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Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, we give you thanks and praise for this day. We pray that the Holy spirit would open our hearts, that we 
might hear your voice, may your word be spoken and your word received in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

There's a connection that we see in all of the readings this morning as they point to the promise of the resurrection, 
right from the old Testament to the Epistle reading, which calls us to not lose heart for the day of the Lord is coming and 
the resurrection with it. And then we hear this encounter of Jesus with the Sadducees regarding the resurrection. And 
this comes in a large section in Luke's gospel where a lot of things are getting challenged and he's setting forth different 
teachings to different groups. And the Sadducees, we have to, to understand as we go through here, that it says right in 
the text that they don't believe that there's a resurrection and they don't believe that because to their misreading as 
Jesus will show. The Sadducees, only acknowledge the first five books of the scripture, the books of Moses as the ones 
as authoritative and not the rest of the Old Testament scriptures. And so they would say, well, there's nothing in those 
five books that points to resurrection. And so how can you hold this truth? That's where the Sadducees are coming from. 

When they approached Jesus, not that they just said, ah, we don't believe in that. But because of the Books that they're 
using, they're saying it's not in there. There's nothing about the resurrection. So they come to Jesus as we're told with a 
question. And a lot of these people who come to Jesus with a question are really just trying to stir up trouble. It's not 
really a question as much as they say. Let's at least see how he gets out of this one is really what the motivation behind a 
lot of these confrontations of Jesus is at which point Jesus always comes through with some sort of revelation and 
teaching that they least expected. And then they have to figure out what they're going to do after that. And usually 
everybody just slithers away and we get the moral of the point of the story. 

So they have this encounter and they say, well, teacher Moses says that if a man's brother dies and leaves a wife, but no 
children, then the man must marry the widow and have children for his brother. And they present this scenario and this 
goes on seven times. And then they think, huh, now we got them. So at the resurrection then Jesus, well, whose wife is 
she going to be? And behind that is not simply the question of marriage, but a marriage in the day had a lot to do with 
property. Uh, which is another thing that the Sadducees are really saying, well, who's she going to belong to if all seven 
had married her? Intertwined in all of this is all of the social, custom of the day, not just worrying about well who's going 
to be the loving person that she's married to. 

And they can't figure out how this is gonna be. And they expect Jesus to say, Oh, well, you got me. There's no 
resurrection. You're right, but he doesn't say that what he says to them is the people of this age are given in marriage, 
but those who are considered worthy of taking part in the age and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry 
nor be given in marriage, and they can no longer die. And what we see is Jesus is saying to him that the things of the age 
to come will be different. You guys are all preoccupied right now with all these worldly things, and then who you're 
gonna marry and who loves who and how is this gonna happen? And how are we going to get our financial needs met 
and how do we get our intimate relationships met? 

And so who's gonna marry who? but in the age to come, those things are not going to matter because everything that 
we need and desire will be found in God and he will be our all in all. And so we need not be consumed by all the things 
that take all of our thoughts day in and day out. That we stress out about and worry about and judge each other about 
and comparing ourselves with one another about. Whose job is better and whose houses better and makes more money 
and drives the better car and whose cloths are better and whose health is better. All the things we could spend all day 
trying to line up where we compare with somebody else. And then either we're ahead and we get really prideful and 
think great of ourselves or we just covet what somebody else has and says, woe is me, you know, why don't I have with 
what they have. 

This is the things that consumes in the day today, whether we like to admit it or not, but in the age to come when we're 
in the presence of God with all of our our needs met and we see God face to face, like Job talks about, we're not gonna 



need to worry about anything else that's going to be it. But I'm sure that the Sadducees aren't hearing this yet as the 
answer to their question. But we're told that once we are in the resurrection, well then we can no longer die for they are 
God's children since they are children of the resurrection. 

Then he makes the shift, which we would think, well, what does this have to do with anything. But he says, but in the 
account of the bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise for he calls the Lord the God of Abraham and the God of 
Isaac and the God of Jacob. He is not the God of the dead, but of the living for, to him all are alive. And we think, well, 
what does that have to do with anything? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob. Uh, but he's going 
back to show the Sadducees from the scriptures that they recognize as authoritative to say whats Moses talking about? 
If he says if he describes God as the God of Abraham,, who's dead by then you know, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob, 
the forefathers who have gone before, that this is a God of the living, not of the dead. And so right there he has shown 
the Sadducees that they, from their own scriptures that they acknowledge has missed the pointing to the resurrection in 
the age to come. And in fact what they don't include in today's lectionary is the verse, the follows that some of the 
teachers of the law have responded well said teacher. And no one dared to ask him any more questions. 

You know, and this is important for us again, that we stay focused on the things that are important and the things that 
are eternal. That's not to say that our life here and now is not important. And there are plenty of things that need 
tending to, and that's our responsibility as stewards to take care of creation and we have jobs or houses and families. 
And so all these things need to be cared for, but they need to be seen in the perspective of the age to come and not all 
consuming to the point where we lose hope essentially is Paul's call to the festival audience don't be discouraged. Don't 
lose hope in the promise of the resurrection that's given to you, that in the end Jesus will return again and everything 
will be set right and we will dwell with him forever. In the new creation, where pain and death and sorrow and 
mourning. 

All of those will be wiped away. That's the promise of the resurrection. And it's easy to think because there's so many 
years and Jesus still hasn't returned. And we think, well, when is this going to happen? That it's easy to get discouraged 
and let somebody say to us, well, maybe it's never going to happen. You know, maybe, maybe he's really not gonna do 
these things and we can get discouraged in the time frame that God might be taking to bring about fulfillment. But we 
need to stand firm then and say, but we know this is a guarantee. And so this, if this is a guarantee, then we need to live 
our lives in light of that. That God is the God of the living, not of the dead and in him we are all made alive and he wants 
us to enter in to the fullness of that life to begin that now. 

You know, God's not saying, here's your ticket for later. I'll be back in a thousand years your own until then. But when 
we say yes, when we're baptized into his death and resurrection, we begin that journey with him in the here and now in 
the midst of the creation, in the midst of all the things that we're going through, God is with us now. He starts to change 
and transform us, and there's a fullness to come. But eternal life has started already. The Kingdom of God has broken in 
and the fullness has not yet been revealed, but it's not absent either. And so we need to remember that day in and day 
out that God is with us. The kingdom of God is here. Eternal life has begun, and we're moving day by day into the 
fullness of the kingdom and the fullness of our eternal life by which we're raised with Christ and dwell with him forever. 

So Jesus would say to us, I think as he said over and over in the gospels, fear not, this is the promise to come and his 
promise in the scriptures, and I will be with you always even to the end of the ages. So let us not lose heart. Let us not 
get discouraged. Let us not run through crazy scenarios like the Sadducees where we can say, well, maybe there's a way 
that this doesn't make sense, maybe, and let Jesus teach our hearts and our minds about the promise of the 
resurrection to come. May we embrace that? And may that guide our life day in and day out as the kingdom of God 
marches on to its fulfillment and as our fullness of life and resurrection from the dead marches on to its fullness and 
completion. 

Let us prayLord Jesus we thank you for the reminder that we heard in scripture today, that you are Lord of the living. We 
thank you that in you we have life, and today we long for and await your return, the fullness of the coming of your 
kingdom. And may the Holy spirit guide us day by day to keep us from fear or discouragement that we might not be 
consumed by the things of this age, but we might steward them in right perspective, remembering our true nature, our 
true purpose, and the true kingdom that's to come. And Jesus, we ask all this in your precious and Holy name. Amen. 


