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Let us pray 

Heavenly Father, we give you thanks and praise for this day. We ask that your Holy Spirit would open our ears and our 
hearts this morning. May we hear your voice may your word be spoken and your word, received in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

This morning we're going to look at this section from Paul's letter to Timothy as Paul writes to encourage Timothy to 
encourage the church. And I hope we hear the words of encouragement that Paul is trying to proclaim as he charges 
Timothy to remember Jesus Christ raised from the dead. And he reminds him that this is the message of the gospel and 
it just so happens that it's the message of the gospel that has landed Paul in jail as he writes this letter to Timothy as he 
is suffering to the point of being chained like a criminal. But Paul says something very important as he says, but God's 
word is not changed. That the message of the gospel will persevere, will overcome, and God's desire for the world to 
come to know his son,that message is going to get out whether Paul is in prison or the next one or the next one because 
God will bring his plan to fruition. 

And Paul talks about his endurance for the sake of the gospel. And he calls Timothy to remember this saying that he says 
is trustworthy, which is the heart of the encouragement that he's trying to give to Timothy. And I think should be the 
encouragement for us. And the saying that's trustworthy, he begins to say, well, if we died with him, we will also live 
with him. Therefor all those who have been baptized into the death and resurrection of Jesus we die to ourselves. We 
die to, to our sinful nature, and we rise to life with him. And that in that baptism, in that saying yes to Jesus, then there 
is a transformation that takes place by which then we inherit the promise of Jesus to dwell with him forever and to be 
raised to new life in the new creation. No matter what we face here on earth, that statement is true and Paul knows 
that. 

So as he to Timothy, a guy in chains in prison persecuted, he can rightly say, the situation I face doesn't win the day. The 
promise of Jesus is that if we die with him, we will also live with him. If we endure, we will also reign with him. There's a 
call then to a perseverance in our walk with the Lord as a disciple to remain faithful and to continue on that journey 
even when it gets tough. And if anybody had a call to abandon ship and say, well, maybe this was a crazy idea following 
this Jesus guy got me into a mess that poor Paul could say and say, well, you know, if he was really God I wouldn't be 
going through this. And he could have rationalized all the reasons to walk away. But it's in those moments as we're 
tested that Paul encourages us to endure and persevere again because we know that if we died with Christ, we will live 
with him and there may be suffering in the here and now. 

We know that, but we know that that's temporary and in the end, God wins the day and we're ushered in to a new 
creation. Then he shifts to the verse that's perhaps a little more challenging for us and says, well, if we disowned him, he 
will also disown us. Now. That should make us very nervous if the verse stopped there because then that place has a lot 
of onus on us where we would all start to immediately run through our head. From the moment we can remember and 
think of all the times we might've messed it up and say, Oh, I hope I didn't do it. Then what about that? And we'd start 
to calculate and all of us would come to the conclusion that Jesus is going to disown us because of something and we'd 
all have that something on the list and the words of encouragement that Paul is saying as not to make you say, well then 
we're all out. 

But what Paul does is in conjunction with saying if we disown him, he will disown us and there's not a period there. If we 
are faithless, we would expect it to say then God's not going to come through on his part, but that is not what Paul 
writes. He wrote, if we are faithless, he will remain faithful for he cannot disown himself. And this word of 
encouragement goes right back to what we talked about last week in reference to that tiny drop of mustard seed faith 
that Paul saying, even when we are faithless and we're bringing almost nothing and perhaps we're right ready to walk 
away, Jesus is faithful to stand with us. That's his promise, that he will never leave us or forsake us and that he is faithful 
in all the situations where we're not. 



Now I hope you hear that. That's great news. That's a gospel of freedom and encouragement to us because it's not 
dependent upon me. It's dependent upon God's faithfulness to stand with me and I can rest assured on that even when 
I'm only bringing that half a drop of faith or maybe I haven't even brought that today. But Paul says to Timothy, the guy 
in jail writes and says, God is faithful. Even when it may not seem that you are, that should be great news for the church 
every single day. That are our walk with the Lord, yes, there is always things that flow from that relationship that's part 
of our endurance, but the relationship with God is not predicated on whether you did the things. Your relationship with 
God is secured by the faithfulness of Jesus and what he has done and then a life of discipleship flows out of that and 
we're called to endure. But the good news to Timothy and to us is even when you don't do it, there's a faithful God 
standing with you, but it's not about your performance record. 

Then he gives a word to Timothy to keep reminding them of these things. And I think the church then and the church 
now and us seated here, we need continual reminding less we get discouraged and think that because of such and such 
in our lives, God has sort of disappeared and left us alone to fend for ourselves as just punishment for whatever we did. 
No, Paul says, keep reminding them of these things. Then he gives a warning that is still as equally applicable today. 
Warn them before God against quarling about words. It is of no value and only ruins those who listen. That right from 
the beginning in the early church as Paul writes to Timothy, they were fighting quarling about words and and Paul is 
saying when he says that there are things that are central to the understanding of who Jesus is, who we are in him, what 
that life looks like. And then there's everything else. And from almost the beginning, the church has spent all that time 
fighting about all the something else's. 

And what we need is to hold fast to the foundation of what it means to follow Jesus. We would say today those 
statements that are outlined in the creed about who God is, what he did for us and the life that's offered when we say 
yes. But if you think about it from the very beginning and throughout history, if you study church history, year after year, 
you can find some quarling about something and from different levels of significance. And it's no different in the church 
today. And people will argue today about what vestments you wear or don't wear, and do we kneel or stand and can 
you make the sign of the cross or not? And do we use this prayers of the people or not? And Oh, can we do that or not? 
What about marriage? What about this? And we have all different degrees of issues that have different levels of 
importance, but we fight just as well today. And there's been explosions in churches about whether somebody used 
incense or not, and that's the end of the world. Or people love that use incence and we chuckle and think, well that's, 
that's not really central, but look at the things that have caused people to debate. 

And Paul's rightly saying that's not the heart of the message. All these things that the church is fighting about year after 
year after year from the beginning, Paul says, don't get caught up in that cause. What's it gonna do? It's gonna divide us 
no matter what minor thing or whether something that you're seeing as major, whatever it is anytime we're debating 
what are we really we're doing is forcing us to to sort of take sides against one another and produce two different camps 
of I side with this or I side with that. And Paul saying certainly if you read his writings, there are things that we say that 
about, I mean if there's a debate about whether Jesus is divine, whether he's a son of God, whether he came in the 
flesh, whether he died on the cross, whether he rose again. Those are you either believe that or you have to ask 
yourself, do you believe in who Jesus is and what he sent? That's like the heart of the church. That's the heart of what it 
means to follow Jesus. That he died for us, that he seated again at the right hand of the Father, that he will come again 
to judge the world. That there will be a resurrection of the body. All of those things we proclaim week after week and in 
the creed. That's the core. 

And all of these other things. And yes, they're on a variety of different levels of importance and yes, we have to talk 
about them, but it was dangerous for the church then, and it's dangerous for us now, if those become separation points 
in which we're pitted one against the other. Rather the church should build each other up. Not try to set enemies, one 
against the other in the midst of the congregation of Christ. That's his word of encouragement and I think the church 
needs to hear that now. 

Then we're called to do our best to present yourself to God as one approved a workman who does not need to be 
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. That's what he's saying. Stick to the core of this message, this 
Jesus who died and rose for you and desires to have relationship with you and put your focus there and go out and share 
that with others. No matter what the cost is, endure your walk with the Lord, no matter what you face. And don't get 



discouraged when things are tough. And best of all, remember that if we are faithless, he will remain faithful every single 
day, every time we're not. That's the promise of God for us. And so let us take that understanding of the faithfulness of 
God and endure to share that message of the Gospel with others. And may we focus on the central core of, of who we 
are as a people of God and of Jesus Christ, and to not get distracted and pitted against one another about things that are 
secondary and are on the periphery of what it means. Let us join together and giving thanks to God for what he's done. 
And may the Holy spirit empower us, lead us, guide us to share that message of the gospel. And may we be a people 
who build one another up in Christ to strengthen each other each and every single day to encourage each other. And 
may we tell ourselves every single day. But even if we are faithless,God is faithful. And that ought to encourage us day 
by day, no matter what we face. 

Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for your continued faithfulness each and every single day. We pray that your Holy Spirit would 
lead us and guide us day by day to endure, to follow you no matter what we face. May we be zealous in our 
proclamation of the Gospel that others might come to know you, that they may come into your saving, embrace and 
keep the church free from division and bickering, and that we might not focus on anything that is not central. Lord, draw 
us into your presence that we might be transformed by your love and may our lives be lived to your honor and glory. 
And Jesus. We ask this in your precious and Holy name, 

Amen 

 


