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Let us pray. 

Most loving and gracious father, we thank you for this day. We thank you for your presence, your peace, 
and your grace. We pray that your Holy spirit would open our hearts to hear your voice, may your word 
be spoken in your word, received in the name of the father and of the son and of the Holy spirit. . 

There's quite a bit certainly going on in this long passage from John's gospel that we heard proclaim 
today. As we look at this encounter, we see Jesus who meets this woman at the well, this Samaritan 
woman who he meets in the heat of the day when nobody goes to the well, except for people who don't 
want to run into other people because they don't want to deal with the social stigma that this woman is 
facing. So she goes at a time when she would avoid all other people. And there's Jesus who has this 
encounter with not only a Samaritan, which the Jews avoided but a woman. And he begins this 
conversation with her. That moves from this question of water that eventually moves into him revealing 
to her everything she's ever done that causes her to go and to then proclaim to others. Come and see 
this Jesus come and see. That invitation that occurs over and over again as throughout John's gospel is 
this call to come and see which is what she does. And I want to first look at something. I think it is 
striking and important for us, especially right now is first there's this question of the thirst for this water 
as Jesus says, well, you can drink this water in the here and now, but but I have something to give you, 
which if you receive, you'll never be thirsty again. The peace, the presence of God that is offered to us 
through our baptism into Christ, death and resurrection and the pouring of the Holy spirit into us, 

then no matter what we face in Christ, we will never be thirsty. In other words, that God will remain 
with us to be sufficient for us to be our all in all. And I think as we go through the changing times in 
response to the virus right now, we need to understand that very fact that God is our, all in all, that his 
presence is with us, no matter what we're facing. And then no matter what transpires in the natural and 
the here and now, our God is here, our God remains with us. Our God will sustain us through what we 
face. That doesn't mean everything will be perfect, but it means the presence of God remains with us as 
we endure whatever comes on whatever day, 

then they begin this conversation, that I'm not certain we have the exact clear answer to, but, uh, the 
woman says to Jesus, well, our fathers worshiped on this mountain. And you say, we're supposed to 
worship over there. And they says, well, the time is coming and is now here when my father was will 
worship in spirit and in truth. Now I wish he defined in a few more verses what exactly that looks like 
and means, but he didn't. But I think we can relate to this tension of the truth being sort of the right 
way. We understand how our worships to go in the right location and now we're facing a time where,, 
the guidance could very well be in the near future, don't gather anywhere even for church. And we 
think, well, wait a minute, 

the place we're supposed to worship is in the church and we're supposed to do it a certain way. And the 
liturgy is supposed to go a certain way. And we all know we're supposed to kneel at the altar rail and if 
we can't do it, that's not really the right way. We have that tension because the truth, the way of doing 
things, our understanding of things, that's all important. But at the same time, Jesus says, well, we also 
have to worship in spirit. So while we have our structure, our understanding, our way of doing things, 
there's also that side of our, spiritual journey, which says, well, if, if we can't get here on Sunday and 
they say we can't gather and they change all the liturgy up and we can't do all the things that we say 
that we think we're supposed to be, that in spirit, God's presence is with us. 



That whether we are gathered here together communally or whether we're gathered at home in prayer, 
the presence of God will sustain us, will provide for us, will be our, all in all, we'll be truly worshiped and 
we will truly receive, even if we don't do it according to the way that we're accustomed to doing it, 
which is that real tension. What does it mean to worship in spirit and in truth? There's a lot of ways that 
we can, we can look at this. Um, certainly that debate about where's the right location is going on. And 
that's in our, midst right now. And I was talking about this passage with, uh, with the priest. I see for, 
spiritual direction. And we can even look at this in the tension that may exist between some of us. Look 
at our faith, uh, in a very, uh, analytical manner, which tends to be my tendency. 

I like all things wrapped up at night, neat, orderly things and analysis and look, you know, that's just how 
I roll. Um, but there's also this side of our spiritual wealth which other people operate in all the time in, 
in the,freedom of the spirit of God that connects more with feeling and rolling wherever God's gonna 
go. Right now, even if you don't have the 28 point plan. Um, and we need both of those was the 
challenge of the priests that I see and that perhaps we may default more heavier in one of those camps. 
And we all do because we all have those tendency, but in the fullness, which is what Jesus is talking 
about, the people are going to worship in spirit and truth in the fullness of worship because they will 
fully know God and God will fully know us. We are the systems that have gone before. Have not been 
the fullness. So that challenge is wrapped up in this as well. But what's so fundamentally important for 
us to see here is Jesus tells this woman everything she's ever done. 

Now, when you hear that, I don't know about for you, but that seems like a scary conversation. And if 
that was the conversation we're having with Jesus, are we so excited that we run to someone else and 
say, you should come. This guy is gonna tell all your secrets. Come quick. You think they'd all say forget 
it. I'll pass. I'm good, thanks. You know? But there's a reason she leaves excited because what do we 
hear in the text? Jesus has this encounter with her about the state of her relationships right now and 
presumably goes o n, because he said it talks about everything she's ever done. Where in the text do we 
find Jesus's statement about how disappointed he is in her? The judgment that he has for her and the 
condemnation that she rightly deserves. The good news of the gospel is we don't find that text. That's 
not how the conversation goes. He doesn't say, here's all the things you have done and this is why 
you're a worthless, rebellious, wretched person who shouldn't even be near me. The good news of the 
gospel says the very opposite. They have this encounter and Jesus continues his encounter with her. She 
receives his mercy, his forgiveness, his love, his grace, his presence with her. And when the disciples 
come back, what are they mad about? They're not even mad that he's talking to a Samaritan. 

Where do they say, why is he talking to this woman for what's going on? 

No. So clearly that helps us see that it's probably not unusual that Jesus is talking to a Samaritan that 
must have happened other places. Or they would have said, why is he talking to this Samaritan woman? 
Right? But in the, in the culture 

that wasn't done. 

And then what happens? The woman has this encounter and she goes to the town and gives the 
testimony, come and see, and it's interesting. They will see a same pattern come Easter morning where 
a woman comes to the tomb when the men are hiding, soaking and says, finds the empty tomb and runs 
back and says, come and see, 

and they come. 

Just like in this encounter. She runs to the town, says, come, this might be the one the Messiah. Come 
and see, and we know Jesus spends time with them and they come to believe not on the testimony of 
the woman alone, but on their own. Fate is what happens. Her encounter with Christ changes her 
forever and she goes forth to give that invitation and I pray that we may enter into God's presence and 



receive what he has for us. In the same way the weather we're gathered here on Sunday morning or at 
home, whatever the location might be, that the water of life of God's presence, that, we can worship 
him in spirit and truth both at the same time, wherever and whenever, that that encounter may be so 
personal that Jesus tell us everything that we've ever done without fear or guilt or shame, and we may 
receive his mercy and his forgiveness and grace and that give us the same smile and joy as this woman 
that causes us to run out and say, you have to come and see this one who knows everything, who has 
seen everything but still loves me. 

In light of all of that, that's the good news of the gospel we're not hiding anything from God. You know? 
It's not like if we don't tell him, maybe he wasn't looking at that time. He was busy with somebody who's 
more bad than we are. He knows everything. And in the midst of knowing everything, he loves you in 
the fullness of himself to pour out himself through the gift of his son, Jesus Christ. That's the love of 
God. And we should be overjoyed at this encounter that Jesus had because it's the same example that 
he has with us. he says, I will be with you. I will refresh you. I will renew you. And now go and let others 
know. Invite them to come and see that they too may worship in the fullness of the knowledge of God 
and God will fully know us. And that's the worship of spirit and in truth, 

let us pray. 

Heavenly father, we come before you this morning in this time of many uncertainties and questions and 
we pray that you would refresh our hearts, our minds, our whole body with the water of life, of your 
presence. Help us to understand that we are fully known by you and that you love us in the midst of 
that. may we then fully love you in return and invite others to come and see Jesus. We ask all this in 
your precious and Holy name. Amen. 

 


