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Let us pray. Father, we give you thanks and praise for this day,. May your Holy spirit open our ears and our heart., that 
we might hear your voice this morning. We might respond in faith and that obediently we might follow you. Lord, may 
your word be spoken and your word received in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

Amen. 

There seems to be a theme that ran through all of the readings regarding our walk by faith and our obedience to God in 
that walk. And as we look first at this gospel passage, this is one of those ways the lectionary has carved this up that I 
take exception to the way they've, they've crafted this because they began this reading at verse five with the apostle 
saying, Lord, increase our faith and we hear about the mustard seed and then there's this piece about obedience that 
seems to not make sense just the way it's read. Now, I don't know about you, but you think, well, what is the second 
part have to do with the first part? And what they didn't say was verses one through four, which deal with Jesus telling 
the disciple about things that cause people to sin are bound to come. But woe to the person through whom they come. 
It would be better for him to be thrown into the sea. And then if your brother sins, rebuke him and if he repents, forgive 
him. If he sins against you seven times in a day and seven times comes to you and says, I repent, you must forgive them. 

Well now if you hear that, and then the call of the disciples to say increase our faith, it seems that that request comes in 
response to what we didn't hear. And then there's this thing, Jesus tells about the slave, which has to do with obedience, 
which seems to flow from the fact that they're worried about how they're going to do this forgiveness thing, increase 
our faith. And then Jesus gives the example, you know, and granted on Sunday, the lectionary has to stop somewhere or 
we'd have to read the whole book every week. So they have to pick. This seems to be a bad place where they picked, 
and we have to remember, even when you look in your Bibles, the headings that tell you what it's about and the 
chapters in the verses, those all came very, very recently in the history of the Bible. 

They weren't there to begin with. It was just a continuous flow of texts. So you've gotta be cautious sometimes and ask 
yourself, well, why did they break it up here? And if they didn't break it up here, does it say something different? These 
are the types of things we have to ask. So I know deacon school says, don't add to the text when the deacons get trained 
when you're preaching, but I think you need those first four verses to understand the requests of the disciples, increase 
our faith. That's in response to them hearing something that they feel is like impossible to do. How can I live with that 
type of forgiveness? Then Jesus talks about faith and says, well, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you'll say to 
this tree, be uprooted and planted in the sea. And as we hear this, I don't know about you, but you can hear this first 
glance and say, well boy, I got nothing. 

You know, let's all stand out front and we'll see who can make the tree go from the yard to the river. And if you can't, 
then we could condemn ourselves and say, well guess you don't even have a mustard seed. You don't even have that 
much. But I think if we do that, what we're doing is we're misreading where the emphasis should be. Because when we 
take that approach and every time I hear this, I have to admit at first glance, I think, well, count me out because you 
know, I've tried to move the mountains and they're still there. Even though the Bible says they're going to obey me and 
go wherever I put them. But it just doesn't seem to work that way. But the emphasis is not about me. The emphasis is 
about the power of God in me through faith and that in the tiniest mustard seed of faith contains the infinite power of 
God and so you see how quickly this becomes encouraging, where one minute is a condemnation verse if I think it's 
about me, because then you say, well, if the test is to move a tree or a mountain and that's the indication like that you 
have the bare minimum. 

I never meet the criteria, but if the verses about the fact that all it takes in God is the tiniest trust in his power and then 
he brings about everything else, then we all ought to be encouraged. Then we can say, well great, I can sign up for a 
mustard seed. I don't have to be Saint Francis or some other big saint. I can sign it. I can do a mustard seed and the 
power rests in God, not in me. There should have been encouraging to the disciples as they asked. this. Well increase my 
faith. If that meant that the disciples just had to feel good about forgiving somebody a million times as they came to 
repent and in their own strength, they did it well. They could never do it because by the second time, we're already 
holding a grudge about the first time. We're not just going to forgive somebody all these times. 



Where does that come from? It comes from God. Only God's power can do that. I know I can't. He does that in and 
through us with the tiniest faith. And then we could say, all right, great. I could do, I could do tiny faith. I can put myself 
in that category and trust in the power of God to work in my life and in yours. So then this becomes encouraging and 
then Jesus gives this warning as he tells the story about the servant. And we think, well, what the heck does this slave 
coming in from the field have to do with anything that has come before it? But what he's really saying as he says, well, 
you've done your duty. You know, it's almost as if he's warning the disciples, this is what you're supposed to do, be 
people of forgiveness. You can't do it, but have a tiny amount of faith in the power of God is going to work in you. 

And when it does, don't think you're going to get some extra credit or super reward for doing what God asks you to do. 
That sort of like what goes hand in hand with this life of faith. You know, if you're waiting, will you forgive that person 
and you're just sitting there waiting like, well, where's my trophy? When's it going to float down from heaven? My 
award to say, great job. You know? And if we're always looking for that, we've missed the point because all of these 
readings to talk about faith and then obedience, that just goes with the territory of being in relationship with God. You 
know? It's almost like, well that's what you signed up for when you said yes to me and that you entered into my family in 
this covenant by adoption. And then you said by saying yes, these are the ways that I'm going to pattern my life. 

And it's the power of God that brings them about so that when it happens, don't think you're so awesome and look for, 
look for reward. You know, cause there's two dangers, we can get really prideful and say, well look at that. I forgave 
them eight times and the Bible only said seven or, and they really hurt me. And so let me tell you about how, how 
humbly I forgive people and I'll tell you for an hour we can miss it. You know? Or we can say and sort of get resentful to 
God and say, well where's my reward? I've done what you've asked now why didn't you do these things that seem to be 
what God owes us in our obedience. And that's a dangerous place too, that we sort of are living our life in this quid pro 
quo with God and saying, well you gotta do your thing cause I did mine. 

And then God would say this. You're just doing what you're supposed to do. You know that that's not trophy worthy. It 
may feel that way in our lives and I'm not trying to downplay the, the feeling and the power when God does something 
in our life and it really is monumental and triumphant. When God brings about a healing or forgiveness that we 
recognize I can't do this in my own strength. God should get credit for that, but we shouldn't think we should ultimately 
be super rewarded as if we're like a superhero for living our life as God has asked us to. You know that that's really what 
all these readings are about. As Paul says to Timothy, well, God did not give you a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power 
and love and of self discipline. Again, that flows out of that same mustard seed. He's not saying to Timothy well you're 
super awesome. Go and just in your own power do this. But he's saying, remember what resides in you, the power of 
God, the spirit that lives in you. It's not a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power and of love and of self-discipline and all 
we need to do is to cling on to it with the tiniest of mustard seed faith. 

Again, I hope you hear that as encouraging because it's not as if Jesus said, well, the way that you enter into this life, is 
you keep perfectly everything that I have commanded you to do, and then you think, well, we're all fail. We all get an F, 
there's no hope. Why do we even come back? Forget it. But I think week to week we can encourage one another and 
say, no matter how bad the week is, would we be able to say, why at least had that mustard seed, the tiniest little thing. 
That's a living thing that brings forth to the giant tree because the seed has life. And so if we have this tiniest living faith, 
then it says God is saying, watch out because you have no idea what the power of God is going to do in your life in that 
tiniest little seed. 

And that's all you need to bring to the table. You don't have to bring the perfection of everything. You don't have to be 
Mother Teresa or Saint Paul. You know, sometimes we set this bar, this almost never achievable and then we just beat 
ourselves up and get discouraged. But what if every time one of us was discouraged, somebody else said, well, I bet you 
got that mustard seed today. I bet you could do that. You know, I could bring that in a day's time. And then time and 
time again, what we do is then start to give testimony to one another of the power of God working in our lives when we 
had nothing in the tank except that one drop and God does all the rest because otherwise if we had the full tank and the 
giant faith, we would say, isn't it all me, me and my faith and I did an it would get to be a very prideful place. 

But if all we can say is I barely had faith and look what God did, then he gets the honor and glory and that he will work in 
our lives. And then our goal, our call,is to follow him obediently, whatever that looks like, as it changes and ebbs and 



flows through each of our lives to faithfully follow him and to not be looking out sorta for that trophy or reward 
recognition when we do what we're supposed to do, you know, that should be flowing from the love of God that he has 
for us. And we're in that relationship. So it shouldn't be an award that compels us, but out of love, we respond and 
freely he gives his love to us. And out of that again, we respond and we seek to obey and walk with him. 

And so I pray you will hear this as an encouragement. Cause I admit the first time when we read this at Bible study, it 
sounded very discouraging to talk with the other priests and to think, well, if this is the measure of faith, this mustard 
seed, we're in trouble. But if that's all I have to bring in and the power of God will work in our lives. That's his promise. 
Bring a mustard seed of faith, one drop and watch God work in your life and then to obediently follow him in the ways 
that he would lead us. Trusting in him that that way's better. Even if we think we've got some other better idea, there 
are other better ways we can do it. And if he would just come along, it'd be great if we just trust in him that in the end 
his ways will be better. 

That's the life of faith. And I think each day we can wake up and say, all right, I've got my mustard seed today. It may be 
tiny, but I'm here with God and watch him work in your life. And then what we start to see is that seed is broken open 
and begins to grow in each of our lives. And we say it started out this way. But then time and time again, God's going to 
do something in your life. And it builds up those layers of faith as it grows. And then you're able to say, well, that's all I 
started with. That's all I brought this day. But look what he's done. And those become, reassurances for us of the 
faithfulness of God that deepen and strengthen our faith. So don't be afraid of where your faith is at. Bring that to God 
and watch him work. And then we can all give thanks to God as we share the stories of the power of God in each of our 
lives to change and transform us. 

Let us pray. 

Holy Father, we give you thanks and praise for your presence with us, for the gift of your son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and 
for the Holy Spirit that resides in each of us. And we pray that each and every single day you would empower us to bring 
that smallest bit of faith to you. And may we watch with expectant eyes and hearts as you, as you powerfully work in 
each of our lives. help us to obediently follow you in the ways that you have called us to that we might put our whole 
trust in you, in your ways, in your plan, and that your love for us would be itself enough reward Jesus. We ask all this in 
your precious and Holy name. Amen. 

 


