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Let us pray 

As a loving and gracious Father, we give you thanks and praise for this day for the abundant blessings that you pour into 
each of our lives and we pray that your Holy spirit would open our heart to hear your voice. May your word be spoken in 
your word received in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy spirit. 

Amen. 

I hope that on first hearing, this gospel passage is one that makes you scratch your head a little bit. And as we read 
through this gospel passage, what we're going to find is we have to again apply some important principles of how we 
read Bible texts to come away with the right meaning. Because you can first hear this and you hear of this crooked 
manager who gets fired for being crooked, then comes up with an even more crooked plan and seems to be 
commended. And so we could hear this incorrectly and think so Jesus is saying, go and do likewise in your dishonesty. 
Well, if we try to say that, we'll have to acknowledge that you can't square that with the other statements of Jesus and 
with the principles that get outlined throughout the rest of scripture to say, go and be a scoundrel. You would not be 
able to find how they line up. 

And as Jesus is telling a parable, we have to remember that at the end of what we heard proclaimed, he gives the point 
of the story and the point of the story is you can't serve both God and wealth, God and this world. You have to be 
devoted to one or the other and the things that are entrusted to us have to be used then for the service of God as we 
are stewards of what God has given us. But one is going to be the master. We can't have both. So if that's the moral of 
the story, you have to read everything that Jesus says before that in light of where he's going and what Jesus does often 
is to tell this story that's so crazy. In order to contrast what you've just heard, not as an example. He's not saying go be a 
scoundrel and rip off your boss and that's a good thing to do. 

What we find in the story is we have this manager who's about to get fired and he does an even more deceitful thing, 
which has changed all the things that people owe so that he can suck up to them so that they take care of them after he 
gets fired and in the story, the master commends him for his shrewdness and even here in that we think, well, that's 
probably not how it would go down because if the master is already annoyed to fire him, he's not going to be thrilled 
that he got ripped off again. But the master recognizes, well, hey, that was a pretty shrewd thing to do. And what Jesus 
wants us to understand His contrast then is look at the ways of the world, people know in the worldly realm how to save 
their own skin, how to do whatever it takes to survive and how to use what's been entrusted to them to their own 
benefit. Because it didn't belong to him, it was entrusted to him as a steward, as the manager, and he used it to his own 
benefit. So Jesus is saying, look around you. You can see everybody in the world knows how to look out for number one 
ourselves. 

So if the world knows that how to use it for its own benefit, everything for me, how much more should the followers of 
God use that what's is entrusted to them for the building up of God's kingdom for the right purpose? That's where Jesus 
is going in the story. That's where it takes the turn when he says that the people of this world are more shrewd than are 
the children of light, then he says, I tell you, use worldly wealth or dishonest wealth as it's called to gain friends for 
yourself so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. Now in hearing that verse, he's not saying 
go and do the same thing as the guy in the story. He's saying, use what's entrusted to you for the building up of God's 
kingdom and we should be making the right kind of friends in using our worldly wealth. 

Not sort of as a bride, but we who are children of God, use everything that's been entrusted to us for the right purpose 
so that when it's gone, because we have to recognize everything in this world as we see it now is passing away and a 
new creation is gonna come. And so here and now, as we're stewards of what God's given us, we're to use that rightly 
and really the rest of the gospel messages in service of others, not ourselves for the building up of God's kingdom. And 
then when this world passes away and Jesus returns again, then we will be welcomed into the kingdom of the new 
creation. That's the point that that Jesus is making. We can't hear him say go and just be dishonest and that's going to 
serve you well in the end. He is making that contrast though, that as followers of God, we should be equally as zealous in 



looking out for God's kingdom and then using our resources rightly as has been entrusted to us, just like the world uses 
it to look out for number one. 

So we're supposed to take the principle but see the contrast in using it for the right purpose because that's really the 
option we have. God and trusts us and not just with money, but with our whole life and in our gifts and our talents and 
our whole being. He entrusts us to steward here and now and we can use that for good or we can use it evil. We can use 
it for the world or for what he's called us to. Those are the choices that we have. And so the story is meant to get your 
ears perked up and I'm sure it did for everybody as it's being proclaimed. Cause you have to say, well wait a minute. 
What's he trying to say? He's trying to say, look at how easily this guy looked out for himself. Now how much more 
should the children of God be equally as zealous in their stewardship for our whole life that's been entrusted to us by 
God and in doing so, then we will be welcomed into God's kingdom. 

And then he points out even more. Well whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much and 
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. And so Gods saying, well, I want to give you 
entrust you my entire kingdom. That's what God desires to give to us. His whole being, his presence, everything that he 
has is ours. That's what Jesus says, right? Everything that the Father has is mine and everything that's mine is yours. So 
that's what God desires to entrust to us. But if we're clinging so tightly to the things of this world, how are we prepared 
to steward the things that are infinitely more valuable? The kingdom of God. That's what Jesus is talking about. And then 
he ends and almost to say, and if everything else before this has confused you and you're not getting it and you weren't 
paying attention, you cant serve both God and money, you can't serve both this world as your master and God, one has 
to win. 

And if God is our master and we are serving him, then we recognize everything that we have and all that we are belongs 
to him. And we're to use it in service to him. So whatever car we drive or don't drive the house, we live in the clothes, 
we have the job, we have the money, we have the life we live, the skills we have, everything belongs to Him and our life 
is to be lived flowing out of that recognition that He's the master and in service of building up of his kingdom. That's the 
distinction and I think we can see that there's no way Jesus is saying if your boss fires you tomorrow, come up with a 
good scheme that rips them off on the way out. You know, it's almost like this story is the reason why everybody gets 
fired on Friday and security walks you right to your car because this is human nature. 

I'll show that guy, I'll get back at him. I'll make a way to save myself even though I've been caught being dishonest 
already. I'll make a path for myself and these people will owe me by ripping off my masters so they'll have to take care 
of me. That's how the world thinks, all about me. But God says we use our whole life in service of Him and others, and 
while I live my life in service to you, you live your life in service to me and one another and everything's supposed to 
work in that circle. That's the church. That's the kingdom of God. That's different than who gets to the top of the 
pyramid, which is what the rest of the world would say and look out for yourself. And it doesn't matter who you squash 
on the way to the top, as long as you get to the top, then you get the trophy and you're the one we all look up to. 

That's not the kingdom of God. Nowhere does Jesus say squash, all those around you to get to the top. He says you want 
to get to the top, get to the bottom. He's turned to everything in reverse. And so it is with this, this story. So I hope you 
see that we have to use these principles in understanding the Bible that we've been talking about. Otherwise you just 
read this and say, well, it says right there, use dishonest wealth, be like this guy. It's in the Bible. So that's what I'm going 
to do too. Well, if you stop there halfway through the story and you don't read everything else that connects to it, then 
you're misusing the text to make it say what you want and you're missing Jesus' whole point that he's used this crazy 
story that I hope when we hear this we say, what do you mean he's commended? 

Nobody should be commending. This guy should be arrested, not commended. Whats to be commended. And the 
thought process is not to be commended, but the veracity at which is looking out for himself is the same veracity we're 
to look out for the kingdom of God and one another. So we're to take the principle behind it, not every detail of his 
action and say, now go and do likewise. And then when your boss catches you, you say, well its my religion? My church 
told me to re to rip you off because Jesus said, well, no, that's not the Bible. That's twisting the text and Jesus wants our 
ears to be perked up sometimes. And so he tells these radical stories to really wake us up, and I know even if you 
weren't paying attention throughout the whole thing, they were going to be sentences in there that you were going to 



say, well, wait a minute. Did I just hear that right? And it happened when the priest, when we studied this this weekend, 
the lectionary, we scratched our heads just as much as everybody else and say, well, it sounds like he's saying this. This is 
what people are going to hear. What's the takeaway? 

And I think the takeaway is just as Jesus ended, you can't have two masters who's it going to be, and are you willing to 
use everything that God has entrusted to you for the service of one another and the building up of his kingdom, which 
means no more looking out for me is number one. That's the kingdom of God. That's the invitation. And may we do that 
with the same intensity that the dishonest guy was ripping off his master. Don't be dishonest, but in the way that God 
has called us to may the world start to see that that's what Jesus is saying, that the kingdom of God may be visible, that 
people would see that we live our lives as God has called us to, and if the world knows how to look out for number one, 
the children of God certainly have to know how to look out for each other and to be serving God and his kingdom. And 
may we go and do as Jesus has asked us, 

Let us pray. 

Father let me give you thanks and praise. So all that you've entrusted to us, we thank you for this parable that we've 
heard today, and may your Holy Spirit empower us to live our lives in accordance with zeal for your kingdom that you've 
called us to. May we recognize that all that we have and all that we are belongs to you. And may our lives be lived in 
service to you and in service to one another, and all for your honor and glory. And Jesus, we ask this in your precious and 
Holy name. 

Amen. 

 


