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Let us pray. Most loving and gracious father, we thank you and praise you for this day. We thank you for 
the gift of your son, Jesus Christ and for the outpouring of the Holy spirit. We pray that your Holy spirit 
would open the eyes of our hearts, that we might see your face and our ears, that we might hear your 
voice. May your word be spoken in your word, received in the name of the father and of the son and of 
the Holy spirit. 

Amen. 

In the portion of Paul's letter to the Romans that we had read today, the lectionary reading ended by 
reminding us that God is the one who gives life to the dead and Calls into existence. The things that are 
not as though they were, that it is by the power and the hand of God that we are given life and it's God's 
power that brings everything into existence and we know that and see that right back from Genesis as 
God spoke creation into being. We see God's hand all throughout the rest of scripture and in the world 
revealed that it's God's power that sustains it. And specifically in this reading as it relates to Abraham, it 
was God who brought about the descendants and the promise given to Abraham through Sarah who 
was beyond the years of bearing children and he made a way where science would say was impossible, 
that it's the hand of God that brought that about and the fact that God is the one who desires and the 
one who to give life and does so and brings as though they were not things into existence. 

It's that type of action and power and desire of God that Jesus is trying to teach Nicodemus about in the 
gospel encounter that we heard today where Jesus encounters this Pharisee who clearly would have 
been familiar with all of the scriptures and would it be meticulously keeping the law and he is drawn to 
meet with Jesus and he comes to him so that he might know more and he acknowledges rabbi, we know 
you're a teacher who's come from God because he saw the signs that Jesus was performing and in light 
of that acknowledgement, Jesus says to him, well, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless is 
born again. Or as they translated it in the reading that we heard proclaim born from above, which is 
probably a better translation to understand what Jesus is getting at because you can see Nicodemus, his 
response is sort of when you think again, he thinks, well, how do we repeat this thing that we can't 
repeat and Nicodemus is not understanding how we're supposed to have this birth from above. 

What does that mean? He only knows one birth. And we can't physically do that again. And so what are 
you trying to get at Jesus is what Nicodemus is asking. And as we look from a, what does it mean then to 
be born from above? And nicotine has asked the question and Jesus says again, while I tell you no one 
can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the spirit flesh gives birth to flesh, but the 
spirit gives birth to spirit that he's trying to tell us. And Nicodemus, that what he's talking about is 
something different. Something that they have not experienced before. And that's why they don't 
understand. 

And he says, then, well, you should not be surprised at me saying this, that you have to be born again. 
And he gives us image of the wind, blows, where it wants. And what he's really relating that to is so it is 
so to everyone born of the spirit that the spirit is poured out to bring us to life, to guide us, to lead us. 
And while we don't physically see the spirit, just like you don't physically see the wind, uh, you certainly 
know when it's there because when the wind blows you along, you don't say, Oh, I wonder what that 
could be. You know? And it's, it's the same way in our life that we have no physical thing to touch and 
say, well, here's the spirit. Touch, touch the spirit in the physical. But I think when the spirit works in our 
life, that becomes evident. And we see God at work through the power of the spirit. And we know that 
that is God. And again, nicotine is still stumped and they go back and forth in trying to discern the 
difference between the earthly things and the heavenly things. 



And then 

Jesus takes a turn where he gives this image just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness. So the 
son of man must be lifted up, but everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. And this is one of 
those instances where clearly the scripture has to interpret scripture and you have to know this story 
that he's talking about. Otherwise we scratch our heads and say, well, when does that have to do with 
anything lifting up the serpent in the wilderness? But if we were to scour back into the old Testament 
and we remember that story, what we find is one of those times when the people were grumbling at 
God as they tended to do over and over again, all these serpents are sent to bite the people and then 
Moses has given a direction, well make this serpent and put it on a stick and everybody who looks at the 
serpent will be healed. 

And we think, well, that doesn't make much sense. You know, why don't the doctors just bring the 
antivenom or something? Why do we have to do this thing on the pole? But if you look at back in the 
story, you'll see, and Moses did as he was instructed and the people looked and were delivered from 
death, they were healed and set free. And Jesus says, so it is with the center man. He too will be lifted 
up speaking of his crucifixion to come. And all of us who look upon the son of man who call upon him 
and believe in his name will also be set free from our death raised to new life and healed and restored. 
That's the image he wants us to understand. Jesus is saying, I will do that for you and for the whole 
world. That's what's available to us through Christ because we're told for God so loved the world, but he 
gave his one and only son that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

And we know this scripture and we've heard it in all sorts of places and we need to remember that it 
says God so loved the world. It does not say for God is so angry with you because of all of your multitude 
screw ups and he's so disappointed that he can't even look in your general direction. And so then he 
sent the worst wrath upon you so that you might be punished. That is not what the scripture says, but 
many people have that image of God, the disappointed, angry God who's waiting to destroy them. And 
God says just the opposite about himself and he reveals just the opposite through Christ that he loves us 
so much that he sent his son so that we should not perish but have eternal life and he goes on again. If 
they didn't get it then and if we don't get it, then there's another verse for God did not send his son into 
the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

God desires to draw us to himself because God loves us and gave himself for us now looking to condemn 
the world. Where would that none would perish with it all would come to receive his love through Christ 
and we have to make sure that our our, our friends and our neighbors and those who we encounter 
understand that the good news of the gospel is contained in these two verses. The God loves them and 
is four of them and gave himself for them and desires for them to come and have fellowship with him. 
Because if you think God's angry waiting to destroy you, and then somebody meets you and says, Oh, 
you should come to church. If you think angry, God's waiting for you, you're not going to be very 
motivated to come. You're going to be trying to hide from the angry God who you think is seeking out 
vengeance upon you. 

You know, and in, in light of these two verses, I don't understand. You can hear some very incorrect and 
damaging preaching this desires when there's a natural disaster or some sort of illness to point out that 
this is some wrath of God on the world. Did he so angry at, and your judgment has now been met upon 
you in this tornado or hurricane or horrible disease that's going through a nation. And I don't know how 
anyone who wants to preach that squares that with these two verses, I don't know how you read this, 
how you see the example of Jesus and his life poured out for us and then claim that God's so angry that 
he had to send a tornado to destroy it. 

Yes. 



I mean, we hear it and I hope when we hear it we say, I didn't know. That doesn't quite line up to who 
God says he is. The message of the gospel. The God we know who has revealed himself through Christ is 
I have given myself because I love you and I desire for you to come and to be with me, to heal and 
reconcile, to raise from dead to life, to bring new beginnings, to pour the Holy spirit into each of us, to 
lead us and guide us in a life that draws us closer to him. That we may be United to God as Jesus is 
United to the father. That's what he desires. That's the love of God. That's what we need to let the rest 
of the world know. Our friends and our neighbors and our coworkers. Cause how many people have 
some twisted image of God and evil, angry God, who you just better stay in line or he's going to get ya. 

You know from what I can read in this book, if that was the case, God would have stopped many pages 
ago, not putting up with the countless offer of himself, the people going astray and God leading them 
back. We would have done it probably about two and a half times and then said, we'll find if that's what 
they want to do, let them have their way. I'm done with them. That's how we would respond. But over 
and over we have page and page and page and page of a God who says, I love you. Come back and 
here's the way back. And when you screw it up, he makes another way. This is the God who brings into 
existence things that are not, that raises us from our death to life and brings new beginnings to all of us 
who say yes and we are here because we've said yes. 

And I pray that we come each week thanking God for the miraculous new beginning that we have each 
and every single day for the way that he has raised us from our death to new life. And then we need to 
go out and spread that good news of the gospel, especially in places where the opposite image of God is 
being proclaimed and let the world know that this is who God says he is. And if you have any doubt, look 
at Jesus because he is the perfect image of God. God incarnate, who demonstrated who he is, what his 
character is, what he thinks of us, and it's all poured out in his love for us. And I pray that we'll receive 
that, that we understand that and that with boldness we may go and tell everyone who will listen, that a 
loving God who created them desires for them to return now because he's angry or vengeful, but 
because he's already given his son who has taken upon himself all that would keep us from the father 
and has made a new way for us and desires to pour the Holy spirit into us, to lead us and guide us closer 
to him so that our lives might be lived in his image that was prey. 

Father, we thank you for the gift of your son, Jesus Christ. We thank you for the work that he has done 
once for all for us, for your entire creation. We thank you that you're a God of love, the God of healing, a 
God of restoration and the God of new life. Help us to understand by the power of the spirit what that 
means. The day by day we may live as your children who have been set free, who do have new life, and 
may we proclaim your name and invitation to the entire world that they too might hear your message of 
love, that they too might receive, that the whole world may come to know you might be raised to new 
life. My be healed and restored. Draw us into your presence. Lord, change us into your image and Meryl 
lives be lived to your honor and glory. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

 


