it is, then we need to live lives as people who have been set free. We 
need to live lives of Thanksgiving to God for the new beginning that's made possible at the cross and if 
God himself says that there's no record of our sin, then why do we lug behind us day after day, the 
failings of the past that God has redeemed us and set us free from the ones that we won't let go of 
baggage that we need not carry because Christ has set us free. 

That's what we celebrate on good Friday and I pray then that each of us today as we have that moment 
of veneration before the cross, that we can lay our whole lives before Jesus. Whatever we're carrying 
behind us that we've been redeemed from, leave it at the foot of the cross and walk away free. 

Whatever hurt or pain or shame or fear or doubt, whatever it is, bring that to the cross. And again, here 
are the words of Jesus say to you, walk away free. It is finished. It is taken care of and in place of all of 
that baggage that we've lugged behind us, all of the shame and fear and doubt and anger, whatever it 
may be, may we receive the peace and presence of Christ who has made new life possible for each of us 
who has set us free and with thankful hearts. May we live as people redeemed through Christ. May we 
thank God that we have been set free and may we go out into the world bringing the message of 
freedom and love that is made possible only through Christ that others might come to the cross and be 
set free from whatever is holding them bound and the name of the father and of the son and of the Holy 
spirit. 

Amen. 

 


