
Let us pray 

Heavenly Father we give you thanks and praise for this day. We pray that your Holy Spirit would open 
our hearts and our minds that we might hear your voice this morning. May your word be spoken and 
your word received in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Today. We celebrate as we do once a year. The Feast of All Saints by which we give thanks for the lives 
of the saints and for their witness to God and to us and the lives of the saints become really important 
for us by way of encouragement by which we should be able to look to the lives of the saints as an 
example, that we can persevere in the calling of God on our life, no matter what we face. Many of the 
early saints being martyred themselves and as we celebrate their witness, it should be encouraging for 
us rather than discouraging by which we look at the lives of the saints and we say, Oh, I could never do 
that. And sort of the saints become these super humans that could do something that we could never 
do. And we have to remember that all of the saints are regular human beings who went through their 
life, empowered by the Holy Spirit and live the faithful call of God on their life no matter what they face 
with all of their sins and failings in addition to their obedience to God. Those are the lives of the saints. 
That's why it should be encouraging. They're regular people just like you and me praying for the Holy 
Spirit to lead us in the ways that God would have us live our lives no matter what we face. And certainly 
the obedience that they showed to what God asked of them has to come from the realization of the 
reality of what Paul is trying to get the Ephesians to understand about their inheritance. Because if you 
look at the lives of the saints and many who endured horrible things, you would think, well, what would 
make them go through that? And if you're going to endure that, you have to have an understanding. As 
Paul says over and over again about your inheritance, well, what is this inheritance then that motivates 
them to faithful obedience to God. They have to have an understanding that there is more in God than 
just this world that we see in the here and now. Otherwise, they would do everything that they could, 
not to have their life destroyed in the here and now if this was everything. But if they recognize that 
what's promised to them once they've been baptized into the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
their inheritance is the forgiveness of sins and eternal life that begins now walking with God in the here 
and now on this earth, but the promise to dwell with Jesus upon our death here on earth and to live 
with him in the new creation when the new heavens and the new earth are ushered in, where we will 
live with him in perfection for eternity. 

That's the inheritance and the saints must have had that captured in their mind. Otherwise they would 
want to retreat. And I think we need to have that captured in our mind so that when times get tough, 
we don't want to retreat ourselves. But we can say, I understand that there may be trouble in the road 
right now, but this is not the fullness of my inheritance right here and now. The fullness of our 
inheritance is to dwell with God in the new creation Where all of the things that weigh us down will be 
wiped away. That's the promise of the inheritance. And if that's our inheritance, then our goal in the 
here and now is to be faithful in our witness to Christ, to walk with him and to invite others to receive 
this inheritance as well. And in plenty of Paul's other writings, he writes to the church and calls them as 
well the Saints because they should be our goal that our lives reflect Jesus. 

That's our calling. And there are lots of days I'm sure where we feel like we don't do that very well, but 
that's God's call on our life is to change and transform us by the power of the Holy Spirit day in and day 
out. So that we reflect Christ to the world, thereby drawing other people into relationship with him. 
That's our mission as a disciple. That's as Paul prays, that the eyes of our hearts may be enlightened in 



order that we may know the hope to which he has called us, the riches of his glorious inheritance, and I 
think it's that understanding of the inheritance of the age to come that allows us then to understand 
how the beatitudes make sense as they were proclaimed in the gospel. Because if there's no further 
inheritance, then the here and now in this world, it makes no sense for Jesus to say, blessed are the 
poor, blessed are the hungry. Blessed are those who weep. Blessed are you when people hate you and 
exclude you and insult you and reject you. 

If it's all about only the here and now, we'd say, well that can't be. What's the blessing in that. That 
sounds like suffering in the here and now, but Jesus is saying the same as he flips that and says, well woe 
to the rich and woe to you who are well fed and woe to you who are laughing and woe when people 
speak good of you. And we would think, well those are all the things we're looking for, what's going on? 
But Jesus is trying to help us to understand that the values of the here and now are not the same values 
of the age to come for eternity where we think success is who has the most money and will they line up 
to say great things about us at our funerals, that's a short sighted vision. If we understand that a new 
creation is being ushered in, that God has won the day, then we also understand that when we hear 
blessed are the poor, and we would think, well that that sounds like there's an injustice, that the poor 
have to exist in their poverty. But when Jesus returns the new creation upends all those injustices and all 
that is in just now will be set right. 

And that's where when we look at people that are experiencing an injustice or hurting now Jesus is 
saying, but there's a day coming when that will be set right and those who have endured that now will 
be relieved of that in the new creation that I will bring when my kingdom comes in its fullness. And then 
the woes say to us that if that's where you're finding your satisfaction, if that's where you're placing 
your hope and your identity and everything in your riches or being well fed or being happy now and 
having people speak well of you. Well in the age to come, that's not going to be the all and all that 
matters. So it's not that having riches in itself is a woe or that don't ever laugh. You know that we should 
just be somber people who are sad our whole life. That's not what Jesus is getting at either. But he is 
saying, woe to you if you think this is all there is in achieving that in the here and now. God certainly 
wants us to have those things in the here and now, but he also wants us to know that our inheritance is 
not completed until his kingdom comes again. 

And let's place our hope and our focus and our effort there. And then it doesn't really matter much what 
we face in the here and now. Certainly it's painful at times in the here and now, but this does not have 
the last word in the here and now is what Jesus is saying. Because then he goes on to make it even 
harder for us who hear this as he says, well, I tell you, love your enemies. Do good to those who hate 
you. Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who mistreat you. If anyone strikes you on one cheek, 
turn him the other also. And if someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic as well. 

And we think, wait a minute, love your enemies. Bless those who curse you. I mean, we're not supposed 
to call up our five best friends and say really nasty things about the people who just heard us. That's not 
the way that God is asking us to handle this and we'll get our revenge. We'll show them. That's the way 
we'd probably rather handle it. But again, if we say there's a kingdom coming when all of these things 
will be set right, do we need our own vindication now brought about by our own justice and the answer 
has to be no. 

Are we willing to be wronged for the sake of showing the love of Christ to the person who wronged us? 
Think about the difference in the message from when you get your just revenge making them have 
equal pain or just a little bit more so they know not to mess with you the next time or if somehow they 



have to comprehend your love, mercy and forgiveness in the midst of the pain that they've caused you. 
Which is the greater witness to God. This one over here feels better for us in the here and now to let 
them have it and let them have it good. We've all been there feeling that, but the witness over here is 
more powerful where they have to scratch their head and say, wait a minute, where is this forgiveness 
and love coming from after what I've done? That's our trust and the inheritance to come that I don't 
need my now. That's how we can love our enemies. If someone strikes you on the cheek, turn the other 
one also, they're thieving your cloak from you will give me your own tunic as well. 

Then he says, give to everyone who asks you and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it 
back. Do to others as you would have them do to you and it seems that encapsulating that we'd say, 
well, wait a minute, shouldn't we defend ourselves somehow and I think what Jesus wants us to see is 
open our eyes to see whatever the predicament is that has brought the person to that particular action. 
Take notice of them, your enemy, the one who strikes you, the one who's begging and asking of 
something from you. Take notice of their situation. Take notice of what they're going through. Jesus was 
great about that. He was noticing all the time the people that society had cast out and didn't want to 
take notice of. Don't think about them. Don't even hear their voice. Oh yeah, that's just those crazy 
outcast people over there. We don't even think about anymore. Jesus move along. No, those were all 
the people he was noticing and he calls us, take notice of people, consider what they're going through 
before you just immediately want retribution for your wrong. That we see in Jesus, his encounter with 
people throughout the gospel. He didn't just look at them and give some sort of condemnation, but he 
took notice of the person entered into what was going on in their life and spoke life to them. 
Forgiveness, mercy, grace. And then he says to us, go and do likewise. 

Those are hard words that then Jesus is speaking and certainly we have to to think about how we apply 
them. And you know, if somebody is trying to murder you, I'm not so sure Jesus means like, well if they 
stabbed you on the right side, make sure you give them the left side too. I mean, anytime we hear the 
scripture, we have to understand what Jesus is talking about you know. And he's trying to give an image 
in all of these things that he connects together. If you were wronged, don't be so quick to seek out your 
retribution. That's how this string goes together, doesn't it? If you look at well love your enemies, love 
who curse you. If someone strikes you, if they steal this, all of these examples he's saying that would 
prompt us to want immediate retribution. And he's saying, take a step back, take note of the person and 
see if in the midst of this situation you can extend mercy and grace and love and forgiveness when what 
was actually warranted was justice and punishment. And then we think, well, how can God say that? 
How can they ask that of us? Well, look at Jesus who came and gave himself when what was rightly 
warranted for each of us in our sinfulness and disobedience to God, what is rightly warranted, justice 
and punishment. And what is made it out by God instead. Mercy, love, forgiveness and grace. That's 
your inheritance. 

And in light of that, then Jesus says, well do to others as you'd want them to do to you. And I'd say do to 
others as God has done for us. You know, because when people wrong us, we're really good about 
calculating all of the possible evil motives by which they've hurt us. And then when we hurt somebody 
else, we have all sorts of justification for why that's not what really happened or that wasn't our 
intention. And we seek to mitigate the damage based on our intention. But we don't care about 
anybody's intention when we're hurt. 

Again, God's calling us to see as he sees and how we would want to be treated. And may we convey that 
witness to the world. That will preach the gospel. You know, everybody's always worried, say, I can't 
invite others to faith in Jesus, cause I don't know what to say. Well how about you just live like this? And 



you won't have to say anything. There'll be coming to you and say where's that come from? And 
certainly it's not easy and we can't do it on our own strength. But the power of the Holy Spirit in each of 
us desires to empower us to go and do likewise. May we acknowledg today what God has done for us. 
May we give thanks for the saints whose lives and witness show us that this is possible and may we be 
transformed into the saints of God here and now that our lives may reflect Christ to the world that we 
may convey love, mercy, forgiveness, and grace. And by doing so, draw other people into a saving 
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Let us pray 

Father we give you thanks and praise for the gift of your son, Jesus Christ, for his work on our behalf and 
the continued work of the Holy Spirit in each of our lives. Empower us that we might not seek justice 
now, but trust that in the age to come, you will set everything right. May our eyes be fixed on our 
inheritance and may we live lives of love towards others in the here and now. 

 

We thank you Jesus, that you have set us free. We thank you that you have called us into new life and 
may we live that life to your honor and glory in Jesus. We ask this in your precious and Holy name. 
Amen. 

 


