
Let us pray. 

Heavenly father, we give you thanks and praise for this night for this time together in your presence. 
And we pray that your Holy spirit would lead us and guide us, open our hearts that we might hear your 
voice. Lord, may your word be spoken in your word received in the name of the father and of the son 
and of the Holy spirit. 

Amen. Please be seated. 

We gather here this evening, Ash Wednesday to begin once again the season of lent. And I think there's, 
two ways that we can enter into this season and look at this season. , one may be that we see this 
season as, sort of the scary season by which we hear, watch out or God's going to get ya and you better 
get yourself right quick. and certainly there is an urgency in the call to our repentance in the season of 
lent, but I think that way of looking at what God has called us to is not quite in line with who God has 
revealed himself to be. And if we look at the readings that we heard proclaimed over and over again in 
the scripture is not a message of God is going to get you today. Might be it. Watch out. I'm coming. 

But rather I hope that we heard in all the readings and invitation by God to return that if God was 
looking simply to destroy us, none of us would be sitting here. But what you find over and over again 
throughout scripture is God calling his people again back to himself and providing a way for the 
restoration of that relationship that was broken. If God was just angry and was going to zap us out, I 
would bet he certainly would've done that many pages ago in scripture and without all of the effort and 
work of Jesus coming for us. If he simply wanted to destroy us, he would have done that. But what we 
see as a God who loves us gives an invitation. And that's really the message of lent, that God has given 
us an invitation to slow down, to put our lives under God's microscope and to have an examination of 
how we're doing. 

Now, that in itself might make us a little uneasy and perhaps that's, but if we look at the rhythm of our 
lives, what we find is most of us see the doctor at least once a year and get blood work and have all 
these tests, sort of the checkup on how you doing And we don't always like what the doctor's going to 
say or what the doctor finds or what the doctor prescribes as the treatment, but we go on a regular 
basis for that checkup. Same with the dentist and a variety of other things that we submit in the physical 
to that routine of a checkup. And I think what we find in lent is the church really has given us a season 
by which we step back, hopefully in our life through the disciplines we take on. We slow down a little bit 
and we're willing to shine the light of God's microscope on our life and get us checkup and say, how are 
we doing? 

How's my life going right now? And again, not out of a place of fear where we're trying to appease the 
God who's mad at us, who's one flip of the switch away from obliterating us, but rather a God who loves 
us, says, I invite you to return to me. And will you take this season of lent as an opportunity to let the 
light of the Holy spirit shine in your life and your thoughts, your actions, your prayer life, every area of 
your life, and let God say to you, how are you doing now I would hope that we would all find some 
things that we're happy with and that we believe God is happy with. And I trust that if we honestly enter 
into the season, we'll find some areas where we say, Ooh, I guess there's some work to do there. And 
when we find that the good news is it's God's Holy spirit that resides in each of us. 

Who's the one that first shows us? That is the one that brings about the transformation and the one 
who equips us to live a life of change in that area that we've recognize. And so it need not be a scary 
time, but we can take these weeks and with fasting, with prayer, with alms giving, what we do is we sort 
of deny ourselves in our fasting or even in our alms giving calls us to deny ourself in the flesh right now 
so that we can turn our hearts and our focus towards God, which is what Jesus was talking about in the 
gospel. It was all about what's your heart's motivation in these actions that you're doing? When you 



pray, what's motivating your heart to pray when you fast, what's motivating your heart to fast? What's 
motivating you to give alms and is it for the recognition of the world or is it for changing and redirecting 
your heart back to God, which is the beautiful invitation of the season of lent. 

Return to me is the invitation of God return, return and yes, and the readings. There's a call to 
repentance which is part of that returning by which we recognize that even on our best days we fallen 
short of the measuring rod and the ideal which is Jesus Christ. I don't think any of us is going to say I've 
nailed it just like Jesus, but the good news is Jesus has nailed it for us. And then we're called then day by 
day, to allow the spirit to change and transform us into his image and likeness a little more each and 
every single day, recognizing we're never going to get it perfectly in this world before Jesus returns 
again, but that we can make progress and the God desires that we recognize and can honestly say to 
him, here's where I fallin short, I desire to walk closer to you and with loving and open arms, he says, all 
right, let's do it. 

Let's start again. That's the good news of lent. There we should be rejoicing that we have an invitation 
from a loving God to return and again and again. Of course, we're not allowed to rejoice too much cause 
it's lent. So keep your rejoicing to a minimal, but with grateful hearts, we still move through the season 
saying, we're still here. God sustains us day by day. He's not looking to destroy us, but for our life to, to 
flourish. That his joy would be in us and our joy would be complete and that we would be one with the 
father as Jesus, as one with him. Those are the invitations of God. That's what he's looking for. And so I 
pray that we won't approach these weeks that we have in lent as sort of a scary season of dread and 
doom and gloom, but one of an invitation of love by a God who loves you, who says, now you have a 
chance to return. And will you let the light of the Holy spirit shine in your heart, on your mind and your 
thoughts, your actions, your speech, and put your whole life before God and say, how's it going and how 
could it be closer to Jesus? And then let the Holy spirit work in you as you fast and pray and give alms 
and seek the Lord and redirect your heart this season, this time to the God who loves you and invites 
you day in and day out. Come and return to me. 

Let us pray. 

Father, we give you thanks and praise for this season of lent by which you invite us. to Honestly, lay our 
lives, our hearts, on our minds before you, we pray that your Holy spirit would lead us and guide us 
through this season. Did the light of your love in your presence may shine in each of our lives, that the 
fire of the Holy spirit would burn away and us anything that's not a view that we might understand more 
deeply each and every single day. Who you are and the great love that you have for each of us. May we 
know that love may that love set us free and change and transform us. May we be conformed more and 
more to your image and likeness and Lord, may our lives be lived to your honor and glory and Jesus, we 
ask this in your precious and Holy name. 

Amen 

 


