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I thought. It's a little ironic that my first Sunday here preaching with you, the first thing I have to do is make a bit of a 
confession and we haven't even got to that part yet, but my confession is I never really liked this feast of Christ the King. 
Although I have to admit I do like wearing white. There's a reason and I've had to adjust my thinking and I'd like to to 
share with you this morning where I was and how I got there. I don't know about you, but when I think of Kings, what 
comes to mind is Louie.the 14th and the palace of Versailles and all the gold and crystal and everything that went with 
that and the wigs and Henry VIII that we all know very well and then the modern day family of Windsor and the trials 
and tribulations they've been going through and we've been reading about for several generations now and we 
Americans have had our Kings. I don't know if any of you are old enough to remember. I remember though, I was very 
young when Clark Gable was known as the King. 

And then of course, I think we all remember the real King, Elvis. Yet some of you said it before I did. Yep. So I find it hard 
to reconcile that image of King with Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus, who washed his disciples feet at the last supper saying, 
your ministry is a servant ministry. I am here to serve you as you are here to serve others. Jesus, who was born into such 
a humble birth, who as an adult, never had a home, never had a place he could go to just to be home. Kings have 
palaces. 

Kings had armies and led their armies into battle. In fact, the disciples thought all along, that's what oh wait, until we get 
to Jerusalem? Boy, Jesus is really going to take those Romans on. And he kept saying, no, I'm not. That's not what it's 
about. And they go, yeah, but you can do it. We're with ya. And our gospels are full of this back and forth between Jesus 
and the disciples with them, hoping there's going to be this big overthrow of the Romans. And Jesus said, that's not what 
I'm about. What Jesus was about was his faithfulness to his mission from God. What Jesus was about was teaching 
people of Palestine, the people of Judea. Then it wasn't about the God of law. It was about the God of love and 
compassion. 

Jesus, who did not have the power of armies to cement his stronghold, but Jesus, all his power came from within himself 
and in his connection to God, his Father, not the power of life over death, but the power of love, forgiveness and 
healing. I think what we have to ask that it was Jesus of Nazareth who became Jesus, the Christ and the resurrection and 
where the title of King could be claimed. And our question, the question we have to ask ourselves today, is which 
kingdom do we want to live in? See, we're born into the kingdom, our cultural kingdom, the kingdom that values money, 
the kingdom that value success, the kingdom that values me first. That's the cultural kingdom, which the kingdom of 
God has to fight all the time. 

It's not about being first, it's about giving, loving, forgiving, and following that King is not always easy. It's not always 
easy because we're surrounded and live in that other kingdom. So you have to work on it. That's why it's important to be 
here, to have each other, to have our prayer life, all those things that lead us and keep us in the kingdom of Christ. But 
what helps me, what I hope helps you, is to know that our king will always, always be with us. There to forgive us when 
we stray there to love us, love us whether we deserve it or not, whether we know it or not, whether we feel it or not, 
he's with us. 

He's going to rejoice with us in the good times and be our strength in those times that are so difficult. We don't think we 
could just really get through it on our own and our God of Christ The King is with us and within us. So today, the 
question we ask ourselves is, how can we, those of us who choose to be his followers, be his hands and his voice and be 
Christ to each other and to the world so that the kingdom may grow in splendor and glory of God. Amen. 

 


