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Our Gospel reading today finds Jesus continuing his teaching on resurrection life. We heard last week of the Sadducees 
who did not believe in the resurrection since no mention of it appeared in the law of Moses. We heard how they tried to 
stump Jesus would their scenario of the woman who had been married to seven brothers asking him whose wife she 
would be in the resurrection. Jesus not only exposes their error in equating the coming age with this age, he corrects 
them. He opens up the scripture to them in the passage about Moses and the Burning Bush explaining that when the 
Lord calls himself the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob, after their deaths, he is still their God. 
Since only living people can have a God, then there must be a resurrection. For he is not God of the dead, but of the 
living. 

Jesus meets the Sadducees where they are in their faith. For it is his desire to change their hearts, to expand the focus of 
their belief in order that they may obtain the resurrection being children of God. The same is true for us. Jesus' 
endeavors to bring our focus back from the things of this world to himself, our eternal Savior and Redeemer. In today's 
lesson, there are some people admiring and speaking of the grandeur of the temple with its massive stones. It's offerings 
of rich tapestry and its doors of gold and bronze. My study Bible notes that the temple Mount of Herod the Great was 
more than twice the size of the Acropolis in Athens. The temple itself must have been very impressive and seemingly 
impregnable to the people of that time. Yet Jesus's prophecy of its destruction is fulfilled in 70 AD when the Roman army 
under command of Titus destroys it so much so grand buildings, the handiwork of humankind is not eternal and that fact 
applies even to houses of worship. 

We know that foundations shift, roofs leak, furnaces, breakdown. There was always something and we're certainly 
called as part of our good stewardship stewardship to maintain this house of worship. We are called to gather as a 
congregation family in weekly celebration and thanksgiving of the love, the mercy and the grace that is showered upon 
us from God. We remember weekly the sacrifice of our Lord and his resurrection. The same resurrection he promises to 
those who placed their trust in him. We also need to remember that no matter how near and dear Saint Ann's is to our 
hearts, it will not stand forever making the church itself, the center of our faith is a failure on our part to focus on the 
true church, the head of which is Jesus Christ. 

Jesus himself emphasizes the importance of keeping him first and foremost in our hearts and minds as he reveals that 
there will be imposters claiming to be the Messiah. There will be wars and calamity. Christians will be betrayed and 
handed over to the authorities for punishment. These things are happening in our world right now. Yet despite these 
things he offers encouragement with these will be the times for us to bear witness to Him and to his authority. The best 
part is that we don't have to rely on ourselves to accomplish our defense. Where he promises he will gives us word and 
wisdom that none of our opponents will be able to withstand or contradict as he saves us from our sins, so he will save 
us from our enemies. He gives us the strength to endure and through that insurance we gain eternal life. It's that simple 
or so it could be if we didn't allow ourselves to be distracted and go off course from time to time. 

As we head into next week, we mark the last Sunday of Pentecost, which is always Christ the King Sunday, a real 
celebration and then believe it or not, the week after that marks advent and we start a whole new liturgical year. My 
prayer for all of us is that at the start of this new liturgical year, we will be more intentional in our readings of scripture, 
in our devotion to weekly worship, and that we will experience a growing hunger and a growing thirst for God's Holy 
scriptures. 

Let us pray. Heavenly father, your God breathed word that has been recorded by your faithful people. For us to learn 
from, to live by and to die by. We give you thanks and praise. We praise you for your son, Jesus Christ, our King, our 
Redeemer, our Savior. We give you thanks for the Holy Spirit that lives within us, that guides us and leads us to new 
depths of faith and devotion. We thank you for your grace and above all for your love, for each and every one of us. In 
Jesus name we pray. Amen. 

 


