
Speaker 1 (00:00): 

Let us pray. Most loving and gracious father we give you thanks and praise for this day. We pray that 
your Holy spirit would open our hearts and our minds to hear your voice. May the power of your spirit 
that raised Lazarus from the dead, raise our hearts and our minds and our whole being to new life and 
you Lord, may your word be spoken in your word, received in the name of the father and of the son and 
of the Holy spirit. Amen We read once again a lengthy section of John's gospel in which we hear at the 
end finally that Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. But as we heard that reading, one of the things that 
seem to be said over and over again is that they were deeply troubled or deeply disturbed and that went 
from Martha, Mary, Jesus, the Jews who went to console them, the disciples. 

Speaker 1 (01:23): 

Everybody was disturbed at how this was unfolding. The fact that this friend of Jesus was sick and when 
they tell him that his friend is sick, his response is to stay two days more. Where he was that for the 
disciples. For Martha, for Mary, for Lazarus. I'm sure for anyone who would hear and for us in what 
we're facing today. We have the same frustration and we say, Lord, you know this situation and here we 
are and it seems like you're slow to get here. You could do something. We know you can, but you seem 
distant and not acting. That was rightly the emotion that was being felt. That's perhaps a rightly the 
emotion that we're feeling now, but we see the work of Jesus playing out no matter what and after 
Lazarus has died, Martha is the first one to come to Jesus and acknowledge that if he had been there, he 
could have done something and what she's missing, and perhaps what we miss as we go through any of 
our struggles as we go through what we're going through today is not only could Jesus do something 
then he could do something now and that his power to change and transform the situation was not 
bound by him getting to Lazaruth before he died. 

Speaker 1 (03:17): 

His power was made evident. Whenever Jesus chooses to act, that there is always hope in the power of 
Christ to change and transform the situation that we face, and Martha had said to him, you should have 
been here, then this wouldn't have happened, and they have this important encounter where Jesus 
says, I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live even though he dies and whoever 
lives and believes in me will never die and ask, do you believe this? And if we were in her place, we 
would probably think, well, Lazarus believed in you and he's dead because you didn't show up in time. 
But Jesus has getting us to understand that he is the resurrection. He is the life that we find those things 
only in and through him, and we have to recognize that if we believe in him, even though our mortal 
bodies will eventually die, that's a guarantee for all of us or Jesus will return first. 

Speaker 1 (04:36): 

Those are the only two options, but all of our mortal bodies will lie in death. But even then in and 
through Christ, we live forever in the presence of the God who created us and will be raised up to live 
with him forever in the new creation, in the new heaven and the new earth. When Jesus returns again, 
that's the promise. And again, that promise has to help us understand the perspective because it doesn't 
erase what we're going through, right? Even when Jesus says this to Martha, Lazarus is still debt and in 
the end, through the power of Jesus, Lazarus is raised, but Lazarus ultimately will die again and then be 
waiting along with us for the new heaven and the new earth to be ushered in when we will be raised up 
to imperishable bodies to dwell with God forever. So there is this time that we're waiting and we know 
that the promise of Jesus is not the in the here and now. We can be freed from everything that we face 
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from sickness or financial problems or debt. Those things though are ultimately defeated already in 
Christ. And a day is coming when we will live in that creation where those things are no more. 

Speaker 1 (06:10): 

But for many of us, then the question is going to be, well, where do we place our hope and our trust? In 
the interim? Are we going to place our hope and our trust in the world? And if that's the case, then we 
know we'll be disappointed. People will get sick, there will be death, things do happen. But if we place 
our hope in Christ, we can rest assured that we will live again with him forever and that his presence and 
the power of the Holy spirit will remain with us as we go through the here and now. Even when things 
seem hopeless, which was exactly how things were felt in the reading from Ezekiel, you've got a pile of 
dead bones and the question is, what's the hope? What's the point? There's no possibility of life here, 
and I think this can be a fear that comes into our hearts and our minds now with what we're facing. 
Everybody's isolated for safety reasons, and people think, well, are we going to survive this? Well, my 
family survive. Will everyone be healthy? Will my job still be there? Will the church is open again ever 
when they do, will people come? All of these, if we look in the here and now just look like a pile of dead 
bones with no hope and we say we're done. There's no way that anything will be different. What's the 
hope? Can we emerge? What's going to happen? 

Speaker 1 (07:49): 

But if we look at that through the eyes of what we have seen in the gospel through the eyes of what 
Christ has done and is doing and will continue to do, then there's hope. Then there's a promise of 
resurrection. Then there's light on the other side of no matter what we face and we can emerge through 
that. We can walk through that and we can know that however dead the pile of bones seem, the power 
of Christ can raise them up to make a new way, a new beginning, a new life where everything seems 
hopeless and dead. If we needed a word of encouragement at any time, I think we need that now and 
again. It's exciting to me that these are the readings appointed by the lectionary long before we were in 
this crisis. 

Speaker 1 (08:44): 

Without our doing. God has spoken the words that we need when we need it, a promise of hope, love 
life and resurrection that's offered and in through Jesus Christ. So let us not get discouraged in the days 
ahead and when we're having that fear and doubt and when everything seems dead and hopeless, let us 
remember the words of today's gospel, that Jesus is resurrection and he is life. That's who he is and 
what he does. And and in through him we will receive that he will bring life on the other side no matter 
what. And in the end we will all be raised to new life with him to live in the new heavens and the new 
earth where he has conquered all that we face here and now today. So let us thank Jesus for what has 
been done for us and let us encourage one another with these words, remembering that our Lord Jesus 
is resurrection and life and he will do exactly what he's told us he will do because that's who he is. Let us 
pray. 

Speaker 1 (10:02): 

Heavenly father, we give you thanks and praise for this day. We thank you today that even in the midst 
of the distance that's required for our health, we are gathered together in your presence that you are 
still seated upon the throne. You are still God and we are knit together now in you, in your presence, 
and we pray that your spirit will teach us more and more day by day what it means that Jesus is 
resurrection in life. May we not be discouraged or fearful in what we face, but may we always recognize 
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your power in our life to bring life and resurrection where everything seems hopeless. May your peace, 
your presence, your mercy, your love and your grace be with us. May our hearts be fixed upon you and 
Jesus. We ask all this in your precious and Holy name. Amen. 

 


