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Let us pray 
Most loving and gracious Father we give you thanks and praise for this day. We thank you for your love, your mercy, and 
your grace. We pray that your Holy Spirit would open our hearts to hear your voice. May your word be spoken and your 
word, received in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

This is certainly one of those weeks where if you were trying to say, does the lectionary put together for us readings that 
go together, this is your week. And so with the collect as well, because you have a collect that relies on God's mercy an 
Old Testament lesson that relies on God's mercy, a psalm that relies on God's mercy, an epistle reading that relies on 
God's mercy and a Gospel reading that relies on God's mercy. So any wise preacher would get the hint and say, we 
should talk about God's mercy. Because it is so evident in the readings that we have. And it's important that we hear this 
theme because I think God's mercy flows out of the fact that God has love for us and that if God is this perfect love, then 
it follows next in line that God is merciful upon his people. And we need to hear that proclaimed because even though 
we know that in our head, we've probably all had some screwy ideas about God being this angry old man waiting to get 
us and that God's just waiting around the corner for you to do that one thing and so we can get ya and he's going to 
punish you and all these things that people say to us about God. But rather we have a loving God who desires to lavish 
his mercy upon his people. That's who God has revealed himself to us to be. And in fact, it's quite extreme as it's laid out 
in the gospel passage because it begins with the tax collectors and centers all gathering around Jesus to hear him and 
the pharisees and the teachers of the law are muttering that Jesus sits and eats with sinners. 

Now before we get too hard on the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, which is easy to do with say all those 
pharisees are at it again, just be a negative to Jesus. According to the scriptures that they have and know and are 
proclaimed, Jesus is violating them all in this action. So the Pharisees from their perspective, and we have to look from 
their eyes as teachers of the law. God gave the law, the scriptures they have are from God. And here's this guy who 
claims to be the Messiah and he doesn't even know that he's hanging out with the wrong people. All he's got to do is 
look to the scripture and find that out. And this is an important point for us to understand because Jesus' actions are 
contrary to the letter of the Old Testament. And that happens over and over again. His healing the woman on the 
Sabbath was against the letter of the law. 

But Jesus is trying to proclaim to us the principle behind who God has revealed himself to be throughout the scriptures 
of the Old Testament. He's not just saying throw them out, but what he's doing is against the letter of the law. So we 
have this tension for us who are looking at scripture, where you have a new testament passage proclaiming the work 
that Jesus is doing, which is in clear violation of the letter of the law of the Old Testament. And we could freak out about 
this and say, well, what are we supposed to do? Uh, but I think we need to understand that first of all, Jesus is the word 
incarnate. So He's free to do whatever he wants because he's God and he's trying to usher in a new reality of the 
kingdom being present. And he's trying to convey the principles. that should have been understood, but we're 
misunderstood and misapplied. And so we have to understand that that's where the Pharisees are coming from, that 
you shouldn't be hanging out with these people. 

And then Jesus tells the parable, first of the lost sheep. And even this parable starts to to not make sense. And there's 
two schools of thought. There's, there's one group that would see this and say, well, the shepherd is going to leave the 
99 because he knows that they're safe in the sheep fold and he's going to go after the one. Then there's another school 
of thought, which I think raises the bar even a little more that says, this story is crazy because the shepherd wouldn't 
want to leave the 99 to get attacked by the wolves to go search for the one. But the point of the story is to illustrate the 
importance of the one who is lost and the image of the shepherd who seeks after the one who is lost and for us to begin 
to understand our value in God's eyes and God as the one who seeks after us. 

The shepherd doesn't say well I told him to stay with the rest of the sheep and I will wait here. And when he realizes that 
he's messed up and gone astray and he turns back and tells me how sorry he is for making me worry, then we'll 
welcome the sheep back and just sit back and maybe he'll come back and maybe he won't. And and we chuckle when 
we hear that in the image of the shepherd. But we apply that same image incorrectly to think that God is sort of just 



sitting back and maybe one day people will come back to me. But what we see throughout scripture is much more 
exciting, is an active God who seeks after us even before we realize that we're lost, to try to bring us back to himself, not 
just waiting for the one day when we might figure it out on our own 

because News Flash, we never figure it out on our own. It's God who teaches us and helps us figure it out. It's the Holy 
Spirit that shows us and leads us back. God is the initiator of our return to him, not us. We didn't decide he decided and 
woke our brain up and we responded to what he did. But he does it first, not us. That's a game changer, that there's a 
loving God seeking after his people. Then there's the next parable and what we see is we have the parable of the lost 
sheep, the lost coin, and what's not read today is the story of the prodigal son, the lost son. And in each of those, what 
we see is the thing that was lost is increasing in value to illustrate all the mercy of God. You have one of the 99 lost 
sheep. Now you have this image of the woman who has 10 silver coins and loses one. 

But when you hear this, you have to understand what they're talking about in the time period is these 10 coins would 
have been given at a wedding. And so the losing of one of these coins that some would say would fit in some sort of 
head dress. It's like if you lost your wedding ring, would you look in the house to try to find it? That's the value of the 
one coin. This symbol of marriage is now lost. So there's a sentimental value to this as well. And so when we hear that, 
then we say, okay, so we had one out of 99 sheep, now you lost your wedding ring. Are you going to look for it. And the 
urgency by which she's looking throughout the house, then you would have the parable that's not read about the lost 
son increasing in value. The item that is lost or the person who is lost and today's passage ended with the same God 
saying in the same way I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents. 

And God is desiring our return to him. Now, once we've said yes to Jesus and had our sins washed, we're still in this 
process of repentance that goes on day after day where we look at how we're doing and we turn back to God. 

How is it that we know when we're off track? Again, that comes from God. You see this whole circle is God's work in our 
response to him because the only way that we could possibly know we're moving away from God and need to turn back 
is that the Holy Spirit shows us that there's something in need of changing or that we've gotten off track. And then it's 
that same spirit that draws us back to God and we respond by saying yes and then coming before God. So it is the same 
for the person who's yet to receive that initial offer of God's mercy through Jesus Christ. When they finally get to that 
point to say yes and say, I want to be baptized, I want to receive this, again they don't get there because they're just 
super smart and figured it all out. God has drawn them to a place of response 

And the order of how this happens becomes vitally important. Less we think too much of ourselves and think that we're 
sort of responsible for the fact that we've responded to Jesus. You know? And that's the way it's dangerous in some of 
the Christian speaking that we speak too much of of our decision to, to follow Jesus as if we are the initiator and then we 
got ourselves together and we decided I'm going to follow Jesus. Well, no, what happened was we're in a mess 
wandering away from God and he calls us back to himself and we say, yeah, I'll respond to that prompting. I'll take that 
first step and then God begins a process of changing and transforming us. But this is a merciful God who does this and 
it's important that we never forget that because you have to understand who the God is, whom you are here to worship 
as first and foremost, and then if you're going to go and share the good news of the Gospel, the good news of the 
Gospel is not well you better get your life together quicker. You're going to burn in hell. 

That's not going to win a whole lot of people. The good news of the Gospel is there's a loving God who created you, who 
delights in you, who wants to have you back. Come back to him, a merciful God who's waiting to receive you, not a god 
who's waiting to kill you. Because unless we understand God's mercy, then we say crazy things like, well, you know, I've 
done this and the thing that's on my list, it's like so bad and so God's not going to take me back. I understand my 
neighbor, you know, cause they went to church all the time, but I have this thing and that's going to be where God keeps 
me apart because of that thing. Well, the merciful God has big enough mercy for your biggest sin. That's who he is. Even 
the biggest sins that you can think of, the worst atrocities, God's mercy and his love have power over them to transform 
the life if we just respond and come back and he's actively seeking after, that's the message where to convey to people, 
God's looking for you. He wants to have relationship with you. Come back and you'll find a merciful, loving God waiting 
to receive you. Can we bring you to meet with him? That should be our invitation. People are going to want to respond 
to that, I hope to hear that God delights in them and wants them back, that they have value because people think they 



don't. Well, because of this sin or that sin, I'm worthless. What's God going want anything to do with me? And our job is 
to convey to the world the fact that God created humanity to be in relationship with him. And he delights in his creation. 
If we respond to his mercy and to His love and to His grace. And when we do so, there's rejoicing he says in heaven over 
one sinner who repents and turns back to him. And we would think, well, what's one in a world of a billion people? And 
when we say that, we have to understand that the fact that God says there's rejoicing ought to tell you the value of each 
and every single person who god desires to be in relationship with him. Enough value for heaven to rejoice for one in a 
billion to respond to God's invitation. And we would think, well that's pretty unsuccessful one in a billion. 

But we need to understand our value and our worth in the sight of God. And the value and worth of the entire human 
race who God wants to live in a relationship of love with him. And that's the invitation,that you'll find is one of those 
overarching themes of the Bible that we talk about where the rest of the Bible has to be interpreted in light of that 
overarching story of salvation, which is not that God's people figure it out, get their life together and decide to come 
back to him. It's unfolding of over and over, years after years, century after century of God seeking his people and 
making a way for them to respond to his love and His mercy. That's the story that makes it good news. Otherwise, God 
could have just issued a self help book and said, here's a couple of things you could work on, on your own, do your best 
and we'll catch up with you at the end. 

That's not God. God says, I will seek after you even before you recognize that you're lost and you have such value that 
when you respond to my offer and return back to me, all of heaven will rejoice. And so daily may we respond to that 
mercy. And may we be sure that when we speak of God, when we walk out these doors, that we're letting people know 
that there's a God who sees them, that they have value, that he loves them and he desires them to have the fullness of 
life in his presence offered through His mercy and grace and they can't get it anywhere else, come and see. That's the 
gospel. Let us share that with the world and watch people response versus a different Christian model by which we just 
point out everybody's faults and try to condemn them with the fact that God's so ticked off at them. 

There are two ways of presenting this message and one is good news and one just makes you think, well, if that's the 
case, I'm not going anywhere near this God. If he's that ticked off, maybe I can hide in the one in a billion. And he won't 
find me. You're not going to want to come near. We want people to come near. And we have a loving and merciful God. 
Or I think if we don't, why are we here each week? If we've got a scary God waiting to destroy us, I would be saying, 
well, get your attention on somebody else God, don't look at me cause I'm going to fall short every single time. But if 
there's a loving and merciful God, I can say, well here I am and I will do my best to follow you today. I will screw it up 
today. I will here your spirit call me back today. I will say sorry today and we'll do it again tomorrow. That's the God I 
know and I hope you know. That's the God I love and I'm here to worship and I hope it's the same for you and may we 
share that message with the world and watch God change and transform their heart, their lives, and thereby change our 
families, our communities, our workplaces in the entire world with His love, His mercy and grace. 
 
Let us pray. 
Father, we give you thanks and praise for your love for each of us, for your mercy and grace that goes beyond our 
reasoning, our understanding, and our comprehension. May your Holy Spirit teach us every day what it means that we 
are loved by you, the value that we have in your presence, and may we with boldness, proclaim that gospel of love and 
mercy and grace to the world. We pray that all those who have not yet heard your voice would respond to your call to 
return to you and when they return, Lord, may they find your loving and open arms waiting to receive them. And may 
we your children return to you in prayer and repentance each and every single day, that our lives might be shaped into 
your image and likeness and that they may be lived to your honor and glory. And Jesus, we ask this in your precious and 
holy name. 
Amen. 

 


