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Let us pray. 

Most loving and gracious father we give you thanks and praise for this day. We thank you for your 
presence among us and there we are joined together in you by the power of your Holy spirit. No matter 
where we are physically, we pray that your Holy spirit would open our hearts, that we might meet with 
you this morning so we might hear your voice and see your face. Lord, may your word be spoken and 
your word received in the name of the father and of the son and of the Holy spirit. 

Amen. 

We heard this morning an entire chapter from John's gospel on this encounter that Jesus had with the 
blind man whom he healed, and there's much that could be said about the miraculous healing that this 
man encountered and received through Jesus. But the heart of what we're probably all facing and 
thinking today is that question that is posed at the beginning of this section of the gospel that we heard 
proclaimed because the disciples are asking an important question that probably we're asking in the 
midst of where we are right now as they see the blind man, they want an answer for who sinned. In 
other words, what's the cause of this? Why is this happening? And they want an answer to that. Why? 
To make sense of what would be the reason for this man's blindness. And in searching for that why, 
there was certainly a school of thought that would've said, well, clearly it is this man sin that has made 
him born blind as if he was being punished by God for his life. 

And there would be others who would still say, well, if it wasn't him, it was his parents. And so in many 
ways that's sort of even worse image of God that's striking down someone else because their parent did 
something. But notice Jesus does not say, well, you're wrong. It wasn't him or it was his parents, and he 
doesn't even really provide another explanation as to why this man is blind. But he starts to change the 
focus of the conversation and says, well, it's not because of this man's sin, but in the midst of this, the 
glory of God will be revealed. Now when we hear that, there's a couple of things that we need to 
understand and we need to understand that in the midst of our suffering that it is not the victims of the 
suffering who are to blame and the one who is going through suffering is not bad. 

Whereby if we think, well, God is striking down people causing suffering, then the people themselves 
are bad and we know that God loves people and God is for people. And that's what he's saying. It's not 
the people who are bad things are happening in the world and even this statement that the glory of God 
will be revealed. We have to understand that what Jesus is trying to get us to realize is that in the midst 
of our suffering, God will be present and his glory will be shown to the world. We should not hear this as 
God forced blindness upon this man so that at just the right time he could come in Jesus his path and 
would have this healing as if God was sitting up as people are born and programming in all sorts of 
diseases and horrible things so that at some point in their life, God's glory can be revealed. 

Again, that doesn't seem to be an image that lines up with the loving God who created us in his image 
and desires to be with us, but what we do need to hear is that in the midst of what we face, God is 
present because there are two things that Jesus is emphasizing that the work of God might be displayed, 
not the cause of suffering, but in the midst of suffering. God is present. And when we look at God's role 
as we try to ask that question, why that leads us down a path of all sorts of funny answers. And as we 
think, well why are we facing what we're facing now? Why is there this virus and why are the churches 
close? And if we try to say in some way that this is God bringing this upon us for some reason, then I 
think we're missing who God says he is. 



Now we like that better because it makes sense to us intellectually. At least then we could understand. 
And when we do that, it seems that we look for God then in the wrong place of the suffering. And when 
I say that, it means when we asked that question, where are usually looking for, where is God at the 
start of this as if he is the cause. And I think if we do that, we won't find God there at the start as the 
cause of the suffering that we're enduring today or anyone endorsed throughout any of their life. Not in 
the cause at the beginning, but in the midst of the suffering, we find God in the midst of what we go 
through. We find that God is present among us in the midst of it. And if we look there, then the reason 
doesn't matter how we got there, all we know is that this is where we are and God is here too. 

And God will be with us to walk with us. And in the midst of that as well, Jesus says, we must do the 
works of him who sent me. And we certainly know today as we're called to be distant from each other 
physically. We're not called to be distant from each other spiritually and emotionally and socially, that 
the work of God in the midst of this suffering, this distance that we have today will be born out by the 
way in which we love one another through this. And God's presence will be made known and visible by 
the way that we maintain contact with one another, even though we're now present physically. And we 
have the opportunity now to make God present in so many ways. And well, we would prefer to all be 
seated here together this morning. That would be our ideal. We gather knowing that no matter what 
God is present, and we can take this time to be praying for one another day in and day out. 

We have all sorts of technology today that allows us to maintain contact with one another and we must 
do so. We have phones and email and text and all sorts of things that happen instantaneously. We're 
streaming this service, which years ago would not have been possible. The worship of God continues in 
our hearts in this place and our care for one another makes present God in the midst of suffering. That's 
what we're called to do. I think that's what we need to see Jesus saying that in the midst of the 
suffering, I am there in the midst of what you face. I am there and there are certainly struggles in the 
midst of this distance and what we're facing today. Nobody is discounting that we're facing them, but 
we don't face them alone. You know? I think it's awesome the way the lectionary works out in that we 
did not pick to have Psalm 23 today because it would be inspirational and we didn't pick this reading 
because we'd said, Oh, we could shape a good sermon around that. 

Those were already appointed readings for this Sunday before there was ever a Corona virus diagnosis. 
This was already going be the message that was appointed for today, but I think we need to hear it all. 
The more the words of Psalm 23 which remind us, God is present, God is with us. He will lead us, he will 
guide us, he will nourish us. We have nothing to fear. His protective presence and arm is around us. And 
so as we face the uncertainties of the days ahead, we faced them, not alone, but with God. And even 
though distant physically, we face them together and I urge us all to maintain our contact with one 
another and all the ways possible. Maintain our prayer for one another and don't get distracted by 
trying to answer the question, why? Why did this happen? Who's fault is it? Who can we blame? 

How do we make sense of it intellectually but rather each day? Can we acknowledge that God remains 
with us, that his presence is here, that he's in each of our hearts and right now that will be enough. That 
has to be enough, that has to be sufficient, and in all reality, all we ever need is the presence of God and 
we have that and that will be enough and God will remain with us and he will see us through and we will 
be there for one another in the love that God has demonstrated through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Let us pray. 

Heavenly father, in the midst of the emotions of the time that we're in, in the midst of all that we face, 
we give you thanks and praise for who you are, for who we are in you and what you have done for each 
of us. Keep our eyes and our hearts and our minds fixed upon your presence in the midst of our daily 
lives, in the midst of the challenges of the times as we fight this virus, we pray that you would bring 
healing to those impacted by the virus that you would watch over the healthcare workers and first 



responders responsible for caring for those and that you would watch over us as we do our part to keep 
our distance physically from one another, to keep each other safe. And in the midst of that, may we be 
drawn together in you. May your love Unitus for we know your presence is with us and Lord that is 
enough. And Jesus, we ask all this in your precious and Holy name. 

Amen. 

 


