
190901 Fr. Neal Longe 

Let us pray. Most loving and gracious father, we give you thanks and praise for this day. We pray that your Holy Spirit 
would open our hearts and our minds that we might hear your voice. Lord, may your word be spoken and your word 
received in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

In this encounter Jesus has with the Pharisee and those who were gathered for this banquet, we hear the call of Jesus to 
humble ourselves. And in this encounter we really have Jesus turning upside down what would have been the cultural 
norms of the time by which the Pharisees would be recognized for how great they are by having their seats of honor. 
And where you sat at the table in reference to the King and all of these things was a vital importance for your personal 
standing on where you were in proximity and your place of honor or lack thereof. So for Jesus to say to them, well, don't 
take the place of honor. This would have been a really foreign to them and turning upside down. What is their norm. The 
same as when Jesus says to invite those who will not repay you. 

And so we hear this call then in choosing the seat, first hearing, it almost sounds like Jesus is telling them not to exalt 
themselves, but then it sounds like he's giving them the secret to be exalted. Just take the lowest place instead of the 
highest place. And in hearing this, if we're not careful, we'll miss the fact that Jesus is calling us to a heart reset and 
transformation, not just a behavior modification. Because what will happen then is as we hear this and says, okay, take 
the lowest place now the fight will be who can go to the lowest place first to prove how humble they are so that 
everybody can see them in the lowest place. And if that's what we're doing, we've missed it already. That you know 
we're good as human beings, I think of turning the heart transformation that Jesus is talking about into one more 
religious work that we can do. 

And so we'd say, oh fine, I got to get there early and I got to get the lowest place so everybody will see how low I am. 
And then, oh, they'll march me up and say how wonderful I am cause I took the lowest place. But what Jesus wants us to 
understand is we need a transformation of our hearts by which the accolades and recognition of those around us are not 
our goal, but that out of our relationship with God, he is everything. He is our all in all, he's all the recognition we need 
in our life that flows out of that needs no other accolade from anyone else. And so we need to be careful that in our 
desire to heed this call to humility, we're not sort of just turning it into some religious task so that everybody can see 
how humble we are and give us credit for our great humility. 

You know, Jesus is really asking us what's the, what is the motivation behind our action? Same as when he says to the 
one who hosted the banquet. Well, don't, don't invite your friends and your family when you give this banquet, but 
invite the lame and the crippled. And so does that mean the Bible says, uh, your family can't come over for 
Thanksgiving? No you can pull this out and it says right there, never invite your friends then you've missed what Jesus is 
trying to get us to understand. He's not saying, well, never have dinner with your family. What he is saying is our 
motivation always about who can repay us and whether I've received recognition for what I've done. And this system of 
repayment was fundamental to the culture at the time as well where almost everything, where some sort of a barter 
system and you owed me and I owed you and I did this for you and then you could do it for me. 

And we all owed one another and the whole society was propped up on who owed who. But we all got recognition then 
in credit for that. And Jesus again says, well, what's your motivation? And if we really want to get to the heart of that, all 
we need to do is ask ourselves what in our service to others are we content to serve as God has called us to in the 
instances when no one is seeing. Are we content to serve one another when God's the only one who gives us 
recognition. Because sometimes we can get easily offended about who didn't see the good work that we did or how 
we've done such and such for so-and-so and they don't even appreciate me and I've done all of these things and it gets 
focused on ourselves too often, which is what Jesus is trying to get changed in our heart. 

Now we can go to the extreme on this and then sort of think like we're worthless and think that humility is just beating 
ourselves up saying how awful we are. Well, that's not in keeping with what God tells us about ourselves either because 
God created us in his image and he said it is good. He didn't say you're worthless, but we do need to be cautious of 
whether we're the center of all of our thought and action. That's what call to humility is about, and I believe it's C.S. 
Lewis who said that humility is not thinking less of yourself but thinking of yourself less and so it takes us out of the 



focus, which is what Jesus is challenging all those who hear that if we're content that God is sufficient for us, he's 
everything that we need. He sees all that we do and that our life of service flows out of that. 

What other accolades do we need, but sometimes we get so upset about whether we got the award or not. Am I on the 
front page of the paper? Did they run that segment on the news about the most helpful person in the community and 
was that me and desiring recognition is not a bad thing. We all want to be wanted. We all have a desire to be needed. 
We would all like to be recognized for what we do. Now that in itself is not bad, but if that's the sole motivation behind 
everything is me, me, me, then I think there's a right challenge from God to say, well, where is this flowing from? 
Because if we're living in the presence of this God who loves us, who created us, who we are in relationship with day 
after day whose mercy and His grace and all of who God is is flowing into our lives every day, then from that ought to 
flow service to one another. 

That's what Hebrews was talking about. Let mutual love continue among God's people. So remember those in prison, 
remember those who are being tortured, all this list and it says as if it was you. That's the call. That's the demonstration 
of love, but that doesn't flow out of us naturally. It flows out of our relationship with God and as God loves us, then 
we're to love and serve one another. Not worrying about, well, are they going to recognize, am I going to get what I 
need in return? All of these things that come to the forefront, but that we trust that God's going to take care of 
everything we need. He sees everything and he'll give us the strength to serve one another, but we're called to this life 
of radical service and love and action for one another, and to think of ourselves less and to think of God more. 

That's the challenge. So Jesus then calls us to a change of heart when he talks to the Pharisees and those there he 
doesn't just say, we'll have a competition for the lowest seat and never ever have dinner with your friends and you'll be 
fine. That's not the point. The point is where's our heart and where's our focus? And I think this is something we need to 
ask ourselves day in and day out. Now, the good news of the Gospel is that there's going to be days that God 
strengthens us, that we follow through with what he's asked us to do, and we really nail it out of the park. And then 
there's gonna be days we royally screw it up. But that doesn't mean we shouldn't try. 

What it does mean is that God gives us the grace to say, Hey, look at how today went I heard you wanted me to do such 
and such. I followed through and you can celebrate that achievement, that win with God, that follow through in 
obedience to him. It's okay to go to him in prayer and say, I think I heard what you wanted and followed through and it's 
okay when we blow it. And then we go and we say, ah, today was not so great, but the love of God says, well, you get 
another chance. Here we go and I'll be with you. And it's my Holy Spirit's job to strengthen you into teach you. And so 
maybe today, may our hearts be checked, may the Holy Spirit call us to that place of check each and every single day. 
They were willing to be honest. What's motivating our thought and our action and when we are the center of our 
universe we need to step back and say, that's the seat that God belongs on and out of his love for me should flow action 
towards you and your love for God. Just flow action to one another. And this is what the community of believers looks 
like. This is what the Kingdom of God is, and it flows from our relationship with him. And may he always be in the center, 
and when we've taken his seat, may we get off and give it back. And may his spirit strengthen us to love and serve one 
another as he has loved us. 

Let us pray. 

Heavenly , Father, we give you thanks and praise for who you are, for your love for each of us. And we pray that your 
spirit would lead us day by day. May we think of ourselves less, but keep our eyes and our hearts and our minds fixed 
upon you. May we love and serve one another as you have loved us and may our lives be lived to your honor and glory 
in Jesus we ask this in your precious and holy name, Amen. 

 


