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Let us pray. Gracious father, we give you thanks and praise for this day. We pray that our hearts and our minds would be 
open, that we might hear your voice this morning. Lord may your word be spoken and your word received in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

In the gospel passage that we heard today, we hear Jesus warning the disciples and to us to persevere in prayer and 
then he goes on to tell a parable about the unjust judge and as we hear that initial call as he challenges them to pray and 
to not give up, to not get discouraged, that we have to understand he's certainly, that applies to our whole life, that we 
need to pray always and not be discouraged. But if you look at this particular gospel passage where it's set is there 
seems to be more specificity in what Jesus is talking about here than just persevere in every prayer. Well, that is true. 
What you find is what we did not hear proclaimed in lections appointed either today or last week, is that this, this call to 
not lose heart comes right after Jesus is teaching to the disciples about the coming of the Kingdom of God and how he is 
ushered in the beginning of the kingdom of God. 

But we also know that Jesus is spending time trying to teach his disciples that he will die and rise again, and the fullness 
of his kingdom will be ushered in upon his return. And so in light of that, he then gives this charge to not lose heart 
knowing that he will leave them and they will have to be waiting for his return to usher in the completion of the 
kingdom, which he ushered in on his first coming. And there's also something specific about what's being mentioned 
here in the parable, because what we hear over and over again is this isn't just about simply any prayer, but the call for 
the restoration of justice in this parable because you have the judge who's unjust. You have the widow in the story, who 
at the time of this parable would have had about negative rights in society and the most injustice met out against her 
being the widow. 

And then you have the restoration of that justice and at first we hear this and we think again, that God must be then like 
this unjust judge and he's really holding out on us. And if we pester him enough, finally, he'll just give in, which is not the 
point that Jesus is trying to make. And if you remember, it seems like only a few weeks ago, but it's been more than that, 
that we had the parable of the guy who had the last minute house guest who was banging on the door, please give me 
some bread. The guests are here. And the moral of that story sounded like, well, again, pester God and he'll just finally 
give in to shut you up cause he can't take it anymore which is not what Jesus is trying to get us to understand by any 
means. And when we look at parables, we have to look at them recognizing there are times Jesus tells a parable and 
we're supposed to make the connection between one character in the parable and God. Ya know, we tell us the parable 
of the prodigal son. 

We're supposed to understand God, the Father longing for our return and seeking to restore us. Then there are times 
that Jesus tells a parable and what he does is gets the readers and the hearers to see how things are in the natural world 
in the here and now. And he contrasts with that, some aspect of God, not so they were supposed to see God as the 
unjust judge, but rather we're supposed to say, recognize the way this widow is treated. This is how it's happening right 
before your very eyes. In contrast to that, above that arguing from the lesser to the greater, how much more does God 
want to bring justice for his people than this evil judge who just finally gives in to shut the people up? You have a loving 
God, a loving father who desires justice for his people. That's the contrast that we're supposed to hear. 

And so we're longing then for this restoration of justice, which we understand only really comes to completion when 
Jesus returns again and the new creation is ushered in. Because otherwise we know when the here and now there's still 
plenty of injustice. There is still plenty of hardship. There's things that people are going through. But when Jesus comes 
again and the new creation is ushered in, the promise is there will be no injustice. There'll be no poverty or 
homelessness or racism and people won't be getting fired from their jobs and people won't be starving and there'll be 
no more cancer or sickness or death or tears or mourning. These are all the things that come in the new creation when 
God overcomes everything and brings vindication for his people. And then Jesus says, well God wants to do this. Will he 
not bring justice for those who cry out? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice and 
quickly and we hear that scripture passage and we, we think, well that's definition of quickly and ours is clearly different 



because when we're going through something and we're suffering and injustice quickly means like tomorrow or earlier 
than that, that's quickly, at least by my clock. 

But we have to remember in the grand scheme of the infinity of God's being the creation here now is still just a blink of 
an eye. And so all of it will be set, right but quickly to us is different than quickly to God. And so we have to keep that in 
mind knowing though that the coming of the new creation is a promise of God. 

[inaudible] 

it's a done deal that that will happen. It's not a question mark. We don't live in the, in the pain of the here and now 
wondering what God said. I might be back. Maybe, maybe not. We'll have to wait and see, see how you do and I'll follow 
up with you later. That's not what we're told. This is a promise of God Jesus says, I will return and when I do this, new 
creation will be ushered in because that's what Christians are longing for, the ushering in of that new creation. And 
we've lost some of that in our hunger as, as Christians, where the contemporary focus of our walk with Jesus has been, 
uh, do you get saved from your sin so you don't go to hell? And then you float away to the sky when you die and then 
you live up in heaven. 

Where it looks just like your old neighborhood except up on a cloud and you just go about life the same way. We sort of 
bought into that. But that's not, that's not the promise of God for the completion of what he has for us. He doesn't just 
desire that we die a sort of disembodied spirits and float away into the clouds. We go and we remain with Jesus until the 
day that he returns again. And the promise is a resurrection from the dead to live in a perfect new creation where there 
is no injustice, suffering, sickness, pain. And Jesus is the lamb at the center of the new city who be our all in all and we 
have everything we need and we dwell with him in perfection for eternity. That's what awaits us. That's the promise of 
God that is coming. That should be the longing of Christians for that new creation. 

And that's where Jesus says, well, when the Son of man comes, will he find faith on earth? What he doesn't just mean is 
will there be one person who believes in me. This intellectual assent. What he's talking about is, will my people be 
hungering for my return for the ushering in of the fullness of the kingdom or have we lost that? You know, as we sit here 
now we're 2000 years waiting, and I think the church has lost its hunger for that and we think, well, maybe we know he's 
coming back. So he says, but it'll probably be another million years and by then I'll have floated away into the clouds. 
And that becomes our whole focus. We're having faith on earth is that prayer of our hearts daily, that we long for the 
return of Jesus. Because it ushers in the fullness of God's kingdom and it sets right everything that is out of balance right 
now. 

And so then we have to ask ourselves though, well what do we do in the interim? Do we just suffer on our own? Which 
is not what God has in mind either. And I think we cling to those words that we heard in the psalm 12 that should be our 
encouragement on the journey here and now where we say we look to the hills, where's our help to come from? Our 
help comes from the Lord who has made everything and he will watch over us and he will sustain us and he will lead us 
and guide us and provide for us. That's what he does in the here and now. Now that doesn't mean everything is perfect 
and pain free and you will not find Jesus promising you that in the Bible. In fact, he says you're going to have trouble but 
be of good cheer because he has overcome the world and a new creation is coming. 

The victory has been secured. So we will have the ups and downs here and now and we need to cling then to the 
promise of God, which is a new creation that's coming. Where all the injustices will be erased and when we're in that 
place where we're going through that low point and we're struggling, it's the job of us as a Church to say to one another. 
Hey, I understand why you're discouraged. I understand why you feel like that and how devastated you might be with 
what you're going through. But rest assured, there is a day when Jesus returns his victory over what you're facing now 
has been won and rest assured, God promises to walk with you day by day and whatever you face in the here right now. 
That's our job as a Church is to encourage one another of the promise of God in the victory of Jesus over what we're 
facing and we need one another to do that. 

That's one of the vital reasons that Jesus has created a community called the Church, not just individual people who stay 
at their house and believe in him, because we need one another. The second it gets messy we get discouraged and 



rightly so for what we face sometimes, but then we need somebody to say to us, Jesus says, don't lose heart. And he can 
say that because your victory is secured. And so let us work together with the Lord through the here and now and long 
for the creation that is to come where everything will be set, right. We ought to be praying for that every day. Hurry it 
up. Jesus. Bring this new creation and in the interim, may your Holy Spirit lead us and guide us. May we encourage one 
another to focus on the victory of Jesus. That has been one for us. May we encourage one another when, when we need 
to walk forward and may we persevere in prayer, not thinking we have to convince God and just bug them enough like 
he's forgotten about us, but that our prayer every single day is calm. 

Lord Jesus may the fullness of your kingdom come. May that be my focus. May you be our all in all and maybe come 
along side one another and point our eyes and our hearts to that every day so that we don't lose track so that we need 
not discouraged. That's what Jesus is looking for when he says, when I come, will I find faith. That hunger for his return 
not just well do I believe, but the hunger for the kingdom of God. I pray that we may make that our prayer and may the 
words of the psalm be our encouragement as we journey through the here and now, longing for that day when the 
fulfillment of his kingdom will be ushered in upon the return of Jesus. 

Let us pray. 

Oh Jesus, we thank you for your victory over sin and death. We thank you for the Holy Spirit who is poured into each of 
us. May he lead us and guide us day by day. May our hearts long for your return. May we encourage one another in our 
struggles here on earth now and with longing hearts, we pray Lord, come. I'm sure in the perfection of your kingdom, 
the perfection of the new creation. We long for the day when you will set right every injustice that we experienced in 
the here and now. We long for the day that we see your victory over over sickness and despair and hurt and pain. May 
your kingdom come and with burning hearts for that longing Lord, and may we be sent out into the community to invite 
others into that relationship with you so that they too may receive the resurrection of the dead, that they too might be 
ushered into new life in you, that they too might be welcomed into the new kingdom and the new creation. Come Lord 
Jesus. Lord, in your precious and Holy name, we pray. Amen. 

 


