
Let us pray. Most loving and gracious father we give you thanks and praise for this blessed and Holy 
night. We thank you for the gift of your son Jesus Christ for the love he lavished upon us and the 
example he gave to us. Open our hearts by the power of your Holy spirit, that your word may be spoken 
and your word received in the name of the father and of the son and of the Holy spirit. 

Amen. 

This is certainly a celebration of Maunday, Thursday like none of us have ever experienced before on 
this night in Holy week when the primary celebration of why we gather is to remember and 
commemorate and give thanks to God for the institution of the Eucharist and for his presence among us 
and for that gift that he gave us as he broke the bread and shared the cup with the disciples. That is the 
first part of the service and well, primary right now. It's certainly a weird Maunday, Thursday for all of us 
as we give thanks for the Eucharist, but for weeks have been separated from our celebration together. 

And as we look at that aspect of Maunday, Thursday, and as we look at the sacraments, , we rightly so 
should have a hunger for the celebration of the Eucharist. And we rightly as followers of Jesus should 
have a hunger to receive him, to receive his body and blood and to gather with one another in 
community to celebrate his presence among us in the Eucharist. 

But we have to be, be cautious in our view of the sacraments that we remember that all of the 
sacraments that God gave to us, he gave us those sacraments as an outward visible sign of the invisible 
grace that God is doing. He does not say that his, his hands are tied by the sacrament or that something 
that we do in the sacrament is sort of a magic potion. And the example that I'll give first is in reference 
to baptism. What if you were somewhere and never water, but decided to receive Jesus and decided to 
make that known before God and your desire was to receive baptism, but there's no water and there's 
no water for days and days and days. Just for this example. What happens then? Does God say, well, 
sorry. I said you had to have water and you don't. You're out of luck. 

That doesn't line up with what God has done for us and who he's revealed himself to be, but rather the 
water, the immersion into the water, the cleansing of the water, all of that is an outward sign to us to 
show us what God is doing. Not that God's hands are tied until we have done the right thing with the 
water, and certainly we know that Christ is present with us in a unique way in the Eucharist. No one 
doubts that in the when we gather together that he's there among us, that we receive him physically 
and tangibly, but that also does not mean that in the absence of that Eucharist that God is absent from 
you for if we remember at our baptism, what happens is the Holy spirit is poured in us. God has poured 
into us at that time. You can't get any closer than that, and certainly I'm not discounting the gift that's 
given to us at the Eucharist and we should long to return to that gathering again when we're here 
together to give thanks to God at the altar for the presence of his son with us forever. 

His presence that nourishes us and sustains us. All of that symbolism that's wrapped up in the 
Eucharistic celebration that's ongoing even when we can't gather, and this is one of those times in the 
example that we know Jesus is making intercession for us before God right now, and in the same way 
when we can't gather physically, priests all over the globe stand at the altar to make intercession for the 
people to bring your intentions and your presence before God and your longing to be here. Well, you 
can't be physically. We stand there until you're back bringing your longing, your desire, your heart 
before God. But there's, there's two sides to this night because we have that one longing and that 
celebration of the Eucharist, but we can't forget the example that we saw poured out in this gospel 
passage where after the meal is ended, we see Jesus take off his outer garment tile, a towel around his 
waist and wash the feet of the disciples. He demonstrates for 

them what love and service looks like. 



And in many ways as we're longing to gather here for the Eucharist, it's out of love and service to one 
another. That we're at home. There were doing what's asked of us because of our love and service to 
one another. We abide by the guidance being asked so that others may remain healthy even though our 
desire is to be seated here in love and service to one another. And he gives that example, the King of 
Kings, the Lord of Lords, God incarnate at the feet of the disciples saying, I have shown you what this life 
looks like, what it's all about. And then he calls us to do the same, not only on this night, once a year, 
but this is an example where he took the lowest position, the dirtiest job, the lowliest household's 
responsibility, and God took that upon himself because it was a service to the disciples to show them 
how much he loved them and how much he loves us. 

And we're called now to remain in that love. That's what he says. This is the command that I give you, 
that you have love for one another. And he says by that, people will know that you follow me. That's the 
standard that he gives. He doesn't say it's by your certificates or your classes or your bumper stickers or 
your jewelry or your church membership. He says, by loving one another, the world will know that you 
belong to me. And even in the midst of our physical separation, we can certainly love and serve one 
another. We maintain contact with one another. We do what we can. We're called to lay down our lives 
in service for each other to demonstrate the depth of our love because that's how much God loves us. 
And we receive that love of God. We celebrate the love of God tonight. 

And then we're called to go out into the world and let that be our testimony. Let that point to Jesus by 
seeing our love for one another. And so tonight I think we hold those two things, somewhat intention, 
those two aspects of Maundy, Thursday by which we long to be here in physically receive Christ in the 
Eucharist and gathered together in celebration and at the same time in love and service as he calls us 
too. That means we can't, but rest assured right here, right now, wherever you are seated, Jesus is with 
you, the Holy spirit has been poured into you and God's presence will never leave you. He will walk with 
you through all of this and one day and we pray. Soon we will be gathered together again. And on that 
day we will all give thanks to God for what was given to us that first Maundy, Thursday we'll thank God 
for his presence that's among us and shown to us in the Eucharist and with us in a special way. 

And we'll let the world know that we are followers of Jesus by the way, that we have love for each 
other. He says that's the standard and that's what it's all going to be about. And during this time, may 
we ask the Holy spirit to show us what that life of love and service to one another looks like. we take this 
time to remember what Jesus has done for you and for me. And may we never forget his command. We 
are called to love, we are called to serve, and his presence is with us. Always 

let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for the ways in which you have served us. The example that you have given to 
us on the way that we're to respond with our own life. And we pray that your Holy spirit would 
empower us to live that life of love and service for one another. And while many of us are separated 
from the reception of the Eucharist, may you make your presence known in a powerful way during this 
time, come to each of us, feed us, nourish us, and sustain us and with joyful hearts we await today. 
When we return here to celebrate again and Jesus, we ask this in your precious and Holy name. 

Amen. 

 


