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In tdhe name of the one true God. Who is God, the father, God the son and God the Holy spirit. 

What if you went up on that mountain with , Jesus and Peter and James and John, I suppose, and I had 
just read six days later, Jesus took with him, Peter and James and his brother John and Jeff Newell. How 
do you think that, what do you think that would have been like? You know what if we saw Jesus shining 
like the sun close, dazzling white, and you heard the voice of God, the father saying, this is my beloved 
son. Listen to him. That's probably a tough question. We don't know how we'd, I'd probably just be 
standing there with my jaw open . Wow. Do you think you would have been like Peter? I said, what's the 
build three tents? 

Peter problably just didn't know what to say. He was stunned like you and I would be, but Jesus knows, 
no, we can't stay here. We know we're not going to stay here. This is, I'm just showing you a glimpse of 
who I am, which has been doing all through epiphany, but this was really special. And um, Jesus knows 
they can't stay there because he's got to fulfill his mission. He's got, he knows he's got to go to 
Jerusalem and at first they're going to be wild about them and throw Palm branches out and say, Oh, 
here's the King of glory. He's here. But they turn on him and the next seven days, and he betrayed and 
captured and put on trial and put to death on a cross. But that's not the end of the story as we know, 
because if Peter, James and John thought the transfiguration was a big deal and it was, but it was just a 
glimpse but his death on the cross and his resurrection from the grave, and then his little time that he 
spent for 40 days with them and then ascending to heaven, that's where he shows us who he is in all his 
glory. 

Theologians believe that Jesus chose this particular time to be transfigured like that because he sensed 
the disciples were starting to stagger in their faith a little bit. You might recall that they tried to drive a 
demon out of a man and they couldn't do it and they were frustrated and Jesus calls him on that. You 
know, how long do I have to be with you? He left and said, you're going to have to do it yourself soon 
cause I'm not going to be here. And also they don't like Jesus telling them that I'm going to go to 
Jerusalem, I'm going to be put to death. They don't want to hear that. They want things to go along the 
way. They were like we like hanging out with you, Jesus. We like you doing miracles. We don't want this 
to end. When Jesus tells Peter, you're thinking like a man thinks you're not like God thinks. 

Which brings us back to what if one of us was on the mountain that day. How about our faith is our faith 
flag sometimes cause it we question it. I bet if I raised, asked you to raise your hand, does your face 
shake? Sometimes everybody's hand would go up. I can put mine up. I can remember, especially year 
2009 I was really tested because I'm three people that I loved the most in my life. Got very sick. One of 
them is right here. She and my late sister Bonnie, both the Gossan news and the spring that they had 
cancer and shortly after that my mother, who was in a nursing home and had been doing very well, just 
declined so fast and I remember getting, not only was my face shaken, but I was angry at God. I told him, 
you know, Lord, this was just a Few years after I was ordained. 

I said, Lord, we had a deal. You know, I became a deacon to serve you and you're supposed to take care 
of my family. What does all this sickness? And I was angry. Thankfully through prayer and reading the 
Bible, I realized, Jesus saying to me, yes, Ellen we do have a deal. You're going to serve me and whatever 
you go through, I'm going to be right there with you. And he was, but everybody's face shaken now. And 
then, so the transfiguration, Jesus telling us who he is, it wasn't just for those three disciples on the Hill. 
It was for us. 

I wanted to say that we started this Bible study last Sunday and um, I don't know what you think of it, 
but I just, I love this book. I read the whole, I couldn't put it down and between this book and a movie 



that we saw this week, you may have seen it in the theaters if you haven't. It's on and pay-per-view, it's 
called. It's a beautiful day in the neighborhood. And a fellows don't get scared away. [it not] some kids 
story of Mr. Rogers in fact, isn't really about Mr. Rogers. It's about a magazine writer who is struggling 
mightily with several things. He hates his job. He hates his father, his father. Well, I don't want to spoil 
the movie for you. Make sure you see it. Um, it deals with, it deals with death and how to accept it as 
part of the life. Just as this book has, 

well, the transfiguration story and this book in that movie there, they all come together. They 
compliment each other, reminding us that death is only part of life and our belief in Christ guarantees us 
eternal life with him. I mean, what Jesus did on the cross wasn't for himself. He wasn't showing off. He 
wasn't doing that for his own glory to get his own. He did it for us. He opened up heaven for us and this 
eternal life. It isn't like I'm going to draw my last breath on earth and like, Oh, there goes my life. Oh 
there's Jesus. Oh, here's my eternal life now I got that. No, that's not how it works. Eternal of life begins 
when you accept Jesus as your savior and your Lord. Eternal life is right now and it's also to come. It's, 
it's both things at once. Trying to say. So the transfiguration story, I think this is like the third or fourth 
time I've preached on it, and every time it becomes more clear what Jeff and I were talking about this 
the other night. When you read scripture, it's like an onion and you keep peeling appeal. It gets the 
changes and it becomes more real and deeper. 

Let's pray. Heavenly father, we thank you that you sent your son Jesus, not for his own glory, but for us 
to defeat the two biggest enemies that man has sin and death because of his death and resurrection. 
We're saved and we are so grateful. Lord, we forget to thank you daily, but we should and we, and we 
thank you for all that you've done for us and what the promise of eternal life and what you will continue 
to do. We ask you to accept us. Thanks from us in Jesus name. 

 


